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THE  veil  of  fufpidoQi  ^hich  was  early  tbrown 
over  Mr.  Bruce's  travels^  can  n,c[v9r  be  re« 
imoved,  till  fome  perfon  of  equal  enterprife  and 
ipdependenco  purfuet  the  fame  cai'cer,  and 
{retraces his  fteps.  This  we  cannot  fpeedily  hope 
for.  Few  poners  his  riefolution,  and  fewer  dill 
[are  animated  with  a  defire  of  hiking  life  and  for- 
tune in  a  fl^ld  where  novelty  4eafes  to  invite^  and 
intereft  cannot  Simulate. 

A"  kind  of  fatality  attended  Bruce.  He  was 
(fufpeded  of  impofture^  without  a  motive^  fave 
vanity*  to  juftify  th^/^ljianp  v  his  pride«  or,  -aa 
Ifpme  will  think,  hlf  ^meikoe,  prevented  him 
[from  entering  into  ex^nations  wbicjb  might  have 
[difpelled  the  (hades  of  dovibt  j  and  he  left  the 
vorld  without  reapins  the  reward  due  to  his  dif- 
;overies,  if  real  j  or  funering  U^aikeaoimny  which, 
vnr  VTV  ti»      ^  ,       %  clear 
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9  BRUCE  S  TXAVBLS. 

a  clear  detection  of  romance  would  defervedly 
liave  drawn  on  him. 

Some  of  hismoft  extraordinary  pofitions,  how- 
ever«  have  been  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of 
others ;  and  perhaps,  in  time  to  come,  other  ap- 
parently marvellous  defcriptions  may  obtain  cre- 
dit from  concurrent  teAimonies.  On  this  head 
we  dare  not  venture  a  pofitive  opinion;  fuffice  it 
to  fay,  that  from  the  moil  authentic  accounts 
refpe^ing  Jaroe^  Bruce,  his  frame,  his  chara6ter, 
hi8  addrefs,  and  the  vigour  of  his  mind,  eminently 
qualified  him  for  the  talk  he  undertook,  and 
pointed  him  out  as  a  man  formed  for  iiazardous 
tnterprifes. 

His  eventful  life  was  clofed  by  a  hurt,  receiv- 
ed from  a  fall  down  Hairs,  at  his  feat  of  Kinnaird, 
near  Falkirk,  in  May  1794;  andlince  his  death 
no  particulars  have  tranfpired,  that  can  throw 
any  additional  light  on  his  hiftory.  We  ihall 
therefore  give  a  brief  view  of  his  travels^  as  de- 
tailed by  himfelf. 

The  difcovery  of  the  Source  of  the  Nile,  Mr. 
Bruce  fays,  was  a  fubjedt  of  frequent  converfation 
between  him  and  his  friends ;  but  it  was  always 
mentioned  to  him  with  a  kind  of  diffidence,  as  if 
to  be  expe£ted  from  a  more  experienced  traveller. 
Whether  this  iff^^  intended  to  urge  him  on  to  the 
attempt,  he  does  not  prefume  to  fay  $  but  his  heart 
in  that  inflant  did  him  the  juftice  to  fuggeft,  that 
this  too,  was  either  to  be  achieved  by  him,  or  to 
remain,  as  it  had  done,  for  thefe  laft  two  thouiaud 
years,  k  detiance  to  all  travellers,  and  an  oppro* 
brlum  to  geography. 

Fortune  feemed  apparently  to  favour  this 
fclieme.  For  a  vacancy  happening  in  the  conful- 
<hip  of  Algiers,  Lord  Halifax  pr^ifed  Mr.  Bruce 
.    •      •'  '"  •'.'         'to 
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[to  accept  of  this  office,  as  containing  all  fort  of 
Iconveniences  for  making  tiie  propofed  expedition. 
He  had  all  his  life  applied  unweariedly  to  draw- 
ling, the  practice  of  mathematics,  and  efpecially 
that  part  neceflary  to  adronomy.  1'hc  tranfit  of 
[Venus  was  at  hand.  It  was  certainly  known  that 
lit  would  be  viiible  once  at  Algiers,  and  there  was 
jreat  reafon  to  expe6l  it  might  be  twice.  He 
turniihed  hirafelf  with  a  large  apparatus  of  inftru- 
Itnents,  the  completed  of  tibeir  kind  for  the  obfer* 
|\ation.  It  was  a  pleafure  to  Mr.  Bruce  to  know^ 
[that  it  was  not  from  a  folitary  defert,  but  from 
lis  dwn  houfe  at  Algiers,  he  could  deliberately 
{take  meafures  to  place  himfelf  in  the  lid  of  tti(tn 
|«f  fcience  of  all  nations^  who  were  then  animated 
[with  the  fame  objed. 

Thus  prepared,  he  fet  out  for  Italy,  throQgK 
[France ;  and  on  his  arrival  at  Rome,  he  recei^osd 
)rders  to  proceed  to  Naples,  there  to  wait  his 
lajedy's  farther  commands.     Having  dopped  a 
lort  time  there,  he  received  orders  to  proceed,  to 
take  podeflion  of  his  confuldiip,     He  returned 
without  lofs  of  time  to  Rome,  and  thence  to  Leg« 
lorn,  whe]!«,  having  embarked  on  bbard  tl^e 
[ontreal  man  of  war,  he  arrived  at  Algiers. 
After  Mr.  Bruce  had  fpent  a  year  at  Algiert, 
;ondant  converfation  with   the  natives  whilft 
ibroad,  and  with  his  manufcripts  within  doora, 
lad  qualified  him  to  appear  in  any  part  of  the 
[continent  without  the  help  of  an  interpreter. 

^  Budnefs  of  a  private  nature  having  at  this 
jtin^e  obliged  him  to  take  a  voyage  to  Mahon,  he 
(failed  from  Algiers,  after  having  taken  leave  of 
[the  dey,  who  furnidied  him  with  the  neceflary 
>adports,  and  alfo  gave  him  recommendatory  let- 
ter to  the  bey  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli.    Being  dif- 
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appointed  in  his  views  at  Mahon^  he  failed  in  ai 
i'mall  velTel  from  that  port;  and,  having  a  fair! 
wind,  in  a  fl)ort  time  made  the  coaft  of  Africa,! 
and  landed  at   Bona,  a  conliderable  town.     lt| 
flands  on  a  large  plain,  part  of  which  fcems  to 
have  been  once  overflowed  by  the  fea.    Its  tradcl 
confilis  now  in  the  exportation  of  whtat,  when,] 
in  plentiful  years,  that  trade  is  permitted  by  the! 
government  of  Algiers.    The  ifland  is  famouil 
for  a  coral  fiQiery  j  and  along  the  coaft  are  im*| 
jnenfe  forefts  of  large  beautiful  oaks,  more  than  | 
fulficient  to  fupply  the  neceflities  of  all  the  ma* 
ratime  powers  ill  the  Levant,  ifthe  quality  of  the 
wood  be  but  equal  to  the  iize  and  beauty  of  the| 
tree. 

After  a  favourable  voyage,  he  arrived  at  Tunis,^ 
which  is  a  large  and  flourifhing  city.  The  pep* 
pie  are  more  civilized  than  in  Algiers,  and  thd 
governtnent  milder;  but  the  climate  is  very  farf 
from  being  fo  good.  Tunis  is  low,  hot,  and! 
damp,  and  deftitute  of  good  water,  with  whiclil 
Algier  is  fupplied  from  a  thoufand  fprings. 

Having  delivered  his  letters  from  the  bey,  and- 
obtained  permiflion  to  vifit  the  country  in  what- 
ever dire^ion  he  ihould  pleafe,  he  fet  out  on  his^ 
inland  journey  through  the  kingdoms  of  Algien 
and  Tunis.    He  found  at  Dugga  a  large  fcene  bf| 
ruins,  among  which  one  building  was  eaiily  difl 
tinguifliable.    It  was  a  large  temple  of  the  Co*' 
rinthian  order,  all  of  Parian  marble,  the  columnti 
fluted,  the  cornice  highly  ornamented  in  theverfj 
beft  llyle  of  fculpture.    In  the  tympanum  is  aai 
eagle  flying  to  heaven,  with  a  human  figure  up^ 
on  his  back,  which,  by  the  many  infcriptlons  thatl 
are  Hill  remaining,  feems  to  be  intended  for  thatl 
of  Trajan,  and  the  apotheofis  of  that  emperor  toi 
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the  fubje^^,  the  temple  having  been  ereded  by 
Ldrian  to  that  prince,  his  benefador  and  pre- 
[dccellbr. 

From  Dugga  he  continued  the  upper  road  to 
|Ketf«  through  the  pleafant  plains  inhabited  by 
the  Welled  Yagoube.  He  then  proceeded  to 
rlydra,  a  frontier  place  between  the  two  king- 
loms  o(  Algiers  and  Tunis*  as  Keff  is  alfo.  It  it 
Inhabited  by  a  tribe  of  Arabs,  whofe  chief  is  a 
larabout,  or  faint;  thefe  Arabs  are  immenfelv 
rich,  paying  no  tribute  either  to  Tunis  or  Algi- 
ers. The  pretence  for  this  exemption  is  a  very 
lingular  one.  By  the  inftitution  of  their  founder^ 
thev  are  obliged  to  live  upon  lion's  ffeih  for  their 
[daily  food,  as  far  as  they  can  procure  it ;  with 
this  they  ftriftly  comply,  and,  in  coniideration  of 
ihe  utility  of  this  their  vow,  they  are  not  taxed* 
like  the  other  Arabs,  with  payments  to  the  ftate. 
The  confequence  of  this  life  is,  that  they  are  ex* 
:ellent  and  well-armed  horfemen,  exceedingly 
>ld  and  undaunted  hunters.  It  is  generally 
Imagined,  indeed,  that  thefe  confiderations,  and 
that  of  their  fituation  on  the  frontier,  have  aa 
)uch  influence  in  procuring  them  exemption^ 
from  taxes,  as  the  utility  of  their  purfuits^ 

From  Hydra  he  paifed  to  the  the  ancient  Tipa- 
fa,  another  Roman  colony.  Here  is  a  more  ex*< 
tenlive  fcene  of  ruins  j  conliftiug  of  a  large  tero- 
)le,  and  a  four- faced  triumphal  arch,  of  the  Co« 
rinthian  order,  in  the  very  beft  tafte. 

From  hence  he  continued  his  journey  in  a 
traight  line,  nearly  fouth-eaft,  and  arrived  at  Me- 
Irafiiem,  a  fuperb  pile  of  building,  the  fepuU 
:hre  of  Syphax,  and  the  other  kings  oiT  Numedia  j 
md  where,  as  the  Arabs  believe,  were  alfo  depofi  ted 
khe  treafures  of  thofe  kings.    Advancing  llill  to 
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the  fouth-eaft,  through  broken  ground,  and  fonie 
very  barren  valleys  whigh  produced  nothrng  but 
game, he  came  to^bbti  Aurez,  the  Aurafius  Mons 
of  the  middle  age.  This  is  not  one  mountain, 
but  an  aflcmblage  of  many  of  the  moft  craggy 
ileeps  in  Africa. 

Having  proceeded  to  the  north-eaft  as  far  as 
Tnberfoke,  he  returned  to  Dugga,  and  from 
thence  to  Tunis.  His  next  journey  through  Tu- 
nis, was  by  Zowan,  a  high  mountain,  where  is  a 
large  aquedud,  which  formerly  conveyed  Water 
to  Carthage. 

Having  continued  his  journey  along  tljc  cdaft 
to  Sufa,  through  a  fine  countty  planted  with 
olive  trees,  he  came  again  to  Tunis,  not  only  with- 
out difagreeable  accident,  but  without  any  inter- 
ruption from  ficknefs,  or  other  caufe.  He  then 
took  leave  of  the  bey,  and.  with  the  acknowledg- 
ments ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  again  fet  out  for 
Tunis,  on  a  very  ferious  journey  indeed,  over  the 
defert  to  Tripoli,  the  firft  part  of  which  was  to 
Gabs,  and  from  thence  to  the  Ifland  of  Gerba. 

About  four  day's  journey  from  Tripoli,  Mr. 
Bruce  met  the  Emir  Hadje  conducing  the  cara- 
van of  pilgrims  from  Fez  and  Sus,  in  Morocco,  to 
Mecca ;  that  is,  from  the  Weftern  Ocean  to  the 
weftern  banks  of  the  lied  Sea,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Sennaar.  He  was  a  middle  aged  man,  uncle  to 
the  prefent  emperor,  of  a  very  uncomely,  ftupid 
kind  of  countenance.  His  caravan  confifted  of 
labout  three  thoufand  men,  and,  ai  his  people  faid, 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  thoufAtld  camels,  part 
ir^ided  witji  merchandife,  part  with  fkins  of  wa- 
ter, flour,  and  other  kinds  of  food.  They  were  a 
mean,  diforderly,  unarmed  pack  j  and  when  our 
traveiJei'shorfeaieD,  though  but  fifteen  in  number, 
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^ame  up  with  them  in  the  dawn  of  the  morning, 
ihey  (hewed  great  figns  of  trepidation;  and  were 
ilready  flying  in  confufioti:  When  informed 
rho  they  were,  their  fears  ceafed ;  and,  after  the 
ifual  manner  of  cowards,  they  became  extremely 
tnfolent. 

Being  arrived  at  Tripoli,  he  fent  an  Engliih 
;rvant  from  thence  to  Smyrna  with  hi  A  books, 
lrawihg8,and  fupernumerary  inflrumtints,  retain* 
|ng  only  extrads  from  fuch  authors  as  might  be 
leceflary  fdt  him  in  the  Pentapolis,  or  other  parts 
)f  the  Cyrenaicum.  He  then  croffed  the  Gulph 
)f  Sydra,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
jyrtis  Major,  and  arrived  at  Bengazi,  the  ancient 
Berenice,  built  by  Ptolemy  Phlladelphus.       ' 

The  brother  of  the  bey  of  Tripoli,  who  cora- 

landed  here,  was  a  yoimg  man,  as  weak  in  un- 

lerftanding  as  he  was  in  health.     All  the  pro- 

rince  was  in  extreme  confulion.    Two  tribes  of 

jabs,  occuping  the  territory  to  the  weft  of  the 

(own,  who,  in  ordinary  years,  and  in  time  of 

)eace,  were  the  fources  of  its  wealth  and  plenty, 

lad,  by  the  mifmanagement  of  the  bey,  entered 

into  a  violent  quarrel.   The  tribe  that  lived  moft 

|o  the  weftward,  and  which  was  rei;uted  the 

^eakeft,  had  beat  the  moft  numerous  that  was 

leareft  the  town,  and  driven  them  within  its 

^alls.    The  inhabitants  of  Bengaz  had,  for  a 

^ear  before  been  labouring  under  a  fevere  famine, 

ind  by  this  accident  about  four  thoufand  perfons, 

)f  all  ages  and  fe:!^es,  were  forcedin  upon  them, 

^hen  perfecaiy  deftitute  of  every  neceflary.     Ten 

)r  twelve  people  were  found  dead  every  night  in 

ihe  ftreets;  and  life  was  faid  in  many  to  be  fup. 

bortedbyfood  that  human  nature  (hudders  at  the 

[houghtsof.  Impatient  to  fly  from  thefc  fccnes.  Mr, 
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Bruce  prevailed  on  the  bey  to  fend  him  out  Come 
diilance  to  the  fouthward,  among  the  Arabs, 
"where  famine  did  not  rage  with  fuch  violence. 

He  encompaifed  a  great  part  of  the  Pen tsl polls, 
viiited  the  ruins  of  Ariinoe,  and  received  neither 
infult  nor  injury.  Finding  nothing  at  Arlinoe 
nor  Barca,  he  continued  his  journey  to  Ras  Sem, 
the  petrified  city,  concerning  which  fo  many  ri^ 
diculous  tales  were  told  by  the  Tripoline  ambaf- 
fador,  CaiTem  Aga,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
and  all  believed  in  £ngland«  though  they  carried 
falfehood  upon  the  very  face  of  them. 

Now  approaching  the  fea  coail,  he  came  to 
f  tolometa,  where  be  met  a  Greek  junk  belongirg 
to  Lampedofa,  a  little  ifland  near  Crete,  which 
had  been  unloading  corp,  and  was  now  ready  to 
fail.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Arabs  of  Ptolometa 
told  him,  that  the  Welled  Ali,  a  powerful  tribes 
that  occupy  the  whole  country  between  that  place 
and  Alexandria,  were  at  war  among  themfelves, 
and  had  plundered  the  caravan  of  Morocco,  and 
that  the  pilgrims  compoiing  it  had  moitly  perilh- 
ed,  having  been  fcattered  in  the  defert  without 
water ;  that  a  great  famine  had  been  at  Derna, 
the  neighbouring  town,  to  which  Mr.  Bruce  in> 
tended  to  go ;  that  a  plague  had  followed,  and 
the  town,  which  is  divided  into  upper  fmd  lower, 
was  engaged  in  a  civil  war.  This  torrent  of  ill 
news  was  irrefiftible,  and  was  of  a  kind  he  did  not 
propofe  to  druggie  with  -,  befides,  there  was  no- 
thing,  as  far  as  he  knew,  that  merited  the  rilk. 
He  relblved,  therefore,  to  fly  from  this  inhofpi- 
table  coait ',  and  embarked  on  board  the  Greek 
veflTel,  very  ill  accoutred,  as  he  afterwards  found; 
for,  though  it  had  plenty  of  fail,  it  had  not  an 
ounce  of  ballad.    A  number  of  people,  men,  wo- 

men,^ 


y 


B|(UCE*S   TRAVEtS.  Q 

» 

len,  and  children,  flying  from  the  calamities 
rhich  attend  famine,  crowded  in  unknown  to 
lim:  but  the  paflagewas  fliort,  the  veflel  light, 
Jnd  the  mafter,  as  was  fuppofed,  well  accuftomed 
|o  thofe  feas.    The  contrary  of  this,  however, 
ras  the  truth,  as  he  learned  afterwards,  when 
)o  late,  for  he  was  an  aWblute  landfman  j  pro- 
Irietor,  indeed,  of  the  veflel,  but  this  had  been 
lis  firtt  voyage.    They  failed  at  dawn  of  day,  in 
rery  favourable  and  pleafant  weather.     It  was 
[he  beginning  of  September,  and  a  light  and 
teady  breeze,  promifed  a  (hort  and   agreeable 
Voyage;  but  it  was  not  long  before  it  turned  frefli 
ind  cold  J  a  violent  fliower  of  hail  came  on,  and 
fhe  clouds  were  gathering  as  if  for  thunder.    Mr. 
Iruce  obferved  that  they  gained  no  offing ;  and 
ioped,  if  the  weather  turned  bad,  to  perluadethe 
japtain  to  put  into  Bengazi  j  for  one  inconveni- 
l^'nce  he  prefently  difcovered,  that  they  had  not 
)rovifion  on  board  for  one  day. 

The  wind,  however,  became  contrary,  and 
)lew  a  violent  ftorm.  The  veflel  being  in  her 
^rim,  with  large  latine  fails,  fell  violently  to  lee- 
rard,  and  they  fcarce  had  weathered  the  cape 
that  makes  the  entrance  into  the  harbour  of  Ben- 
razi,  when,  all  at  once,  it  flruck  upon  a  funkeri 
^ock,  and  remained  fixed.  The  wind,  at  that  in- 
lant  feemed  providentially  to  calm ;  but  our  tra- 
veller no  fooner  obferved  the  fliip  had  ftruck, 
than  he  began  to  thing  of  his  own  fltuation. 
""hey  were  not  far  from  fliore,  but  there  was  an 
exceeding  great  fwell  at  fea.  Two  boats  wdre 
till  towed  aftern  of  them,  and  had  not  been 
loifted  in.  Roger  M'Cormack,  Mr.Bruce's  Iriih  . 
fervant,  had  been  a  failor  on  board  the  Monarch 
)cfore  he  dcferted  to  the  Spanifli  fervicc.    He 

and 
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and  the  other^  who  had  likewife  been  a  failorj 
prefently  unlalhed  the  larged  boat,  and  all  threef 
got  down  into  her,  followed  by  a  multitude  of 
people  whom  th^v  could  not  hinder  5  and  there! 
was,  indeed,  fomething  that  bordered  on  cruelty,! 
in  preventing  poor  people  from  uling  the  fame  I 
means  that  they  had  done  for  preferving  theirj 
lives.    Our  traveller  had  Gripped  himfelf  to  a 
fliorc  under-waiflcoat  and  linen  drawers  3  a  iilki 
fafli,  or  girdle  was  wrapt  round  himj  a  pencil,  | 
fmall  pocket-book,  and  watch,  were  in  the  bread- 
pocket  of  his  waiflcoat ;  two  Moorifli  and  two 
£ngli(h  fervants  followed  him;  the  reft,  more 
wife,  remained  on  board. 

They  were  not  twice  the  length  of  the  boat 
from  the  yeflel,  before  a  wave  very  nearly  filled 
the  boat.    A  howl  of  defpair  from  thofe  that 
were  in  her  ihewed  their  helplefs  fiate>  and  thatj 
they  w^ere  confcious  of  a  danger  they  could  not! 
ihun.     Mr.  Bruce  faw  the  fate  of  all  was  to  be: 
decided  by  the  very  next  wave  that  was  rolling  | 
hi}  and,  apprehenfive  that  fome  woman,  child>| 
or  helplefs  man,  would  lay  hold  of  him,  and> 
weigh  him  down,  he  cried  to  his  fervants,  both 
in  Arabic  and  Englilh,  *'  We  are  all  loft ;  if  yon  ^ 
can  fwim,  follow  me  :'*  he  then  let  himfelf  down 
in  the  face  of  the  wave.     Whether  that,  or  the 
next,  filled  the  boat,  he  knows  not,  as  he  went  to 
leeward,  to  make  bis  diftance  as  great  as  pof- 
lible.      He  was  a  good,  ftrong,  and  praftifed 
fwimmer,  in  the  ftower  of  life,  full  of  health, 
trained  to  exercife  and  fatigue  of  every  kind. 
All  this,  however,  which  might  have  availed  much  | 
in  deep  water,  was  not  fufKcient  when  he  came 
to  thefurf.    He  received  a  violent  blow  upon 
Hiis  breaft  from  tlie  eddy  wave  and  reflux,  which 

feemed 
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;mcd  as  given  him  by  a  large  branch  of  a  tree, 
[ick  cord»  or  fome  elafiic  weapon.  It  threw  him 
>on  his  back,  made  him  Iwaliow  a  conliderable 
lantity  of  water,  and  had  then  almoft  fuffocated 
im. 

Our  traveller  avoided  the  next  wave,  by  dip- 
ig  his  head,  and  letting  it  pafs  over;  but  found 
ifelf  brcathlefs,  exceedingly  weary  and  ex-, 
iuded.    The  land,  however,  was  before  him, 
id  clofe  at  hand.   A  large  wave  floated  him  up. 
(e  had  the  prolpedt  of  efcape  ftill  nearer,  and  en- 
favoured  to  prevent  himfelf  from  going  back 
tp  the  furf.    His  heart  was  ftrong,  but  ftrength 
IS  apparently  failing,  by  being  involuntarily 
ridfcd  about,  and  flruck  on  ^he  face  and  breaft 
the  violence  of  the  ebbing  wave?  it  now 
;med  as  if  nothing  remained  but  to  give  up  the 
|uggle,  an4  refign  to  his  defiiny.    Before  he  did 
lis,  he  funk  to  found  if  he  could  touch  the 
|ound,  and  found  that  he  reached  the  fand  with 
feet,  though  the  water  was  itiU  rather  deeper 
m  his  mouth.    The  fuccefs  of  this  experiment 
fufed  into  him  ten-fold  ftrength  j  and  he  lirove 
infully,  taking  advantage  of  floating  only  with 
influxof  the  wave,  and  preferving  his  ftrength 
the  ftruggle  againft  the  ebb,  which,  by  flnking 
■  touching  the  ground,  he  now  made  more 
ly.    At  faft,  finding  his  hands  and  knees  upon 
fands,  he  fixed  his  nails  into  it,  and  oblli« 
kely  refifted  being  carried  back  at  all,  crawling 
few  feet  when  the  fea  had  retired.     He  had 
kfeftly  loft  his  rccolle6tion  and  underftanding; 
jd,  after  creeping  fo  far  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
the  fea,  he  fuppofes  he  fainted,  for,  from  that 
le,  he  was  totally  infcnfible  of  every  furround* 
objea. 

la 
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In  this  critical  fituation,  the  Arabs,  who  llvsl 
t>vo  ihort  miles  from  the  Ihore,  came  down  in 
crowds  to  plunder  the  veiTel.    One  of  the  boats 
was  thrown  afhore,  there  was  one  yet  with  ths 
wreck,  which  fcarcely  appeared  with  its  gunnel 
above  water,  and  every  moment  feemed  ready  to 
fink.    All  the  people  were  now  taken  on  ihore, 
and  thofe  only  loft  who  periHied  in  the  boat.] 
What  firft  awakened  Mr.  Bruce  from  this  fem- 
blance  of  death,  was  a  blow  with  the  buiend  of  j 
a  lance,  (hod  with  iron,  upon  the  jun6ture  pf  the| 
neck  with  the  back-bone.    This  produced  a  vio- 
lent fenfation  of  pain ;  but  it  was  a  mere  accident  i 
the  blow  was  not  with  the  point  -,  for  the  fmall> 
ihort  waiftcoat,  which  had  been  made  at  Algiers, 
the  faih  and  drawers,  all  in  the  Turkifh  falliionJ 
made  the  Arabs  believe  that  he  was  a  Turk ;  and) 
after  many  blows,  kick^,  and  curfes,  they  ftriptj 
him  of  the  little  clothing  he  had,  and  left  him! 
naked.     They  u£ed  the  reft  in  the  iame  manner,^ 
and  then  went  to  their  boats  to  look  for  the 
drowned  bodies. 

After  having  received  this  difcipline,  he  hadl 
walked,  or  crawled  up  among  fome  white,  fandy! 
hillocks,  where,  he  fat  down  and  concealed  himfelf  j 
as  much  as  polfibje.  The  weather  was  then  warni,| 
but  the  evening  promifed  to  be  cooler,  and  it  was | 
faft  drawing  on;  there  was  great  danger  to  be^ 
apprehended  if  he  approached  the  tents  where  thel 
women  were  while  he  was  naked ;  for  in  thisf 
Cafe  it  was  very  probable  he  would  receive  anotherj 
baftinado,  fomething  worfe  than  the  firft.  Still  he) 
was  fo  confufed,  that  he  had  not  recoUeded  hc| 
could  fpeak  to  them  in  their  own  language,  and| 
it  now  only  came  into  his  mind,  that  by  the  gib' 
hexifti,  in  imitation  of  Turkiib^  which  the  Arab! 
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Iliad  uttered  to  him  while  he  .was  beating  and ' 
mripping  him,  he  took  him  for  a  Turk,  and  to  this 
liniihke  he  probably  owed  his  ill  treatment. 

An  elderly  looking  man,  and  a  number  of 
[yoiing  Arabs,  came  up  to  him  where  he  was  fit- 
ting. He  gave  tJiem  the  falute,  Salam  Alicum  ! 
^hich  was  only  returned  by  one  young  man,  in  a 
tone  as  if  he  wondered  at  his  impudence.  The 
)ld  man  then  alked  him,  whether  he  was  a  Turk, 
md  what  he  had  to  do  there  ?  He  replied  he  was 
lo  Turk,  but  a  poor  Chrillian  phyfician,  a  dervife 
Ihat  went  about  the  world  feeking  to  do  good  for 
rod's  fake,  was  th6n  flying  from  famine,  and  going 
to  Greece  to  get  bread.  He  then  alked  him  if  he 
^as  a  Cretan.  He  faid,  he  had  never  been  in 
'rete,  but  came  from  Tunis,  and  was  returning 
^o  that  town,  having  loft  every  thing  he  had  in 
^he  ihipwreck  of  that  veifel.  He  faid  this  in  fo 
lefpairing  a  tone,  that  there  was  no  doubt  left 
rith  the  Arab  that  the  fa€t  was  true.  A  ragged, 
lirty  baracan  was  immediately  thrown  over  him, 
|nd  he  was  ordered  up  to  a  tent,  in  the  end  of 
rhich  flood  a  long  fpear  thruft  through  it,  the 
Arabian  mark  of  fovereign  diftin6tion. 
The  ihekh  of  the  tribe,  who  being  in  peace 
fhh  the  Bey  of  Bengazi,  and  alfo  with  the  Shekh 
^f  Ptolomcta,  after  many  queftions,  ordered  our 
raveller  a  plentiful  fupper,  of  which  all  his  fer- 
^ants  partook,  npne  of  them  having  perilhed.  A 
|iultitude  of  confultations  followed  on  their  com- 
)laiiits,  of  which  he  freed  himfelf  in  the  beft  man- 
ner he  could,  alleging  the  lofs  of  all  his  njedi- 
lines. 
After  ftaying  two  days  among  them,  the  Ihekh 
jftored  to  them  all  that  had  been  taken  from 
lem,  and  mounting  them  upoa  camels,  anil  eiv- 
Voi.XlV.  g  ing 
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ing  them  a  condudor,  he  forwarded  them  to  Ben* 
gazi,  where  they  arrived  the  fecond  day  in  the 
evening.  From  thence  he  fent  a  compliment  to 
the  (hekh,and  with  it  a  man  from  the  bey,entreat« 
ing  that  he  would  ufe  all  pofliible  means  to  fiAi  up 
fome  of  his  cafes,  for  which  he  aflured  him  he 
ihould  not  mifs  a  handfome  reward.  Promifes 
and  thanks  were  returned,  but  Mr.  Bruce  never 
heard  farther  of  his  inftruments ;  all  he  recover- 
ed, was  a  iilver  watch  of  £llicot,  the  work  of 
which  had  been  taken  out  and  broken,  fome  pen- 
cils and  a  fmall  port-folio,  in  which  were  iketches 
of  Ptolometa ',  his  pocket-book  too  was  found, 
but  his  pencil  was  loft,  being  in  a  common  iilver 
cafe,  and  with  them  all  the  aftronomical  obferva- 
tions  which  he  had  made  in  Barbary.    '     ' 

At  Bengazi,  Mr.  Bruce  found  a  fmall  French 
Hoop,  the  mafter  of  which  had  been  often  at  Al- 
giers when  he  was  conful  there.  He  had  even, 
as  the  mailer  remembered,  done  him  fome  Httle' 
fervice,  for  which  he  was  very  grateful.  He  had 
come  there  laden  with  corn,  and  was  going  up 
the  Archipelago,  or  towards  the  Morea,  for  more. 

The  harbour  of  Bengazi  being  full  of  fiih,  Mr, 
Btuce's  company  caught  a  great  quantity  with  a 
fmall  net;  they  likewife  procured  a  multitude 
with  the  line,  enough  to  have  maintained  a  larger 
number  of  perfons  than  the  family  confifted  of; 
they  had  little  bread  it  is  true,  but  ftill  their  in- 
duftry  kept  them  very  far  from  ftarving.    They 
endeavoured  to  inftru6l  thefe  wretches,  gave  thenj 
packthread  and  fome  coarfe  hooks,  by  which  they 
might  have  fublifted  with  the  fmalleft  attention - 
and  trouble:    but  they  would  rather  ftarve  ini 
multitudes,  ftriving  to  pick  up  iingle  grains  of | 
corD>  that  were  fcattered  upon  the  beach  by  the; 

burfting. 
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buHling  of  the  fackii  or  the  inattention  of  the 
marinerg,  than  take  the  pnlni  to  watch  one  hour 
[at  the  flowing  of  the  tide  for  excellent  filh. 
I    The  captain  of  thin  little  veiVel  lolt  no  time* 
[He  had  done  his  buiinefrt  well  j  and  though  he 
[was  returning  for  another  cargo,  yet  he  cheerful- 
ly offered  Mr.  Bruce  what  part  of  his  nnoney 
'le  fliould  want.    They  then  failed  with  a  fair 
:ind,  and  in  four  or  five  dayH  eafy  weather  land- 
ed at  Canea,  a  confiderable  fortihed  place  at  the 
feiX  end  of  the  iiland  of  Crete.    Here  our  tra- 
veller was  taken  dangeroufly  ill|  occalioned  by 
^is  extraordinary  exertions  in  the  fea  of  Ptolome- 
;  nor  was  he  in  the  luaft  the  better  from  the 
mating  he  had  received,  of  which  be  very  long 
ifterwards  bore  the  nnarks. 
From  Canea  ho  failed  for  Rhodes,  and  there 
let  with  his  books )  he  thpn  proceeded  to  Cafiel- 
roffo,  on  the  coaft  of  Caramania,  and  was  there 
redibly  informed,  that  there  were  very  magnifi- 
cent remains  of  ancient  buildings,  a  ihort  waf 
from  the  ihore,  on  the  opuofite  continent.  Cara- 
lania  is  a  part  of  Afia  Minor  yet  unexplored, 
lut  his  illnefs  increafing,  it  was  impoilible  to 
execute,  or  take  any  meafures  to  fecure  protec- 
tion, or  do  the  bufinefi  fafely }  fo  he  was  forced 
Ito  relinquiih  this  difcovery  to  fc)me  more  fortun* 
ite  traveller. 
Mr.  Bruce,  during  hii  fiay  at  Canea.  wrote  by 
ray  of  France,  and  again  while  at  Rhodes  by  way 
>f  Smyrna,  to  particular  friends  both  in  London 
ind  France,  informing  them  of  his  difaftrous  £tu- 
ition,  and  defiring  them  to  fend  him  a  moveable 
[uadrant  or  fextant,  a  time- keeper,  a  fiop- watch* 
refieding  telefcopei  and  one  of  DoUand's  achro* 
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fnatic  one9>  with  feveral  other  articles  of  wbic-fa 
he  was  then  in  much  want. 

Our  traveller  received  from  Paris  and  Londoii 
much  about  the  fame  time^  and  as  if  it  had  been 
dictated  by  the  fame  perfon,  nearly  the  fame  an- 
fwcr,  which  was  this,  that  every  body  was  cm- 
ployed  in  making  ii)(lruments  for  Daniih,  Swed- 
i(h,  and  other  foreign  allronomers  j  that  all  thofe 
which  were  completed  had  been  bought  up,  and 
without  waiting  a  conliderable,  indefinite  time, 
nothing  could  be^had  that  could  be  depended 
upon. 

Mr.  Bruce  finding  himfelf  much  hurt  by  falfe 
reports  that  had  been  raifed  againft  him  in  Eu- 
rope, and  feeing  himfelf  fo  treated  in  return  for 
fo  complete  a  journey  as  he  had  then  actually 
terminated,  thought  it  idle  to  facrifice  the  beft 
yea-rs  of  his  life  to  daily  pain  and  danger,  when 
the  impreflion  it  made  in  the  breads  of  his  coun- 
trymen, feemed  to  be  fo  weak,  fo  infinitely  un- 
worthy of  them  or  him. 

In  the^firfl  glow  of  his  refentments,  he  re- 
nounced all  thoughts  of  the  attempt  to  difcover 
the  fources  of  the  Nile,  and  he  repeated  his  or- 
ders no  more  for  either  quadrant,  telefcope,  or 
time-keeper.  He  had  pencils  and  paper  j  and 
luckily  his  large  camerii  obfcura,  which  had  efcap- 
ed  the  cataflrophe  of  Ptolometa,  was  arrived  froit 
Smyrna.  He  therefore  began  to  look  about  for 
the  means  of  obtaining  feaiible  and  fafe  methods 
of  repeating  the  fambus  journey  to  Palmyra. 

From  Smyrna,  Mr.  Bruce  went  to  Tripoli  in 
Syria,  and  thence  to  Haflia.  From  thence  he 
would  have  gone  fouthward  to  Balbec,  but  it  was 
then  befieged  by  Emir  Youfef,  Prince  of  the 
Drufes,  a  Pagan  natioti^  living  upon  Mount  Liba- 

nus. 
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ran.  Upon  that  he  returned  to  Tripoli  in  Sjria* 
ind  afttr  fome  time  iet  out  for  Aleppo,  travelling 
lorthward  along  the  plain  of  Jeune,  betwixt 
Mount  Lebanon  and  the  fea.  He  vifited  the  an- 
cient Byblusy  and  bathed  with  pleafure  in  the  ri» 
ter  Adonis.  All  here  is  claific  ground.  He  faw 
iTeveral  coniiderable  ruins  of  Grecian  architedure 
ill  very  much  defaced. 

Having  paiTed  Latikea,  he  came  to  Antioch, 
md  afterwards  to  Aleppo.  The  fever  and 
igne,  which  he  had  firil  caught  at  Bengazi^  had 
returned  upon  him  with  great  violence,  after 
Sailing  one  night  encamped  in  the  mulberry  gar* 
lens  behind  Sidon.  It  had  returned  in  very  (light 
)aroxyfms  feveral  times,  but  laid  hold  of  him 
vitb  more  than  ordinary  violence  on  his  arrival 
It  Aleppo,  where  he  came  juft  in  time  to  the 
loufe  of  Mr.  Belvillc,  a  French  merchant,  to 
irbom  he  was  addrelTed  for  his  credit.  Had  it  not 
)een  for  the  kind  attention  and  ikilful  advice  hfi 
lere  met  with,  it  is  probable  his  travels  would 
^ave  ended  at  Aleppo. 

Mr.  Bruce,    having  perfectly  recovered    bia 

lealth,  began  to  think  of  his  journey  to  Palmyra. 

He  fet  out  at  a  time  appointed  for  Hamath> 

/here  he  found  his  condu^or,  and  proceeded  to 

laflia.     The  river  which  palTes  through  the 

)lains  where  they  cultivate  their  beft  tobacco,  is 

the  Orontes  j  it  was  fo  fwollen  with  rain,  which 

■)ad  fallen  in  the  mountains,  that  the  ford  was  no 

ponger  vifible.     Stopping  at  two  miferable  huts 

linhabited  by  a  bafe  fet,  called  Turcomans,  our 

Jiraveller  alked  the  matter  of  one  of  them  to  fliew 

lim  the  ford,  which  he  very  readily  undertook  to 

io,  and  Mr.  Bruce  went,  for  the  length  of  fome 

C  3  yards. 
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vai^ds,  on  rough,  bat  very  hard  and  folid  ground.! 
:Thc  current  before  him  was,  however,  fo  violent,  j 
that  he  had  more  than  once  a  deHre  to  turn  back, 
buti  not  fufpe^ing  any  thing,  he  continued, 
when  on  a  ludden  both  he  and  his  horfe  fell  out 
of  their  depth  into  the  river;  and  both  had  the! 
good  fortune  to  fwim  feparately  and  fafely  alhore. 
At  a  fmall  dillance  from  thence  was  a  caphar, 
■or  turnpike,  where  the  keeper  told  him,  that  the 
place  where  he  had  croiTed,  was  the  remains  of  a 
Aons  bridge,  now  entirely  carried  awayj  that 
where  he  had  firft  entered,  was  one  of  the  wings 
of  the  bridge,  from  which  he  had  fallen  into  the 
fpace  the  firft  arch  occupied ;  that  the  people  _ 
who  had  mifguided  him  were  an  infamous  fet  of 
banditti ;  and  that  he  might  be  thankful,  on  ma- 
ny accounts,  that  he  had  made  fuch  an  efcape 
from  them,  and  was  now  on  theoppofite  fide.  He 
then  prevailed  on  the  caphar  man  to  iliew  his  fer- 
vants  the  right  ford.  • 

-  From  Haliia  they  proceeded  with  their  conduc* 
tor  to  Cariateen,  where,  an  old  man  on  horfcback, 
'One  from  the  Mowalli,  and  another  from  the  An- 
•ney  tribe,  accompanied  them  to  Palmyra:  tbe 
tribes  gave  tliem  camels  for  more  conimodioui 
travelling,  and  they  pafTed  the  defert  between 
Cariateen  and  Palmyra  in  a  day  and  two  nights, 
without  lleeping. 

Juft  before  they  came  in  fight  of  the  ruins, 
they  alcended  a  hill  of  white  gritty  ftone,  in  a 
-very  narrow,  winding  road,  fuch  as  is  called  a 
pafs,  and,  when  arrived  at  the  top,  there  opened 
t)efoi*e  them  the  moft  aftonifhing,  fiupendous 
fight  that  perhaps  every  appeared  to  mortal  eyes. 
The  whole  plain  below,  which  was  very  extenfive, 
^wa$  covered  Co  thick  with  magnificent  buildings, 

that 
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Lit  the  one  feemed  to  touch  the  other,  all  of  fine 
Proportions,  all  of  agreeable  forms,  all  compofed 
if  white  ilones,  M/hich  at  that  diftance  appeared 
Ike  marble.    At  the  end  of  it  flood  the  palace  of 

le  fun,  a'  building  worthy  to  clofc  fo  magnificent 

fcene. 

Mr.  Bruce  proceeded  from  Palmyra  to  Balbec, 
|i(^ant  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and 

rrivcd  the  fame  day  that  Emir  Youfef  had  re- 
luced  the  town  and  fettled  the  government,  and 
Vas  decamping  from  it  on  his  return  homcj.  Thi» 

ras  the  luckieft  moment  polllble  for  our  traveller, 
he  was  the  emir's  friend,  and  had  obtained  li- 

;rty  to  do  there  what  he  pleafed ;  and  to  this  in« 
[ulgence  was  added  the  great  convenience  of 

le  emir*s  abfence,  fo  that  he  was  not  troubled 
|y  the  obfervance  of  any  court-ceremony  or  at- 

jndance,  or  leafed  with  impertinent  queftions. 
Kalbec  is  pleafantly  fituated  in  a  plain  on  the 

rert  of  Anti-Libanus,  is  finely  watered,    and 

bounds  in  gardens.     It  is  about  fifty  miles  from 

[aflia,  and  about  thirty  from  the  neareft  fea- 

>aft,  >^ich  is  the  fituation  of  the  ancient  Ryblus. 
'he  interior  of  the  great  temple  of  Balbec,  fup- 
[ofed  to  be  that  of  the  fun,  furpaffes  any  thing  at 
jalmyra, ,  . 

Faffing  by  Tyr^,  from  curiofity  only,  Mr.  Bruce 
fame  to  be  a  mournful  witnefs  of  the  truth  of 

»at  prophecy,  that  Tyre,  the  queen  of  nations, 

lould  be  a  rock  for  fiUiers  to  dry  their  nets  on. 

wo  wretched  fiftiermen,  with 'miferable  nets, 
javing  juft  given  over  their  occupation  with  very 
ittle  fuccefs,  he  engaged  them,  at  the  expence  of 
heir  nets,  to  drag  in  thofe  places  where  they 
^id  fhell-fiih  inight  be  caught,  in  hopes  to  have 

rought  out  one  of  the  famous  purple-fifli.    He 

did 


90  BRUCB*S   TttAVELft. 

did  not  fuccecd,  but  in  this  he  fuppofes  he  was  at 
lucky  as  the  old  tifhers  had  ever  been.  The  pur* 
ple-fi(h  at  Tyre  feems  to  have  been  only  a  con- 
cealment of  their  knowledge  of  cochineal ;  for 
had  they  depended  upon  the  fi(h  for  their  dye,  if 
the  whole  city  of  Tyre  applied  to  nothing  elfe 
but  filhing,  they  would  not  have  coloured  twen- 
ty yards  of  cloth  in  a  year.  Much  fatigued^  but 
fatisfied  beyond  meafure  with  what  he  had  feen, 
our  traveller  arrives  at  Sidon  in  good  health. 

Having  at  laft  determined  to  profecute  hi»  long- 
intended  expedition  to  difcover  the  Source  of  the 
Nile,  he  luiiled  from  Sidon,  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1768,  bound  for  the  liland  of  Cyprus,  the  wind 
being  favourable  and  the  weather  clear  and  hot. 

On  the  16th,  at  dawn  of  day,  our  traveller  fa\v 
a  high  hill,  which  from  its  particilar  form,  de- 
fcribed  by  Strabo,  he  took  for  Mount  Olympus. 
.It  is  very  lingular,  that  Cyprus  ihould  be  fo  long 
undifcovered ;  Ihips  had  been  ufed  in  the  Medi- 
terranean one  thoufand  feven  hundred  years  be- 
fore Chrift ;  yet,  though  only  a  day's  failing  from 
the  continent  of  Aiia  on  the  north  and  e^iit,  and 
little  more  from  that  of  Africa  on  the  fouth,  it 
was  not  known  at  the  building  of  Tyre,  a  little 
before  the  Trojan  war,  that  is,  five  hundred  years 
after  ihips  had  been  palling  to  and  fro  in  the  fur- 
rounding  feas. 

A  great  many  medals,  though  very  few  of  them 
gcod,  are  dug  up  in  Cyprus  j  fiJver  ones,  of  very 
excellent  workmanlhip,  are  found  near  Paphos, 
but  of  little  value  in  the  eyes  of  antiquarians, 
being  chiefly  of  towns.  Intaglios,  there  arc 
fome  few,  part  in  very  excellent  Greek  ftyle,  and 
generally  upon  better  ftones  than  ufual  in  the 
illands,  , 

Ob 
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On  the  17th  of  June,  they  left  Lernica,  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  the  20th  of 
fune,  early  in  the  morning,  our  traveller  had  a 
liftant  profpefit  of  Alexandria  rifing  from  the  fea. 
")n  the  hrft  view  of  the  city,  the  mixture  ot  old 
lonuments,  fuch  as  the  Column  of  Pompey,  with 
the  high  moorilh  towers  and  fleeples,  raile  our  ex- 
>e£tations  of.  the  confequence  of  the  ruins  we  are 
[o  find ;  but  the  moment  we  are  in  port,  the  illu- 
ion  ends,  and  we  diftinguifli  the  immcnfe  Hercu- 
lean works  of  ancient  times,  now  few  in  number, 
from  the  ill-imagined,  ill-conftru6ted,  and  imper- 
|fe6t  buildings,  of  the  feveral  barbarous  mailers  of 
Jexandria  in  later  ages. 

Ancient  Alexandria  has  often  changed  matters 

pnce  the  time  of  Caefar.     It  was  at  laft  deftroyed 

)y  the  Venetians  and  Cypriots,  after  the  releafe 

)f  St.  Lewis.    There  is  nothing  beautiful  or  plea- 

|ant  in  the  modern  Alexandria,  but  a  handfome 

Ireet  where  a  very  adtive  and  intelligent  number 

)f  m'erchants  live  upon  the  miferable  remnants  of 

Ihat  trade,  which  made  its  glory  in  the  firft  times. 

tt  is  thinly  inhabited,  and  there  is  a  tradition 

imong  the  natives,  that,  more  than  once,  it  has 

)een  iti  agitation  to  abandon  it  altogether,  and 

retire  to  Rofetto  or  Cairo  j  but  that  they  have 

')een  withheld  by  the  opinion  of  divers  faints  from 

\rabia,  who  haveaflured  them,  that  Mecca  being 

leftroycd,  as  they  think  it  muft  be  by  the  Ruffi- 

fans,  Alexandria  is  then  to  become  the  holy  place, 

and  that  Mahomet's  body  is  to  be  tranfported 

[thither.  * 

On  Mr.  Bruce's  arrival  at  Alexandria,  he  found 
that  the  plague  had  raged  in  that  city  and 
[neighbourhood  from  the  beginning  o'  March, 
[and  that  two  days  only  before  their  arrival,  peo« 
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pie  had  begun  to  open  their  houfes  and  commu- 
nicate with  each  other ;  but  it  was  no  matter,  St.{ 
John's  day  was  pad,  the  miraculous  uudtat  or  dew,  \ 
had  fallen,  and  every  body  went  about  their  ordi- 
nary bulinefs  in  iafety,  and  without  fear.     Here 
Mr.  Bruce  received  his  indruments^  and  found 
them  in  good  condition. 
'       Our  traveller  being  now  prepared  for  any  en- 
terprife,  feL  out  for  Rofetto.   The  journey  to  this 
place  is  always  performed  by  land,  as  the  mouth 
of  the  branch  of  the  Nile  leading  to  the  Rofetto, 
called  the  Bogaz,  is  very  (hallow  and  dangerous 
to  pafs,  and  often  tedious.    The  journey  by  land  i 
is  alfo  reputed  dangerous,  and  people  travel  bur-  ] 
dened  with  arms,  which  they  are  determined  ne- 1 
ver  to  ufe. 

Kofetto  Hands  upon  that  branch  of  the  Nile 
which  was  called  the  Bolbdttic  Branch,  audisabout 
four  miles  from  the  fea.  It  is  a  large,  clean,  neat 
town,  or  village,  upon  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Nile. 
It  is  about  three  miles  long,  much  frequented  by 
Hudious  and  religious  Mahometans ;  among  thefe 
too  are  a  coniiderable  number  of  merchants,  it 
being  the  entrepot  between  Cairo  and  Alexan- 
dria, and  -vice  verfa  ;  here  too  the  merchants  have 
their  fadors,  who  filperintend  and  watch  over 
the  merchandife  which  palTes  the  Bogaz  to  and 
from  Cairo.  There  are  many  gardens,  and  much 
verdure,  about  Rofetto  j  the  ground  is  low,  and 
retains  long  the  moifture  it  imbibes  from  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nile. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  Mr.  Bruce  embarked  for 
Cairo,  where  he  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  Ju- ; 
ly,  recommended  to  the  very  hofpi  table  houfe  of^ 
Julian  and  Bertran,  to  whom  he  imparted  his  re- 
fojution  of  purfuing  his  journey  to  Abyflinia. 
.,..  ThO] 
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le  teildnefs  of  the  intention  leeined  to  firike 
lem  greatly,  on  which  account  they  endeavour- 
all  they  could  to  perfuade  him  againli  it,  but, 
;ing  him  refolved,  they  oifered  kindly  their  naoft 
iffedual  fervices. 
That  part  of  Cairo,  in  which  the  French  are 
;ttled,  is  exceedingly  commodious,  and  fit  for 
jtirement.  It  coniifts  of  one  long  ftreet,  where 
|ll  the  merchants  of  that  nation  live  together.  It 
fliut  at  one  end,  by  large  gates,  where  there  is 
guard,  and  thefe  are  kept  conflantly  clofe  in  the 
lime  of  the  plague.  At  the  other  end  is  a  large 
garden  tolerably  kept,  in  which  there  are  feveral 
^leafant  walks  and  feats.  All  the  enjoyment  that 
^hriflians  can  hope  for,  among  this  vile  people, 
sduces  itfelf  to  peace  and  quiet ;  nobody  feeks 
lor  more.  * 

There  are  perhaps  four  hundred  inhabitants  in 
?airo,  who  have  abfolute  power  j  and  adminifter 
^hat  they  call  jullice,  in  their  own  way,  and  ac- 
cording to  their  own  views.  But  fortunately,  in 
Tr.  Bruce's  time,  this  many-headed  monfter  was 
10  more  j  there  was  but  one  Ali  Bey,  and  there 
7as  neither  inferior  nor  fuperior  jurifdi6tion 
^xercifed,  but  by  his  officers  only.  This  happy 
late  did  not  laft  long.  In  order  to  be  a  bey, 
fhe  perfon  muft  have  been  a  flave,  and  bought 
|br  money  at  a  market.  Every  bey  has  a  great 
lumber  of  fervants.  Haves  to  him,  as  he  was  to 
)thers  before  5  thefe  are  his  guards,  and  thefe  he 
)romotes  to  places  in  his  houfehold,  according  as 
ihey  arc  qualified. 

It  is  very  extraordinary,  to  find  a  race  of  men 
m  |)ower,  all  agree  to  leave  their  fucceffion  to 
krangers,  in  preference  to  their  awn  children,  for 
number  of  ages  5   and  that  no  one  Ihoujd  ever 

have 
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have  attempted  to  make  ^his  fon  fucceed  him  J 
cither  in  dignity  or  eftate,  in  preference  to  a  (lave,  | 
whom  he  has  bought  for  money  like  a  beaft. 

The  inftant  that  Mr.  Bruce  arri ved. at  Cairo, | 
was  perhaps  the  only  one  in  which  he  ever  could 
have  been  allowed,  iingle  and  unproteded  as  he 
was,  to  have  made  his  intended  journey.  AH  Bey, 
known  in  Europe  by  various  narratives  of  the  laft 
tranfaftiqns  of  his  life,  after  having  undergone 
many  changes  of  fortune,  and  been  banilhed  by 
his  rivals  from  his  capital,  at  laft  had  enjoyed  the 
fatisfa'3:lon  of  a  return^  and  of  making  himfelf 
abfolute  in  Cairo. 

After  a  variety  of  circumftance*  of  little  confe- 
quence  to  the  reader,  Mt.  Bruce  was  admitted  to 
an  audience  of  the  bey.  He  was  fitting  upon  a 
large  fofa,  covered  with  crimlbn  cloth  of  gold; 
his  turban,  his  girdle,  and  the  head  of  his  dagger, 
all  thick  covered  with  fine  brilliants ;  one  in  his 
turban,  that  ferved  to  fupport  a  fprig  of  brilliants 
alfo,  vjas  among  the  largeft  Mr.  Bruce  had  ever  | 
ieen.  The  bey  entered  into  difcourfe  with  him 
concerning  the  Ruliian  and  Turkifli  war,  and 
converfed  fome  time  with  him  on  that  fubje6t. 

Two  or  three  nights  afterwards,  the  bey  fen t 
for  him  again.  It  was  near  eleven  o'clock  before 
he  got  admittance  to  him.  He  met  the  janizary 
Aga,  going  out  from  him,  and  a  number  of  foldiers 
at  the  door.  As  Mr.  Bruce  did  not  know  him,  he 
pafTed  him  without  ceremony,  which  is  not  ufual 
for  any  perfon  to  do.  When  ever  he  mounts  on 
horfeback,  as  he  wa-s  then  juft  going  to  do,  he 
has  abfolute  power  of  life  and  death,  without  ap- 
peal, all  over  Cairo  and  it^  neighbourhood. 

He  ftopt  our  traveller  juft  at  the  threlhold,  and 

aiked  one  of  the  \^cfi  people  who  he  was ;  and 

I  was 
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tas  anfwered,  "  It  is  Hakim  Englefe,"  the  Eng- 
1  philofopher  or  phyfician.  He  aiked  Mr.  Bruce 
Turkiili,  in  a  very  polite  manner,  if  he  would 
me  and  fee  him,  for  he  was  not  well  ?  He 
fwered  him  in  Arabic,  **  Yes,  whenever  he 
eafed,  but  could  not  then  Hay,  as  he  had  re- 
ived a  meffage  that  the  bey  was  waiting."  He 
lied  in  Arabic>  "  no,  no  j  go,  for  God's  lake  go ; 
y  time  will  do  for  me." 

The  bey  was  fitting,  leaning  forward,  with  a 

ax-taper  in  one  hand,  and  reading  a  fmall  flip  of 

per,  which  he  held  clofe  to  his  face.    He  feem- 

to  have  little  light,  or  weak  eyes  j  nobody  was 

ar  him  :  his  people  had  been  all  difmiir<:id,  or 

lere  following  the  janizary  Aga  out. 

He  did  not  feem  to  obferve  Mr.  Bruce  till  he 

s  clofe  upon  .  him,  and  flarted,  when  he  faid 

Salam."     He  told  him  he  came  upon  his  mef- 

e.  He  faid  "  I  thank  you  j  did  I  fend  for  you  ?" 

d  without  giving  him  leave  to  reply,  went  on, 

true,  I  did  fo,"  and  fell  to  reading  his  paper 

am.    After  this  was  over,  he  complained  that 

had  been  ill,  that  he  votpited  immediately  af- 
X  dinner,  though  he  ate  moderately ;  that  his 
mach  was  not  yet  fettled,  and  was  afraid  fome- 
ing  had  been  given  him  to  do  him  mifchief. 
Our  traveller  felt  his  pulfe,  which  was  low  and 
leak  J  but  very  little  feverifti.     He  defired  he 

uld  order  his  people  to  look  if  his  meat  was 
elTed  in  copper  properly  tinned  j  he  alTured  him 

was  in  no  danger,  and  infinuated  that  he 
ought  he  had  been  guilty  of  fome  excefs  before 
nner }  at  which  he  fmiled,  and  fidd  to  one  who 
as  Handing  by,  '*  Afrite !  Afrite  l"  he  is  a  devil ! 

is  a  devil !    After  giving  fome  iimple  direc- 

as,  our  traveller  retired. 

Vot.XiV.  D  A* 
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A^  Mr.  Bruce*8  favour  with  the  bey  was  nowj 
cftaWilhed  by  frequent  interviews,  he  delired  Mr.i 
Rifk,  tiiC  bey's  fecretary,  to  procure  his  pcremp. 
tory  letters  of  recommendation  to  Shekh  Haman, 
to  the  governor  of  Syene,  Ihrim,  and  Dcir,  in 
Upper  Egypt.  He  procured  aUo  the  fame  from 
the  janizaries,  to  thefe  three  lad  places,  as  their 
garrifons  are  from  that  body  at  Cairo,  which 
they  call  their  Port.  He  had  alfo  letters  from 
AH  Bey  to  the  Bey  of  Suez,  to  the  Sherriffe  of 
Mecca,  to  the  Nay  be  (fo  they  call  the  fovereign) 
of  Mafuah,  and  to  the  King  of  Sennaar^  and  his 
minifter  for  the  time  being. 

Having  obtained  all  his  letters  and  difpatches, 
as  well  from  the  patrilarch  as  from  the  bey,  he  fet 
about  preparing  for  his  journey. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  Nile,  from  Cairo,  is 
Geeza ;  and  about  eleven  miles  beyond  this  are 
the  pyramids,,  called  the  Pyramids  of  Greeza,  the 
defcription  of  which  is  in  every  body's  hands. 

it  is  very  Angular,  that  for  fuch  a  time  as  thefe 
pyramids  have  been  known,  travellers  were  con- 
tent rather  to  follow  the  report  of  the  ancients, 
than  to  make  ufe  of  their  own  eyes  j  yet  it  has 
been  a  conftant  belief,  that  the  ftones  compofing 
theie  pyramids  have  been  brought  from  the  Ly- 
bian  mountains,  though  any  one  who  will  take 
the  pains  to  remove  the  fand  on  the  fouth  fide, 
will  find  the  (olid  rock  there  hewn  into  fteps.  In 
the  roof  of  the  large  chamber,  where  the  Sarco- 
phagus Hands,  as  alfo  in  the  top  of  the  roof  of 
the  gallery,  as  you  go  up  into  that  chamber,  ycx 
fee  larg^  fragments  of  the  rock,  affording  an  un* 
anfwerable  proof,  that  thofe  pyramids  were  oncci 
huge  rocks,  (landing  where  they  now  axe ;  thati 
ibme  of  thcm^  the  moft  proper  for  their  form, 

were 
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jrere  chofen  for  the  body  of  the  pyramid,  and 
je  others  hewn  into  fteps,  to  ferve  for  their  fu- 
;rftiu6kure,  and  the  exterior  parts  of  them*. 

Mr.  Briice  having  now  provided  every  thing 
lecelVary,  and  taken  leave  of  his  very  indulgent 
riends,  who  had  great  apprehen lions  that  he  and 
|is  companions  would  never  return  ;  and  fearing 
p  they  lliould  raifs  the  eteiian  winds,  he  fecured 
[boat  to  carry  them  to  Furfliout,  the  refidenceof 
Tamani,  tlip  fliekh  of  Upper  Egypt. 

This  fort  of  velTel  is  called  a  Canja,  and  is  one 

the  moft  commodious  ufed  on  any  river,  being 
ife,  and  expeditious  at  the  fame  time.  That  on 
rhich  they  embarked  was  about  one  hundred 
set  from  fiern  to  flem,  with  two  mads,  main 

id  foreman,  and  two  mondrous  latine  fails ;  the 
lainfail  yard  being  about  two  hundred  feet  in 
^ngth. 

A  certain  kind  of  robber,  peculiar  to  the  Nile, 

conftantly  on  the  watch  to  rob  boats,  in  which 
ley  fuppofe  the  crew  are  off  tlieir  guard.   They 

snerally  approach  the  boat  when  it  is  calm* 

ither  fwimming  under  water,  or  when  it  is  dark, 

bon  goat  Ikins  j  after  which  they  mount  with 

pe  utmoft  filence,  and  take  away  whatever  they 

hn  lay  their  hands  on.    They  are  not  very  fond, 

feems,  of  meddling  with  teffels  whereon  they 
;e  Pranks,  or  Europeans,  on  account  of  their 
irearms. 

It  was  the  12th  of  December,  when  they  em- 

brked  on  the  Nile  at  Bulac,  on  board  the  canja. 

\t  firft  they  had  the  precaution  to  apply  to  their 

[riend  Riik  concerning  their  captain,  Hagi  Haf- 

m  Abou  Culfi,  and  they  obliged  him  to  give  his 

This  appears  a  fingular  idea,  though  it  may  be  partially  juft. 

D  2  fon, 
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fon,  Mahomet,  rn  fecurity  for.  his  behaviour  toJ 
-wards  them.  There  was  nothing  fo  much  theyl 
defired  as  to  be  at  fome  diftance  from  Cairo  onj 
their  voyage.  Incivility  and  isxtortion  are  always! 
the  confequence  in  this  dcteftable  place  wheaj 
yon  are  about  to  leave  it. 

The  wind  being  contrary,  they  were  obligeds 
to  advance  againft  the  ftream,  by  having  the  boat! 
drawn  with  a  rope.  They  advanced  a  few  milesj 
to  two  convents  of  Cophts,  called  Deireteen. 
Here  they  flopped  to  pafs  the  night,  having  had 
a  fine  view  of  the  pyramids  of  Geeza  and  Sacca- 
ra,  and  being  then  in  fight  of  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  others  built  of  white  clay,  and  flretching 
far  into  the  defert  to  the  fouth-weft. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Nile,  oppofite  to  their  boat, 
a  little  farther  to  the  fouth,  was  a  tribe  of  Arabs 
encamped.  Thefe  were  fubje6t  to  Cairo,  or  were 
then  at  peace  with  its  goverilment.  They  arp 
called  Howadat,  being  a  part  of  the  Atouni,  a 
large  tribe  that  poflblTes  the  Iflhmus.of  Suez, 
and  from  that  go  up  between  the  Red  Sea  and  the 
mountains  that  bound  the  eaft  part  of  the  Valley 
of  Egypt.  They  reach  to  the  length  of  Coflfeir, 
where  they  border  upon  another  large  tribe  call- 
ed Ababde,  vi^hich  extends  from  thence  up  into 
Nubia.  Both  thefe  are  what  were  anciently 
called  Shepherds,  and  are  conttantly  at  war  wi,th 
each  other. 

Mr.  Bruce  now  bargained  with  the  fliekh  of 
the  Howadat  to  furniln  him  with  horfes  to  go  to 
Metrahenny,  or  Mohannan,  where  once  he  faid 
Mimf  had  flood,  a  large  city,  the  capital  of  all, 
Egypt.  All  this  was  executed  with  great  fuccel's. 
Early  in  the  morning  the  fhekh  of  the  Howadat 
had  pafTed  at  Miniel,  where  there  is  a  ferry,  the 

Nile 
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file  being  Tery  deepi  fltid  attended  our  traveller 

[ith  five  horfemen,  and  a  fpare  horfe  for  himfelf, 
Metrahenny,  fouth  of  Miniel)  where  there  is  a 

^eat  plantation  of  palm-trees. 
On  the  lath,  in  the  morning,  our  travellers  let 

It  their  vaft  faiUi  and  patted  a  very  conliderable 

[lage  called  Turrflf  on  the  eaft  iide  of  the  river^ 

|d  Shekh  Atnian*  a  fmali  village,  conliHing  of 
)ut  thirty  houfeSj  on  the  weft. 

[The  Nile  here  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 

)ad  ;  and  there  cannot  be  the  fmalleft  doubt, 

any  perfon  difpofed  to  be  convinced,  that  this 

by  far  the  narrowed  part  of  Egypt  yet  feen ; 

it  is  certainly  lefs  than  half  a  mile  between 

|e  foot  of  the  mountain  and  the  Lybian  iliore. 

JHaving  gained  the  weftern  edge  of  the  palm- 
:s  at  Mohannan,  our  travellers  had  a  fair  view 
the  pyramids  at  Geezii  which  lie  in  a  dire£tion 
irly  fouth-weft.  They  faw  three  large  granite 
lars  fouth-weil  of  Mohunnan,  and  a  piece  of  a 
)ken  cheft  or  ciftern  of  granite)  but  no  obe- 
w,  or  (tones  with  hieroglyphics,  and  they 
mght  the  greateH  part  of  the  ruins  feemed  to 
|nt  that  way,  or  more  foutherly. 
"^hefe,  their  condu^or  faid,  were  the  ruins  of 
Imf,  or  Memphis,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Pha- 
)hs,  kings  of  Egypt  j  and  that  there  was  an- 
^er  Mimf,  far  down  iti  the  Delta,  by  which  he 
uit  Menouf, below  Terane  and  Batn  el  Baccara. 
(r.  Bruce,  perceiving  now  that  he  could  get 
farther  intelligence,  returned  with  his  kind 

bde,  whom  he  gratitied  for  his  pains,  and  they 

'-ted  content  with  each  other. 
[t  was  near  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when 

py  returned  to  their  boatmen.    The  wind  was 
and  frcfli,  when,  in  jreat  fpirits^  they  hoifted 
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their  main  and  fore-fails,  leaving  the  point  0/ 
Metrahenny.  They  faw  the  Pyramids  of  Siacca- 
ra  ftill  fouth-weft  of  themj  feveral  villages  on 
both  fides  of  the  river,  but  very  poor  and  mife- 
rable  j  and  part  of  the  ground  on  the  eaft  lide 
had  been  overflowed,  yet  was  not  fown  j  a  proof 
of  the  oppreflion  and  diftrefs  the  hulbandman 
fuffers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cairo,  by  the 
avarice  and  dlfagreement  of  the  different  officers 
of  that  motley  incompreheniible  government. 

After  failing  about  two  miles,  they  faw  three 
men  fifhing  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  and 
iituation.  They  were  on  a  raft  of  palm  branches, 
fupported  on  a  float  of  clay  jars,  made  faft  toge- 
ther. The  form  was  triangular,  like  the  face  of 
a  pyramid  ',  two  men,  each  provided  with  a  caft- 
ing-net,  flood  at  the  two  corners,  and  threw  their 
net  into  the  ftream  together ;  the  third  itood  at 
the  third  corner,  which  was  foremoft,  and  threw 
his  net  the  moment  the  other  two  drew  theirs 
out  of  the  water.  And  this  they  repeated,  in 
perfect  time,  and  with  furprifing  regularity. 
The  rais  thought  our  travellers  wanted  to  buy 
fllh,  and  letting  go  his  mainfail,  ordered  them  on 
board  with  a  great  tone  of  fuperiority. 

They  were  in  a  moment  alonglide  of  them; 
and  one  of  them  came  on  board,  lafliing  his  mi- 
ferablc  raft  to  a  rope  at  their  ftern.  In  reconi- 
penfe  for  their  trouble,  they  gave  them  fome  large 
pieces  of  tobacco,  and  this  tranfported  them  lo 
much,  that  they  brought  them  a  balket  of  feve- 
ral different  kinds  of  fifh,  all  fmall,  excepting 
one  laid  on  the  top  of  the  balket,  which  weigh- 
ed about  ten  pounds,  and  was  moil  excellent,  be- 
ing perfe6tly  firm,  and  white  like  a  perch.  Mr. 
Bruce  exaniined  their  nets,  and  could  not  fuffi| 
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tntly  admire  their  fuccefs,  in  a  violent  ftream 
deep  water;  fuch  as  the  Nilcj  for  the  river 
IS  at  leaft  twelve  feet  deep  where  they  were 
ling,  and  the  current  very  ftrong. 
pThele  filhers  offered  willingly  to  take  Mr. 
ruce  upon  the  raft  to  teach  him  j  but  his  curio- 
y  went  not  To  fair.  They  faid  their  filhitig 
IS  merely  accidental,  and  in  the  courfe  of  their 
ide,  .which  was  felling  thefe  potter  earthen 
l^sj  and  after  having  carried  the  raft  with 
sm  to  Cairo,  they  untie,  fell  them  at  the  mar- 
^t,  and  carry  the  produce  home  in  money,  or 
necelTaries  upon  their  backs. 
I  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  they  came 
the  point  of  an  iiland ;  there  were  feveral 
Uages  with  date-trees  on  both  (ides  of  them ; 
le  ground  was  overflowed  by  the  Nile,  and  cul- 
Srated.  They  then  came  to  Halouan,  an  ifland 
m  divided  into  a  number  of  fmall  ones,  by  ca- 
les  being  cut  through  it,  and,  under  different 
rabic  names,  they  ftill  reach  very  far  up  the 
ream.  Mr.  Bruce  landed  to  fee  if  there  were 
^mains  of  the  olive  tree,  which  Strabo  fays 
kw  here,  but  without  fuccefs.  Our  travellers 
lagined,  however,  that  there  had  been  fuch  a 

lee ',  becaufe,  oppofitc  to  one  of  the  divifions  in- 
which  this  large  ifland  is  broken,  there  was  a 
lliage  called  Zeitoon,  or  the  Olive  Tree. 
I  On  the  15th  of  December,  the  weather  being 

karlv  calm,    they   left   the   north   end  of  the 
land  J  their  courfe  was  due  fouth,  the  line  of  the 

Iverj  and  three  miles  farther  they  paffedWoodan, 

nd  a  colledion  of  villages,  all  going  by  that 

lame,  upon  the  eaft* 
The  Nile  is  here  but  (liallow,  and  narrow,  not 

exceeding  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  and  three 

feet 
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feet  deep ;  owing,  as  he  fuppolcd,  to  the  refiilJ 
ance  made  by  the  ifland,  in  the  middle  of  the) 
current,  nnd  by  a  bend  it  makes,  thus  intercept^j 
ing  the  fnnd  brought  down  by  the  ftream.  The 
mountains  here  come  down  till  within  two  mile 
of  Suf  el  Woodan,  for  fo  the  village  is  callcdJ 
They  were  told  of  fome  ruins  to  the  weftward  oi 
this,  but  only  rubbifh^  neither  arch  nor  colutnc 
ilanding. 

The  wind  ftill  frefliening,  they  pafTed  by  fe- 
veral  villages  on  each  iide,  all  funounded  witii  4 
palm-trees,  verdant  and  pleafant ;  but  conveying 
an  idea  of  famenefs  and  want  of  variety,  fuch  at 
every  traveller  muft  have  felt  who  has  failed  in 
the  placid,  muddy,  green- banked  rivers  in  Hol- 
land. The  Nile,  however,  is  here  full  a  mile 
broad,  the  water  deep,  and  the  current  ftrong. 

They  pafled  with  great  velocity  Nizelet  Em- 
barak,  Cubabac,  Nizelet  Omar,  Racca  Kibeer, 
then  Racca  Seguier,  and  came  in  iight  of  Atfia, 
a  large  village  at  fome  diflance  from  the  Nile; 
all  the  valley  here  was  green,  the  palm  groves 
beautiful,  and  the  river  deep.  Still  it  was  not 
the  profpe^t  that  pleafed ;  for  the  whole  ground 
that  was  fown  to  the  fandy  afcent  of  the  moun- 
tains, was  but  a  narrow  ilripe  of  three  quarters  | 
of  a  mile  broad,  and  the  mountains  themfelves, 
•wliich  bounded  this  narrow  valley,  were  white, 
gritty,  fandy,  and  uneven,  and  perfectly  dcfti- 
tute  of  vegetation. 

They  kept,  as  ufual,  a  very  good  watch  all. 
night,  which  pafled  without  difturbance.  Next 
day,  the  17th,  was  exceedingly  hazy  in  the 
morning,  though  it  cleared  about  ten  o'clock. 
it  was,  however,  fufficient  to  ftiew  the  falfity  ofj 
the  obfcrvation  of  an  author,  who  fays,  that  thcl 
2  Me' 
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\c  emits  no  fogs,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  voy- 
{\\vy  often  faw  other  examples  of  the  fallacy 
this  aflertlon. 

'he  18th,  about  eight  in  the  mornincf,  they 
►pared  to   get  on.  their  way  j  the  wind  was 
|ni,  and  foiilh. 
.ftt-r  paQing  Comadrieedy,  the  Nile  is  again 
idetl  by  another  fragment  of  the  iiland,  and 
lines  a  little  to  the  wcftwaid.     On  the  caft  is 
village  Sidi  Ali  el  Courani.     It  has  only  two 
trees  belonging  to  it,  and  on  that  account 
n  a  dcfcrted  appearance  j  but  the  wheat  upon 
banks  was  five  inches  high,  and  more  ad- 
iced  than  any  they  had  feen.     The  mountains 
Itheeaft  fide  came  down  to  the  banks  of  the 
(e,  were  bare,  white,  and  fandy,  and   there 
on  riiis  fide  no  appearance  of  villages.     The 
*r  here  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  or 
lething  more.     It  (hould  feem  it  was  the  An- 
)rum  Civitas  of  Ptolemy  j  but  neither  night 
day  could  Mr    Bruce   get   an    inftant   for 
fervation,  on  account  of  thin  white  clouds, 
(ich  confufed  (for  they  fcarce  could  be  faid 
:over)  the  heavens  continually, 
^hey  now  palled  a  convent  of  Cophts,  with  a 
ill  plantation  of  palms.     It  was  a  miferable 
|l(ling,  with  a  dome,   and  ftood  quite  alone, 
mt  four  miles  from  this  was  the  village  of 
telet  el  Arab,  confifting  of  poor  huts.     Here 
^an  large  plantations  of  fugar-cane,  the  firft 
5y  had  yet  feen  j  they  were  then  loading  with 
Me  to  carry  them  to  Cairo.     Mr.  Brtice  pro- 
rcd  from  them  as  many  as  he  defired.     The 
»es  were  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  in  dia- 
ller, they  were  cut  in  round  pieces  about  three 
fhes  long  -,  and,  jlfter  having  been  flit,  they 

were 
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were  (leeped  in  a  wooden  bowl  of  water.    The 
give  a  very  agreeable  tafte  and  flavour  to  it,  andf 
make  it  the  moft  refrefhing  drink  in  the  world; 
whilft,  by  imbibing  the  water,  the  canes  beconift 
more  juicy,  and  lol'e  a  part  of  their  heavy,  clamj 
my    fweetnefs,    which    would    occaiion    thirftj 
Our  traveller  was  furprifed  at  finding  this  plain! 
in  fuch  a  Hate  of  perfection  fo  far  to  the  northf 
ward.     They  were  now  fcarcely  arrived  in  lati-j 
tude  29  degrees,  and  nothing  could   be  morel 
beautiful  and  perfcA  than  the  canes  were. 

Sugar,  tobacco,  red  podded  or  Cayenne  pepper, 
cotton,  romefpecies  of  Solanum,indigo,anda  mul 
titude  of  others,  have  not  as  yet  their  origin  well 
afcertained.  It  will  be  foon  difficult  to  afcer-  i 
tain  to  each  quarter  of  the  world  the  articlesv|l 
that  belong  to  it,  and  fix  upon  thole  few  thatfl 
are  common  to  all.  Even  wheat,  the  early  pro*! 
duce  of  Egypt,  is  not  a  native  of  it.  It  growjj 
under  the  line,  within  the  tropics,  and  as  far! 
north  and  fouth  as  we  know.  Severe  northern! 
winters  feem,  however,  to  be  neceflary  to  it,  and! 
It  vegetates  vigt^roufly  in  frofl  and  fnow.  Butl 
whence  it  came,  and  in  what  fliape,  is  yet  leftj 
to  conjecture. 

Though  the  ftripe  of  green  wheat  was  conti- 
nued all  along  the  Nile,  it  was  interrupted  foil 
about  half  a  mile  on  eacli  fide  of  the  Coptiflil 
convent.  Thefe  poor  wretches  know,  that| 
though  they  may  fow,  yet,  from  the  violence  of! 
the  ArabS;  they  fhall  neyer  reap,  and  thereforej 
leave  the  ground  defolate. 

On  the  fide  oppofite  to  Sment,  the  ftripe  began] 

again,  and  continued  from  Sment  to  Mey-Moon,j 

about  two  miles,  and  from  Mey-Moon  to  She-i 

nuiab,  one  mile  farther.    In  this  fmall  f^ripeJ 
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jt  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  befides 

[heat,  clover  was  fown,  which  they  call  Berline, 

id  cultivate  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  England. 

They  next  paffed  Boufli,  a  village  on  the  weft 

le  of  the  Nile,  two  miles  foqth  of  Shenuiah ; 

id,  a  little  farther,  Beni  Ali,  where  they  law 

ic  mountains  on  the  right  or  weft  fide  of  the 

file,  running  in  a  line  nearly  fouth,  and  very 

jgh.     About  five  miles  from  Bouih  is  the  vil- 

|ge  of  Maniareiflj,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river, 

id  here  the  mountains  on  that  fide  end. 

The   country  all  around  is   well  cultivated, 

\d  feemed  to  be  of  the  utmoft  fertility ;  the  in- 

ibitants  were  better  clothed,    and   feemingly 

[fs  milerable  and  opprefled,   than  thofc  they 

[ft  behind  in  the  places  near  Cairo.    The  Nile 

fas  very  ihallow  and  the  current  ftrong.    They 

iiiched  leveral  times  in  the  middle  of  the  ftream, 

id  came  to  anchor  at  Baha,  about  a  quarter  of 

mile  above  Seni  Suef,  where  they  paifed  the 

light. 

They  were  told  to  keep  good  watch  here  all 

lights  that  theie  were  troops  of  robbers  on  the 

lit  fide  of  the  water,  who  had  lately  plundered 

)me  boats,  and  that  the  cacheff  either  dared  not, 

would  not,  give  them  any  afliftance.     They 

^deed  kept  ftrid  watch,   but  faw  no  robbers, 

id  were  no  other  way  molefted. 

The  18th  they  had  fine  weather  and  a  fair 

rind.     Still  Mr.  Bruce  thought  the  villages  were 

jean,  and  the  conftant  groves  of  palm-trees,  fo 

[erfeftly  verdant,  did  not  compenfate  for  the  po- 

lury  of  the  fown  land,  the  narrownefs  of  the 

[allc?y,  and  the'  barrennefs  of  the  mountains.— 

hey  arrived  in  the  evening  at  Zohora,  about  a 

ile  fouth  of  £tfa.    It  confiiled  of  three  planta- 
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tions  of  dates,  and  was  five  miles  from  Mi niet] 
and  there  they  pafled  the  night. 

The  wind  was  fo  high  they  fcarcely  could  can 
their  fails  j  the  current  was  ftrong  at  Shekh  Te' 
mine,  and  the  violence  with  which  they  weiii 
through  the  water  was  terrible.  The  rais  told 
Mr.  Bruce,  that  they  fhould  have  ilackened  their 
fails,  if  it  had  not  been,  that  he  wanted  to  fhew 
him  what  fhe  could  do. 

They  pafled  by  a  npmbcr  of  villages  on   the' 
weftern  Ihore,  the  eaftern  feeming  to  be  perfed- 
ly  \inpeopled :  and  after  fome  tirt;e  they  came  to^ 
A  village    called  Rhoda,  whence  they  faw  the 
magnificent  ruins  of  the  ancient  city  of  Antinoiis, 
built  by  Adrian. 

Mr.  Bruce  aiked  the  rais  what  fort  of  people 
-  they  were  in  this  place.  He  faid  that  the  towui 
was  compofed  of  very  bad  Turks,  very  bad  Moors 
and  very  bad  Chriftians  j  that  feveral  devils  hajj 
been  feen  among  them  lately,  who  had  been  dill 
covered  by  being  better  and  quieter  than  thel 
reft  The  Nubian  geographer  informs  us,  tliaa 
it  was  from  this  town  Pharaoh  brought  his  magij 
cians,  to  compare  their  powers  with  thofe  oa 
Mofes }  an  anecdote  worthv  of  that  great  hifto-! 
yian. 

Our  traveller  told  the  rais,  that  he  muft,  of  ne-f 
6eflity,  go  afhore.     He  did  not  fecm  to  be  fond  oi 
the  expedition  :  but  flood  directly  under  the  ru 
ins.     In  a  fliort  time  they  arrived  at  the  landing- 
place  ;  and  partly  with  his  naked  eye,  and  partljjj 
with  his  glafs,  Mr.  iJruce  was  enabled  tocontemj 
plate   them  attentively,  which  filled  him  wit 
aftonifhment  and  admiration.     The  columns  of 
the  angle  of  the  portico  of  a  temple  were  ftandj 
ing  froathig  the  |XOi'th  -,  part,  of  the  tympanural 
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>rnice,fric2e,and  architrave,  all  entire,  and  very 

luch  ornament'^d  j  thick  trees  hid  what  was  be- 

iind.    The  t:olumns  were  of  the  largeft  fiie,  and 

ited;  the  capitals  Corinthian,  and  in  all  appear* 

jce  entire.  He  faw  indiftinftly,  alfo,  a  triumphal 

rch  or  gate  of  the  town,  in  the  very  fame  ftyle  j 

nd  fome  blocks  of  very  white  ihining  ftone, 

rhich  feemed  to  be  alabafter. 

Mr.Bruce,  and  thofewhc  remained  with  him  itk 

le  boat,  were  on  a  fudden  alarmed  by  hearing  a 

(olent  difpute  between  fome  who  went  on  ihore 

id  the  inhabitants.    Prefently  three  fliots  were 

red  into  the  boat,  when  Mr.  Bruce  cried  out  in 

Irabic,  "  Infidels,  thieves,  and  robbers !  come 

1,  or  we  (hall  prefently  attack  you:"  upon  which 

immediately  fired  a  ihip-blunderbufs  with. 

Iftol  fmall  bullets,  but  with  little  elevation, 

long  the  buflies,  fo  as  not  to  touch  them.    The 

iree  or  four  men  that  were  neareft  fell  flat  upon 

leir  faces,  and  Hid  away  among  the  bu(hes  on 

leir  bellies,  and  he  faw  no  more  of  them.  » 

They  were  no  fooner  out  of  their  i  sach,  thati 

le  rais,  filling  his  pipe,  and  looking  very  grave, 

)ldiMi^.  Bruce' to  thaiiic  God,  that  our  traveller 

|as  in  the  veifel  with  fuch  a  man  as  he  was,  a4 

was  owing  to  that  only  he  efcaped  from  being 

jurdered  alhofe.'    •*  Certainl)(,  Haflan,"  faid  Mr. 

ruce,  "  under  God,  the.  way  of  efcaping  from 

^ing  <murderedlx)n  land,  is  never  to  go  out  of  tha 

)at ;  but  don't  you  think  that  my  blundeibuii 

is  as  efi^edual  a  mean  as  your  holinefs  ?"  f 

Some  of  the  party  were  violently  exafperated* 

id  nothing  would  ferve  them  but  to  go  in  again 

ir  the  ihore,  and  fire  ail  the  guns  and  blunderr 

Fes  amQPg  ih«  people.    But,  befides  that  Mr* 
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Bruce  had  no  inclination  of  that  kind,  he  vml 
very  loth  to  fruftrate  the  attempts  of  lbmcfir| 
ture  traveller,  who  might  add  this  to  the  great 
r<imains  of  architecture  preferved  already. 

At  Rercmont  there  are  a  great  number  of  Pep 
fian  wheels,  to  draw  the  water  for  the  fugar  caoe 
which  beKng  to  Chriftians.      The  water  tbn 
brought  up  from  the  river  mns  down  to  th 
plantations,  below  or  behind  the  town,  after 
ing  emptied  on  the  banks  above  j  a  proof  tl 
here  the  defcent  from  the  mountains  is  not  ul 
optic  fallacy,  as  a  former  writer  fays. 

They  paffed  Aftimounein,  probably  the  ancics 
Latopolis,  a  large  town,  which  gives  the  namet; 
the  province,  where  there  are  magnificent  ruiu^ 
of  Egyptian  archite6hire  j  and  after  they  can 
to  Melawe  the  refidence  of  the  cachefF.    Maboj 
fnet  Aga  was  there  at  that  time  with  troops  fro 
Cairo  i  he  had  taken  Miniet,  and,  by  the  frien 
ihip  of  Shekh  Hamam,  the  great  Arab,  govenuj 
of  Upper  Egypt,  he  kept  all  the  people  on 
£de  of  thej'iver  in  allegiance  to  Ali  Bey. 

Ojr  traveller  here  received  about  a  gallon  ( 
brdrftly,  and  a  jar  of  letnons  and  oranges  prefer 
ed  in  lioney,  both  very  agreeable^    Likewifel 
llKnb,  and  fome  garden-fluffs.  Ambng  the  fwe 
meats  was  fome  ndtfe-raddifh  preferved  like  ghj 
g*r,  which  certainly,  though  it  might  be  wM 
Ibmej  was  very  unpleafant.    Mr.  Bruce  gavej 
good  fquare  piece  of  it,  well  wrapped  in  hont| 
to  the  rais,  who  coughed  and  fpit  half  an  ho 
after,  trying  he  was  poifoned. 
^  They  paifed  the  M0II6,  a  fmall  village  witbj 
^reat  number  of  acacia  trees,  intermixed  with  i 
plaDtatioiH  ol^j[>aliili.    Thefe.  ^cafion  0  pie 
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variety,  not  only  from  th*  difference  of  the 
[pe  of  the  tree,  bat  allb  from  the  colour  and 
feriity  of  the  green. 

>n  the  20th,  early  in  the  morning,  they  agaia 
fail,  and  paffed  feveral  villages,  till  at  length 
►y  reached  Tama,  where  the  wind  I  ''ng  con- 
ry,  Mr.  Bruce  went  on  (hore.     It  is  a  fmall 
rn,  furrounded,  like  the  reft,  with  groves  of 
»-trees.  The  Nile  is  here  full  of  fandy  iflands. 
'he  21ft,  in  the  morning,  they  came  to  Gawa, 
[ere  is  the  fecond  fcene  of  ruins  of  Egyptian 
litefture,  after  leaving  Cairo.     Mr.  Bruca 
lediately  went  on  ihore,  and  found  a  fmall 
iple  of  three  columns  in  front,  with  the  capi- 
entire,  and  the  columns  in  feveral  feparato 
ces.    They  feemed  by  that,  and  their  (light 
^portions,  to  be  of  the  rooft  modern  of  that 
fcies  of  building  j  but  the  whole  were  covered 
th  hieroglyphics,  reprefenting,  as  ufual,    the 
rk  and  the  ferpent,  the  man  fitting  with  the 
(s  head,  with  the  perch,  or  meafuring  rod  j  in 
hand,  the  hemifphere  and  globes  with  wings» 
leaves  of  the  banana-tree,  as  is  fuppofed,  in 
other.     The  temple  is  filled  with  rubbifli 
dung  of  cattle,  which  the  Arabs  bring  id 
\e  to  flielter  them  from  the  heat, 
^n  the  22d,  at  night,  they  arrived  at  Achmiro. 
\.  Bruce  landed  with  his  quadrant  and  inftru- 
|nts,  with  a  view  of  obferving  an  eclipfe  of  the 
)n }  but,  immediately  after  her  rifing,  clouds 
raifts  fo  effectually  covered  the  whole  bea- 
bs,  that  it  was  not  even  poiiible  to  catch  a  ftar 
anfUze  pafting  the  meridian.    Achmim  is  a 
cbnfiderable  place. 

le  24th  of  December,  they  left  Achmim,  and 
le  to  the  village  Shekh  All  on  .the  weft,  two 
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miles  and  a  quarter  didant.  They  then  paiTed 
Hamdi,  and  feveral  other  villages ;  and  the  next 
morning,  impatient  to  viiit  the  greaiteft  and  moil 
magnificent  fcene  of  ruins  that  are  in  Upper 
Egypt,  they  fet  out  from  Beliani,  and,  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  arrived  at  Dendera. 
They'  had  two  letters  from  the  bey,  to  two  very 
principal  men  there,  commanding  them,  as  they 
would  anfwer  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to 
have  a  fpecial  care  that  no  mifchief  befel  them ; 
and  likewife  a  very  prefHng  letter  to  Shekh  Ha- 
mam,  at  Furiliout,  in  whofe  territory  they  were. 

Dendera  is  a  coniiderable  town  at  this  day,  all 
covered  with  thick  groves  of  palm-trees,  thefaine 
that  Juvenal  delcribes  to  have  been  in  his  time. 
A  mile  louth  of  the  town  are  ruins  of  two  tem- 
pleSj  one  of  which  is  fo   much   buried    under, 
ground,  that  little  of  it  is  to  be  feen  j    but  the! 
other,  which  is  by  far  the  moft  magnificent,  isj 
entire,  and  accelfible  on  every  fide.     It  is  alfol 
covered  with  hieroglyphics,  both  within  and  with- 
out, of  every  figure,   limple  and  compound,  that! 
ever  has  been  publifhed  or  called  an  hierogly- 
phic; all  in  relief. 

The  form  of  the  building  is  an  oblong  fquarej 
the  ends  of  which  are  occupied  by  two  largcf 
apartments,  or  veftibuleS',  fupported  by  monflrousf 
columns,  likewile  covered  over  with  hieroglyphics.] 
Some  are  in  form  of  men  and  beafts  ;  feme  feeraj 
to  be  the  figures  of  inftruments  of  facrifice,  while* 
others,  in  a  fmaller  fize,  and  lefs  diftin£t  formi 
feem  to  be  infcriptions  in  the  current  hand  of| 
hieroglyphics.     They  are  all  finifhed  witK  care. 

The  capitals  are  of  one  piece,  and  coniift  ofl 
four  huge  human  heads,  placed  back  to  backl 
againft  one  another^  with  bat's  ears«  and  an  ill* 
imagined, 
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Mginedy  iind  worl'e  executed,  fold  drapery  be- 
i^een  thecp.  Abov«  there  is  a  large  oblong  fquar^ 
lock,  ftill  larger  than  the  capitals,  with  four  flat 
routs,  difpofed  like  pannels,  that  is,  with  a  kind 
[jfTquare  border  round  the  edges,  while  the  faces 
Uid  fronts  are  filled  with  hieroglyphics  j  as  arc 
je  walls  and  ceilings  of  every  part  of  the  temple, 
between  thefe  two  apartments  in  the  extremities^ 
^re  three  other  apartments,  refembling  the  firft, 
)  every  refpeft,  only  that  they  are  fmaller.  The 
rhole  building  is  of  common  white  iione>  fromi 
le  neighbouring  mountains. 
The  top  of  the  temple  is  flat,  the  fpouts  to 
;arry  off  the  water  are  vaft  heads  of  fphinxes ; 
[he  globes  with  wings,  and  the  two  ferpents,  with 
I  kind  of  fliield  or  breaft-plate  between,  are  here 
frequently  repeated,  fuch  as  are  to  be  feen  on  tho 
"arthaginian  medals.  . 

The  hieroglyphics  have  been  painted  over,  anfl 
jreat  part  of  the  colouring  yet  remains  upon  tho 
tones ;  red,  in  all  its  iliades,  elpecially  that  dark 
luiky  colour,  called'Tyrian  purple  j  yellow,  very 
[frefti  J  iky-blue  j  and  green  of  different  (hades. 

A  little  before  our  traveller  came  to  Denderj^ 
[they  faw  the  firft  crocodile,  and  afterwards  hun- 
ireds,  lying  upon  every  ifiand,  like  large  flocks 
)f  cattle ;  yet  the  inhabitants  of  Dendera  drive 
[their  beafts  of  every  kind  into  the  river,  and  they 
Ifiand  there  for  hours.    The  girls  and  women  too, 
[that  come  to  fetch  water  in  jars,  itand  up  to  their 
knees  in  the  water  for  a  confiderable  time ;  and, 
if  we  may  gueis  from  what  happens,  their  dan- 
ger is  full  as  little  as  their  fear;  for  none  of 
them,  as  far  as  our  travellers  could  learn,  had  been 
bitten  by  a  crocodile.     However,  if  theDendei- 
ites  were  as  keen  and  expert  hunters  of  crocodiles, 
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as  fomc  hiftorians  tell  us  they  formerly  wcre,i 
there  is,  furely,  no  part  of  the  Nile  where  they  I 
would  have  better  fport  than  hett^  immediately! 
before  their  own  city. 

'^  Mr.  Bruce,  having  viewed  the  ruin's,  proceeded  j 
to  Furlhout,  and  went  to  the  convent  of  Italian  j 
Friars,  who,  like  thofe  of  Achmim,  arc  of  the! 
order  of  the  reformed  BVancifcans. 

Furfhout  l^ands  in  a  large  and  cultivated' plain.) 
It  IS  nine  miles  over  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
all  fown  with  wheat.    Here  are,  likewife,  pianta-| 
tions  of  fwgar-canes.     The  town  is  faid  to  con- 
tain above  ten  thoufand  people;  but  this  compu* 
tation  is  perhaps  rather  exaggerated. 
'"    While  our  travellers  were  at  Furfliout,  there  i 
happened  a  very  extraordinary  phenomenon.    It; 
rained  the  whole  night,  and  till   about   ninej 
o'clock  next  morning  j  when  the  people  began  to 
be  very  apprehenfive  left  the  whole  tbwn  fhould 
be  deftroyed.     It  is  a  perfeft  prodigy  to  fee  rainj 
here ;  and  the  prophets  faid  it  portended  a  diflb* 
lution  of  government,  whi<?li  was  juftly  verified! 
foon  afterwards  j  and  at  that  time  indeed  waij 
extremely  probable. 

They  left  Furfhout  the  7th  of  January  lyM 
early  in  the  morning.    They  had  not  hired  theirj 
boat  farther  than  Furfliout ;  but  the  good  terras  | 
which  fubfifted  between  Mr.  Bruce  and  the  faint, 
his  rais,  made  an  accommodation  very  eafy  to| 
cany  them  farther.     He  now  agreed' for  four 
pounds,  to  carry  then  to  Syene  and  down  again  }| 
but,  if  he  behaved  well,  he  expefted  a  trifling  pre- 
mium.   "And  if  you  behave  ill,  Haffan,"  faid! 
Mr.  Bruce,  "  what  do  you  think  you  deferve  ?"• 
♦*  To  be  hanged/'  liaid  he, «'  I  deferve,  and  defirej 
jid  better/- 
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^'hc  wind  at  firft  w«8  but  fcant  j  however,  it 
lihened  up  towards  noon,  when  they  paffed  a 
e  town  called  How,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
le.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they 
fived  at  Rl  Gourni,  a  fmall  village,  a  quarter  of 
lile  diftant  from  the  Nile.  It  has  in  it  a  tem- 
bf  oldf  Egyptian  architefturc.  Mr.  Bruce 
Inks,  that  this,  and  the  two  adjoining  heaps  of 
ins,  which  are  at  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
lie,  probably  might  have  been  part  of  the  an- 
bnt  Thebes. 

.  lothing  remains  of  the  ancient  Thebes  but  four 
idigious  temples,  all  of  them  in  appearance 
!>re  ancient,  but  neither  fo  entire,  nor  fo  mag- 
icent,  as  thofe  of  Dendera  The  temples  at 
^dinet  Tabu  are  the  moft  elegant  of  thefe.  The 
groglyphtcs  are  cut  to  the  depth  of  half-a-foot, 
'  feme  places. 

A  number  of  robbers,  who  much  refemble  our 

rpfies,  live  in  the  holes  of  the  mountains  above 

hebes.    They  are  all  out-laws,  and  puniflied 

^th  death  if  elfewhere  found.      Ofman  Bey,  an 

^cient  governor  of  Girg6,  unable  to  fuffer  any 

[nger  the  diforders  committed  by  thefe  people, 

iered  a  quantity  of  dried  faggots  to  be  brought 

rethei,  and,  with  his  foldiers,  took  poiTefTion  of 

,3  face  of  the  mountain*  where  the  greateft 

^mber  of  thefe  wretches  were :  he  then  ordered 

their  caves  to  be  filled  with  this  dry  brufli- 

od,  to  which  he  fet  fire,  fo  that  moft  of  them 

5re  deftroycdj  but  they  have  iince  recruited 

leir  numbers,  without  changing  their  manners. 

I  About  half  a  mile  north  ot  £1  Gourni,  are  the 

Lgnificent,  ftupendoui  fepulchres  of  Thebe&« 

|he  mountains  of  the  Thebaid  come  clofe  behind 

U  town ;  they  are  not  conne^d  with  each  other 
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in  ridges,  but  Hand  infuUted  upon  their  bafes. 

hundred  of  thefe^  it  is  faid,  are  excavated  into  f^ 

pulchral,  and  a  variety  of  other  apartments. 
Luxor,  and  Carnac,  which  is  a  mile  and  a  (]uar<j 

ter  below  it,  are  by  far  the  Jargeft  and  moft  inaag<, 

nificent  fcenes  of  ruins  in  Egypt,  niuch  more  ex^ 

tenlive  and  flupendous  than  thofe  of  Thebes  an| 

Dendera  put  together. 
There  are  two  obeli (ks  here  of  great  beauty] 

ftnd  ingoodprefervation.    The  pavement,  wliic 
is  made  to  receive  the  lliadow,  is  to  this  day  fk| 

Jiorizontal,  it  might  Aili  be  ufed  in  obfervation.!; 
At  Carnac  they  faw  the  remaiqs  of  two  vat 

jrows  of  fphinxes,  one  on  the  right  hand,  the  otlia 
on  the  loft,  with  their  heads  chiefly  broken  off 
and,  a  little  lower,  a  number  as  it  mould  feem  (r 
termini.  They  were  compofed  of  bafaltes,  witk 
a  dog  or  lion's  head,  of  Egyptian  fculpture.  Thei 
flood  rn  lines  likewife,  as  if  intended  for  an  ave| 
nue  to  fome  principal  building. 

On  the  17th,  our  travellers  left  Luxor,  ani 
failed  with  a  very  fair  wind,  and  in  great  {jpiritsj 
In  the  evening,  they  came  to  an  anchor  on  tli 
eai^ern  fhore  nearly  oppo^te  to  Efne.    This  ij 
the  ancient  Latopolis,  and  has  very  great  remaiov 
particularly  a  large  temple,  which  though  tti 
whole  of  it  is  of  the  remoteH  antiquity,  feems 
have  been  built  at  different  times,  or  rather  ou!| 
of  the  ruins  of  different  ancient  buildings.    Tlirl 
hieroglyphics  upon  this  arc  veiy  ill  execute 
and  are  not  painted. 

On  the  1 8th,  they  left  Efu6,  and  pafTed  the  to\ 
«f  Edfu,  where  there  are  likewife  confidcrablij 
jremains  of  Egyptian  architedure.  ^ 

The  wind  failing,  they  were  obliged  to  flop  'i 
fL  very  poor^  ^Jcfpiate,  imd  dangerous  pa^t  of  tM 
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|c,  called  Jibbel  el  Silfelly,  where  a  boom,  or 
lin,  was  drawn  acrofs  the  river,  to  hinder,  as  is 
bpofed,  the  Nubian  boats  from  committing  pi- 
[ical  pradices  in  Lower  Egypt. 

ibout  noon,  they  pafled  Coom  Ombo,  a  round 

[ilding  like  a  caftle,  and  then  arrived  at  Daroo, 

hiferable  manfion ;  unconfcious  that,  fome  yearg 

[er,  they  were  to  be  incjebted  to  that  paltry  vil- 

re  for  the  man  who  was  to  guide  them  through 

*  delert,  and  reftore  them  to  their  native  coun- 

and  their  friends.  » 

)n  the  20lh,  they  failed  with  a  favourable 

)d,  and  foon  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  fouth 

of  the  palm  groves,  and  north  end  of  the  town 

Syene,  nearly  oppoiite  to  an  iiland  in  which 

nc  is  a  fmall  handfome  Egyptian  temple,  pretty 

itire.    It  is  the  temple  of  Cnuphis,  where  for- 

;rly  was  the  Kilometer. 

Adjoining  to  the  palm-trees  was  a  very  good 

^mfortable  houfe,  belonging  to  HuiTein  Schour- 

itchie,  the  perfon  that  ufed  to  be  fent  from  that 

(ace  to  Cairo,  to  receive  the  pay  of  the  janizaries 

garrifon  at  Syene,  upon  whom  too  Mr.  Bruce 

id  credit  for  a  very  fmall  fum... 

They  pafled  out  at  the  fouth  gate  of  the  town> 

ito  the  fird  fmall  fandy  plain.     A  very  little  to 

fe  left  there  are  a  number  tomb  Hones,  with  in- 

riptions  in  the  Culic  charader,  which  travellers 

[roneoufly  have  called  an  unknown  language 

pd  letters  j  although  it  was  the  only  character 

town  to  Mahomet,  and  the  mofl  learned  of  his 

^£t  in  the  firit  ages. 

After  paffing  the  tomb-ftones  without  the  gate, 

ley  came  to  a  plain  about  five  miles  long,  bor- 

;red  on  the  left  by  a  hill  of  no  conliderable 

height,  and  fandy  like  the  plain^  upop  :v('hich  are 
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feen  fome  ruins,  more  modern  than  thofe  Eg\'p 
tian  buildings  already  defcribed.  They  feem/b 
deed,  to  be  a  mixture  of  all  kinds  and  ages. 

The  diftance  from  the  gate  of  the  town  toTer. 
miflfi,  or  Marada,  on  the  cataraft,  is  exadlyfii! 
Englifli  miles.  After  the  defcription  already 
ven  of  this  catara6t  in  fome  authors^  a  travellq 
has  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  when  arrived  on 
banks,  to  find  that  veflfels  fail  up  the  cataraj 
and  confequently  the  ^1!  cannot  be  fo  violent  i 
to  deprive  people  of  hearing. 

The  bed  of  the  river,  occupied  by  the  waterj; 
was  not  then  half  a  mile  broad.    It  is  divided  in- 
to a  number  of  fmall  channels,  by  large  blocks  a  ;| 
granite^  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  high.   The  cur.| 
rent,  confined  for  a  long  courfe  between  tixl 
rocky  mountains  of  Nubia,  tries  to  expand  itfell 
with  great  violence.     Finding,  in  every  part 
fore  it,  oppoiition  from  the  rocks  of  granite,  an| 
forced  back  by  thefe,  it  meets  the  oppofite  curl 
rents.    The  chafing  of  the  water  againd  thef( 
huge  obltacles,  the  meeting  of  the  contrary  ct 
rents  one  with  another,  creates  fuch  a  violeolj 
ebullition,  and  makes  fuch  a  noife  and  didurt 
appearance,  that  it  fills  the  mind  with  confufioD,|| 
Tather  than  terror. 

On  the  22d,  23d,  and  24th  of  January,  our  ini 
-vellers  being  at  Syene,  by  a  mean  of  three  obfenn 
fltions,  Mr.  £ruce  concluded  the  latitude  ef  oy| 
ene  to  be  24  deg.  O  min.  45  fee.  north. 

As  Mr.  Bruce  was  now  about  to  launch  int 
that  part  of  his  expedition,  in  which  he  was 
have  no  farther  intercourfc  with  Europe,  he  fttj 
himfelf  to  work  to  examine  all  his  obfervation^ 
and  put  his  journal  in  fuch  a  ftate^  that  the  la^ 
bours  and  pains  he  had  hitherto  been  at^  mi{ 
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be  totally  loft  to  the  public,  if  he  (hould  pc- 
I  in  the  journey  he  had  undertaken ;  which, 
ry  day,  from  all  information  he  could  procure, 
eared  to  be  more  and  more  defperate. 
[aving  finiftied  thefe,  at  Icaft  fo  far  as  to  make 
intelligible  to  others^  he  conveyed  them  tQ 
ifriends  at  Cairo. 

^n  Thurfday,  the  l6th  of  February,  176.0,  Mr* 
;e  heard  the  caravan  was  ready  to  fct  out  /or 
in^,  the  Cxne  Emporium  of  antiquity.  All 
way  from  Kenn6,  clofe  to  their  left,  were  de« 
hills,  on  which  not  the  leaft  verdure  grew, 
a  few  plants  of  a  large  fpecies  of  folanum, 
:d  Burrumbuc. 

\n  the  17th,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
Bruce,  having  mounted  bis  for  van  ts  all  on 
feback,  and  taken  the  charge  of  their  own  ca- 
ts, they  advanced  floWly  into  the  defert.  There 
re  about  two  hundred  men  on  horfeback,  arm- 
[with  firelocks ;  all  of  them  lions,  if  you  be- 
red  their  word  of  appearance  j  but  our  travel- 
were  credibly  informed,   that  fifty  of  the 
lbs,  at  firft  fight)  would  have  made  thefe  he* 
[s  fiy,  without  any  bloodOied. 
kir  |travellers  road  was  all  the  way  in  an  open 
^n,  bounded  by  hillocks  of  fand,  and  fine  gra- 
perfe6tly  hard,  and  not  perceptibly  above  the 
;1  of  the  plain  country  of  £gypt.  About  twelve 
^es  diilant  there  is  a  ridge  of  mountains  of  no 
ifiderable  height,  perhaps  the  moft  barren  iu 
world.  Between  thefe  their  road  lay  through 
iins,  never  three  miles  broad,  but  without  trees, 
rubs,  or  herbs.     There  are  not  even  the  traces 
[any  living  creature,  neither  ferpent  nor  lizard^ 
)elope  nor  oftrich,  the  ufual  inhabitants  of  the 
^ft  dieai|r  deferts*    £vci\  the  bird^  .feem  to 
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avoid  the  place  as  peftilential,  not  one  being  fefnl 
of  any  kind  fo  much  as  llying  over.    The  fun 
was  burning  hot^  and,  upon  rubbing  two  iiicki 
together,  in  half  a  minute,  they  both  took  fire, 
and  Earned;  a  proof  how  near  the  country  was| 
reduced  to  a  general  conflagration  1 

At  half  paft  three,  they  pitched  their  tent  near  I 
fome  draw* wells,  which,  upon  tailing,  they  found 
more  bitter  than  foot.  They  had,  however,  other 
water  carried  by  the  camels  in  Ikins.    This  well- 
water  had  only  one  needful  quality,  it  was  cold, 
and  therefore  very  comfortable  for  refre(hing| 
them  outwardly.    This  unpleafant  ftation  is  call- 
ed Legeta  j  here  they  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  I 
night,  and  all  next  day,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
caravan  of  Cus,  £fn6,  and  part  of  thofe  of  Kenne  | 
and  Ebanout.  ) 

c '  In  the  eveuing  arrived  twenty  Turks  from  Ca* 
^ramania;  all  of  them  neatly  and  cleanly^drefiedJ 
mounted  on  camels,  armed  with  fwords,  a  pair 
of  piftols  at  their  girdle,  and  a  fliort  neat  gun.  A 
,few  of  thefe  fpoke  Arabic,  and  Mr.  Bruee's  Greek  | 
fervant,  Michael,  interpreted  for  the  reft.    Hav- 
ing been  informed,  that  the  large  tent  belonged  to] 
an  £ngliihman,  they  came  into  it  without  cere- 
mony.   They  told  Mr.  Biruce,  that  they  were  a| 
number  of  neighbours  and  conlpanions,  who  hadl 
iet  GUI  together  to  go  to  Mecca,  to  the  Hadjc;! 
and  not  knowing  the  language,  or  cuftdms  of  tbel 
people,  they  had  been  but  indifferently  ufed  iincel 
they  landed  at  Alexandria,  particularly  fomC'l 
where  about  Achmim ;  that  one  of  the  Owam,| 
^r  fwimming  thieves,  had  been  on  board  of  thero| 
in  the  night,  and  had  carried  off  a  fmall  portman- 
teau, with  about  two  hundred  fequins  in  gold;! 
that^  though  a  complaint  had  beeu  made  to  tbcj 
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Bey  of  Girg^>  yet  no  fatisfa£tion  had  been  obtain- 
ed -J  and  that  now  they  had  heard  an  Englifhman 
vas  bere>  whom  they  reckoned  their  countryman^ 
they  had  come  to  propofe,  that  they  fhould  make 
a  common  caufe  to  defend  each  other  againd  all 
enemies. — What  they  meaned  by  countryman 
was  this : — ^There  is  in  Afia  Minor,  fomewhere 
between  Anatolia  and  Caraniania/  a  diftridt 
which  they  call  Caz  Dagli,  and  this  the  Turks 
believe  was  the  country  from  which  the  Engliih 
firfl  drew  their  origin ;  and  on  ibis  account  thev 
never  fail  to  claim  kindrtd  with  the  Englilh 
wherever  they  meet,  efpecially  if  they  ftand  in 
need  of  their  allifiance. 

Mr.  Bruce  fays,  he  cannot  conceal  the  fecret 
pleafure  he  had  in  finding  the  charader  of  his 
country  fo  firmly  edabliilied  among  nations  fo 
diilant,  enemies  to  our  religion,  and  ilrangers  to 
our  government.  Turks  from  -Mount  Taurus, 
and  Arabs  from  the  Defert  of  Libya,  thought 
themfelves  unfafe  among  their  own  countrymen, 
but  trufted  their  lives  and  their  little  fortunes  im- 
plicitly to  the  direction  and  word  of  an  £nglifh<^ 
man,  whom  they  had  never  before  feen. 

They  ftaid  all  the  l&th  at  Legeta,  waiting  for 
the  3un6tion  of  the  caravans,  and  departed  the 
next  day  in  the  morning.  Their  journey,  all 
that  day  was  through  a  plain,  never  lefs  than  a 
mile  broad,  and  never  broader  than  three. 

At  half  paft  ten,  they  paffed  a  mountain  of 

green  and  red  marble;  and  at  twelve  they  enter- 

jed  a  plain  called  Hamra;  where  they  firil  obferv- 

ed  the  fand  red,  with  a  purple  calt,  of  the  colour 

•f  porphyry  ;   and  this  is  the    lignification   of 

lllamra,  the  name  of  the  valley.   •  ., 
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Mr.  Brace  difmounted  here,  to  examine  of 
what  the  rocks  were  compofed ;  and  found  that 
here  began  the  quarries  of  porphyry,  without  the 
mixture  of  any  other  (lone  j  but  it  was  imperfed, 
brittle,  and  foft.  He  had  not  been  engaged  ia 
this  purfuit  an  hour,  before  they  were  alarmed 
with  a  report  that  the  A.tounI  had  attacked  the 
rear  of  the  caravan.  But  it  foon  appeared, 
that  they  were  fome  thieves  only,  who  had  at- 
tempted to  ileal  lome  loads  of  corn  from  camels 
that  were  weak,  or  fallen  lame. 

On  the  20th,  at  (ix  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
they  left  Main  el  Mafarek,  and,  at  ten,  came  to 
the  mouth  of  the  defiles.  At  eleven  they  bega^ 
to  defcend,  having  had  a  very  imperceptible 
afceni  from  Kenne  all  the  way. 

On  the  21ft,  they  departed  early  in  the  morn- 
ing from  Kotaim,  and,  at  ten  o'clock,  they  paiTed 
feveral  defiles,  perpetually  alarmed  by  a  report, 
that  the  Arabs  ^mt  approaching ',  none  of  whom 
they  ever  faw.  ^ 

At  length  they  arrived  at  CofTeir,  a  fmall  mud- 
walled  village,  built  upon  the  Ihore,  among  hil- 
locks of  floating  fand.  It  is  defended  by  a  fquare 
fort  of  hewn  (tone,  with  fquare  towers  in  the  an- 
gles, with  fome  fmall  guns,  all  in  very  bad  condi- 
tion; and  of  no  other  ufe  but  to  terrify  the 
Arabs. 

The  port,  if  we  may  call  it  fo,  is  on  the  fouth- 
eait  of  the  town.  It  is  nothing  but  a  rock,  which 
runs  out  about  four  hundred  yards  into  the  fea, 
and  defends  the  veiTels,  which  ride  to  the  weft  of 
k,  from  the  north  and  north-ealt  winds,  as  tho 
bonfes  of  the  tovrn  cover  them  from  the  north- 
weft.  There  is  a  large  inclcfure  with  a  high 
nadwaUx  and,  within,  ever/  merchant  has  s 
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ibop  or  magazine  for  his  com  and  merchandife  : 
little  of  this  lad  is  imported,  unlefs  coarfe  India 
goods,  for  the  confumption  of  Upper  Egypt. 

Mr.  Bruce  found,  by  many  meridian  altitudet 
of  the  fun,  taken  at  the  cadle,  that  Coifeiris  ia 
latitude  26deg.  7  min.  51  fee.  north  ;  and  longi- 
tude 34  deg.  4  min.  15  fee.  eafl  of  the  meridian 
of  Greenwich, 

The  caravan  from  Sycne  arrived  at  this  time« 
cfcorted  by  four  hundred  Ababde,  all  upon  ca- 
mels, each  armed  with  two  (hort  javelins.  The 
manner  of  their  riding  was  very  whirolica!  j  they 
had  two  fmall  faddles  on  each  camel,  and  fat 
back  to  back. 

Mr.  Bruce  now  took  np  his  quarters  in  the 
caftie,  and  as  the  Abuu  '^  had  told  Grange  iloriea  ' 
about  the  Mountain  v^    '  icralds,  he  determined 
to  make  a  voyage  thii  vr.  . 

He  chofe  a  man  who.  had  been  twice  at  thefe 
mountains  of  emeralds^  and  with  the  bed  boat 
then  in  the  harbour,  they  failed,  with  the  wind 
Jrt  north-eaft,  from  the  harbour  of  Coffeir,  about 
an  hour  before  the  daWn  of  day.  They  kept 
coailing  along}  with  a  very  moderate  wind,  much 
diverted  with  the  red  and  green  appearances  of 
the  marble  mountains  upon  the  coaft.  Their 
ve^el  had  one  fail,  like  a  ftraw  mattrefs,  made  of 
the  leaves  of  a  kind  of  palm-tree,  which  they 
call  X)oom.  It  was  fixed  above,  and  drew  up 
like  a  curtain,  but  did  not  lower  with  a  yard  like 
a  fail  J  fo  that  upon  ftrefs  of  weather,  if  the  fail 
was  furled,  it  uas  fo  top-heavy,  that  the  ihip  muft 
founder,  or  the  maft  be  carried  away.  But,  by 
way  of  indemnification,  the  planks  of  the  veflH 
wercicwed  together,  and  there  wns  not  a  nail, 
nor  a  piece  of  iron,  in  the  whole  j  fo  that  when 
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3roa  ftruck  upon  a  rock>  feldom  any  damage  en* 
fued. 

Next  morning,  Mr.  Bruce  faw  a  large  high 
rock,  like  a  pillar,  riiing  out  of  the  Tea.  At  firft, 
he  took  it  for  a  part  of  the  continent ;  but,  as  he 
fidvanced  nearer  it,  it  appeared  to  be  an  ifland 
about  three  miles  from  the  ihore,  of  an  oval  form, 
riling  in  the  middle.  It  feems  to  be  of  granite; 
and  is  called,  in  the  language  of  the  country, 
Jibbel  Siberget,  which  has  been  tranflated  the 
Mountain  of  £meralds. 

On  the  l6tb,  at  day -break  in  the  morning,  our 
traveller  took  the  Arab  of  CofTeir  with  him,  wh^ 
knew  the  place.  They  advanced  above  thre(; 
miles  in  a  perfe6kly  defert  country,  with  only  a 
few  acacia  trees  fcattered  here  and  there. 

At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  are  five  pits  or 
ihafts,  none  of  them  four  feet  in  diameter,  called 
the  Zumrud  Wells,  from  which  the  ancients  are 
faid  to  have  drawn  the  emeralds.  Our  travellers 
were  not  provided  with  materials,  and  little  en- 
dowed with  inclination,  to  defcend  into  any  one 
of  them,  where  the  air  was  probably  bad.  Here 
Mr.  Bruce  picked  up  fome  worn  fragments  of  that 
brittle  green  cryflal,  which  is  the  fiberget  and 
bilur  of  Ethiopia,  perhaps  the  Zumrud,  the  fma- 
ragdus  defcribed  by  Pliny,  but  by  no  means  the 
emerald,  known  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  new 
world,  whofe  6rft  character  abfolutely  defeats  its 
prettenfion,  the  true  Peruviskn  emerald  being  equal 
in  hardnefs  to  the  ruby. 

Mr.  Bruce  having  Satisfied  his  curiofity  as  to 
thefe  mountains,  without  having  feen  a  living 
creature,  returned  to  his  boat,  where  he  found  all 
well,  and  an  excellent  dinner  of  filh  prepared. 
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About  three  o'clock  in  the  afiemodn,  with  t 
favourable  wind  and  fine  weather,  they  continu* 
^d  along  the  coall,  with  an  eai'y  fail.  They  faw 
no  appearance  of  any  inhubitants;  the  mountains 
were  broken  and  pointed^  taking  the  dire6tion  of 
the  coa(t,  advancing  and  receding  as  the  ihore  it- 
felf  did.  They  continued  this  voyage,  and,  after 
encountering  ftorms  that  were  nearly  proving  fa- 
tal to  them,  they  arrived  fafe  at  Cofleir,  on  the 
ipth,  about  the  clofe  of  the  evening. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  Mr.  Bruce^  after  having 
made  his  lad  obfervation  of  longitude  at  Co0eir^ 
embanked  on  board  a  veiTel  he  had  procured  for 
the  purpofe,  and  failed  from  that  port.  It  was 
necelTary  to  conceal  from  Ibme  of  his  fervants  his 
intention  of  proceeding  to  the  bottom  of  the 
gulph,  leil,  finding  themfelves  among  Chriilians 
fo  near  Cairo,  they  might  delert  a  voyage,  of 
which  they  were  lick  before  it  was  well  begun. 

In.  the  morning  of  the  6th,  they  made  the  Jaf- 
fateen  lAands.  They  are  four  in  number,  joined 
by  ihoals  and  funken  rocks.  They  are  crooked, 
or  bent,  like  half  a  bow,  and  are  dangerous  for 
iliips  failing  in  the  night. 

On  the  9th,  they  arrived  at  Tor,  a  fraall  ftrag- 
gUng  village,  with  a  convent  of  G^eek  monks, 
belonging  to  Mount  Sinai.  Don  John  do  Caftro 
took  this  town  when  it  was  walled  and  fortified^ 
foon  after  the  difcovery  of  the  Indies  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe;  it  has  never  fince  been  of  any  confider* 
ation.  It  ferves  now  only  as  a  watering-place 
for  iliips  going  to  and  from  Suez.  From  this  we 
have  a  diftinft  view  of  the  points  of  the  moun- 
tains Horeb  and  Sinai,  which  appear  behind  and 
above  the  others,  their  tops  being  often  covered 
with  fnow  in  winter. 
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The  rals,  having  difpatched  his  bufinefs,  was 
eager  to  depart  j  and,  accordingly,  on  the  llth  of 
April,  at  day- break,  they  Hood  out  of  the  Har- 
bour of  Tor. 

Ne'-it  day,  they  failed  from  Cape  Mahomet, 
juft  as  the  fun  appeared.  They  paffed  the  liland 
of  Tyrone,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Elanitic  Gulph, 
which  divides  it  near  equally  into  two.  The  di- 
re6lion  of  the  gulph  is  nearly  north  and  fouth. 

On  the  15th,  they  came  to  an  anchor  at  £1 
Har,  where  they  faw  high,  craggy,  and  broken 
mountains,  called  the  Mountains  of  Huddua. 
Thefe  abound  with  fprings  of  water  j  all  forts  of 
Arabian  and  African  fruits  grow  here  in  perfec- 
tion, and  every  kind  of  vegetable  that  they  will 
take  the  pains  to  cultivate.  It  is  the  paradtfe  of 
the  people  of  Yambo;  thofe  of  any  fub^ance 
have  country  houfes  there;  but,  ftrange  to  tell, 
they  ftay  there  but  for  a  fhort  time,  and  prefer  the 
bare,  dry,  and  burning  fands  about  Yantbo,  to 
one  of  the  finefi  climates,  and  moft  verdant  plea- 
fant  countries,  that  exifts  in  the  world. 

On  the  l6th,  about  ten  o'clock,  they  paifed  a 
mofque,  or  fliekh's  tomb  on  the  main  land,  on 
their  left  hand,  called  Kubbet  Yambo,  and  be- 
fore eleven  they  anchored  ir  the  mouth  of  the 
port  in  deep  water.  Yarabo,  corruptly  called 
Imbo,  is  an  ancient  city,  now  dwindled  to-  a 
paltry  village.  Yambo,  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  fignilies  a  fountain  or  fpring,  a  very  co- 
pious one  of  excellent  water  being  found  there 
among  the  date  trees;  and  it  is  one  of  the  (lations 
of  the  Emir  Hadje  in  going  to,  and  coming  from 
Mecca. 

The  many  delays  of  loading  the  wheat,  the  de- 
fire  of  doubling  the  quantity  Mr.  Bruce  had  been 
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permitted  to  take,  detained  hira  at  Yambo  till 

the  27th  of  April,  very  much  againll  his  inclina- 

tioi^.    For  he  was  not  a  little  uneafy  at  thinking 

among  what  a  banditti  he  lived,  whofe  daily  wim 

•\yas  to  rob  and  murder  him,  from  which  they 

•were  retrained  by  fear  only;  and  this,  a  fit  of 

;drunkcnnefs,  or  a  piece  of  bad  news,  ftich  as  a 

report  of  Ali  Bey's  death,  might  renwvo  in  n  '  lo- 

ment.    However,  they  were  allowed  to  waht  no« 

thing.    A  Aieep,  fome  bad  beer,  and  fome  very 

good  wheat-bread,  were  delivered  to  them  every 

day  from  the  aga,  which,  with  dates  and  honey, 

and  a  variety  of  prefents  from  thofe  that  Mr.  Bruce 

attended  as  a  phyiician,  made  them  pafs  their 

time  comfortably  enough  j  they  went  frequently 

in  the  boats  to  filh  at  fea,  and,  as  our  traveller 

had  brought  with  him  three  fizgigs  of  different 

fizes,  with  the  proper  lines,  he  feldom  returned 

without  killing  four  or  five  dolphins.    The  fport 

with  the  line  was  likewife  excellent. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  in  the  morning,  they 
failed  with  a  cargo  of  wheat  that  did  not  belong 
to  them,  and  three  paflengers,  inftead  of  one,  for 
whom  only  Mr.  Bruce  had  undertaken.  After 
touching  at  difierent  iilands,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
they  arrived  at  Jiddj^,  clofe  upon  the  quay,  where 
the  officers  of  the  cuHom-houfe  immediately  took 
poireffion  of  their  baggage. 

The  port  of  Jidda  is  very  extenfive,  confifting 
of  numberlefs  Ihoals,  fmall  iilands,  and  funken 
rocks,  with  channels,  however,  between  them, 
and  deep  water. 

Of  all  the  new  things  Mr.  Bruce  had  yet  feen, 
what  mod  aftonirtied  him  was,  the  manner  ia 
which  trade  was  carried  on  at  this  place.  Nine 
Ihips  were   there  from   India  j   Iboie  of  them 

worth. 
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worth,  perhaps,  two  hundred  tboufand  pbondi. 
One  merchant,  perhaps  a  Turk,  living  at  Mecca, 
thirty  hours  journey  off,  where  no  Chriftian  dare 
go,  offers  to  purchafe  the  cargoes  of  four  out  of 
nine  of  thefe  Ihips  himfelf ;  another,  of  the  fame 
cafty  cenqies  anki  fays,  he  will  buy  none,  unlefs  he 
lias  them  all.  The  faniples  are  iliewn,  and  the 
cargoes  of  the  whole  nine  fhips  are  carried  ioli> 
the  wildell  part  of  Arabia,  by  men  with  whom 
one  would  not  wiih  to  truft  ourielves  alone  inii» 
field.  This  is  not  all,  two  India  brokers  conafs 
into  the  room  to  fettle  the  price.  One  on  the 
part  of  the  India  captain,  the  other  on  the  pnrt  of 
the  buyer,  the  Turk.  They  are  neither  Malio- 
metans  nor  Chriftians,  but  have  credit  with  both. 
They  fit  down  on  the  carpet,  and  take  an  India 
Ihawl,  which  they  carry  on  their  ftioulders,  like 
a  napkin,  and  fpread  it  over  their  hands.  They 
talk,  in  th&  mean  time,  on  different  fubjefts,  sf 
the  arrival  of  Ihips  from  India,  or  of  the  news  of 
the  day,  as  if  they  were  employed  in  no  ferious 
bufineCs  whatever.  After  about  twenty  minutes 
fpeot  in  handling  each  others  fingers  below  the 
ihawl,  the  bargain  is  concluded,  fay  for  nine 
ihips,  without  one  word  ever  having  been  fpoken 
on  the  fubjeft,  or  pen  or  ipk,  ufed  in  any  fiiapc 
whatever.  Yet,  there  never  was  one  infiance  of 
a  difpute  happening  in  thefe  fales. 

Matters  are  to  be  carried  ftill  farther,  and  the 
money  is  to  be  paid.  A  private  Moor,  who  has 
nothing  to  fupport  him  but  his  chara6ter,  be* 
comes  refponfible  for  the  payment  of  thefe  car- 
goes. Tljis  roan  delivers  a  number  of  coarfc 
hempen  bags,  full  of  what  is  fuppofed  to  be  mo- 
ney. He  marks  the  contents  upon  the  bag,  and 
puts  his  feal  upon  the  firing  that  ties  the  mouth 
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of  it.  This  is  received  for  what  is  itiarked  upon 
it,  without  any  one  ever  having  opened  one  of 
the  bags,  and,  in  India,  it  is  current  for  the  value 
marked  upon  it,  as  long  as  the  bag  lafts. 

Jidda,  as  well  as  nil  the  eaft  coaft  of  the  Red 
Sea,  is  very  unwholefome.  Immediately  without 
the  gate  of  that  town,  to  the  eaftward,  is  a  defert 
plain  filled  with  the  huts  of  the  Bedoweens,  or 
country  Arabs,  built  of  long  bundles  of  fpartum, 
or  bent  grafs,  put  together  like  fafcincs.  Thefe 
Bedoweens  lupply  Jidda  with  milk  and  butter. 

This  place,  befides  being  in  the  moil  unwhole- 
fome part  of  Arabia,  is,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
moll  barren  and  defert  fituation.  This,  and  many 
other  inconveniences,  under  which  it  labours, 
would,  probably,  have  occafioned  its  being  aban*^ 
doned  altogether,  were  it  not  for  its  vicinity  to 
Mecca,  and  the  great  and  fudden  influx  of  .wealth 
from  the  India  trade,  which,  once  a  year,  arrives 
in  this  port.  Very  little  advantage,  however, 
accrues  to  Jidda.  The  cuftoms  are  all  immedi- 
ately fent  to  a  needy  fovereign,  and  a  hungry  fet 
of  relations,  dependents,  and  minifters  at  Mecca. 
The  gold  is  returned  in  bags  and  boxes,  and 
paffes  on  as  rapidly  to  the  fliips  as  the  goods  do 
to  the  market,  and  leaves  as  little  profit  behind. 
In  the  mean  time,  provi lions  rife  to  a  prodigious 
price,  and  this  falls  upon  the  townfmen,  while 
all  the  profit  of  the  traffic  is  in  the  hands  of 
llrangers ;  raoft  of  whom,  after  the  market  is 
over,  retire  tj  Yemen,  and  other  neighbouring 

countries,  which  abound  in  every  fort  of  provi- 
fion. 

Though  Jidda  is  the  country  of  their  prophet, 
yet  nowhere  are  there  To  many  unmarried  women, 
and  t|ie  perrailfion  of  marrying  four  wives  was 

allowed 
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•llowed  in  this  diltri£t  in  the  fird  InHance,  and 
afterwards  communicated  to  all  the  tribes.  But 
Mahomet,  in  his  permiflion  of  plurality  of  wives, 
Yeems  conl^antly  to  have  been  on  his  guard, 
tigainU  fuflfering  that,  which  was  intended  for 
the  welfare  of  his  people,  from  operating  in  a 
different  manner.  He  did  not  permit  a  man  to 
marrv  more  wives  than  he  could  maintain.  He 
was  interefted  for  the  rights  and  rank  of  thefe 
women ;  and  the  man,  fo  marrying,  was  obliged 
to  (hew  before  the  cadi,  or  fome  equivalent  otfi* 
ccr,  or  judge,  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  fupport 
them,  according  to  their  birth.  It  was  not  To 
with  concubines,  with  women  who  were  purchaf- 
ed,  or  who  were  taken  in  war.  Every  man  dn- 
joyed  thefe  at  his  pleafure,  and  their  peril,  that 
is,  whether  he  was  able  to  maintain  them  or  not. 
From  the  great  fcarcity  of  provifions,  few  inha- 
bitants of  Jidda  can  avail  therafelves  of  the  pri* 
vilege  granted  them  by  Mahomet :  and  from  this 
caufe  arifes  the  want  of  people,  and  the  large 
number  of  unmarried  women. 

The  kindnefs  and  attention  Mr.  Bruce  here  re« 
ceived  from  his  countrymen,  did  not  leave  him 
as  long  as  he  was  on  fhore.  They  all  did  hint 
the  honour  to  attend  him  to  the  water  edge.  All 
the  quay  of  Jidda  was  lined  with  people  to  fee 
the  EngliQi  falute,  and  along  with  hi«  veffel 
there  parted,  at  the  fame  time,  one  bound  to 
Mafuah,  which  carried  Mahomet  Abd  el  Cader, 
governor  of  Dahalac,  over  to  his  g^jvernment. 

Jidda  is  in  latitude  28  deg.  O  min.  I  Tec.  north, 
^nd  in  longitude  39  deg.  id  min.  45  fee.  eail  of 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich.  The  weather  there, 
had  few  changes,  and  the  general  wind  was  nqrth- 
weft|  or  more  northerly.  Once  in  twelvp  or  four- 
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\tccn  dayh  perhaps,  tbey  had  a  fouth  wintl,  which 
liras  always  dry. 

Oil  the  8lb  of  July  1^69,  Mr.  Bruce  Tailed 
Ifrom  the  harbour  of  Jidda  on  board  the  fame 
veiTel  as  before,  aod  fufiered  the  rais  to  take  a 
Ifmall  loading  for  his  own  account,  upon  condi- 
Ition  that  he  was  to  carry  no  paflcngers.  The 
wind  was  fair,  and  they  failed  through  the  £ng- 
lifb  fleet  at  their  anchors.  As  they  had  all  ho- 
noured our  traveller  with  their  regret  at  parting, 
and  accompanied  him  to  the  Ihore,  the  rais  was 
farprifed  to  fee  the  refpeA  paid  to  his  little  vefl^el 
as  it  paifed  under  their  huge  fierns,  every  one 
boi fling  his  colours^  and  faluting  it  with  eleven 
guns* 

At  a  quarter  paft  eight,  on  the  lith,  they  were 
towed  to  their  anchorage  in  the  harbour  of  Kon- 
fodah.  It  is  a  fmaH  village,  coniiiiing  of  about 
two  hundred  miferable  houfes,  built  with  green 
wood,  and  covered  with  mats,  made  of  the  doom* 
or  palm-tree,  lying  on  a  bay,  or  rather  a  (hallow 
bafon,  in  a  dcfert  \vai\t  or  plain.  Behind  the 
town  are  fmall  hillocks  of  white  fand. 

Kofodah  is  in  latitude  19  deg.  7  min.  north. 
It  is  one  of  the  moil  unwholefome  parts  on  the 
Bed  Sea  ;  provition  is  very  dear  and  bad,  and  the 
water  execrable.  Goats  flefli  is  the  only  meat, 
and  that  very  dear  and  lean. 

At  fivetn  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  they  pafl^ 
ed  Ras  Heli,  which  is  the  boundary  between  Ye- 
men, or  Arabia  Felix,  and  the  Hejaz,  or  province 
of  Mecca,  the  firii  belonging  to  the  iman,  or  king 
of  Sana,  the  other  to  the  {herrifTc. 

Every 'part  of  the  fnndy  defert,  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountains,  is  called  Tehama,  which  extends 
l»  Mocha*  It  is  the  Teina  of.  fciipiuie^  and  de- 
rives 
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rives  Its  name  from  Taami  in  Arabic,  ^rhich  fig. ' 
ni ties  the  fea-coaft.  There  is  little  water  here,! 
as  it  never  rains ;  and  there  are  no  animals  but 
the  gazel,  or  antelope. 

On  the  18th,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  they 
firft  difcovered  the  mountains,  under  which  lies 
the  town  of  Loheia.     This  city  is  built  upon  the 
fouth-weft  fide  of  a  peninfula,  furronnded  every 
where,  but  on  the  eaft,  by  the  fea.     In  the  mid^ 
die  of  this  neck  there  is  a  fmall  mountain,  which 
ferves  for  a  fortrcls,  and  there  are  towers  with 
cannon,  which  reach  acrofs  on  each  fide  of  the 
hill  to  the  fhore.    At"  Loheia  they  had  a  very 
uneafy  fenfation,  a  kind  of  prickling  came  ifcto 
their  legs,  which  were  bare,  occafioned  by  ^he 
fait  effluvia,  or  fleams,  from  the  earth,  which  all 
about  the  town,  and  farther   to  the  fouth,  is 
llrongly  impregnated  with   that  mineral.     Fiih 
and  batchers  meat,  and  indeed  all  forts  of  provi- 
lion,  are  plentiful  and  reafonable  at  Loheia,  but 
the  water  is  bad.    There  is  alfo  plenty  of  fruit 
brought  from  the  Uiountains  by  the  Bedowe,  who 
live  in  the  Ikirts  of  the  town,  and  fupply  it  with 
milk,  firewood,  and  fruit. 

The  government  of  the  iman  is  much  more 
gentle  than  any  Moorifti  government  in  Arabia 
or  Africa  }  the  people  too  are  of  gentler  manners, 
the  men,  from  early  ages,  being  accuftoraed  to 
trade.  The  women  at  Loheia  are  as  folicitous  to 
pleafe  as  thofe  of  die  mod  polifhed  nations  in 
£urope  j  and,  though  very  retired,  whether  mar- 
ried or  unmarried,  they  are  not  lefs  careful  of 
their  drefs  and  perfons.  At  home  the;^  wear  no- 
thing but  a  long  fliift  ot  fine  cotton  cloth,  fuit- 
able  to  their  quality.  They  dye  theic  feet  and 
hands  with  henna,  not  oaiy  for  ornament^  but 
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an  aftringent,  to  keep  them  dry  from  fwcat  j 
icy  wear  their  own  hair,  which  is  plaited,  and 
fUs  in  long  tails  behind. 

On  the  27th,  in  the  evening,  they  parted  from 

)heia,  but  were  obliged  to  tow  the  boat  out. 
^fter  paiTing  fonie  dangerous  ilioals,  on  the  30th, 
■  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  a  gentle. 

It  (leady  wind  at  weft,  they  failed  for  the 
louth  of  the  Indian  Ocean.  The  rais  became 
)ore  lively  and  bolder  as  he  approached  his  own 
)aft,  and  offered  to  carry  Mr.  Bruce  for  nothing, 

he  would  go  home  with  to  Sheher. 

The  coaft  of  Arabia,  all  along  from  Mocha  to 
le  ftraights,  is  bold,  clofe  to  which  you  may  run 
Without  danger  night  or  day.  They  continued 
leir  courfe  within  a  mile  of  the  Ihore,  where, 

fome  places,  there  appeared  to  be  fmall  woods, 

others  a  flat  bare  country,  bounded  with  moun- 
lins  at  a  confiderable  diOance.  About  four  in 
lie  afternoon  they  faw  the  mountain  which 
)rms  one  of  the  capes  of  the  Straights  of  Babei- 
landel,  in  iliape  refembling  a  gunner's  quoin. 

The  31ft,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  they  came  to 
anchor  above  Jibbel  Raban,  or  Pilots  liland, 
lit  under  the  cape,  which,  on  the  Arabian  iMe^ 
)rms  the  north  entrance  of  the  ftraigbts.  After 
[etting  within  the  ftraights,  the  channel  is  divid- 

into  two,  by  the  Illand  of  Perim,  otherwife 

died  Mehum.    The  inmoft  and  northern  chan- 

|el,  or  that  towards  the  Arabian  ftiore,  is  two 

jagues  broad  at  moft,  and.  from  twelve  to  feven- 

;n  fathoms  of  water.  The  other  entry  is  thrne 
jagues  broad,  with  deep  water,  from  twenty  to 
lirty  fathoms.  From  this,  the  coaft  on  both  fides 
bns  nearly  in  a  north- weft  dircdion,  widening 
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as  it  advances,  and  the  Indian  Ocean  gro 
ftraigk  ■'^r. 

On  tiie  2d  of  Auguft,  at  fun-rife,  they  fa^j 
land  ahead,  which,  upon  a  nearer  approach,  they 
found  to  be  two  low  iilands  to  the  leeward }  one 
of  which  they  fetched  with  great  difficulty, 
Here  they  landed  to  refrefli  themfelves.  Having 
made  feveral  large  fires ;  one  took  the  charge  ofj 
the  coffee,  another  boiled  the  rice }  they  killed 
four  turtles ;  made  ready  a  dolphin ;  got  beer, 
wine,  and  brandy,  and  drank  the  kine*s  health 
in  earnefl,  which  their  regimen  would  not  al« 
low  them  to  do  in  the  Straights  of  Babel* 
mandel.  While  this  good  cheer  was  prepar* 
ing,  Mr.  Bruce  faw  with  his  glafs,  firfi  one  man 

,  running  along  the  coafi:  weflward,  who  did  not 
fiop ;  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  another 
upon  a  camel,  walking  at  the  ordinary  pace, 
who  difmounted  juR  oppofite  to  them,  and,  asi 
he  thought,  kneeled  down  to  fay  his  prayen 
upon  the  fand. 
Mr.  Bruce,  after  fome  little  intercourfe  with 

'  the  natives,  whofe  condud  was  very  fufpicious, 
direded  the  rais  to  fiand  out  towards  Crab- 
iiland,  and  there  being  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 
fhore,  carrying  an  ealy  fail,  they  flood  over  upon 
Mocha  town,  to  avoid  fome  rocks  or  iflands. 

The  wind  continuing  moderate,  at  three 
o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  they  pafTed 
Jibbel  el  Ouree,  then  Jibbel  Zekir ;  and  having 
a  Heady  gale  with  fair  and  moderate  weather, 
paffing  to  the  wellward  of  the  iiland  Rafab,  be- 
tween that  and  fome  other  iflands  to  the  north- 
call,  where  the  wind  turned  contrary,  they  ar- 
rived at  Loheia^  the  6th^  in  the  morning. 

\  'f ,         '       •  Every 
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Every  thing  being  prepared  for  ouf  travellers 
leparture,  they  failed  from  Loheia  on  the  3d  of 
September,  1769,  forMafuah. 
An  Abylfinian,  who  died  on  boards  and  who 
ad  been  buried  upon  their  coming  out  from 
oheia  Bay,  had  been  feen  upon  the  bowfprit  for 
two  nights,  and  had  terrified  the  failors  very 
much ;  even  the  rais  had  been  not  a  little  alarm* 
ed ',  and,  though  he  could  not  diredly  fay  that 
he  had  feen  him,  yet,  after  Mr.  Bruce  was  in 
bed  on  the  7th,  he  complained  ferioufly  to  him 
of  the  bad  confequenccs  it  would  produce,  if  a 
gale  of  wind  was  tp  rife,  and  the  ghoft  was  to 
keep  his  place  there  3  he  defired  him  to  come 
forward  and  fpeak  to  him.  "  My  good  rais^ 
(faid  Mr.  Bruce)  I  am  exceedingly  tired,  and 
my  head  aches  much  with  the  fun,  which  hath 
been  violent  to  day.  You  know  the  Abyflinian 
paid  for  his  paifage,  and,  if  he  do  not  over-load 
the  thip,  I  do  not  think,  that  in  juilice  or  equi- 
ty, either  you  or  I  can  hinder  the  ghoft  from 
continuing  his  voyage  to  Abyflinia,  as  we  can* 
pot  judge  what  ferious  bufinefs  he  may  havo 
there."  The  rais  began  to  blefs  hinnfelf  that  ho 
did  not  know  any  thing  of  his  affairs. — **  Then» 
faid  Mr.  Bruce,  if  you  do  not  find  he  makes  the 
yeffel  too  heavy  before,  do  not  moled  him  j  bo- 
caufe,  certainly,  if  he  was  to  come  into  any  other 
part  of  the  fhip,  or  if  he  was  to  infill  to  fit  in 
the  middle  of  you,f  he  would  be  a  greater  incon<» 
venience  to  you  than  in  his  prefent  poft."  The 
rais  began  again  to  blefs  himfelf,  repeating  a 
yerfe  of  the  Koran ;  '*  bifmilla  iheitan  rcjem," 
in  the  name  of  God  keep  the  devil  far  from  me. 
"  Now  rais,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  if  he  docs  us  no 
harm,  you  will  ]et  him  ride  upon  the  bowfprit 

Q  2,  till 


'ilil'll 


64  BRUCE*S   TRAVELS. 

till  he  is  tired,  or  till  he  ccmes  to  Mafuah  j  foil 
I  fwear  to  you,  unlefs  he  hurts  or  troubles  us,| 
I  do  not  think  I  have  any  obligation  to  get  outi 
of  my  bed  to  moleft  him ;  only  fee  that  he  carries| 
nothing  off  with  him." 
i,  The  rais  now  feemed  to  be  exceedingly  offend-l 
ed,  and  faid,  for  his  part,  he  did  not  care  for  his 
life  more  than  any  other  man  on  board;  if  it 
was  not  from  fear  of  a  gaie  of  wind,  he  might  i 
ride  on  the  bowfprit  and  be  d-  n'dj  but  that  he 
had  always  heard  learned  people  could  fpeakj 
to  ghofts.  "  Will  you  be  fo  good,  rais,  replied 
our  traveller,  to  ftep  forward,  and  tell  him,  that| 
I  am  going  to  drink  coffee,  and  fhould  be  glad 
if  hp  would  walk  into  the  cabin,  and  fay  any 
thing  he  has  to  communicate  to  me,  if  he  is  a 
Chriftian  j  and  if  not,  to  Mahomet  Gibberti." 
The  rais  went  out,  but,  as  Mr.  Bruce's  fervant 
told  him,  he  would  neither  go  himfelf,  nor  could 
get  any  perfon  to  go  to  the  ghoft  for  him* 
However,  here  the  matter  ended  for  the  prefent; 
He  was,  indeed,  feen  again  fome  time  after- 
wards/ and  was  faid  to  have  robbed  feveral  of 
the  p^ffengers  of  part  of  their  property.  Mr. 
Bruce,  however,  found  out,  that  it  was  not  the 
ghoft,  but  fome  of  the  failors  who  were  the 
thieves,  and,  after  this  detedion,  the  ghoft  was 
never  more  heard  of. 

'  On  the  11th,  about  feven  in  the  evening,  they 
ftruck  upon  a  reef  of  coral  rocks.  Arabs  are 
cowards  in  all  fudden  dangers ;  for  they  confider 
every  accident  as  the  will  of  Providence,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  avoided.  The  Arab  failors 
were  for  immediately  taking  to  the  boat ;  while 
the  Abyflinians  were  for  cutting  up  the  planks 
and  wood  of  the  infide  of  the  veifel,  and  rnakfng 
;  -^       her 
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5r  a  raft.    A  violent  difpute  enfued,  and  after 
19 1  a  battle,  whea  night  overtook  tbem,  (tili 
hfX  upon  the  rock.     The  rais  and  Yafine,  how- 
ever, calmed  the  riot,  when  Mr.  Bruce  begged 
[he  paiTengers  would  hear  him.      "    You  all 
:now,  faid  he,  or  (hould  know,  that  the  boat  is 
line;  as  I  bought  it  with  my  money^  for  the 
Tafety  and  accommodation  of  myfelf  and  fer- 
^ants  3  you  know^  likewife,  that  I  and  my  men 
ire  all  well  armed»  while  you  are  naked ;  there- 
fore do  not  imagine^  that  we  will  fq^r  any  of 
fou.  to  enter  that  boat,  and  fave  your  lives  at  the 
ipence  of  ours.    On  this  veiTel  of  the  rais  is 
rour  dependence,  in  it  you  are  to  be  faved  or  to 
)eriih ;  therefore  all  hands  to  work,  and  get  the 
veiTel  off  while  it  is  calm  ;  if  ihe  had  been  mate- 
rially damaged,  Ihe  had  been  funk  before  now." 
^hey  all  feemed,  on  this,  to  take  courage,  and 
Ifaid,  they  hoped  he  would  not  leave  them.     He 
toid  them,  if  they  would  be  men,  he  would  not 
[leave  them  while  there  was  a  bit  of  the  vefTel 
l.togethf^r. 

The  boat  was  immediately  launched,  and  one 
[of  Mr.  Bruce's  fervants,  the  rais,  and  two  fail- 
ors,  were  put  on  board.  They  were  foon  upon 
the  bank,  where  the  two  failors  got  out,  who 
cut  their  feet  at  firft  upon  the  white  coral,  but 
afterwards  got  firmer  footing.  They  attempted 
to  pu(h  the  ihip  backwards  but  ihe  would  net 
move.  Poles  and  handfpikes  were  tried  in  order 
to  ftir  her,  but  thefe  were  not  long  enough.  In 
a  word,  there  was  no  appearance  of  getting  hef 
off  before  morning,  when  they  knew  the  wind 
would  rife,  and  it  was  to  be  feared  flie  would 
then  be  dafhed  to  pieces.  Other- efforts  were 
then  ul'ed;  and  a  great  cry  was  fet  up,  that  ihe 
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began  to  move.  A  little  after,  a  gentle  winjj 
juft  made  itfelf  felt  from  the  eaft,  and  the  cryl 
from  the  rais  was,  "  Hoift  the  forefail  and  put! 
it  aback."  This  being  immediately  done,  and  al 
gentle  breeze  filling  the  forefail  at  the  time  theyj 
all  puihed,  and  the  veflel  flid  gently  off,  freel 
from  thelhoal.  Mr.  Bruce  did  not  partake  of  I 
the  Joy  fo  fuddenly  as  the  others  did.  He  had] 
always  fomfe  fears  a  plank  might  have  been  dart- 
ed ;  but  they  faw  the  advantage  of  a  veflel  being! 
fewed,  rather  than  nailed  together,  as  ibe  not] 
only  was  unhurt,  but  made  very  little  water.  * 

On  the  19th  of  September,  at  five  in  the  af-' 
ternoon,  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  harbour 
of  Mafluah,  having  been  feventeen  days  on  their! 
paflage,  including  the  day  they  firft  went  on! 
board,  though  this  voyage,  wuh  a  favourable! 
wind,  is  generally  made  in  three.  Yet  this  de- 
lay muft  not  be  wholly  attributed  to  the  weather, 
as  they  fpent  much  time  in  furveying  iflands. 

Mafluah,  or  the  Harbour  of  the  Shepherds,  is 
a  fmali  ifland  on  the  Abyflinian  ihore,  having  an 
excellent  harbour,  and  water  deep  enough  for 
ihips  of  any  fize,  where  they  may  ride  in  the  ut- 
moft  fecurity,  from  whatever  point,  or  with 
whateveV  degree  of  ftrength  the  wind  blows. 
The  ifland  itfelf  is  very  fmall,  fcarce  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  in  length,  and  about  half  that  in 
breadth ;  one  tljird  of  which  is  occupied  by 
houfes,  another  by  citterns  to  receive  the  rain- 
water, and  the  laft  is  referved  for  burying  the 
dead. 

This  ifland  wa«  a  place  of  much  refort  as  long 
as  commerce  flouriflied  j  but  it  fell  into  obfcuri- 
ty  very  fuddenly  after  the  Turks  put  the  finifli- 
ing  hand  to  the  ruin  of  the  Indian  trade  in  the 
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[ed  Sea,  began  fomc  years  before,  by  the  difco- 
[ery  of  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  and  the  fettle^ 
lents  made  by  the  Portaguefe  on  the  continent 
\f  India.  - 

As  it  was  evening  when  they  arrived  here,  Mr. 
Iruce  thought  it   advifablc  to  fleep  on  board 
[hat  night,  that  he  might  have  a  whole  day  be- 
fore him,  and  receive  in  the  night  any  intelli- 
knce  from  friends,  who  might  not  chafe  to 
feature  to  come  openly  to  fee  him  and  his  com- 
pany }  at  leaft  before  the  determination  of  the 
)aybe,   the  governor  of  that  place,  had   been 
^eard  concerning  them. 
On  the  20th,  a  perfon  came  from  Mahomet 
ribberti  to  condu^  Mr.  Brace  on  fhore.    The 
jaybe  himfelf  was  at  Arkeeko,  and  Achmet,  his 
coufiri  and  fucceflbr,  had  therefore  come  down  to 
receive  the  duties  of  the  merchandife  on  board 
the  veflel.    There  were  two  elbow  chairs  placed 
In  the  middle  of  the  market  place.     Achmet  fat 
)n  one  of  them,  while  the  feveral  officers  opened 
the  bales  and  packages  before  him;  the  other 
:hair  on  his  left  hand  was  empty.     He  was 
Idrefled  all  in  white,  in  a  long  Banian  habit  of. 
fmuflin,  and  a  clofe-bodied  frock  reaching  to  his 
[ancles.    This  fpecies  of  drefs  did  not,  in   any 
jway,  fuit  Achmefs  (hape  or  fizej  but,  it  feen^s, 
jbe  meant  to  be  in  gala.     Achmet  flood  up.  juft 
las  Mr.  Bruce  arrived  within  arm's  length  of  him  | 
when  they  touched  each  other's  hands,  carried 
their  fingers  to  their  lips,  then  laid  their  hands 
acrofs  their  breads;  our  traveller  pronouncing 
'the  falutation  of  the  inferior  "  Salam  alicum! 
Peace  be  between  us;  to  which  he  anfwered, 
immediately,  "  Alicum  falam  1"  There  is  peace 
between  us.    He.  pointed  to  tli6  chair>  which 
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Mr.  BniCC  declined ;  bqt  he  obliged  him  tofij 

hi  tbefe  countries,  the  greater  honour  that  \i 
ihewn  you  at  firft  meeting,  the  more  considerably 
prefent  is  expe6ted.     He  made  a  fign  to  brinj 
coffee    diredly,    as   the  immediate  offeting  oil 
meat  or  drink  is  an  affnranee  your  lifp  is  not  iQl 
danger.     He  began  wit(h  an  air  that  :re,emed  ra>| 
Iher  Terious  j  "  We  have  expe6ted  you  here  fonw] 
time  ago,  but  thought  you  had  changed  yourl 
fDtnd>  and  was  gone  to  India/' — **  Since,  fa ilingj 
from  Jidda,  I  have  been  in  Arabia  Felix,  UM 
Gulph  of  Mocha,  and  croiTed  lad  from  Loheia/'-j 
Are  you  not  afraid,  faid  he,  fo  thinly  attended,] 
to  venture  upon  thefe  long  and  dangerous  voy- 
Hgcs  ?"  The  countries  where  I  have  been,  are  ei« 
tber  fubjeft  to  the  emperor  of  Conflantinoplc,] 
whofe  firman  I  have  now  the  honour  to  prefent  | 
you,  or  to  the  regency  of  Cairo,  and  port  of  Jani* 
zaries—here  are  their  letters— or  to  the  iherrifFcl 
of  Mecca.    To  you,  Sir,  I  prefent  the  fherrifFe's 
letters;    and«  beiides  thefe,   one   from  Meticalj 
Aga  your  friend,  who,  depending  on  vour  cha» 
ra^er,  affured  me  this  alone  would  be  fufficieotj 
to  preserve  me  from  ill  ufage  fo  long  as  I  did  no 
wrong  5  as  for  the  dangers  of  the  road,  from  ban- 
ditti and  lawlefs  perfons,  niv  fervants  are  indeed] 
few,  but  they  are  veteran  ioldiers,  tried  and  ex* 
crcifed  from  their  infancy  in  arms,  and  I  value] 
not  the  fuperior  number  of  cowardly  and  difor- 
derly  perfons. 

He  then  returned  Mr.  Bruce  the  letters,  fay- 
ing, "  You  will  give  thefe  to  the  naybe  to-mor- 
row J  I  will  keep  Metical's  letter,  as  it  is  to  me,| 
and  will  read  it  at  home."    He  put  it  according- 
ly in  his  bofom  3  aud  coffee  beirg  ferved,  Mr. 
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rucc  rofe  to  take  his  leave,  and  was  preftntly 
jt  to  the  ikin  by  deluges  of  orange-flower- wa- 
(howered  upon  him  from  the  right  and  left,  by 
70  of  his  attendants,  from  (ilver  bottles. 
A  very  decent  houfe  had  been  provided  j  and 
had  no  fooner  entered,  than  a  large  dinner 
IS  fent  them  by  Achmet,  with  a  profufion  of 
ions,  and  good  freih  water,  now  become  one  of 
greateft  deliracies  in  life,  and,  inftantly  af- 
r,  their  baggage  was  all  fent  unopened  j  with 
Jhich  he  was  very  well  pleafed. 
[On  the  21(1,  in  the  morning,  the  naybe  cart* 
>mArkeeko.  He  was  poorly  attended  by  three, 
four  fervants,  miferably  mounted,  and  about 
rty  naked  favages  on  foot,  armed  with  (hort 
ices  and  crooked  knives.  The  drum  beat  before 
|m  all  the  way  from  Arkeeko  to  Mafuah.  Ujidii* 
Uering  the  boat,  the  drum  on  the  land-fide 
fafed,  and  thofe,  in  what  is  called  the  caMe  of 
tafuah,  began.    The  caftle  is  a  fmall  clay  hut#^ 
id  in  it  one  fwivel-guin,  which  is  not  mounted. 
It  lies  upon  the  ground,  and  is  f  red  always  with 
real  trepidation  and'l!ofiie  d^^nger.    The  drams' 
le  earthen  jarsi  fuch  as  they  fend  butter  in  to 
Irabiaj  the  mouths'  of  which  are  covered  with 
ilkin,  fo  that  a  ftranger,  on  feeing  two  or  three 
"  thefe  together,  would  run  a  great  rifk  of  be- 
iving  them  to  be  jars  of  butter,  ur  pickles, 
irefuUy  covered  with  oiled  parchment.    All  the 
roceffion  was  in  the  fame  ftyle.     The  naybe  was 
refled  in  an  old  ihabby  Turkifli  habit,  much  too 
lort  for  him,  and  fe<jttied  to  have  been  made 
)out  the  time  of  Sultan  Selim.     He  wore  alfo 
)on  his  head  a  Turkifh  cowke,  or  high  cap, 
rhich  fcarcely  admitted  any  part  of  his  head, 
this  drefs,  which  on  him  had  a  truly  ridicu- 
lous 
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]ou8  appearance,  he  received  the  caftan/  or  tnvei! 
titure,  of  the  ifland  of  Mafuah ;  and  being  then 
by  reprefentative  of  the  grand  feignior,  confeotj 
ed  that  day  to  be  called  Omar  Aga,  in  honour 
the  commiflionk 

In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Brpce  went  to  pay  hiJ 
refpeds  to  the  nay  be,  and  found  him  fitting  on; 
large  wooden  elbow-chair,  at  the  head  of  twi| 
&\es  of  naked  favages,  who  made  an  avenue  froo 
his  chair  to  the  door.  He  had  nothing  upon 
liim  but  a  coarfe  cotton  ilurt,  fo  dirty,-  that  ij 
leemed  all  pains  to  clean  it  again  would^  bel 
thrown  away,  and  fo  iliort  that  it  fcarcely  read 
ed  his  knees.  He  was  very  tall  and  lean;  bi^ 
colour  black;  had  a  large  mouth  and  nofe;  lar^ 
dull,  and  heavy  eyes ;  a  kind  of  malicious,  con{ 
temptuous  fmile  on  his  countenance  $  and  wai| 
altogether  of  a  moll  ftupid  and  brntal  appsf^ran( 
His  charader  perfedly  ^rf  efponded  with  ^is  £'{ 
gure,  for  he  was  a  man  of  mean  abilities,  .«fcuel  to 
cxcefs,  avaricious,  and  a  great  drunkard.    ,; 

Mr.  Bruce  prefented  hi^  $rman. — ^The  greateftl 
baiha  in  the  Turkish  empire  would  have  nfenl 
upon  ieeing  it,  kiifed  it,  and  parried  it  to 
forehead;  but  he  did  not  even  receive  it  into  hiil 
hand,  and  puHied  it  back  to  our  traveller  againJ 
laying,  "  Do  you  read  it  all  to  me,  word  fori 
word."— Mr.  Bruce  told  him  it  w,as  Turkiflijj 
that  he  had  never  learned  to  read  a  word  of  thatl 
language.—**  Nor  I  neither,"  fays  he;  **  and  ll 
believe  I  never  Ihall,"  Mr.  Bruce  then  gavehiral 
the  othfer  letters  he  had  broQght  with  him.  Hel 
took  them  all  together  in  both  his  hands,  andl 
laid  them  unopened  befide  hin^,  faying,  **  You! 
ihould  have  brought  a  mpuUah  along  with  you.! 
Do  you  think  I  fhall  read  all  thefe  letters }  Why.i 

it 
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would  take  ine  a  month."  He  then  glared 
}on  our  traveller,  with  his  mouth  open,  fo  like 
idiot,  that  it  wai  with  the  utmod  ditHculty 
Jr.  Bruce  kept  hii  gravity,  only  anfwering, 
Juft  as  you  pleafe;  ypu  know  beft." 
A  iilence  followed  this  fhort  converfation,  and 
Jr.  Bruce  took  the  opportuhity  to  give  him  his 
krefent,  with  which  h6  did  not  feem  difpleafed^ 
|ut  rather  that  it  was  below  him  to  tell  him  fo ; 
ke  then  took  his  leave  of  the  nay  be,  very  little 
^leafed  with  his  reception,  and  the  fmall  account 
le  feemed  to  make  of  his  letters,  or  of  himlelf. 

The  fmall-pox  was  raging  with  fuch  violence 
^t  Mafuah,  that  it  was  feared  the  living'  vir'ould 
tot  be  fufficient  to  bury  the  dead.  The  whole 
tfland  was  filled  with  inrieks  and  lamentations 
>oth  night  and  day.  Mr.  Bruce  had  fupprefled 
lis  charader  of  phyfician,  fearing  he  fhbuld  be 
ietained  by  reafon  of  the  multitude  of  lick. 

The  naybe  having  difpatched  the  vefTel  that 

)rought  our  travellers  over;  and,  as  if  he  had 

[only  iivaited  till  this  evidence  was  out  of  the  way« 

[he,  that  very  night,  fent  word,  that  Mr.  Bruce 

[was  to  prepare  him  a  handfome  prefent.    He 

gave  in  a  long  lift  of  particularUba  great  amount, 

which  he  deiired  itilM  be  divided  into  three 

parcels,  and  prefcntiu  three  feveral  days.    One 

was  to  be  given  him  iH  Naybe  of  Arkeeko  y  one 

las  Omar  Ago,  rcprefeniptive  of  the  grand  felg- 

inior;  and  one  for  having  pafTed  their  baggage 

gratis  and  unvifited,  erpecially  the  lar^e  qhadrantJ. 

As  the  affurance  of  protection  Mr.  Brtfce  had 

S  received,  gave  him  courage,  he  anfwered  hiho. 

That,  havinjgf  a  firman  of  tne  grand  ^eignibf,  an<l 

letters  from  Melical  Aga,  it  was  mei'e  generofity 

Ihould  he  give  him  any  prefcat  at  sdl,  either  as 

• »  '     Naybe 
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Na>be  or  Omar  Aga;  that  he  was  not' a  me 
chant  that  bought  and  fold,  nor  had  merchandiu 
on  board,  therefore  had  no  cufioms  to  pay.  Uj 
this  he  lent  for  Mr.  Bruce  to  his  houfe.  where! 
found  him  in  a  violent  fury,  and  many  ufelcd 
words  paiTed  on  both  (ides.  At  lad  he  perenp 
'  torily  told  our  traveller.  That  unlefs  he  had  thre 
hundred  ounces  of  gold /'ready  to  pay  him 
Monday,  upon  his  landing  from  Arkeeko,  hj 
would  confine  him  in  a  dungeon,  without  light] 
air,  or  meat,  till  his  bones  came  through  bis  Ikio 
for  want. 

.   On  the  29th  of  Oftober,  the  naybe  came  againl 
from  Arkeeko  to  Maiuah,  and  as  Mr.  Bruce  wai) 
told,  in  a  very  ill  humour  with  him.    He  foofi  re-i 
ceived  a  meflage  to  attend  him,  and  found  him  inl 
a  large  waile  room  like  a  barn,  with  about  fixtyl 
people  round  him.    This  was  his  divan,  or  grand] 
council,  with  all  his  janizaries  and  officers  of 
itate,  all  naked,  afTembkd  in  parliament, 
t  There  was  a  comet  that  had  appeared  a  fewl 
days  after  their  arrival  at  Maiuah,  which  Jiadj 
been  many  days  vifible  in  Arabia  Felix,  being 
then  in  its  perihelion  j  and,  after  palTmg  its  con- 
jun6tion  with  the  fun,  it  now  appeared  at  Mi^fu* 
ah  early  in  the  evempg,  receding  to  its  aphelion.l 
Mr.  Bruce  had  been  obferved  watching  it  with] 
sreat  attention,  and  the  large  tubes  of  the  tele- 
icopes  had  given  offence  to  ignorant  people.  The  I 
firft  queftion  the  naybe  aiked  him  was,  *'  What 
that  comet  meant,  and  why  it  appeared  ?"   And 
before  he^ould  anfwer  him,  he  again  faid,  "The 
iird  time  it  was  viiible  it  brought  the  fmall-pox,  | 
which  has  killed  above  one  thoufand*  people  in 
Mafuah  and  Arkeeko.    It  is  known  you  con- 
vcrfqd  with  it  every  night  at  Loheiaj  it  has  now 
1  ^  V'  ,  '  ■      followed 


)Uowed  yon  again  to  fioiih  the  few  that  rdtniin, 
id  theo  you  are  to  carry  it  ioto  Ab/ffinia.  What 
ive  you  to  do  with  the  comet  ?" 

Without  giving  Mr.  Bruce  leave  to  fpeak,  hii 

rother  £inir  Achmet  then  faid,  "  That  he  wzB 

iformed  our  traveller  was  an  engineer  going  to 

licbael,  governor  of  Tigr^i  to  teadi  the  Abyifi- 

^ians  to  make  canned  and  gunpowder  j  and  that 

he  firft  attack  was  to  be  againit  Mftfuah.  Five  or 

U  others  fpoke  much  in  the  lame  (train  ;  and 

^e  naybe  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  would 

;iid  Mr.  Bruce  in   chains  to   Conftantinoplo^ 

^nlefs  he  went  to  Hamazen,  with  his  brother 

^mir  Achmet,  to  the  hotwells  there,  and  that 

lis  was  the  refolution  of  ail  the  janizaries ;  for 

;  had  concealed  his  being  a  phyfician. 

After  much  altercation  between  Mr.  Bruoe 
iod  the  naybe,  the  latter  turned  his  back,  apd 
Mr.  Bruce  went  away  exceedingly  diflurhed,  ae 
U  was  plain  his  affairs  were  coming  to  a  crifis  for 
good  or  for  evil.  He  obferved,  or  thought  he  ob« 
lerved,  all  the  people  ihunned  him.  -  He  was» 
Indeed,  upon  his  guard,  and  did  not  wiih  them  to 
come  near  him ;  but,  turning  down  into  his  own 
gateway,  a  man  pafled  clofe  by  him,  faying,  dif- 
LincUy  in  his  ear,  though  in  a  low  voice,  firft 
tn  Tigre,  and  then  in  Arabic,  **  Fear  nothing.** 
This  hint,  (hort  as  it  was,  gave  him  no  fmall 
:ourage. 

Upon  the  6th,  tn  the  morning,  while  at  break- 
faft,  Mr.  Bruce  was  told,  that  three  fervants  had 
irrived  from  Tigre  j  one  from  Janni,  a  young 
[nan  and  ilave,  who  fpoke  and  wrote  Greek  per- 
feaiy }  the  other  two  fervants  were  Ras  Michaers, 
:>r  rather  the  king's,  both  wearing  the  i«d  ihopt 
:Ioak,  lined,  and  turned  up  with  mazarin-blue. 

Vol.  XIV.  -H  which 
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.which  is  the  badge  of  the  king*!!  fervant,  and  \A 
called  Shalaka.  Eai  Michael's  letters  to  tlwj 
naybe  were  very  ihort.  He  faid  the  king,  Hata^l 
Hsannes's  health  was'  bad,  and  wondered'  at| 
hearing  that  the  phyiiciiin^  i'ent  to  him  by  Meti* 
cal  A^a  from  Arabia,  was  nt)t  forwarded  to  hitnl 
indantly  at  Gondar,  as  he  had  heard  of  his  being 
arrived  at  Maiuah  fome  time  before.  He  ordered! 
•the  naybe,  moreover,  to  furnilh  him  with  neceira<| 
ries,  and  difpatch  him  without  lofs  of  time. 

Mafuah,  by  a  great  variety  of  obfervations  o{| 
thp  fun  and  (iars,  was  found  to  be  in  latitude  15 
deg.  35  min.  5  fee.  and,  by  an  obfervatton  of  the 
fecond  fatellite  of  Jupiter,  on  the.22d  of  Septem-| 
ber  1769,  its  longitude  was  found  to  be  39  deg.l 
36  min.  30  fee.  ead  of  the  meridian  of  Green-I 
wich. 

The  iiland  of  Mafuah  is  very  unwholefome,  asJ 
indeed,  is  the  whole  coaH  of  the  Red  Sea,  froin| 
Sue^  to  Babelmandel,  but  more  efpecially  be- 
tween the  tropics.    Violent  fevers,  called  there  I 
Nedad,  make  the  principal  figure  in  this  fatal 
iill,  and  generally  terminate  tne  third  day  in 
death.    If  the  patient  furvives  till  tlie  fifth  day, 
he  very  often  recovers  by  drinking  water  only,  and 
throwing  a  quantity  of  cold  water  upon  him,  even 
in  his  bed,  where  he  is  permitted  to  lie,  without 
attempting  to  make  him  dry,  or  change  bis  bedj 
till  another  deluge  adds  to  the  firft. 

The  bark  is  the  raofl  fovereign  remedy  here,! 
but  it  mult  be  given  in  very  dinerent  times  and  I 
manners  from  thofe  purfued  in  Europe.  Wers  I 
a  pbyiician  to  take  time  to  prepare  his  patient  fori 
the  bark,  by  firft  giving  him  purgatives,  he  would  I 
be  dead  of  the  fever  before,  his  preparation  was  | 
comple^d.  I'he  fecond  or  thtrd  dole  of  the  bark,  i 
'         .  '     .A^  .  ^        .      ifl 
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\ny  quantity  is  fvirallowed,  never  fails  to  parge ; 
Ind,  if  thisevacuation  is  copious,  the  patient  rarely 
lies,  but,  on  the  contrary,  his  recovery  is  generally 
fapld.  Moderate  purging  is  for  the  molt  part  to 
>c  adopted  ^  and  rice  is  a  much  better  food  than 
fruit. 

The  next  common  difeafe  in  the  lotv  country 
)f  Arabia,  the  intermediate  illand  of  Maluah, 
md  all  AbyHinia,  U  the  tertian  fever,  which  is  in 
lothing  ditterent  from  our  tertian,  and  is  fucceif- 
fully  treated  here  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Another  difeafe,  which  may  be  called  endemi- 

kl,  is  called  Hanzeerj  the  hogs  or  the  fwine,  and 

Is  a  fwelling  of  the  glands  of  the  throat,  and 

3nder  the  arms.    This  the  ignorant  inhabitants 

indeavour  to  bring  to  a  fuppuration,  but  in  vain ; 

they  then  open  them  in  feveral  places }  a  fore  and 

running  tbllows,  and  a  difeafe  very  much  refem- 

)ling  what  is  called  in  Europe  the  evil. 

All  the  nations  in  Africa,  within  the  tropics,  are 

Iwonderfully  afFe6ted  at  the  fmalleft  eruption  or 

iroughnefs  of  the  Acin.    A  black  of  Sennaar  will 

Ihide  himfelf  in  the  houfe  where  dark,  and  is  not 

Ito  be  feen  by  his  friends,  if  he  fhould  have  two 

lor  three  pimples  on  any  part  of  his  body.     Nor  is 

[there  any  remedy,   however  violent,  that  they 

[will  not  ily  to  for  immediate  relief. 

The  next  complaint  Mr.  Bruce  mentions,  as 
Icommon  in  thefe  countries,  is  called  Farenteit,  a 
Icorruption  of  an  Arabic  word,  which  lignifies  the 
IWorm  of  Pharaoh  ;  all  bad  things  being,  by  the 
Arabs,  attributed  to  thefe  poor  kings,  who  feera 
Ito  be  looked  upon  by  poftcrity  as  the  evil  genii 
of  the  country  which  they  once  governed. 
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Thif  extraordinary  animal  only  afHidls  thdfftj 
who  are  in  conflant  habit  of  drinking  Aagnantl 
water.     It  appears  indifcriminately  in  every  paitj 
9f  the  body,  but  ofteneil  in  the  legs  and  arms.! 
Upon  looking  at  this  worm,  on  it?  ^rft  appear* 
ance,  a  fnoall  black  head  is  extremely  vifible,  with] 
a  hooked  beak  of  a'  whiti&  colour.    Its  body  isj 
fecmingly  of  a  white  filky  texture,  very  like  a 
iinall  tendon  bared  and  perfe6tly  cleaned.   After 
its  appearance^  the  natives  of  thefe  countries  J 
who  are  ufed  to  it,  feize  it  gently  by  the  hc^J 
and  wrap  it  round  a  thin  piece  of  filk,  or  frc^Hj 
bird's  feather.     Every  day,  or  feveral  times  a! 
day,  they  try  to  wind  it  up  upon  the  qjuill,  as  far 
it  comes  readily ;  and,  upon  the  fmalleft  refid- 
^DcjB,  they  give  over  for  fear  of  breaking  it.   JMr.i 
Bruce  has  ieen  five  feet,  or  fomething  more,  of  | 
this  extraordinary  atiimal,  wound  out  with  in- 
\incible  patience  in  the  courfe  of  three  weeks,! 
No  inflammation  then  remained,  and  fcarcely  any 
sednefs  round  the  edges  of  the  aperture,  only  a 
iinall  quantity  of  lymph  appeared  in  the  bole  or| 
punfture,  which  fcarcely  iiTued  out  upon  preff- 
ing.    In  three  days  it  was  commonly  well. 

Mr.  Bruce  himfelf  experienced  this  complaint.  I 
^e  was  reading  upon  a  fofa  afc  Cairo,  a  few  days 
after  his  return  from  Upper  Egypt,  when  he  felt  | 
in  the  fore  part  of  his  leg,  upon  the  bone,  about  I 
feven  inches  below  the  centre  of  his  knee-pan,  an 
Itching,  refembling  what  follows  the  bite  of  a 
mufcheto.  Upon  fcratching,  a  fmall  tumour  ap- 
peared, very  like  a  mufcheto-bite.  The  itching 
returned  in  about  an  hour  afterward  j  and,  being 
inore  intent  upon  his  reading  than  his  leg,  be  I 
fcratched  it  till  the  blood  came.  He  foon  after 
obfcrved  fomething  like  a  black  fpot,  which  had  I 

already 
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ilready  rifen  above  the  furface  of  the  fkin.    All 
jedicine  proved  ufelefs  j  and  the  diieafe  not  be- 
iing  known  at  Cairo,  it  ^vas  neceffary  to  have  re- 

^ourie  to  the  only  received  manner  of  treating  it 
^n   this  country.      About  three  inches  of  the 

rorm  were  wound  out  upon  a  piece  of  raw  lilk  in 
[the  firft  week,  without  pain  or  fever;  but  it  wa» 
Ibroken  afterwards  through  the  careleflhefs  and 
Iraftinefs  of  the  furgeon  when  changing  a  poultice, 

)n  board  the  ihip  in  which  he  returned  to  France, 
violent  inflammation  followed ;  the  leg  fwelled 

lib  as  to  fcarce  leave  appearance  of  knee  or  ankle; 

the  Ikin,  red,  and  dil^ended,  feemed  glazed  like  a 
lirror.    The  wound  was  now  healed,  and  dif- 

:harged  nothing;  and  there  was  every  appearance 

)f  mortiiication  coming  on.    The  great  care  and 

ittention  procured  him  in  the  Lazaretto  at  Mar- 
IfeiUcs,  by  a  nation  always  foremoft  in  the  a6ts  of 
[humanity  to  Grangers,  and  the  attention  and  Ikill 
iof  the  furgeon,  recovered  him  from  this  trouble* 
I fome  complaint. 

The  lait  Mr,  Bruce  mentions  of  thefe  endemial 
Idifeafes,  and  the  moft  terrible  of  all  others  that 
lean  fall  to  the  lot  of  man,  is  the  elephantiaHs, 
I  which  foroe  have  chofen  to  call  the  leprofy,  or 
(lepra  Arabum  ;  though  in  its  appearance,  and  in 
lalbitscircumftances  and  flages,  it  no  more  refem*. 
Ibles  theleprofy  of  Palcftine,  than  it  does  the  gout 
lor  the  dropfy.  During  the  courfe  of  it,  the  face 
lis  often  healthy  to  appearance;  and  the  eyes  vi- 
Ivid  and  fparkling:  thofe  affeded  have  fometimes 
la  kind  of  drynefs  upon  the  Ikin  of  their  backs, 
Iwhich  upon  fcratching,  leaves  a  mealinefs,  or 
jwhitenefs;  the  only  circumttance,  in  which  it 
irel'embled  the  leprofy;  but  it  has  no  fcalinefs. 

he  hair,  too,  is  of  its  natural  colour;  not  white, 

H  3  yellow i lb. 
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yellowi{h,ortbin^asin  the  Itprofyj  but  fofaf  fron»| 
it,  that  though  the  Abyffinians  have  very  rarely^ 
kair  upon  their  chin,  Mr.  Bruce  has  feen  people,  | 
apparently  in  the  lafl  flage  of  the  elephantiafis,j 
with  a  very  good  beard  of  its  natural  colour.! 
The  appetite  is  generally  good  during  this  dif. 
cafe,  nor  does  any  change  of  regimen  affcft  t^t\ 
complaint. 

Mr.  Bruce  lays  down  this  as  a  pofitive  rule  of  I 
health,  that  the  warmeft  difiies  the  natives  de- 
light in,  are.  the  moft  wholefome  Grangers  can! 
lale  in  the  putrid  climates  of  the  Lower  Arabia, | 
Abyffinia,  &Bnnaar,  and  Egypt  itfelf  j  and  that 
fpirits,  and  all  fermented  liquors,  ihould  be, re- 
garded as  poifons.  Spring,  or  running  water,  ifj 
you  can  find  it,  is  to  be  your  only  drink;  and,  in 
any  cafe,  filtration  through  fand  is  extrtmeiyj 
Ibeneficial  to  p'^rify  this  effential  fluid. 

Rice  and  pillaw  arc  the  bed  food;  fowls  are | 
very  bad,  eggs  «re  worfe;  greens  are  not  whole- 
fome.  All  foups  or  broths  are  to  be  ayoidcdj| 
;^nd  all  game  is  bad. 

It  is  a  cuAom  that,  from  the  firft  ages, .has  pre* 
vailed  in  the  eaft,  to  fhriek  and  lameiBt  upon  the  I 
death  of  a  friend  or  relation,  and  cut  their  facet 
upon  the  temple  with  their  nails  about  the  breadth 
of  a  fixpcnce,  one  of  which  is  left  long  for  that 
purpofe.     It  was  always  pra^iled  by  the  Jews, 
and  thence  adopted  by  the  Abyflinians,  thougfa 
cxprefsly  forbidden  both  by  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets.   At  Mafuah  it  feems  to  be  particular  tol 
dance  upon  that  occaiion.    The  women,  friends,! 
and  viliters,  place  themfelves  in  a  ring;  then 
dance  (lowly,  figuring  in  and  out  as  in  a  countryj 
dance.    This  dance  is  all  to  the  voice,  no  infbn* 
meat  being  ufed  upon  the  occaiion^  except  the! 
1  V    r*  druiii.| 
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ram.  In  Abyflinia,  too,  this  is  purfucd  in  a 
lanner  more  ridiculous.  Upon  the  death  of  an 
ioro,  or  any  nobleman,  the  twelve  judges,  who 
re  generally  between  fixty  and  feventy  years  of 
re,  ting  the  fong>  and  dance  the  figure- dance, 
'  a  manner  fo  truly  ridiculous,  that  grief  muft 
ive  taken  faft  hold  of  every  fpe(5tator  who  does 
lot  laugh  upon  the  occafion. 
In  iviafuah,  it  is  a  general  cuftom  for  people 
burn  myrrh  and  incenfe  in  their  houfes,  before 
ley  open  the  doors  in  the  morning  j  and  when 
ley  go  out  at  nighty  or  early  in  the  day,  they 
ive  always  a  fmall  piece  of  rag  highly  fumigat- 
with  thefe  two  perfumes,  which  they  fluff  in- 
to each  noflril^  to  keep  them  from  the  unwhole* 
fome  air. 

Their  houfes  are,  in  general,  built  of  poles  and 
)ent  grafs,  as  in  the  to^^tis  of  Arabia :  but,  beiides 
thefe,  there  are  about  twenty  of  ftone,  fix  or 
sight  of  which  are  two  flories  each  j  though  the 
fecond  feldom  confiUs  of  more  than  one  room, 
[and  that  one  generally  not  a  large  one. 

Situated  as  Mafuah  is,  in  the  very  entrance  of 
lAbyfiinia,  a  very  pienliful  country,  yet  all  the 
neceifariesof  life  are  fcarce  and  dear.  Their  qua- 
lity too  is  very  indifferent.  This  is  owing  to  the 
diilSculty,  expence,  and  danger  of  carrying  the 
fcveral  articles  through  the  defert  flat  country, 
called  Samhar,  which  lies  between  Arkeeko  and 
the  mountains  of  Abyflinia ;  as  well  as  to  the 
extortions  exercifed  by  the  naybe,  who  takes,  un- 
der the  jaame  of  cuftoms,  whatever  part  he  pleaf(?8 
of  the  goods  and  provifions  brought  to  that  iiland ; 
by  which  means  the  profit  of  the  feller  is  fo 
fniall,  as  not  to  be  worth  the  paina  and  riik  of 

bringing  it» ,    ..  , 
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A  confiderable  trade  is,  ncverthelefs,  cilrried  on 
at  Mafuah,  narrow  and  confined  as  the  iiland  iJ 
and  violent  and  unjull  as  is  the  government.  But! 
it  is  all  done  in  a  Hovenly  manner,  and  for  arti- 
cles where  a  fmall  capital  is  invetted.  Property] 
here  is  too  precarious  to  rilk  a  venture  in  valua-j 
ble  commodities,  where  the  hand  of  power  entenj 
into  every  tranfadion. 

On  the  13th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,! 
Mr.  Bruce  waited  upon  the  naybe.     He  received 
him  with  more  civility  than  ufualj  or  rather, 
with  lefs  brutality ;  for  a  grain  of  any  thing  like 
civility  had  never  yet  appeared  in  his  behaviour.,  He  j 
had  juli  received  news,  that  a  fervant  of  his,  fent] 
to  colle6t  money  at  Hamazen,  had  run  off  with 
it.    As  our  traveller  faw  he  was  bufy,  he  took 
his   leave  of  him,  only  aiking  his  commands 
for  Habelh  j  to  which  he  anfwcred,  "  We  have 
time  enough  to  think  of  that;   do  you  come! 
here  to-morrow." 

On  the  14th,  in  the  morning,  he  waited  upon, 
him  according  to  appointment,  having  iirlt  itruck 
his  tent  and  got  all  his  baggage  in  readinefs.  He 
received  him  as  before,  then  told  him,  with  a 
grave  air,  that  he  was  willing  to  further  his  jour- 
ney into  Habelh  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  pro- 
vided he  Ihewed  him  that  confideration  which 
was  due  to  him  from  all  paffengers ;  that  as,  by 
his  tent,  baggage,  and  arms,  he  law  he  was  a  man 
above  the  common  fort,  which  the  grand  feig- 
nior's  finnan,  and  all  his  letters  teltified;  lefs 
than  one  thoulaad  patakas  offered  by  him  would 
be  putting  a  great  affront  upon  him ;  however, 
in  confideration  of  the  governor  of  Tigr6,  to 
whom  he  was  going,  he  would  coufcnt  to  receive 
three  huudied,  upon  his  fwcaring  not  to  divulge 
-jrv.>  .  .  ,     this 
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lis,  for  fear  of  tlie  Ihame  that  would  fafll  upon 
lim  abroad. 
To  this  Mr.  Bruce  anfwered,  in  the  fame  grave 
me,  that  he  thought  him  very  wrong  to  take 
hree  hundred  patakas  with  ihame,  when  receiv- 
ing a  thoufand  would  be  more  honourable  as  well 
Is  rat»re  profitable  j  therefore  he  had  nothing  to 
lo  but  put  that  into  his  account-book  with  the 
rovernor  of  Tigre,  and  fettle  his  honour  and  his 
intereft  together.     As  for  himfelf,  he  was  fent 
for  by  Metical  Aga,  on  account  of  the  king,  ana 
^as  proceeding  accordingly,  and  if  he  oppofed 
lis  going  forward  to  Metical  Aga,  he  fhould  re- 
turn I  but  then,  again,   he  fhould  expert  ten 
[houfand  patakas  from  Metical  Aga,  for  thetrou- 
)le  and  lofs  of  time  he  had  been  at,  which  he  and 
the  rais  would,  no  doubt,  fettle  with  him.    The 
laybe  faid  nothing  in  reply,  but  only  muttered^ 
^loling  his  teeth,  '<  Sheitan  afrit/'   That  deviU 
>r  tormenting  fpirit. 
Thofe  friends  which  Mr.  Bruce  had  made  at 
fafuah,  feeing  the  naybe*s  obftinacy  againil  their 
leparture,  and,  knowing  the  cruelty  of  his  na« 
jture,  advifed  Mr.  Bruce  to  abandon  all  thoughts 
[of  Abydinia ',  for  that,  in  paffing  through  Sam- 
[bar,  among  the  many  barbarous  people  whom  he 
Icommanded,  difHculties  would  multiply  upon 
I  them  daily,  and,  either  by  accident,  or  order  of 
the  nay  be,  they  would  be  iurely  cut  off.     How- 
ever, our  traveller  was  too  well  conyinccd  of  the 
lembarrairment  that  lay  behind  him,  if  left  alone 
[with  the  naybe ;  and  too  determined  upon  his 
(journey,  to  hefitate  upon  going  forward.  He  even 
jfljttered  himfelf,  that  his  ftock  of  ftratagens  to 
I  prevent  their  going,  was  by  this  time  exhauiled; 

and 
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mid  that  the  morrow  would  fee  them  in  the  open 
iields,  free  from  farther  tyranny  and  control.      L 

On  the  15th,  early  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Brucc^ 
,again  ilruck  his  tent,  and  had  his  baggage  pre- 
pared, to  fhew  they  were  determined  to  Itay  no  I 
longer.     At  eight  o'clock  he  went  to  the  naybc, 
and  found  him  almoft  alone,  when  he  received! 
him  in  a  manner,  that,  for  him,  might  have  pair- 
ed for  civil.     He  began  with  a  coniiderabfe  de- 
gree of  eloquence,  or  fluency  of  fpecch,  a  long  I 
enumeration  of  the  difficulties  of  their  journey, 
the  rivers,  precipices,  mountains,  and  woods  tljiey 
were  to  pafsj  the  number  of  wild  beads  evtry! 
where  to  t>  found  j  as  alfo,  the  wild  favage  peo- 
ple that   inhabited  thofe  places;   the  moil  ofi 
which,  he  faid,  were  luckily  under  his  command, 
and  he  would  recommend  to  them  to  do  them  all 
manner  of  good  offices.    He  commanded  two  of 
liis  fecretaries  to  write  the  proper  letters,  and| 
then  ordered  them  coffee. 

In  the  mean  time  came  in  a  fervant>  covertd  j 
with  duft,  and  feemingly  fiitigued,  as  having 
arrived  in  hafte  from  afar.  The  naybe,  with  a 
confiderable  degree  of  uneafinefs  and  confulion, 
opened  the  letters,  which  were  faid  to  bring  in- 
tcHigence,  that  the  Hazorta,  Shio,  and  Tora,  the 
three  nations  who  poffelfed  that  part  of  Samhar 
through  which  the  road  led  to  Dobarwa,  the 
common  palTagc  from  Mafuah  to  Tigr6,  had  re- 
volted, driven  away  his  fervants,  and  devilared 
theml'elves  independent.  He  then,  as  if  ali  was 
over,  ordered  his  fecretaries  to  flop  writing  j  arid, 
lifting  up  his  eyes,  began  with  great  feeming 
devoiion,  to  thank  God  they  were  not  already  on 
their  journey  |  for,  innocent  as  he  was,  when  our 

travellers 


BRUCR8  TRAVELS. 


83 


iravellcrs  fliould  have  been  cut  off,  the  fault  would 
lave  been  imputed  to  him.  Angry  as  Mr. Bruce 
/as  at  fo  bare-faced  a  farce,  he  coujd  not  help 
jurfting  out  itoto  a  violent  tit  of  loud  la  ughter,  wl)en 
)hc  naybe  put  on  the  fevereft  countenance,  and  de- 
lired  to  know  the  reafon  of  his  laughing  at  fuch 

time.  "  It  is  now  two  months,"  anfwered  Mr. 
Jruce,  "  fince  you  have  been  throwing  various 
)bje6kions  in  my  way }  can  you  wonder  that  1 
lo  not  give  into  (o  grofs  an  impofition  ?  Thit 
fame  morning,  before  I  ftruck  my  tent,  in  pre- 
fcnceof  your  nephew  Achmet,  I  fpoke  with  two 
ihiho  juft  arrived  from  Samhar,  who  brought 
fetters  t(  Achmet,  which  faid  all  was  in  peace. 

lave  you  earlier  intelligence  than  that  of  this 

lorning?"  u.. 

He  was  for  fome   time  without  fpeaking  j 
then  faid,  "  If  you  are  weary  of  living,  you  arc 

welcome  to  gO)  but  1  will  do  my  duty  in  warn- 
ing thofe  that  are  along  with  you  of  their  and 
^our  danger,  that,  when  the  mifchief  happens,  it 

lay  not  be  imputed  to  me."     "  No  number  of 

naked  Shiho,"  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  "  unlefs  inftru6ted 

[by  you,  can  ever  be  found  on  our  road,  that  will 

r'enture  to  attack  us.     The  Shiho  have  no  fire- 

irmsj  but  if  you  have  fent  on  purpofe  fome  of 

^our  foldiers  that  have  firearms,  thefe  will  difco- 

iGT  by  what  authority  they  come.     For  our  p  rt, 

ve  tannot  flyj  we  neither  know  the  country, 

|t.he  language,  nor  the  watering-places,  and  we 

|(hall  not  attempt  it.  We  have  plenty  of  dirterent 

forts  of  firearms,  and  ^l^our  fervants  have  often 

feen  at  Mafuah  we  are  not  ignorant  in  the  tife  of 

them.    We,  it  is  true,  may  lofe  our  lives,  that  is 

in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  j  but  we  ihall  not 

failto  leave  enough  on  the  fpot,  to  give  fnffjcient 
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indication  to  the  king  and  Kas  Michael,  Who  it| 
was  that  were  our  alTaifins." 

Mr.  Bruce  then  rofe  very  abruptly  to  go  away. I 
It  is  impoflible  to  give  iny  one,  not  coaverfant 
with  thefe  people,  any  conception  what  perf«d 
mafters  the  mod  clowniih  and  beallly  amongi 
them  are  of  diQimulation.  The  countenance  ofl 
the  naytie  now  changed  in  a  moment.  In  hitl 
turn  he  burft  out  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughterj 
which  furprifed  our  traveller  full  as  much  as  h 
fome  time  before,  had  done  him.  Every  featurel 
of  his  treacherous  countenance  was  altered  and! 
foftened  into  complacency ;  and  he,  for  the  i^xM 
time,  bore  the  appearance  of  a  man.  He  thcaj 
confefled  that  the  whole  was  only  a  pretence  toj 
keep  them  there.  '*  But  lince  you  are  refolvedl 
to  go,  be  not  afraid  j  the  roads  are  fafe  enough.! 
I  will  give  you  aperfon  to  conduct  you,  that  will! 
carry  you  in  fafety,  feven  if  there  was  danger jl 
only  go  and  prepare  foch  remedies  as  may  be  pro*! 
per  for  the  emir,  and  leave  them  with  my  nephewj 
Achmet,  while  I  finilh  my  letters."  This  our  tra- 
veller *.villingly  confented  to  do,  and  pn  his  re«j 
turn  he  found  every  thing  ready. 

Our  travellers  left  Arkeeko  on  the  15th,  takingl 
their  road  fouthward,  along  the  plain,,  which  is 
*not  here  above  a  mile  broad,  and  covered  with 
lliort  grafs.     After  an  hour's  journey  Mr.  Bruce] 
pitched  his  tent  at  Laberhey,  near  a  pit  of  rain- 
water.   The  mountains  of  Abyllinia  have  a  (in* 
gular  afped  from  this,  as  they  appear  in  three! 
ridges.    The  firft  is  of  no  coniiderable  height,] 
but  full  of  gullies  and  broken  ground,  thinly  co- 
vered with  Ihrubsj  thefecond  higher  and  lleeperJ 
ilill  more  rugged  and  bare ;  the  thirds  is  a  row  ofl 
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lharp>  uneven-edged  mountains^  which  would  be 
counted  high  in  any  country  in  Europe.  Far 
above  the  top  of  all,  toweri  that  ftupendous  mafs^ 
the  moantain  of  Tarantai  probably  one  of  the 
higheil  in  the  worlds  the  point  of  which  is  buried 
in  the  clouds,  and  very  rarely  feen  but  in  the 
cleareit  weather;  at  other  times  abandoned  to 
perpetual  mifts  and  darknefs,  the  feat  of  light* 
ning,  t^  under,  and  of  itorm. 

In  tli .  evenings  a  meHenger  from  the  naybe 
found  them  at  their  tent  atLaberhey^  and  carried 
away  their  guide  Saloom6.  It  was  not  till  the 
next  day  that  he  appeared  again,  and  with  him 
Achmet,  the  naybe's  nephew,  who  went  into  the 
tent,  called  for  cuifee,  and,  while  drinking  it,  faid* 
«  You  are  fufBcientl^  uerfuaded  that  I  am  your 
friend;  if  you  are  not,  it  is  too  late  now  to  con- 
vince you.  It  is  necclfary,  however,  to  explain 
the  reafons  of  what  you  fee.  You  are  not  to  go  to 
Dobarwa,  though  it  is  the  bed  road,  the  fafelt  be- 
ing preferable  to  the  eniieft.  Y'ou  will  be  apt  to 
curfe  me  when  you  are  toiling  and  fweating  af- 
cendiog  Taranta,  the  higheft  mountain  in  Abyf- 
iinia^  and  on  this  account  worthy  your  notice. 
You  are  then  to  confider,  if  the  fatigue  of  body 
you  then  fuffer  in  that  paflage  is  not  overpaid  by 
the  abfolute  fafety  you  will  find  yourfelves  in. 
Dobarwa  belongs  to  the  nnybe,  and  I  cannot  an- 
fwer  for  the  orders  he  may  have  given.  I  have 
written  to  my  otticers  there ;  they  will  behave  the 
better  to  you  for  this :  and,  as  you  are  firong  and 
robuft,  the  beft  I  can  do  for  you  is,  to  fend  you  by 
a  rugged  road,  and  a  fafe  one." 

Achmet  again  gave  his  orders  to  Saloom6,  ;ind 
they  all  rifing,  faid  the  fcdtah,  or  prayer  of  peace  j 
which  being  over,  Achmet's  feryant  gave  him  a 
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narrow  webof  muAin,  which,  with  hUown  hnnd% 
he  wrapped  round  Mr.  Bruce's  head,  in  the  man- 
ner the  better  fort  of  Mahometans  wear  it  at  Dix. 
an.  He  then  parted,  laying,  **  He  that  is  your 
enemy  is  mine  alfo;  you  Ihall  hear  of  me  by 
Mahomet  Gibberti." 

'  Thus  ended  a  feries  of  trouble  and  vexation, 
not  to  fay  danger,  fuperior  to  any  thing  Mr. 
Bruce  ever  before  had  experienced,  and  of 
which  the  bare  recital  will  give  but  an  imper- 
fect idea. 

On  the  l6th,  in  tlie  evening,  they  left  Labej- 
hcyj  and  after  continuing  about  ;-n  hour  along 
the  grafly  plain,  the  ground  becoming  dry, 
firm,  and  gravelly,  they  then  entered  into  a  wood 
of  acacia-trees  of  confiderable  fize, 
-  On  the  18th,  in  the  morning,  they  left  their 
dation  on  the  lide  of  a  green  hill  at  Hamham- 
mon:  for  fomc  time  their  road  lay  through  a 
plain,  fo  thick  fet  with  acacia-trees,  that  their 
hands  and  faces  were  all  torn  and  bloody  with 
the  llrokes  of  their  thorny  branches.  Soon  after, 
they  came  to  the  mouth  of  a  narrow  valley, 
through  which  a  ftream  of  water  ran  very  fwiftly 
over  a  bed  of  pebbles.  It  was  the  firft  clear  wa- 
ter they  had  fecn  lince  they  left  Syria,  and  gave 
them  unfpeakable  pleafure.  The  Ihade  of  the 
tamarind-tree,  and  the  coolnefs  of  the  air,  in- 
vited them  to  red  on  this  delightful  fpot,  though 
otherwife,  perhaps,  it  was  not  exa6tly  conformable 
to  the  rules  of  prudence  j  as  they  faw  feveral  huts 
and  lamilies  of  the  Hazorta  along  the  tide  of  the 
ftream,  with  their  flocks  feeding  on  the  branches 
of  trees  and  buihes,  entirely  negle^ful  of  the 
grafs  tjicy  were  treading  under  foot. 
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On  the  lf)tb,  thry  continued  their  journey,  the 
road  ftill  winding  between  mountains  in  (he  bed, 
or  torrent  of  a  river,  bordered  on  each  fide  with 
rack  and  fycamore  trees,  of  a  good  fize.  At  half 
paft  eight  o'clock,  they  encamped  at  a  place  called 
Tubbo,  where  the  mountains  are  very  deep,  and 
broken  very  abruptly  into  cliffs  and  precipices. 
Tubbo  was  by  much  the  moft  agreeable  Itation 
ihey  had  feen  j  the  trees  were  thick,  full  of 
leaves,  and  gave  them  abundance  of  very  dark 
fhadc.  Every  tree  was  full  of  birds,  variegated 
with  an  infinity  of  colours,  but  deliitute  of  a  fongj 
others,  of  a  more  homely  and  more  European  ap- 
pearance, diverted  them  with  a  variety  of  wild 
notes,  in  a  (^yleof  mulic  IHII  diHindt  and  peculiar 
to  Africa.  It  was  obfervable,  that  the  greateft 
part  of  ihe  beautiful  painted  birds  were  of  the 
jay,  or  magpie  kind  j  nature  feemed,  by  the  fine- 
nefs  of  their  drefs,  to  have  marked  them  for  child- 
ren of  noife  and  impertinence,  but  never  to  have 
intended  them  for  pleafure  or  meditation. 

On  the  20th,  they  began  to  afcend  the  hills, 
or  eminences,  which  ferve  as  the  roots  or  Ikirtsof 
the  great  mountain  Taranta.  The  road  was  on 
each  fide  bordered  with  nabca,  or  junep-trees,  oif 
great  beauty,  and  fycamores.  lliey  found  every 
where  immenfe  flocks  of  antelopes  j  as  alfo  par- 
tridges, of  a  fmall  kind,  that  willingly  took  re- 
fuge upon  the  trees  :  neither  of  the^  feemed  to 
confider  our  travellers  as  enemies.  7  he  antelopes 
let  them  pafs  through  their  flocks,  only  removing 
to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  or  ftanding  ftill  and 
gazing  upon  them  till  they  palfed.  But,  as  they 
were  then  on  the  confines  of  Tigre,  or  rather  on  the 
territory  of  the  Baharnagaih,  and  as  the  Hazortii 
were  in  motion  every  where  reiiioving  towards  the 

1 3  •  coaft, 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


li 

11.25 


III 


125 
2.2 


li£12.3 

■50    ^^" 

m 

u  U4 


Hiotographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


33  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  e72-4S03 


v 


iV 


ri>^ 


<^ 


rv 


6^ 


^ 


■^' 


«    « 

? 

^J^ 

^ 

5 

^ 

■,■'■■■■      ■                                                                      ^        '■'       .■■■'          -'      ':       / 

^^H 

1^ 


<^ 


li'ill'lll 


8$  }|1IVCK*S  TKAVIbl^ 

coa((>  faf  from  the  doinmIon»Qf  t^e  Abyfliniatm, 
to  which  the]r  ^^^e  going ;  a  friend  of  their  owi^ 
iribe,  who  had  joined  our  travellers  for  fafety, 
knowing  how  little  truft  was  to  he  put  in  mi 
countrymen^  advifed  them  by  no  meapa  to  fire>  oc 
give  any  unneceflary  indication  of  the  fpot  where 
they  were»  tilt  they  gained  the  mountain  of  Ta- 
ranta,  at  the  foot  of  which  they  halted. 

In  the  afternoon,  they  began  to  afcend  the 
mountain,  through  a  moft  rocky  and  painful  road» 
not  only  from  its  incredible  (leepnefs,  but  from 
the  large  holes  and  gullies  made  by  the  torrents, 
and  the  huge  fragments  of  rocks,  which,  loofened 
by  the  water,  had  been  tumbled  down  into  thipir 
way.  It. was  with  great  difliculty  they  could 
creep  up,  ^ch  man  carrying  his^  knapfack  and 
arms;,  but  it  feemed  beyond  the  po&bility  o| 
human  ftrength  to  carry  their  baggage  and  in* 
firuments. ,  The  quadrant  had  hitherto  been  car* 
ried  by  eight  men,  four  to  relieve  each  other ; 
but  thefe  were  ready  to  give  up  the  undertaking 
upon  trial  of  the  firft  few  hundered  yards.  At 
laft,  as  Mr.  Bruce  was  incomparably  the  ilrongeft 
of  the  company,  as  well  as  the  moft  interefled, 
he  and  a  Granger  Moor,  who  had  followed  them# 
carried  the  head  of  it  for  about  four  hundred 
yards  over  the  moft  difficult  and  fteepeft  part  of 
the  mountain,  which  before  had  been  conlidered 
9s  impradtcaiale  by  all. 

Yaftne  was  the  name  of  that  Moor,  a  perfon 
whom  our  traveller  had  dilbovered  to  be  of  a  moil 
fagacious  turn  of  mind,  firm  heart,  and  ftrenuous 
nerves:  never  more  diftinguifhed  for  thefe  qua- 
lities than  in  the  hour  of  imminent  danger;  at 
.oth«r  times  remarkable  for  quietnefs  and  Slence, 
and  a  conftant  ftudy  of  his  Koran. 

They 
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They  found  it  impolfible  to  pitch  their  tents, 
from  the  extreme  wearinefs  in  the  exertions  they 
had  made.  But  there  were,  however,  variety  of 
caves  near  them,  which  had  ferved  for  houi'es  to 
the  old  inhabitants;  and  in  thefe  they  found  a 
quiet  and  not  inconvenient  place  of  repofe,  the 
night  of  the  20th  of  November. 

On  the  21ft,  at  half  pait  fix  in  the  morning,  ' 
Mr.  Bruce,  having  encouraged  his  company  with 
good  words,  increafe  of  wages,  and  hopes  of  re- 
ward, they  began  to  encounter  the  other  half  of 
the  mountain.  His  baggage  moved  much  more 
briikiy  than  the  preceding  day.  The  upper  part 
of  the  mountain  was,  indeed,  deeper,  more  crag* 
gy,  rugged,  and  ftippery,  than  the  lower,  and  im- 
peded more  with  trees,  but  not  embarraifed  fo 
much  with  large  ilones  and  hol^s.  Their  knees 
and  hands,  however,  were  cut  to  pieces  by  fre- 
quent falls,  and  their  faces  torn  by  the  multitude 
of  thorny  buihes.  At  laft,  they  gained  the  top 
of  the  mountain,  upon  which  is  iituated  a  fmall 
village,  called  Halai,  the  iiril  they  had  feen  iince 
their  leaving  Mafuah.  It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by 
poor  fervants  and  ihepherds,  keeping  the  flocks 
of  men  of  fubftance  living  in  the  town  of  Dixan. 

The  plain  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  Teranta 
^a»,  in  many  places,  fown  with  wheat,  which 
was  then  ready  to  be  cut  down,  though  the  har- 
vett  was  not  yet  begun.  The  grain  was  clean, 
and  of  a  good  colour,  but  inferior  in  lize  to  that 
«f  Egypt.  It  did  not,  however,  grow  thick,  nor 
was  the  ftalk  above  fourteen  inches  high.  Being 
very  tired,  they  pitched  their  tent  on  the  top  of 
the  mountain.  The  night  was  remarkably  cold, 
at  leatt  appeared  fo  to  them,  whofe  pores  were 
tpened  by  the  cxcelTive  heat  of  Mafuah.    The 
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dew  be^an  to  fall  ilronglyj  and  Co  continued  till 
an  hour  after  fun-fet ;  though  the  Iky  was  per* 
fe£tly  clear>  and  the  fmalleft  Sar^  difcernible. 
,  Mr.  Bruce  killed  a  large  eagle  here,  about  fix 
feet  ten  inches  from  winsr  to  wing.  The  ball 
having  wounded  it  but  Sightly,  when  on  th9 
ground,  it  could  not  be  prevented  from  attacking 
the  men  or  beafls  near  it  with  great  force  and 
^fiercenfs,  fo  that  Mr.  Bruce  was  Obliged  to  flab 
it  with  a  bayonet.  It  was  of  a  dirty  white  j  only 
the  head  and  upper  part  of  its  wings  were  of  a 
light  brown. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  they  left  their  ih« 
tion  on  the  top  of  Taranta,  and  foon  after  be^an 
to  defcend  on  the  iide  of  Tigr6,  through  a  broken 
and  uneven  road.  After  this  they  began  to 
mount  a  fmall  hill,  from  which  they  had  a  dif* 
tinft  view  of  Dixan.  They  pitched  their  tent 
near  fome  mar(hy  ground  for  the  fake  of  water, 
and  faw  here  the  people  bufy  at  their  wheat  har* 
veft;  others,  who  had  finiflied  theirs,  were  tread- 
ing it  out  with  cows  or  bullocks. 

At  half  an  hour  after  four  in  the  afternoon, 
they  came  to  Dixan.  As  Halai  was  the  firft  vil« 
)age,  fo  is  this  the  firft  town  in  Abyfllnia,  on  the 
^de  of  Taranta.  Dixan  is  built  on  the  top  qf  a 
|)ill,  perfedly  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf;  a  deep 
valley  furrounds  it  every  where  like  a  trench, 
^nd  a  road  winds  fpirally  up  the  hill  till  it  ends 
among  the  houfes. 

Our  traveller's  baggage  had  pafled  the  trench, 
and  had  reached  the  low  town  through  which 
Saloome  had  condu6ted  Mr.  Bruce,  under  pre- 
tence of  getting  a  fpeedy  flielter  from  the  heat : 
but  he  overa6ted  his  part;  and  Janni,  his  fervant, 
who  fpoke  Greeki  giving  Mr,  Bruce  a  hint  to  go 
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BO  fiirthcr,  he  turno4  Aiort  towards  ihc  houfe, 
9nd  fat  down  with  his  ^relock  upon  a  (tone  at 
the  door.  Their  baggage  qi  ickly  followed,  and 
all  was  put  fafe  in  a  kind  of  courts  ipclofed  with 
;i  fulificient  ftone  wall. 

It  was  not  long  till  Hagi  Abdelcader,  Achmet's 
friend,  came  to  them,  inviting  Mr.  Bruce  civilly 
to  his  houfe,  and  declaring  to  him  the  friendly 
orders  he  had  received  from  Achmet  concerning 
bim;  bringing  along  with  him  alfo  a  goat,  fome 
butter,  and  honey.  Mr.  Bruce  excufed  himfelf 
from  leaving  Janni's  friend,  the  ChriAian,  where 
he  had  firft  alighted ;  but  he  recommended  Ya- 
fine  to  him,  for  he  had  begun  to  ihew  great  at- 
tachment to  Mr.  Bruce.  In  about  a  quailerof 
an  hour  cnme  Saloome,  with  about  twenty  men, 
and  demanded  our  travellers  in  the  name  of  the 
naybe,  as  his  (Grangers :  he  faid  they  owed  him 
money  for  conducting  them,  and  likewife  for  the 
cuilom-houfe  dues.  In  a  moment  near  a  hun^ 
dred  men  were  aflembled  round  Hagi  Abdelca- 
der,  all  with  ihields  and  lances,  and  Mr.  Bruce 
expeded  to  fee  a  fray  of  the  mod  ferious  kind. 
The  matter,  however,  was  fettled  with  Saloome 
in  an  amiacable  manner. 

The  town  of  Pixau  coniids  of  Moors  and 
Chriftians,  and  is  \ery  well  peopled ;  yet  the  only 
trade  of  either  of  thele  fe^s  is  a  very  extraordi<* 
pary  one,  that  of  felling  of  children.  Nothing 
can  elucidate  the  footing  upon  which  this  trade 
itands  better  than  a  traui'a^ion,  which  happened 
while  Mr.  Bruce  was  in  Ethiopia,  and  which 
reached  Gondar,  by  way  of  complaint,  from  Ma- 
fuah,  and  was  told  him  by  Michael  himfelf. 

Two  prieds  of  Tigre,  whofe  names  Mr.  Brucf 
has  forgotten,  had  been  long  intimate  friends. 

They 
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They  dwelt  near  the  rock  Damo.  The  youngcll  1 
was  married  and  had  two  children,  both  fonsj 
the  other  was  old  and  had  none.  The  old  one 
reproved  his  friend  one  day  for  keeping  his  child- 
ren at  home  idle,  and  not  putting  them  to  fomc 
profeffion  by  which  they  might  gain  their  bread. 
The  married  prieft  pleaded  his  poverty  and  his 
want  of  relations  that  could  aflift  him  j  on  which 
the  old  prieft  offered  to  place  his  eldeft  fon  with 
a  rich  friend  of  his  own,  who  had  no  children, 
and  where  he  ihould  want  for  nothing.  The  pro- 
pofal  was  accepted,  and  the  young  lad,  about  tea 
years  of  age,  was  delivered  by  his  father  to  the 
old  prieft,  to  carry  him  to  this  friend,  who  fent 
the  boy  to  Dixan,  and  fold  him  there.  Upon 
the  old  prieft's  return,  after  giving  the  father  a 
fj)lendid  account  of  his  fon's  reception,  treatment, 
and  profpe6ts,  he  gave  him  a  piece  of  cottoa 
cloth,  as  a  prefent  from  his  fon's  patron.  The 
younger  child,  about  eight  years  old,  hearing  the 
good  fortune  of  his  elder  brother,  became  fo  im- 
portunate to  be  allowed  to  go  and  vifit  him,  that 
the  parents  were  obliged  to  humour  him,  and 
confent.  But  the  old  prieft  had  a  fcruple,  faying, 
be  would  not  take  the  charge  of  fo  young  a  boy, 
unlefs  his  mother  went  with  him.  This  being 
fettled,  the  old  prieft  conveyed  them  to  the  mar- 
ket at  Dixan,  where  he  fold  both  the  mother  and 
the  remaining  child.  Returning  to  the  father, 
the  old  prieft  told  him,  that  his  wife  would  ftay 
only  fo  long,  and  expected  he  would  then  fetch 
her  upon  a  certain  day,  which  was  nnmed.  The 
day  being  come,  the  two  priefts  went  together  to 
fee  this  happy  family ;  and,  upon  their  entering 
Dixan,  it  was  found,  that  the  old  prieft  had  fold 
the  youn^  one,  but  not  to  the  fame  Moor  to  whom 
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I  he  ba4  ibid- his  family.  Soon  after,  t-hefe  two 
Moors,  who  had  bought  the  Chridians,  becoming 
partners  in  the  venture,  the  old  prieft  was  to  re- 
ceive forty  cotton  cloths,  that  is,  ten  pounds  fier^ 
ling,  for  the  huiband,  wife,  and  cliildrkn.  * 

The  payment  of  the  money,  perhaps  the  re^ 
fentment  of  the  family  trepanned,  and  the  ap** 
pearance  of  equity  which  the. thing  itfelf  bbrcj 
fuggrfted  to  the  Vioorifh  merchants  that  there 
was  fome  more  profit,  and  nojt  more  rilV,  if  they 
carried  off  the  old  prieil  iikewife.  But  as  hehaq 
come  to  Dixan,  as  it  were,  under  public  faith,  io 
I  trade  that  greatly  interefted  the  town,  they 
were  afraid  to  attempt  any  thing  againfi  hin^ 
whilft  there.  They  began  then,  as  it  were,  to  re- 
pent of  iheir  bargain,  from  a  pretended  appre- 
henfion  that  they  might  be  fiopped  and  queftioned 
at  going  out  of  town,  unlefs  he  would  accompany 
them  to  fome  fmall  dittance;  in  confideration  of 
which,  they  would  give  him,  at  parting,  two 
pieces  of  cloth  to  be  added  to  the  other  forty, 
which  he  was  to  take  back  to  Tigre  with  him 
upon  his  return.  The  beginning  of  fuch  expe- 
ditions  is  in  the  night.  When  all  were  afleep, 
they  fet  out  from  Dixan,  the  buyers,  the  feller, 
^nd  the  family  fold  j  and,  being  arrived  near  thf 
mountain  where  the  way  turns  off  to  the  dcfert, 
the  whole  party  fell  upon  the  old  prieft,  threw 
h\m  down  and  bound  him.  The  woman  infixed 
that  fhe  might  be  allowed  to  cut,  or  tear  off  the 
little  beard  he  had,  in  order,  as  ilie  faid,  to  make 
him  look  younger;  and  this  demand  was  reckon-' 
ed  too  juft  to  be  denied  her.  The  whole  five 
were  then  carried  to  Mafuah  j  the  wotnan  aifd 
her  two  children  were  fold  to  Arabia;  the  two 
prieHs  had  not  fo  ready  a  market,  und  they  were 
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both  in  the  naybe's  houfe  when  Mr.  Bruce  was  it 
Mafuah,  though  he  did  not  then  know  it. 

The  naybe,  willing  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with 
Has  Michael  at  a  fmall  expence,  wrote  to  him  ao 
account  of  the  tranfadion,  and  offered,  as  thejr 
were  prieftsy  to  reftore  them  to  him.  But  the  rai 
returned  for  anfwer,  that  the  naybe  iliould  keep 
them  to  be  his  chaplains ;  as  he  hoped,  fome  day« 
he  would  be  converted  to  the  Chriflian  faith  him- 
felf; if  not,  he  might  fend  them  to  Arabia  with 
the  reft  J  they  wonld  ferve  to  be  carriers  of  wood 
find  drawers  of  water;  and  that  there  ftill  re- 
mained at  Damo  enough  of  their  kind  to  carry  on 
the  trade  with  Dixan  and  Mafuah. 

Our  travellers  left  Dixan,  which  is  (ituated  in 
latitude  14  deg.  57  min.  55  fee.  north,  and  longi- 
tude 40  deg.  7  min.  30  fee.  eaft  of  the  meridian 
of  Greenwich,  on  the  25th  of  November,  defcend- 
ing  the  very  deep  hill  on  which  the  town  ftands. 
Hagi  Abdelcader  had  attended  them  thus  far  be- 
fore he  left  them,  and  the  noted  Saloome  came 
likewife,  to  fee  if  fome  occaiion  would  otfer  of 
doing  them  farther  mifchief  j  but  the  king's  fer- 
vants,  now  upon  their  own  ground,  began  to  af- 
fume  a  proper  confequence.  One  of  them  went 
to  meet  Saloom^  at  the  bank  of  the  river ;  and» 
making  a  mark  on  the  ground  with  his  knife, 
declared  that  his  patience  was  quite  exhaufted  by 
what  he  had  been  witnefs  to  at  Mafuah  and 
Dixan;  and  if  now  Saloom6,  or  any  other  man 
belonging  to  the  naybe,  offered  to  pafs  that  mark^ 
he  would  bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  carry  him 
to  a  place,  where  he  ihould  be  left  tied  to  i  tree, 
a  prey  to  the  lion  and  hyaena.  They  all  returned, 
and  there  our  traveller's  perfecution  from  tht 
oaybe  ended'. 
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They  remained  under  a  tree,  feven  feet  and  • 
half  in  diameter,  during  the  night  of  the  25tb. 
Mr.  Bruce  fays,  it  will  be  to  him  a  ftation  ever 
memorable,  as  the  iirft  where  he  recovered  a  por- 
tion of  that  tranquillity  of  mind,  to  whicn  he 
had  been  a  Itranger  ever  iince  his  arrival  at  Ma« 
iuah. 

On  the  26th,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  they  left 
their  mod  pleafant  quarters  underthe  tree,and  fet 
forward  witli  great  alacrity.  About  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  river,  they  croifed  the  end  of  the 
plain  Zarai.  Though  thi^  is  but  three  miles  long, 
and  one  where  broadeft,  it  was  the  largeft  plain 
they  had  feen  fince  their  paflling  Taranta,  whofe 
top  was  now  covered  wholly  with  large,  black, 
and  very  heavy  clouds,  from  which  they  heard 
frequent  peals  of  thunder,  and  faw  violent  dreamt 
of  lightning.  This  plain  was  fown  partly  with 
wheat,  partly  with  Indian  corn  5  the  firft  was  cut 
down,  the  other  not  yet  ripe. 

On  the  27th,  they  continued  their  journey 
down  a  very  fieep  and  narrow  path  between  two 
iioney  hills ;  then  afcended  one  dill  higher,  upon 
the  top  of  which  (lands  the  large  village  of  Go- 
umbubba,  whence  they  had  a  profpe^t  over  a  con* 
iiderable  plain,  all  fown  with  the  different  grain 
this  country  produces. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  they  had  a 
violent  ihower  of  hailftones/  Nothing  is  more 
common  than  exaggeration  about  the  fize  of 
hail;  but,  (looping  to  take  up  one,  Mr. Bruce  re-' 
ceived  a  blow  from  another  juft  under  his  eye» 
which  he  imagined  had  blinded  him,  and  which 
occafioned  a  fwelling  ail  the  next  day.  ( 

Yafii^e,  during  the  four  days  Mr.  Bruce  (laid  at 
la  place  called  Kello^  told  him  his  whole  hiftory. 

It 
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it  fiter^t  he  had  bodn  fettled  in  a  prorince  of 
Abylfinia^  near  to  Sennaar,  called  Ras  el  Feelji 
had  married  Abdel  Jilleel,  the  (hekh*^  daughter; 
but,  growing  more  popular  than  his  father*in^law,  j 
he  had  been  perfecuted  by  him^  and  obliged  to 
leave  the  country^  He  began  now  to  form  hbpeii 
that,  if  Mr.  Bruce  was  well  received,  as  he  iaw, 
in  all  appearance,  he  was  to  be,  he  mighty  by  hit 
interred,  be  appointed  to  his  father-in-law's  place) 
ifpecilally  in  cafe  of  a  v^at.  Abd  el  Jilleel  was  a 
coward,  and  incapable  of  making  himfelf  of  pe^ 
fonal  value  to  any  party :  on  the  contrary,  Yafipe 
was  a  tried  maA,  an  excellent  horfeman^  Utroof^, 
ndive,  and  of  known  courage. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  they  began  firft  to  fee 
the  high  mountains  of  Adowa,  nothing  refem- 
bling  iu  ihape  to  tliofe  of  Europe,  nor,  indeed, 
any  other  co«i!intry.  Their  fides  were  all  perpen* 
dfCidar  rocks,  high  like  fteeples  or  obeliiks^  and 
broken  into  a  thonfand  different  forms. 
V  They  next  pafled  the  Mareb,  which  is  the 
boundary  btetween  Tigr6  and  the  Baharnagafh,  on 
thislide.  It  runs  over  a  bed  of  foil;  is  large, 
deep,  and  fmooth;  but  upon  rain  falling,  it  is 
more' dangerous  to  pafs  than  any  river  in  Abyffi* 
tiia,  on  account  of  the  frequent  holes  in  its  bot- 
tom. They  then  entered  the  narrow  plain  ot 
Yeeha,  wherein  rUns  the  fmall  river,  which  either 
give^  its  name  to,  or  take  its  from  it,     ' 

The  furrounding  fpace  bore  the  marks  of  the 
juftice  of  the  governor  of  Tigr6.  The  inhabitants  | 
had'  been  long  the  moft  incorrigible  banditti  in 
the  province.  He  furrounded  them  in  one  night, 
burnt  their  houfes,  extirpated  the  poiTefTors,  and 
Would  never  fufitr  any  one  fincc  to  fettle  there. 
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On  Wcdhefdajr,  the  6th  of  Decemhcr,  i!i«jr 
igain  procefcdcd  on  their  joorney,  and  ih  about 
three  hoilrs  travelling  on  a  very  pleafant  road^ 
)vcr  eafy  hills,  and  through  hedge-rows  of  jefla' 
nine,  lioncy-fuckles,  and  many  kinds  of  flower- 
ing (hrnbs,  they  arrived  at  Adowa. 

Adowa  is  iituated  on  tliedeclivitybf  a  hil1,oiv 
Ithe  weft  fide  of  a  fmall  pkin,  jfur^ounded  every* 
^hcre  by  motiti tains.  This  plain  is  watered  bV 
[three  riviilets  which  are  never  dry  ih  the  midft  ^ 
[fummer.  The  town  confifts  of  about  three  huii-*- 
dred  hottfcs,  and  occupies  a  much  larger  fpacif 
{than  would  l^e  thought  neceffary  for  thefe  to 
Iftand  on,  by  reafon  that  each  honfe  has  an  inclo- 
Ifurc  rotund  it  of  hfedges  and  trees  j  the  laft  chiefly 
Ithe  wanze)\  The  nun>ber  of  thefe  trees  fo  piant-^ 
led  in  alf  the  towrts,  fcrieen  them  To,  that  at  a  dif- 
Itance,  they  appear  fo  many  woods.  The  manfion- 
houfe  of  t!lie  g6<rl*hor  of  Tigii6,  which  ftands  hete, 
is  not  d?Itt'h|ui(hed  from  ataybf  the  bth'ers  in  the? 
town,  unlefs  by  itsfize  j  it  is  Iituated  upon  ^he  ti>p 
of  the  hiii,  and  refembles  a  prifon  rather  than  a 
Ipalacc  J  for  there  are  in  and  abotit  it  above  thred 
hundrfcd  perfons  in  irons,  fome  of  whom  havts 
been  there  for  twenty  yeftrs^  moftly  with  a  view 
to  extort  mdnfey  From  them ;  and,  what  is  tlia 
moft  unhaptty,  6ven  when  they  have  paid  the  funk 
of  money  wnich  he  alks,;  they  do  not  always  ob^ 
tain  thdr  ddiverance  from  his  rrtercilefs  hands  i 
but  are  kept  in  cages  like  w'ild  bdath,  and  treats 
|ed  every  way  in  the  fame  manner. 

What  delervedly  intereftfed  oiir  travelliers  moft 

I  was,  the  appearance  of  their  kind  and  hofpitabte 

landlord,  Janni.  He  had  fent  fcrvants  to  condutt 

them  frdm  the  paflage  of  the  river,  and  met  them 

[at  the  outer-door  of  his  houfe.     Mr.  Bruce  fays, 
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be  does  not  remember  to  have  feen  a  more  r*| 
ipe£table  figure.    He  had  his  own  ihort  white 
hair,  covered  with  a  thin  muilin  turban,  a  thick, 
well-ihaped  beard*  as  white  as  fnow,  down  to  hiil 
vraift.    He  was  clothed  in  the  Abyifinian  dreii,| 
all  of  white  cotton*  only  he  had  a  red  iilk  ra(h,| 
embroidered  with  gold»  about  his  waift,  and  fan* 
dais  on  his  feet )  his  upper  garment  reached  dowal 
to  his  ankles.    He  had  a  number  of  fervants  aod 
ilaves  about  him  of  both  fexes;  and,  when  Mr,| 
Bruce  approached  him,  he  fecmed  difpofed  to  re< 
ceive  him  with  marks  of  humility  and  inferiority.  I 
Mr.  Bruce,  however,  embraced  him  with  grreat 
acknowledgments    of    kindneis  and  gratitpdej 
calling  him  Father;  a  title  he  always  ufed  in 
fpeaking  either  to  him  or  of  him  afterwards,  when 
he  was  in  higher  fortune,  which  heconllantly  re-j 
membered  with  great  pleafure. 
,  He  oonduded  them  through  a  court-yard  plant- 
ed  with  jeflamine,'to  a  very  neat,  and  at  the  fane  I 
time,  large  room,  furniflied  with  a  filk  fofa; 
the  floor  was  covered  with  Perfian  carpets  and 
cuihions.    All  round,  flowers  and  green  leaves | 
were  ilrewed  upon  the  outer  yard  $  and  the  win* 
dows  and  fides  of  the  room  fluck  full  of  ever*  I 
greens,  in  commemoration  of  the  Chrillmas  fefti* 
f  yal  that  was  at  hand.    Mr.  Bruce  flopped  at  thel 
entrance  of  this  room;  for  his  feet  were  both 
dirt^  and  bloody.    Both  their  clothes  and  fleih 
were  torn  to  pieces  at  Taranta,  and  feveral  other 
places;  but  Janni  thought  they  had  come  on 
mules  furniflied  them  by  the  naybe ;  and  he  was{ 
fo  fliocked  at  Mr.  Bruce's  faying,  that  he  perform* 
ed  this  terrible  journey  on  foot,  that  he  burft  in* 
.  to  tears,  uttering  a  thoufand  reproaches  againftj 
the  naybe  for  his  hard-heertednels  and  ingrati- 
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tufWf  at  lie  bad  twice*  as  he  (aid,  hindered  Mi- 

Ichacl  from  going  in  perfon  and  (weeping  the 

[naybe  from  the  face  of  the  earth.    Water  woi 

immedinteiy  procured  to  wa(h  their  feet.    And 

here  beean  another  contention  :   Janni  infifted 

upon  doing  this  himfelf*  which  made  Mr.  Bruce 

run  out  into  the  yard,  and  declare  he  would  not 

{fiifter  it.    After  this,  the  like  difpute  took  place 

I  among  the  fervants.    It  was  always  a  ceremony 

in  Abyllinia,  to  wa(h  the  feet  of  thofe  that  com* 

[from  Cairo,  and  who  are  underftood  to  have  been 

pilgrims  at  Jcrufalem. 

I  This  was  no  fooner  finlHied,  than  a  fumptuotu 
[dinner  was  brought,  exceedingly  well  drelfed. 
But  no  con(ideration  or  entreaty  could  prevail  up- 
on their  kind  landlord  to  (it  down  and  partake 
with  them.  He  would  (land  all  the  time,  with 
a  clean  towel  in  his  hand,  though  he  had  plenty 
of  fervants ;  and  afterwards  dined  with  fome  vl* 
(iters,  who  had  come  out  of  curioiity,  to  fee  a  man 
arrived  from  fo  far.  It  was  long  before  Mr.  Bruce 
cured  his  kind  landlord  of  thefe  refpeAful  ob- 
fervances,  which  troubled  him  very  much^  nor 
could  Janni  wholly  ever  get  rid  of  them.  * 

Adowa  is  the  feat  of  a  very  valuable  mannfac* 
ture  of  coarfe  cotton  cloth,  which  circulates  all 
over  Abyflinia  inftead  of  (ilver  money )  each  web 
is  iixteen  peek  long,  6f  one  and  three  quarters 
width,  their  value  a  pataka ;  that  is,  ten  for  the 
ounce  of  gold.  The  houfes  in  Adowa  are  all  of 
rough  (lone,  cemented  with  mud  inflead  of  mor- 
tar. The  roofs  are  in  the  form  of  cones,  and 
thatched  with  a  reedy  fort  of  grafs,  fomething 
thicker  than  wheat  ftraw.  Excepting  a  few  fpots 
taken  notice  of  as  they  came  to  Adowa,  this  was 
the  only  part  of  Tigr^  where  there  was  foil  fuf- 
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6cierit  to  yield  com ;  the  whole  of  tl^e  provinql 
bcHdes  is  one  entire  rock. 

At  Adowa,  and  all  the  neighbourhood^  they  bavil 
three  harvells  annually.    The  firft  feed  time  is  iiil 
July  and  Auguit;  it  is  the  principal  one  for  wheat, 
which  they  then  fow  in  the  middle  of  the  rains. 
|n  the  fame  feafon  they  fow  tocuCo>  teif,  and 
oarley.    From  the  20th  of  November,  they  reap 
^rfl  their  barley,  then  their  wheat,  and  laft  of  all  | 
Uieir  teff.    In  the  room  of  thefe  they  fow  imme« 
^lately  upon  the  fame  ground,  without  any  ma< 
nure,  barley,  which  they  reap  in  February  j  and 
then  often  fow  tefF^  but  more  frequ;.ntly  a  Wnd! 
of  vetch,  pr  nea,  called  Shimbra ;  thefe  are  cat  I 
j4own  before  the  firil  rains,  which  are  in  April. 
Witl^  all  thefe  advantages  of  triple  harvefts,  whicl^  | 
cod  no  fallowing,  weeding,  manure,  or  other  ex* 
pen  live  procefles,  the  farmer  in  Aby  ffinia  is  alwayi 
poor  and  miferable. 

,  The  cattle  roam  at  difcretlon  through  th^ 
mountains.  The  herdfmen  fet  fire  io  the  grsfs^ 
bent»  and  brulhwood,  before  the  rains^  and  an 
amazing  verdure  immediately  follows.  As  the 
mountains  are  very  flcep  and  broken,  goats  are 
jchiefly  the  flocks  that  graze  upon  them. 
;  On  the  10th  of  January,  1770,  Mr.  Bruce  vU 
ifited  the  remains  of  the  Jefuits'  convent  of  Frc- 
mona.  It  is  built  upon  the  even  ridge  of  a  very 
high  hill,  in  the  middle  of  a  large  plain,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  which  ftands  Adowa.  It  rifeg 
from  the  eaft  to  the  weft,  and  ends  in  a  precipice 
on  the  eaft ;  it  is  alfo  very  fteep  to  the  north,  and 
ilopes  gently  down  to  the  plain  on  the  fouth. 
The  convent  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference, 
built  fubilantially  with  flones,  which  are  cement- 
ed with  linie  mortar.  It  has  towers  in  the  flankit 
* '  /y   .i    -  '   '      and 
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ind  angles;  and,  notwithftanding  the  injury  it 
las  fuftercd,  the  walls  remain  ilill  entire  to  the 

[height  of  twenty-five  feet.     It  is  divided  into 

|thrcc,  by  crofs  walls  of  equal  height.  The  firft 
iivilion  feems  to  have  been  deftined  for  the  con- 

[vent,  the  middle  for  the  church,  and  the  third  di- 

vilion  is  feparated  from  this  by  a  wall^  and  ilandk 

[tipon  a  precipice. 

The  kindnefs,  hofpitality,  and  fatherly  care  of 

I  Janni  never  ceafed  a  moment.  He  had  already 
reprelented  Mr.  Bruce  in  the  moft  favourable 
light  to  the  Iteghe,  or  queen-mother,  whofe  fer- 

ivant  he  had  long  been,  to  her  daughter  Ozoro 
Efther,  and  Ozoro  Atlafh  ;  and,  above  all,  to  Mi- 
chael, with  whom  his  intluence  was  very  great ; 
and,  indeed,  to  every  body  he  had  any  weight 
with,  his  own  countrymen,  Greeks,  Abyflinians, 
and  Mahometans ;  and,  as  they  afterwards  found, 
he  had  raifed  their  curioiity  to  a  great  pitch. 

On  the  1 7th,  our  travellers  fet  out  from  Adowa, 
refuming  their  journey  to  Gondar ;  and  on  the 
18th,  in  the  morning,  having  pafled  a  hill, 
through  a  very  rough  ttony  road,  they  again  came 
into  the  plain,  wherein  flood  Axum,  once  the  ca- 
pital of  Abyflinia.  The  ruins  of  Axum  are  very 
cxtenfivej  but,  like  the  cities  of  ancient  times, 
confift  altogether  of  public  buildings.  In  one 
fquare,  which  Mr.  Bruce  apprehended  to  have 
been  the  centre  of  the  town,  there  are  forty  obe- 
Hlks,  none  of  which  have  any  hieroglyphics  upon 
them. 

Axum  is  watered  by  a  fmall  ftream,  which 
flows  all  the  year  from  a  fountain  in  the  narrovr 
valley,  where  ftand  the  rows  of  obelilks.  The 
fpring  is  received  into  a  magnificent  bafon  of  one 
hundred  aad  fifty  feet  fquare^  and  thence  It  is 
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carried,  at  pkafure,  to  wfiter  the  neigiiboiiriii{| 
gardens,  where  there  is  little  fruit,   exception 
,  (pomegranates,  neither  are  thefe  very  excellentJ 
The  prefcnt  town  of  Axum  (lands  at  the  foot  ofl 
the  hilh  and  may  have  about  fix  hundred  houfea. 
Tliere  ^re  feveral  manufa^ures  of  coarfe  cottoa 
iploth ;  and  here  too  the  beft  parchment  is  made  I 
of  goats  (kins,  which  is  the  ordinary  employmeDtj 
of  the  monks.    On  the  19th  of  January,  bya| 
meridian  altitude  pf  the  fun,  and  a  mean  of  feve- 
ral  altitudes  of  iWis  by  night,  Mr.  Bruce  found! 
the  latitude  of  Axum  to  be  14  deg.  6  min.  36  fee. 
north.  \ 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  January,  Mr. 
Bruce  left  Axum ;  the  road  was  at  firft  fumcient- 
ly  even,  through  fmall  valleys  and  meadows;  they  { 
began  to  afcend  gently,  but  through  a  road  ex* 
ceedingly  difficult  in  itfelf,  by  reafon  of  large  | 
Hones  Handing  on  edge,  or  heaped  one  upon  an- 
pther;  apparently  the  remains  of  an  old  large  | 
caufeway. 

The  laft  part  of  the  journey  made  ample  amends  I 
for  the  difficulties  and  fatigue  they  had  fuffered 
in  the  beginning.  For  the  road,  on  every  fide, 
was  perfumed  with  variety  of  flowering  ilirubs, ! 
.chiefly  different  fpecies  of  jeflamine  j  one  in  par- 
ticular of  thefe,  called  Agam,  impregnated  the 
whole  air  with  the  nioft  delicious  odour,  and  co* 
vered  the  fmall  hills  through  which  they  paffed, 
in  fuch  profufion,  that  they  were,  at  times,  al- 
moll  overcome  with  it&  fragrance.  The  country 
all  round  had  now  the  mofl  beautiful  appearance, 
9nd  this  was  heightened  by  the  fined  weather, 
and  a  temperature  of  air^  neither  tbo  hot  nor  too 
cold. 


^5*-'4?'ii 


Soon 


;i:i|  •■!: 


BRVC?*8  TKAVBLS.  169 

5oon  after  our  travellers  bad  lod  iight  of  the 

lins  of  this  ancient  capital  of  Abylfinia^  they 

overtook  three  travellers  driving  a  cow  beforf 

them;    they  had  black  goat  ikins  upon  theiir 

loulders,  and  lances  and  Ihields  in  their  hands; 

^0  other  refpe^ts  were  but  thinly  clothed ;  they 

ippeared  to  be  foldiers.    The  cow  did  not  feena 

^0  be  fatted  for  killing,  and  it  occurred  to  our 

travellers  that  it  had  been  ftolen.  Thi^,  howeveiv 

;as  not  their  btfinefs,  nor  was  fuch  an  occ^irrenoiB 

It  all  remarkable  in  a  country  fo  long  engaged  Ifi 

f&r.    They  faw  that  their  attendants  attach^ 

lemfelves  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  three 

|rol4iers  who  were  driving  the  cow«  and  held  fi 

lort  converfation  with  them.    Soon  after^  the 

Irivers  luddenly  tript  up  the  coWf  and  gave  the 

)oor  animal  a  very  rude  fall  upon  the  ground^ 

^hich  was  but  the  beginning  of  her  fufferinga^ 

)ne  of  tham  fat  acrofs  her  neck,  holding  down 

ler  head  by  the  horn^i^  the  other  twilled  the  hal* 

[er  about  her  fore- feet«  while  the  third,  who  ha4 

knife  in  his  hand,  got  adride  upon  her  belly 

)efore  her  hind-legs,  and  gave  a  very  deep  wound 

[n  therupper  part  of  |ier  buttock.    From  the  time 

[r.  Bruce  had  feen  them  throw  the  bead  upon 

[be  ground,  he  had  rejoiced,  thinking,  that  when 

[hree  people  were  killing  a  cow,  they  mud  have 

agreed  to  fell  part  of  her  to  them  j  and  he  wag 

mch  dirappointed  upon  hearing  that  they  were 

lot  then  to  kill  her,  that  (he  was  not  wholly 

iheirs,  and  they  could  not  fell  her.  This  awakeu- 

|d  Mr.  Bruce's  curiofity :  he  let  his  people  go 

forward,  and  ftald  himfelf,  till  he  faw,  with  the 

itmoft  aftonifliment,   two  pieces,   thicker  and 

)nger  than  our  ordinary  beef  Hakes,  cut  out  of 

le  higher  part  of  the  buttock  of  the  beaft. 

.     .        They 
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They  then  fct  about  curing  the  wound,  tm 
too  was  done  not  in  an  ordinary  manner;  m 
Ikm,  which  had  covered  the  flefti  that  was  takcBl 
away,  was  left  entire,  flapped  over  the  wobnd,! 
and  was  fattened  to  the  correfponding  part  bJ 
two  or  more  fmall  Ikewers,  or  pins.  Wh«{ 
ther  they  had  put  any  thing  under  the  (kin 
tween  that  and  the  wounded  fle(h,  Mr.  Brucel 
cannot  tell;  but  at  the  river  (ide  where  tbejl 
were,  they  had  prepared  a  cataplafm  of  clay,  withl 
"Whidi  they  covered  the  wound  j  they  then  forol 
cd  the  animal  to  rjfe,  and  drove  it  on  before  t\im\ 
to  furnifh  them  with  a  fuller  meal  when  bejl 
jhould  meet  their  companions  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Bruce  could  not  but  admire  a  dinner  fol 
truly  foldier>like,  nor  did  he  ever  fee  fo  comnao<| 
dious  a  manner  of  Carrying  provilions  along  onl 
the  road  as  this  was.    He  naturally  attributedl 
this  to  neceiiity,  and  the  love  of  expedition*   Itl 
was  a  liberty^  to  be  fure,  taken  with  Chriilianity}r 
but  what  tranfmflion  is  not  warranted  to  a  foldiej 
when  diltrefled  by  his  enemy  in  the  field  ?    He 
could  not  as  yet  conceive  that  this  was  the  ordi^ 
nary  banquet  of  citizens,  and  even  of  pried 
throughout  all  this  country.     In  the  hofpitable 
humane  houfe  of  Janni,  thefe  living  feafls 
never  appeared.     It  is  true  they  had  feen  rai 
meat,  but  no  part  of  an  animal  torn  from  it  wit! 
the  b(ood.  The  firft  (hocked  them  as  uncommo 
but  this  other  as  impious.      ^  f^' 

On  the  20th,  they  pitched  their  tent  in  a  fmsl 
plain,  by  the  banks  of  a  quick  clear  runnin|| 
meam,  on  a  fpot  called  Mai  Shum.  A  peafao 
bad  made  a  very  neat  little  garden  on  both  iidfl 
of  the  rivulet,  in  which  he  had  fown  abundai 
ci  onions  and  garlic,  and  he  had  a  fpecies 
V  pump 
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iimpkln,  which  Mr.  Bruce  thought  was  little  iu« 
[rior  to  a  melon.  This  man  gue0ed  by  tbei^ 
rms  apd  horfes  that  they  ^ere  huntersi  and  hq 
irought  them  a  prefent  of  the  fruits  of  his  garr 
len,  and  begged  their  alfiAance  againft  a  numbsf 
'f  wild  boars,  which  carried  ^ayock  anddefolatiocf 
irough  all  his  lat^rsi  mark$  of  which  were^  in* 
sed)  top  vi(il^I&  every  where.  Such  inllances  of 
iduftry  are  very  rare  in  this  country,  andi  det 
landed  encouragement.  Mr,  i^ruce  paid  him^ 
bereforc,  for  his  greens  j  and  fent  two  of  hi^ 
cirvants  with  him  into  the  wood,  and  got  oi| 
arfeback  himfelf. 

Amongft  them  they  killed  fiv«;  boars,  all  larg6 

[les,  in  the  fpace  of  ahout  two  hours;  one  of 

fhich  meafured  fix  feet  nine  inches ;  and,  thougli 

:  ran  at  an  amazing  fpeed  near  two  miles^  fo  a| 

be  with  difficulty  overtaken  by  the  horfe,  an4 

|ras  ftruck  tt^rough  and  through  with  two  heavy 

mces,  loaded  at  the  end  with  iron,  no  perfoyi 

|ared  to  come  near  him  on  foot,  and  he  defend-r 

4  himfelf  above  haW  an  hour,  till,  having  no 

mces  left,  Mr.  Brupe  ihot  him  with  a  horfe  pif- 

bl.    But  the  misfortune  was,  that  after  tlieir 

lunting  had  been  crowned  with  fuch  fuccefs, 

hey  did  not  dare  to  partake  of  the  excellent  ve^ 

jilbn  they  had  acquired;    for  the  Abyffiniang 

lold  pork  of  all  kinds  in  the  utraoft  deteftation  ; 

^jd  our  traveller  was  now  become  cautious,  leH 

e  Ihould  give  offence. 

In  the  courfe  of  their  journey,  Mr.  Bruce  heard 
cry  from  his  fervants,  «  Robbers  I  Robbery  f 
le  immediately  got  upon  his  mule  to  learn  what 
larn)  this  might  be,  and  faw,  to  his  great  fur- 
riie,  part  of  his  baggage  flrewed  on  the  ground, 
le  fervants  running,  forae  leading,  other*  on  foot 
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driving  fuch  of  their  mules  as  were  unloaded ' 
fore  them;  in  a  word,  every  thing  in  the  greate 
confuiion  poflible.  Having  got  to  the  edge 
the  wood,  they  faced  about,  and  began  to  prepan 
their  firearms.  Mr.  Bruce  now  rode  immediJ 
ately  up  to  the  tent,  and  in  his  way  was  fij 
luted  from  atnong  the  bufhes  with  many  (lone 
one  of  which  gave  him  a  violent  blow  upon  tli 
foot.  At  the  fame  inftant  he  received  anotbe 
blow  with  a  fmall  unripe  pumpkin,  upon  \l 
belly.  As  robbers  fight  with  other  arms  tha 
pumpkins,  when  Mr.  Bruce  faw  this  fall  a^  ^ 
feet,  he  was  no  longer  under  apprehenfion. 

Notwithflanding  this  difagreeable  reception 
our  traveller  advanced  towards  them,  crying  on 
they  were  friends,  and  Ras  Michael's  friends] 
and  delired  only  to  fpeak  to  them,  and  he  woulj 
give  them  what  they  wanted i    A  few  ftonc 
were  the  only  anfwer,   but  they  did  no  hur 
The  top  of  the  tent  being  now  up,  two  mc 
came  forward   making  great   complaints.     \i 
ihort,  they  found  the  matter  was  this :  one  of  th 
Moors  had  taken  a  heap  of  ftraw,  which  he 
carrying  to  his  afs,  and  the  proprietor,  at  feeii 
this,  had  alarmed  the  village.     Every  body  ha 
taken  lances  and  ihields  j  but,  not  daring  to 
proach,  for  fear  of  the  firearms,  they  had  contentj 
€d  themfelves  with  fhowering  flones  from  tl 
biding  places,  at  a  diftance   from  among  tb 
bulhes.    Oar  travellers  immediately  told  then 
however,  that  though,  as  the  king's  gucft,  tJ 
had  a  title  to  be  furniihed  with  what  wai  necri 
•fary,  yet,  they  were  very  well  content  to  pay  1 
every  thing  without  force. 

The  tent  being  now  pitched,  and  every  thin 
in  otdefj  a  treaty  foon  followed.    They  confen 
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to  fell  them  what  they  wanted,  but  at  extra- 

Suit  prices,  which,  however,  Mr.  Bruce  was 
iog  to  comply  with.    But  a  man  of  the  vil* 
age,  acquainted  with  one  of^the  king's  fervauts, 
[ad  communicated  to  him,  that  the  pretence  of 
le  Moor's  taking  the  ftraw  was  not  really  the 
cafon  of  the  uproar,  for  they  made  no  ufe  of  it 
[cept  to  burns  but  that  a  report  had  been 
)read  abroad,  that  an  adion  had  happened  be- 
/een  Falil  and  Ras  Michael*  in  which  the  lat- 
;r  had  been  defeated;   and  the   country,    no 
)nger  in  fear  of  the  ras,  had  indulged  themfelves 
,  their  ufual  excelfes,  and,  taking  them  for  a  ca- 
ivan  of  Mahometans  with  merchandife,  had  re- 
)lved  to  rob  them.  /^ 

On  the  22d,  they  arrived  at  Sire,  and  pitched 
leir  tent  in  a  ftrong  lituation,  in  a  very  deep 
lly  on  the  weft  extremity  of  the  town.    Sire 
iituated  on  the  brink  of  a  very  fteep,  narrow 
[alley }  and  through  this  the  road  lies,  which  is 
Imoft  impaifable.    In  the  midft  of  this  valley 
ms  a  <  brook  bordered  with  palm-trees.    The 
)wn  is  bnilt  in  form  of  a  half-moon  fronting 
le  plain,  but  its  greateft  breadth  is  at  the  weft 
id }  all  the  houfes  are  of  clay,  and  thatched ; 
le  roofs  are  in  form  of  cones  5  as,  indeed,  are  all 
Abyffinia.    Sire  is  famous  for  a  manufadture 
coarfe  cotton  cloths,  which  pafs  for  current 
^oney  through  all  the  province  of  Tigre,  and  arc? 
ilued  at  a  drachm,  the  tenth  part  of  a  wakea  of 
M,  or  near  the  value  of  an  imperial  dollar  each; 
^eir  breadth  is  a  yard  and  a  quarter.    Belidea 
^efe,  beads,  needles,    cohol,  and  incenie,    at 
les  only,  are  coniidered  as  money.    The  arti- 
zs  depend  greatly  on  chance,  whether  they  are 
mt  for  £e  time  or  not.    Mr.  Bruce^  on  the 
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22d  of  January,  determined  the  latitude  of^H 
to  be  14  deg.  4  n)in»  35  fee.  north,  find  its  lont 
tude  to  be  38  deg.  0  min.  15  fee.  eaft  of  the 
ridian  of  Greenwich. 
•  Althoagh  8ir6  is  fituated  in  one  of  the  fine 
countries  in  the  world,  like  other  places,  it  hi 
its  inconveniences.  Putrid  feters,  of  the  very  wo 
kibd,  are  alxnoft  eonilant  here;  and  there  dii 
then  aftualiy  iiii^n  a  fpecies  of  thefe  thijt  dailj 
ftrept  away  a  ntihriier  of  people. 
^  At  Sire  oiir  tWvdlers  hieard  iht  good  news  tlw 
Ras  Michael,  6n  the  lOth  of  this  month,  hai 
totne  up  with  Fafil  at  Fikgitta,  and  eiuirely'd,^ 
perfed  his  artt^,- afte?  kitting  teii  thonfahd  men 
^his  accountj  though  not  confirtned  by  any  ao 
thority,  ftriick  ^ll  me  mutinous  of  this  proviuo 
\vith  awe  J  and  every- man  returhed  to  his  dut] 
for  fear  of  incurring  the  difpleafure  of  this  {Ji 
vere  governoi*,  .>kfhlch  they  w^U  kfaew  would  inj 
ilantly  be  foUo^fed  by  hioi-e  thdn  an  adcqualj 
portion  of  vengeance,  efpeciaily  agairift  thoi 
that  had  not  accompanied  him  to  tfce  |?eld; 

On  t^c  24thj  they  ftruck  their  ti*^t  dt  Sir 
find  paffed  through  a  vaft  plain.  All  this  it^ 
they  could  difcern  no  mountains,  as  far  as  tit 
eye  could  reach,  but  only  fome  few  detachfl 
hills,  ftanding  feparate  on  the  plain,  cove 
•with  high  grafs,  which  they  were  then  burniD|| 
to  produce  new  ^ith  the  firft  rains. 
-  On  the  2eth  our  travellers  met  a  deferter  fro 
Has  Michael's  army.  With  his  firelock  upon 
ihoulder,  driving  before  him  Wo  miferable  gii| 
about  ten  years  old,  ftark  naked,  and  almoll 
Iniilied  to  death,  the  part  of  the  booty  wbid 
had  fallen  to  his  ihare,  in  laying  Wafte  tne  couil 
try  of  Maitlha,  after  the  battle.    They  M 
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iim  of  the  truth  of  this  news,  but  he  would  give 
them  no  fatisfa6tion  j  fometimes  he  faid  there 
lad  been  a  battle*,  fometimes  none.  He  appa- 
rently had  fome  diftruft,  that  one  or  other  of  the 
iafts,  being  allowed  to  be  true,  might  determine 
[them  as  to  fome  defign  they  might  have  upon 
lim  and  his  booty.  He  had  not,  in  their  opinion, 
the  air  of  a  conqueror,  but  rather  of  a  coward 
that  had  fneaked  away,  and  ftolen  thefe  two  mi- 
ferable  wretches  he  had  with  him.  Mr.  Bruce 
liked  where  Michael  was.  If  at  Bure  ?  where, 
»pon  defeat  of  Fafil,  he  naturally  would  be.  He 
faid,  no;  he  was  at  Ibaba,  the  capital  of  Mait- 
ia.  Mr.  Bruce  gave  him  fome  flour  and  tobac- 
:o,  both  which  he  took  very  thankfully  j  but 
farther  intelligence  he  would  not  give. 

On  the  30th  our  travellers  encamped  at  Ad- 
lergey,  near  a  fmall  rivuletj  called  Mai-L;imi, 
|the  river  of  limes,  or  lemons,  in  a  plain  fcarce  a 
lile  fqnare,  furrounded  on  each  fide  with  very- 
thick  wood,  in  form  of  an  amphitheatre.  Above 
this  Wood  are  bare,  rugged,  and  barren  moun- 
tains. Midway  in  the  cliff  is  a  miferable  village, 
that  feems  rather  to  hang  than  to  (land  there, 
fcarce  a  yard  of  level  ground  being  before  it  to 
"linder  its  inhabitants  from  falling  down  the  pre- 
cipice. The  wood  is  full  of  lemons  and  wild 
:itrons,  from  which  it  acquires  its  name. 

The  hyaenas  this  night  devoured  one  of  the 
)eft  of  our  tvavellers  mules.  They  are  here  in 
;reat  plenty,  and  fo  are  lions ;  the  roaring  of  the 
^tter,  in  the  part  of  the  wood  neareft  their  tent, 
5reatly  difturbed  their  beafls,  and  prevented 
them  from  eating  theif  provender.  They  had 
)rocared  from  Janni  two  fmall  brafs-bells,  fucU 
IS  the  mules  cafrV,  and  had  tied  thefe  to  tl^ 
Vol.  XIV.        '  L  Itoiia 
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itorm  (Irings  of  the  tent,  whc;re  their  noife,  ni 
doubt,  greatly  contributed  tu  the  fafety  of  thd 
heai\s,  from  thefe  ravenousi  yet  cautious,  ani* 
mals,  fo  that  they  never  faw  them ;  but  the  noi^ 
they  madci  and  perhaps,  their  fmell,  fo  terrifid 
the  mules,  that,  in  the  morning,  they  wenj 
drenched  in  fweati  as  if  they  had  been  a  1 
journey.  The  brutifh  hyaena  was  not  fo  to  bcl 
deterred.  Mr.  Bruce  iliot  one  of  them  dead  m 
the  night  of  the  31(1  of  January,  and  on  the  li 
of  February,  he  fired  at  another  fo  near,  thatbil 
was  confident  of  killing  him.  Whether  ihi 
balls  had  fallen  oiit,  or  that  he  had  really  miifc 
him  with  the  firft  barrel,  he  knew  not,  but  bej 
gave  a  fuarl,  and  a  kind  of  barken  the  firft  (hot, 
advancing  diredtly  upon  him  as  if  unhurt.  Thi 
fecond  iliot,  however,  took  place,  and  laid  hi 
without  motion  on  the^  ground.  Yafine  and  bii 
men  killed  another  with  a  pikej  and  fuch  w 
their  determined  coolnefs,  that  they  flalked  roum 
about  our  travellers  with  the  familiarity  of  a  dog, 
or  fome  other  domeftic  animal  brought  up  wi 
man.  * 

They  were  ftiil  more  incommoded  by  a  fmall 
animal,  a  large  black  ant,  little  lefs  than  an  inci 
long,  which,  coming  out  from  under  the  ground 
demoliilied  their  carpets,  which  they  cut  all  inti 
fliicds,  and  part  of  the  lining  of  their  tent  like 
wife,  and  every  bag  or  facie  they  could  find 
Their  bite  caufes  a  confiderable  inflammation, 
and  the  pain  is  greater  than  that  which  arift 
from  the  bite  of  a  fcorpion ;  they  are  called  guQ 
dam.      '  '  ,  \ 

The  (hum,  on  the  1ft  of  February,  fent  bii 
people  to  value,  as  he  faid,  their  merchandiici 
that   they  jnight  pay  cuftom.     Many  of  tbi 
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n,  in  thetr  caravan,  had  left  th«m  to  go  a 
lear  way  to  Hauza.  Mr  Bpuce  bad  at  mod  five 
)r  fix  aues,  including  tbofe  belonging  to  Yafinc. 

[e  humoured  them  fo  far  as  to  open  the  cafes 

rhere  were  the  telefcopes  and  quadrant ;  or,  in* 
!ced,  rather  fliewed  them  open,  as  they  were  not 

lut  from  the  obfervation  he  had  been  making, 
'hey  could  only  wonder  at  things  they  had  never 

jforc  fecn. 

After  much  altercation  with  the  (hum,  on  the 
Ith  of  February,  in  tlie  morning,  they  left  Ad- 
icrgcy.    While  employed  in  making  ready  for 
^heir  departure,  which  was  jufi  at  the  dawn  of 
liy,  a  hy;cna,  unfeen  by  any  of  them,  faftened 
ipon  one  of  Yaiine*s  aifes,  and  bad  almoft  pulled 
lis  tail  away.     Mr.  Bruce  was  bufied  at  gather- 
ing the  tent  pins  into  a  fack,  and  had  placed  his 
lulkct  and  txiyonet  ready  agatnft  a  tree.    A  boy^ 
r\\o  was  (ervant  to  Yaline,  faw  the  hyaena  fir^, 
ind  fiew  to  Mr.  Bruce*6  mufket.    Yafine  was 
lisjoining  the  poles  of  the  tent,  and,  having  one 
lalf  of  the  largeft  in  bis  hand,  he  ran  to  the  af- 
Iftance  of  his  afs,  and  in  that  moment  the  muiket 
^ent  off,  luckily  charged  with  only  one  ball, 
fhich  gave  Yaline  a  flelh  wound  between  the 
|humb  andf  forefinger  of  his  left  hand.    The  boy 
Indantly  threw  down  the  muiket,  which  had  ter- 
[iiied  the  hyicna,  and  made  him  let  go  the  afs ; 
)ut  lie  0ood  ready  to  fight  Yafine,  who,  not 
^muting  himfelf  with   the  choice  of  weapons, 
rave  him  fo  rude  a  blow  with  the  tent-pole  upon 
lis   head,   that  it  felled  him  to  the  ground; 
[thers,  with  pikes,  put  an  end  to  his  life.    They 
^ere  then  obliged  to  turn  theit  cares  towards  the 
rounded.    Yafine's  T^ound  was  fbon  feen  to  be 
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a  trifle;  befides,  he  was  a  man  not  eaiily  alarm-] 
cd  on  fuch  occafions. 

"What  futticiently  marked  the  voracity  of  the 
hyaenas  was,  that  the  bodies  of  their  dead  corU' 
paiiions,  which  onr  travellers  hauled  a  long  way 
from  them,  and  left  there,  were  almoil  entirely 
eaten  by  tht:  Anv Ivors  the  next  morning.  I 

On  the  4ih  of  Febrnary,  they  continued  their' 
journey  along  the  fide  of  a  hill,  through  thicl^ 
wood  and  high  grafs  j  then  defcended  into  a  ftecp, 
narrow  valley,  the  fides  of  which  had  been  ihad* 
ed  with  high  trees,  but  in  burning  the  graTs  the 
trees  were  confumed  likewifp  j  and  the  fliif;oUJ 
from  the  roots  were  fome  of  them  above  eight 
ieet  high,  fince  the  tree  had  thus  fufFeied  thatj 
fame  year. 

On  the  8th,  in   the  morning,   they  began  af« 
cending  t/amalmon,  through  a  very  narrow  road, 
or  rather  path,  for  it  fcarcely  was  two  feet  widn] 
•any  where.     It  was  a  fpiral  winding  up  the  fnlc 
of  the  mountain,  always  on  the  very  brink  of  aj 
precipice.     Torrents  of  water,  which  in  winter 
carry  prodigious  ftones   down  the  fide  of  ihis; 
mountain,  had  divided  this  path  in  feveral  places, 
and  opened  to  our  travellers  a  view  of  that  dread- 
ful abyfs  below,  which  few  heads  c*.n  bear  to 
look  down   upon.     They  were  here  obliged  to 
imload   their    baggage,    and,   by  flow   degrees, 
crawl  up  a  hil|,  carrying  them  little  by  little  up- 
on their  flioulders  round  thefechafms,  by  wbich 
the  road  was  interfered.     The. mountains  grew 
lleeper,  the  paths  narrowpr>   and   the  breacliejl 
more  frequent  as  thcy.afcended  j  fcarce  were  their 
mules,  though  unloaded,,  able  to  fcramble  up,  but] 
were  perpetually  falling  j  and,  to  increafe  their 
difficulties,  which,  in  fuch  cafes,  feldom  coniei 
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jnglCf  a  lirge  number  of  cattle  was  defcending^ 
ind  reemed  to  threaten  to  pufli  tK^m  all  into  the 
ilph  below.  After  two  hours  of  conftant  toil, 
ic  nine  o'clock,  they  alighted  in  a  fmall  plain 
lUed  Kedus,  or  St.  Michael,  from  a  church  and 
tillage  of  that  name,  neither  beaft  nor  man  being 
ible  to  go  a  ftep  farther. 
The  plain  of  St.  Michael,  where  they  now 
^ere,  is  at  the  foot  of  a  fteep  cliff  which  termi* 
lates  the  weft  fide  of  Lamalmon.  It  is  here 
srpendicular  like  a  wall,  and  a  few  trees  only 
^ipon  the  top  of  the  cliff.  Over  this  precipice 
low  two  ftrcams  of  water,  which-run  in  all  fea<* 
Tons.  They  fall  into  a  wood  at  the  bottom  of 
this  cliiT,  and  preferve  it  in  continual  verdure  all 
the  year,  though  the  plain  itfelf  below  is  all  rent 
in  chafms,  and  cracked  by  the  heat  of  the  fun.  • 
The  air  of  Lamalmon  is  plealant  and  tempe- 
rate. They  here  found  their  appetite  return, 
rith  a  cheerfulnefs,  lightnefs  of  (pirits,  and  agi« 
lity  of  body,  which  indicated  that  their  nerves 
lad  again  refumed  their  wonted  tone,  which 
they  had  loft  in  the  low,  poiConous,  and  fultry 
lir  on  the  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea.    The  fun  here  is 

[indeed  hot,  but  in  the  morning  a  cool  breeze  ne- 

ker  fails,  which  increafes  as  the  fun  rifes  high^ 

|ln  the  iliade  it  is  always  cool. 

Lamalmon  is  the    pafs   through  which   the 
road  of  all  caravans  to  Gondar  lies.    It  is  here 

jthey  take  an  account  of  all  baggage  and  mer- 
chandife,  which  they  tranfmit  to  the  negade 
w,  or  chief  officer  of  the  cuftoras  at  Gondar,  by  a 

[man  whom  they  fend  to  accompany  the  caravan. 

[There  is  alfo  a  prefent,  or  awide,  due  to  the 
>nvate  proprietor  of  the  ground ;  and  this  is  le* 

[vied  with  great  rigour  and  violence,  and,  for  the 

L  3  moft 


Ill 


h'l  '■<, 


Wi 


III! 


114'  pruce's  travels. 

moft  part,  with  injuftice  j  fo  that  this  i^ation,! 
vyhich,  by  the  eftabiifliment  of  the  cuftom-houfe. 
iuid  nearnefs  to  the  capital,  fhould  be  in  a  par* 
licular  manner  attended  to  by  government,  is  al* 
ways  the  place  where  the  firft  robberies  and  mur. 
ders  are  committed  in  unlettled  times.  Though 
our  travellers  had  nothing  with  them  which 
could  be  Conljdered  as  fubjeft  to  duty,  they  fub- 
mitted  every  thing  .to  the  will  of  the  robber  of  I 
the  place,  and  gave  him  his  prefent. 

They  had  obtained  leave  to  depart  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  Qt\}j  but  it  was  with  great 
regret  they  were  oblige.d  to  abandon  their  Maijo- 
metan  friends  into  hands  that  feemed  dilpofetl 
to  il\ew  them  no  favour.  The  king  was  in  Mait- 
iba,  or  Damot,  far  from  Gondar,  and  various  re- 
ports were  Ipread  abroad  about  the  fuccefs  of  the 
campaign.  Thtie  people  only  waited  for  an  un- 
favourable event  to  make  a  pretence  for  robbing 
travellers  of  every  thing  tliey  had.  The  perfons 
whofe  right  it  was  to  levy  thefe  contributions, 
•were  a  father  and  fon  ;  the  old  man  was  dreffed 
very  decently,  fpoke  little,  but  fmootbly,  and 
had  a  very  good  carriage.  He  profefled  a  vio- 
lent hatred  to  all  Mahometans,  on  account  of 
their  religion  j  a  fentiment  which  feemed  to  pro-, 
mife  nothing  favourable  to  their  friend  Yafuie 
and  his  companions. 

The  young  man,  it  feems,  was  a  good  foldier} 
and,  having  been  in  feveral  adlons  under  Ras 
Michael,  as  fuf.leer,  he  brought  his  gan,  and 
iafifted  on  fliooling  at  marks.  Mr.  Bruce  hu- 
luoured  him  in  this :  but  as  he  ufed  a  rifle  which 
he  did  not  underftand,  he  found  himfclf  over- 
inatched.  He  then  Ihewetl  him  the  manner  they 
ihot  flying,  tliere  being  quails  in  abundaoce,  and 
:   -.,...  -.  c  ./.     ^\         '  wild 
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fWd  pigeons,  of  which  he  killed  feveral  on  wing, 

;hich   left   him   in    the   utmoft   aftonilhment. 

laving  got  on  horfeback,  Mr.  Bruce  next  went 
through  the  exercife  of  the  Arabs,  with  along 
ipear  and  a  fliort  javelin.  This  was  more  with- 
n  his  comprehenlion,  as  he  had  feen  fomething 
|ike  it  J  but  he  was  wonderfully  taken  with  the 
ierce  and  tiery  appearance  of  his  horfe,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  with  his  docility,  the  form  of  his 
Ifaddle,  bridle,  and  accoutrements.  He  threw  at 
laft  the  fandals  off  his  feet,  twifted  his  upper 
garment  into  his  girdle,  and  fet  off  at  fo  furious 

rate,  that  Mr.  Bruce  could  not  help  doubting 
kvh.ether  he  was  in  his  fober  underftanding.  It 
kvasnot  long,  however,  before  he  came  back,  and 
pith  him  a  nian-fervant,  carrying  a  flieep  and  a 
joat,  and  a  woman  carrying  a  jar  of  honey-wine. 
Ihey  now  fwore  perpetual  friendlhip  3  and  a 
^orn  or  two  of  hydromel  being  emptied,  Mr. 
iruce  introduced  the  cafe  of  his  fellow- travel- 
lers, and  obtained  a  promife  that  they  iliould 
lave  leave  to  fet  out  together.  He  would,  more- 
)ver,  take  no  awide,  and  faid  he  would  be  fa^ 
murable  in  his  report  to  Gondar.  ' 

Matters  were  fo  far  advance,  when  a  fervant 
^f  Michael's  arrived,  fent  by  Petro,  Janni's  brother, 
vho  had  obtained  him  from  Ozoro  Efther.  This 
)ut  an  end  to  all  their  difficulties.  Our  young 
[pldier  alfo  kept  his  word,  and  a  mere  trifle  of 
Wide  was  given,  rather  from  the  Moor's  own 
pfire  than  by  demand,  and  the  report  of  the 
bggage,  and  dues  thereon,  were  as  low  as  could 
jie  wilhed.  News  was  now  brought  them,  that 
ias  Michael  had  adually  beaten  Fafil,  forced 
fini  to  retire  tp  the  other  tide  of  the  Nile,  and 
ras  ik^n  in  Mpitlha,    This  was  juft  what  Mr. 
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Bruce  could  have  wiihed^  as  it  brought  himnt 
once  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fources  of  the 
Kile,  without  the  fmalleft  iliadow  of  fear  or  dan* 
ger. 

On  the  9th  of  February  they  took  leave  of  the 
friends  they  had  fo  newly  acquired  at  Lamalmon. 

They  began  to  afcend  what  Hill  ramained  of  I 
the  mountain^  which,  though  fteep  and  full  of  | 
buihes,  was  much  lefs  difficult  than  that  which 
they  had  paflfed.     At  a  quarter  paft  feven,  they 
arrived  at  the  top  of  Lamalmon,  which  has,  from  [ 
below,  the  appearance  of  being  Iharp-pointcd. 
On  the  contrary,  they  were  much  furprifcd  toJ 
find  there  a  large  plain»  part  in  paflure,  but  morei 
bearing  grain.     It  is  full  of  fprings,  and  feemi 
to  be  the  great  refervoir  from  whence  arife  moft 
of  the  rivers  that  water  this  part  of  AbylTinia.  j 
A  multitude  of  ilreams  iffue  from  the  very  fum- 
mit  in  all  directions ;  the  fprings  boil  out  from  I 
the  earth  in  large  quantities,  capable  of  turning 
a  mill.    They  plough.  Cow,  and  reap  here  at  all 
feafons;  and  the  huibandman  mufl  blame  hii 
own  indolence,  and  not  the  foil,  if  he  has  not 
three  harvefls.    They  fa w,  in  one  place,  people 
bufy  cutting  down  wheat  j  immediately  next  to 
it,  others  at  the  plough ;  and  the  adjoining  field 
had  green  corn  in  the  ear;  a  little  farther,  it  waij 
not  an  inch  above  the  ground. 

The  mountain  is  every  where  fb  ftecp  and! 
high,  that  it  is  not  enough  to  fay  againfl  the 
will,  but  without  the  afliflance  of  thofe  above,! 
no  one  from  below  can  venture  to  afcend.  Yet 
Chriflopher  de  Gama  and  his  Portuguefe,  arcl 
laid,  by  their  own  hil^orians,  to  have  ftormedl 
this  rock,  and  put  the  Mahometan  garrifon  tol 
the  fword.    No  mention^  however,  of  this  hof 
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lourable  conqucll  is  made  in  the  annals  of  Abyfli- 
ild,  though  they  give  the  hillory  of"  this  cam- 
)ain  of  Don  Chriftoplier  in  the  life  of  Claudius, 
Ltzenaf  Segued. 

On  the  10th  in  the  morning,  they  continued 
ilong  the  plain  on  the  top  of  Lamalmon ;  and, 
[ftcr  having  fufi'ered,  with  infinite  patience  and 
)erfeverance,  the  haidfliips  and  danger  of  this 
long  and  painful  journey,  at  forty  minutes  pall 
Jen  they  were  gratified,  at  laft,  with  the  light  of 
Jondar,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  day  arriv- 
ed there. 

Abba  Salama,  of  whom  we  fhall  hereafter  have 
pccafion  to  fpeak,  at  that  time  filled  the  poll  of 
Lcab  Saat,  or  guardian  of  the  fire.  It  is  the 
(liird  dignity  of  the  church,  and  he  is  the  iirft 
reUgious  officer  in-  the  palace.  He  had  a  very 
large  revenue,  and  Hill  a  greater  influence.  He 
/as  a  man  exceedingly  rich,  and  of  the  very 
[ivorft  life  poifiblej  though  he  had  taken  the 
i'ows  of  poverty  and  chaftity,  it  was  laid  he  had 
It  that  time  above  feyenty  miftrelTes  in  Gondar. 
[is  way  of  feducing  women,  was  as  extraordina- 
ry as  the  number  feduced.  When  he  had  fixed 
[lis  defires  upon  a  woman,  he  forced  her  to  com- 
)ly,  under  pain  of  excommunication.     ' 

The  next  morning,  about  ten  o'clock,  Mr. 
JiQce,  drelVed  in  his  iVioorilh  drefs,  went  to  Ayto 
iylo,  and  found  him  with  feveral  great  phites  of 
3iead,  melted  butter,  and  honey,  before  him,  of 
3ne  of  which  he  and  our  traveller  ate;  the  reft 
^ere  given  to  the  Moors,  and  other  people  prc- 
|ent.  Soon  after  they  let  out  for  Kofcam,  and 
jpon  coming  in  fight  of  this  palace  they  all  un- 
[;yveied  their  heads,  and  rode  llowly.  As  Aylo 
»as  all-powerful  with  the  Iteghe,  indeed  her 
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firft  counfellor  and  friend,  their  admittance  vn\\ 
eafy  and  immediate.    They  alighted  and  ^veR 
ftiewn  into  a  low  room  in  the  palace.     Ayto 
Aylo  went  immediately  to  the  Iteghe,  or  queen, 
to   inquire  about  Welled   Hawaryat,  who  was 
then  ill,  and  his  audience  laded  two  long  hours, 
He  returned  to  them  with  the  news,  that  Welled 
Hawaryat  was  much  better,  by  a  medicine  i\ 
faint  from  Waldubba  had  given  him,  which  con- 
lifted  in  fome  char aders,  written  with  common  I 
ink  upon  a  tin  plate,  which  charaders  vkal 
waihedo^bya  medical  liquor  and  then  given 
him  to  drink.    It  was  agreed,  however,  that  the 
complaint  was  the  fmall-pox,  and  the  good  it 
had  done  him  was,  he  ate  heartily  of  brind,  or 
raw  beef,  after  it,  though  he  had  not  eaten  before 
(ince  his  arrival,  but  called  perpetually  for  drink'. ' 

Mr.  Bruce,  before  he  entered  on  his  charge  of  I 
phyfician,  dated  to  thofe  prefent  in  the  palace, 
the  difagreeable  ta(k  now  impofed  upon  him. 
He  profefTed  his  intention  of  doing  his  utmoftJ 
although  the  difeafe  was  much  more  ferious  and  | 
fatal  in  this  country  than  in  his  own  j  but  be  in* 
f\i\ed  one  condition    ihould   be  granted   him,  I 
which  was,  that  no  diredions  as  to  regimen  or 
management,   even  of  the  moft  trifling   kind, 
as  they  might  think,  (hould  be  fuffcred,  without 
his  permidion  and  fuperintendance,  otherwife  he 
wallied  his  hands  of  the  confequcnce. 

This  being  aflented  to  by  all  prefent,  Mr. 
Bruce  fet  the  fervants  to  work.  He  opened  all 
the  doors  and  windows,  fumigating  them  with 
incenfe.and  myrrh  in  abundance,  and  wafhcd 
them  with  warm  water  and  vinegar.  The  com* 
men  and  fatal  regimen  in  this  country,  and  in 
mod  part3.  In  the  ead,  has  been  to  keep  their  pa* 

ticflt 


SRUCB*S   TBAVEL5.  11^ 

tient  from  feeling  the  fmallelt  breath  of  air ;  hot 

xlrinki  a  fire,  and  a  quantity   of  covering  are 

ladded  in  Abyflinia,  and  the  doors  fliut  fo  clofe, 

[that  candles  are  neceifary  to  light  the  apartment. 

The  infedion  fpread,  and  feveral  perfons  of 

Ihlgh  rank  were  feized  with  the  fmall-pox,  moft 

jf  whom  recorcrcd  under  our  traveller's  direc- 

Ition. 

When  the  patients  were  in  a  flatc  of  convalef* 
Icence,  they  were  removed  to  a  large  houfe  of 
iKarmati  £(hte,  which  Hood  within  the  bounda- 
Iries  of  Kofcam,  while  the  rooms  underwent  ano- 
Ither  luttration  and  fumigation,  after  which  they 
lall  returned ;  and  Mr.  Bruc«  got  as  his  fee,  a  pre- 
Ifent  of  a  neat  and  convenient  houfe,   formerly 
Ibclonging  to  Baiha  Eufebius,  which  had  a  fepa- 
Irate  entry,  without  going  through  the  palace. 
I    On  the  10th  of  March,  the  army  marched  into 
Ithe  town  in  triumph,  and  the  ras  at  the  head  of 
Ithe  troops  of  Tigre.     He  was  bareheaded  j  over 
Ihis  flioulders  and  down  to  his  back,  hung  a  pal- 
Ilium,  or  cloak,  of  black  velvet,  with   a  filver 
fringe.    A  boy,  by  his  right  ftirrup,  held  a  filver 
land  of  about  five  feet  and  a  half  long,  much 
llike  the  (laves  of  our  great  officers  at  court.     Be- 
|hind  hiip  all  the  foldiers,  who  had  ilain  an  ene- 
ly  and  taken  the  fpoils  from  them,  had  their 
lances  and  firelocks  Ornamented  with  fmall  Ihreds 
)f  fcarlet  cloth,  one  piece  for  every  man  he  had 
(Iain.    Remarkable  among  all  this  multitude  was 
lagos,  door-keeper  of  the  ras.    This  man,  al- 
wys  well  armed  and  well  mounted,  had  follow- 
ed the  wars  of  the  ras  from  his  infancy,  and  had 
been  fo  fortunate  in  this  kind  of  fingle  combat, 
that  his  whole  lance  and  javelin,  horfe  and  per- 
son, were  covered  over  witli  the  ihrcda  of  fcarlet 
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cioth.     At  tills  lad:  battle  of  Fagitta,  HagosiJ 
lai  I  to  have  llain  eleven  men  with  his  own  hanj 

One  thing  remarkable  in  this  cavalcade,  v/hict| 
Mr.  Bruce  obf<irved,  was  the  head-drefs  of  th 
governor  of  provinces.     A  large  broad  fillet  wail 
bound  upon  their  forehead,  and  tied  behind  theif 
head.     In  the  middle  of  this  was  a  horn,  or  a  co 
nical  piece  of  filver,  gilt,  aboit  four  inches  long] 
much  in  the  fhape  of  our  common  candle  extin] 
guilhers.     This  is  called  kirn,  or  horn,  and 
only  worn  in   reviews  or  parades  after  vi^-tervl 
This,  Mr.  Bruce  apprehends,  like  all  other  oj 
their  ufages,  is  taken  from  the  Hebrews,  and  tii 
feveral  allufions  made  in  fcripture  to  it  arife  fron 
this  practice  : — **  I  faid  unto  fools,  deal  not  fool] 
iflily  ;  and  to  the  wicked,  lift  not  up  the  horn."- 
"  Lift  not  up  your  horn   on  high ;  fpeak  no 
w'th  a   ftiff  neck." — "  But  my  horn  (halt  thoij 
exalt  like  the  horn  of  an  unicorn."     **  and  tl 
horn  of  the  righteous  fliall  be  exalted  with  ho 
nour."     And  fo  in  many  other  places  throughoD 
the  pfalms. 

Next  to  thefe  came  th6  king,  with  a  fillet i 
white  muflin,  about  three  inches  broad,  bindinj 
his  forehead,  tied  with  a  large  double  knot 
hind,  ?nd  hanging  down  about  two  feet  on  hil 
back.  About  him  were  the  great  officers 
Hate,  fuch  of  the  young  nobility  as  were  withoij 
command  j  and  after  thefe,  the  houfehold  troop 
Then  followed  the  Kanitz  Kitzera,  or  executioii| 
er  of  the  camp,  and  his  attendants  j  urn,  laft< 
all,  amidft  the  king's  and  the  ras's  baggnge,  car 
a  man  bearing  the  ftuffed  Ikin  of  the  unfortui^ 
ate  Wooflieka  upon  a  pole,  which  he  hung  upo 
a  branch  of  »:lje  tree  before  the  king's  palace,  api 
propriated  for  public  executions. 
-  '  -■  ,^v     .. .       ,     »    ■  ,  : .:   /  Aboij 
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Aboufthe  14th,  Mr.  Bruce  was  Informed,  that 
all  l»is  recommendatory  letters  were  to  be  read, 
in  the  interim,  Mr.  Bruce  was  ient  for  to  the 
ras,  with  orders  to  difpatch  a  man  with  the  king's 
piefent,  to  wait  for  him  at  the  palacfe,  whither 
he  was  to  go  after  leaving  Michael.  Five  in  the 
evening  was  lixed  as  the  hour,  Mr.  Brnce  came 
a  little  before  the  time,  and  met  Ay  to  Aylo  at 
(he  door.  He  fqueezed  him  by  the  hand,  and 
faid,  '*  Refute  nothing,  it  can  be  all  altered  af- 
terwards; but  it  is  very  neccH'ary,  on  account  of 
the  prielb  and  the  populace,  you  Ihould  have  a 
place  of  fome  authority,  otherwil'e  you  will  be 
robbed  and  murdered  the  firft  time  you  go  half  a 
mile  from  home;  fifty  people  have  told  me  that 
yon  have  cliefts  filled  with  gold,  and  that  you  can 
make  gold  j  or  bring  what  quantity  you  pleafe 
from  the  Indies;  and  the  reafon  of  all  this  h, 
becaufe  you  refufed  the  queen  and  Ozoro  Efther's 
ofier  of  gold  at  Kofcam,  and  which  you  muft  ne- 
ver do  again." 

Our  travellers  went  in  and  faw  the  ras,  who 
was  an  old  man,  fitting  upon  a  fofaj  his  white 
I  hair  was  dreffed  in  many  fhort  curls.     He  ap- 
Ipeared  to  be  thoughtful,  but  not  difpleafed.     He 
jfeemed  to  be   about  fix   feet  high,   though  his 
lamenefs  made  it  difficult  to  guefs  with  accuracy. 
His  air  was  perfedlly  free  from  conf^raint,  what 
the  French  call  degagee.     They  muft  have  been 
bad  phyfiognomilts  that  did  not  difcern  his  capa- 
city and  underftanding  by  his  very  countenance. 
Every  look  conveyed  a  fentiment  with   it :  he 
Ifeemcd  to  have  no  occafion  for  other  language; 
|and,  indeed,  he  fpoke  little. 

Mr.  Bruce  fat  down  with  Aylo,   three  or  four 
lof  the  judges,  Heikcl  the  queen's  chamberlain, 
VoL.'XIV.  M  and 
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and  others,  who  whlfpered  fomething  in  his  ear, 
and   went  oiitj    which  interruption  prevented 
Mr.  Bruce  from  fpeaking  as  he  was  prepared  to 
do,  or  give  him  his  prelent,  which  a  man  held 
behind  him.  The  ras  began  gravely,  **  Yagoube, 
I  think  tliat  is  your  name,  hear  what  I  fay  to 
youj  and  mark  what  I  recommend  to  you.    Yon 
are  a  man,  I  am  told  who  make  it  your  bufiiieiy 
to  wander  in  the  fields  in  fearch  after  trees  ai;d 
grafs  in  folitary  places,  and  to  fit  up  all  night 
alone,  looking  at  the  ftars  of  the  heavens.  Other 
countries  are  not  like  this,  though  this  whs  never 
{o  bad  at  it  is  now.    Thefe  wretches  here  aire 
enemies  to  ftrangers  j  if  they  faw  you  alone  in 
your  own  parlour,  their  firft  thought  would  be 
how  to  murder  youj   though  they  knew  they 
were  to  get  nothing  by  it,  they  would  murder 
you  for  mere  mifcliief.'*    "  The  devil  is  ftrong  in 
them,"  fays  a  voice  from  a  corner  of  the  room, 
which  appeared  to  be  that  of  a  pried,    **  There* 
fore,"  fays  the  ras,  '*  after  a  long  converfation 
with  your  friend  Aylo,    whofe  advice   I   hear 
you  happily  take,  as,  indeed,  we  all  do,  I  have 
thought   that  fituation   bell  which   leaves  you 
at  liberty  to  follow  your  own  defigns,   at  the  I 
fame  time  that  it  puts  your  perfon  in  fafety ;  that ! 
you  will  not  be  troubled  with  monks  about  their] 
rdigious  matters,  or  in  danger  from  thefe  rafcals 
that  may  feek  to  murder  you  for  money." 

*'  What  are  the  monks  .>"  faid  the  fame  voice  I 
from  the  corner  j  **  the  monks  will  never  meddle 
with  fuch  a  man  as  this."  ''Therefore  the  king," 
continued  the  ras,  without  taking  any  notice  ot 
.  the  interruption,  "has appointed  you  Baalomaal,| 
and  to  command  the  Kokob  horfe,  which  1 
thought  to  have  given  to  Francis,  an  old  foldier 
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of  mine  j  l)Ut  he  is  poor,  and  v?c  will  provide  for 
him  better,  for  thefe  appointments  have  honour 
but  little  profit."     *•  Sir,"  i'aid  Francis,  who  was 
in  prefence,  but  behind,  '*  it  is  in  much  more  ho- 
nourable hands  than  either  mine  or  the  Armeni- 
ans, or  any  other  white  man's,  finer  the  days  of 
Hatze  Menas,  and  fo  I  told  the  king  to-day.'* 
«  Very  well,  Francis,  fays  the  ras,  it  becomes  a 
foldier  to  fpeak  the  truth,  whether  it  makes  for 
or  againft  himfelf.  Go  then  to  the  king,  and  kifs 
the  ground  upon  your  appointment.     Aylo  and 
Heikel  are  very  proper  perfons  to  go  with  you. 
The  king  cxprefled  his  furprife  to  me  laft  night 
be  had  not  feen  you  ;  and  there  too,  is  Tecla 
Mariam,  the  king's  fecretary,  who  came  with 
your  appointment  from  the  palace  to-day."    The 
man  in  the  corner,  whom  Mr.  Bruce  took  for  a 
prieft,  was  this  Tecla  Mariam,  a  fcribe.    Mr. 
Bmce  then  gave  him  a  prefent,  after  which  he 
foon  retired. 

Mr.  Bruce  went  afterwards  to  the  king's  pa- 
lace, and  met  Aylo  and  Heikel  at  the  door  of  the 
prefence-chamber.  Tecla  Mariam  walked  before 
them  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  ;  after  which  Mr. 
Bruce  advanced  and  proftrated  himfelf  upon  the 
ground.  "  I  have  brought  you  a  fervant,"  fayi 
he  to  the  l^ing,  from  fo  diftant  a  country,  that  if 
you  ever  let  him  efcape,  we  (liall  never  be  able  to 
follow  hini,  or  know  where  to  feek  him."  To  this 
the  king  made  no  reply,  nor  did  he  iliew  any  al» 
teration  of  countenance.  Five  people  were  {land- 
ing on  each  fide  of  the  throne,  all  young  men, 
three  oa  his  left,  and  two  on  his  right.  One  of 
thefe,  the  fon  of  Tecla  Mariam,  who  flood  upper- 
moft  on  the  left  hand,  came  up,  and  taking  hold 
of  him  by  the  hand,  placed  him  immediately 
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above  him  ;  when  feeing  Mr.  Bruce  had  no  knife 
in  his  girdle,  he  pulled  out  his  own  and  gave  it  to 
him.  Upon  being  placed,  Mr.  Jjrucc  again  kiU'cd 
the  ground. 

The  ufual  queftions  were  now  put  to  Mr. 
Bruce  about  Jerufaleni  and  the  holy  place— where 
his  country  was?  which  it  was  impoflible  to  de- 
fcribe,  as  they  knew  the  fituation  ot  no  country 
but  their  own — why  he  came  lb  far — whether  the 
moon  and  the  flars,  but  efpecially  .the  moon,  was 
the  fame  in  his  country  as  in  theirs?  and  a  gre;jt 
many  fuch  idle  and  tirelbme  queftions.  He  ha»l 
feveral  times  offered  to  take  his  prefent  from  tlif; 
man  who  held  it,  that  he  might  offer  it  to  hii 
majefty,  and  go  awayj  but  the  king  always  made 
a  (ign  to  put  it  off,  till,  being  tired  to  death  with 
Handing,  he  leaned  againll  the  wall.  Mr.  Bruce 
was  abfolutely  in  defpair,  and  fcarcely  able  to 
fpeak  a  word,  inwardly  mourning  th*  hardnefsof 
his  lot  in  this  his  firft  preferment,  and  lincerely 
praying  it  might  be  his  laft  promotion  in  that 
court.  However,  he  was  at  latt  permitted  to  re- 
tire. 

Mr.  Bruce  next  proceeds  to  give  the  geogra- 
phical divifion  of  Abyffinia  into  provinces. 

Mafuah,  one  of  the  provinces  in  ancient  times, 
was  one  of  the  principal  places  of  refidence  of  the 
Baharnagalh,  who,  when  he  was  not  there  hlm- 
felf,  conftantly  left  his  deputy  or  lieutenant.  In 
fummer  he  refided  for  feveral  months  in  the  ifland 
of  Dahalac,  then  accounted  part  of  his  territory. 
He  w;.s,  alter  the  king  and  Betwudet,  the  perfon 
of  the  greMtellconlideration  in  the  kingdom,  and 
was  invelted  with  fendick  and  nagareet,  the  ket- 
tle-drum and  colours,  marks  of  fupreme  com- 
mand, i  ,r  .  v  -,;.  -;.ii.  >".'. 
r,M',  ■        '           •   ■    .:  t^„    .•      ■  ■'         Tigre 
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Tigr^  18  the  next  provincein  Abyflinia,  as  well 
for  grcatncfs,  as  riches,  power,  and  dignity,  and 
nr.reft  Mafuah.  It  is  bounded  by  the  territory 
ot  tiic  Baharnagafti,  that  is,  by  the  river  Martb 
on  the  eaft,  and  the  Tacazz6  upon  the  weft.  It 
is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  broad, 
from  eaft  to  wtft,  and  two  hundred  from  north 
to  fouth. 

Sire,  a  province  about  twenty-five  miles  broad, 
and  not  much  more  in  length,  is  reckoned  as  part 
of  Tigre  alfo^,  It  loft  the  rank  of  a  province,  and 
was  united  to  Tigre  for  the  mif behaviour  of  one 
6f  its  governors,  in  an  expedition  againft  the 
Sbangalla  in  the  reign  of  Yafous  the  Great. 

After  pafling  the  Tacazze,  the  boundary  bc» 
twcen  Sire  and  Samen,  we  come  to  that  moun« 
tainous  province  called  by  the  latt  name.  A  large 
chain  oi  rugged  mountains,  where  is  the  Jews' 
Kock,  reaches  from  the  fouth  of  Tigre  down  near 
to  WaldUbba,  the  low,  hot  country  that  bounds 
Abyffiniaon  the  north. 

On  the  north-eaft  of  Tigre  lies  the  province 
of  Kogemdcr.  It  borders  upon  Angot'j  but  the 
w  hole  province  now,  excepting  a  few  villages,  is 
conquered  by  the  Galla.  It  has  Amhara,  which 
runs  parallel  to  it,  on  the  fouth,  and  is  feparated 
from  it  by  the  river  Baftiilo.  Both  thefe  pro- 
viiiies  are  bounded  by  the  river  Nile  on  the  weft. 
Jiegemder  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
in  its  greateft  length,  and  fixty  in  breadth,  com- 
prehending Lafta,  a  mountainous  province,  fome* 
times  depending  on  Begemder,  but  often  in  re- 
bellion. 

Begemder  is  the  ftrength  of  Abyflinia  in  horfe- 
men.  It  is  faid,  that,  with  Lafta,  it  can  bring 
out  forty-five  tboufand  men  j  but  this,  as  far'  as* 

M  3  ever 


•I  i' 


126  BRUCB^S   TRAVBLS. 

ever  Mr.  Bruce  could  inform  liimfelf,  is  a  j^rfit 
exaggeration.  They  arc  ext?eeding  good  foklicra 
■when  they  are  plealed  with  their  general,  and  t,hc 
canfe  for  which  they  fight;  olhcrvvifc  tiiey  arc 
cafily  divided,  great  many  private  interefts  being 
continually  kept  alive,  as  it  is  thought  induftri- 
oufly  by  government  itfelf.  Jt  is  well  ftocked 
"with  cattle  of  every  kind,  all  very  beautiful. 
The  mountains  are  full  of  iron  mines  j  they  are 
not  fo  fteep  and  rocky,  nor  fo  frequent,  as  in  other 
provinces,  if  we  except  only  Lalla,  and  abound 
in  all  fort  of  wild  fowl  and  game. 

Amhara  is  the  next  province,  between  the  two 
rivers  Bafliilo  and  Gefhen.  The  length  of  this 
country  from  eaft  to  weft,  is  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles,  and  its  breadth  fomcthing  more  than 
forty.  It  is  a  very  mountainous  country,  full  of 
nobility  J  the  men  are  reckoned  the  handfomcil  in 
Abyflinia,  as  well  as  the  braveft. 

Between  the  two  rivers  Gcilien  and  Samba,  is  a 
low,  unwholefome,  though  fertile  province,  called 
Walaka  ;  and  fouthward  of  that  is  Upper  Shoa. 
This  province,  or  kingdom,  was  famous  for  the 
retreat  it  gave  to  the  only  remaining  prince  of 
the  houfe  of  Solomon,  who  fled  from  the  ma0a- 
cre  of  his  brethren  by  Judith,  about  the  year  nine 
hundred,  upon  the  rock  of  Damo.  Here  the 
royal  family  remained  in  fecurity,  and  incrcafed 
in  number,  for  near  four  hundred  years,  till  they 
were  reftored. 

Gojam,  from  north-eaft  to  fouth-eaft,  is 
about  eighty  miles  in  length,  and  forty  in 
breadth.  It  is  a  very  flat  country,  and  all  in  paf- 
ture;  has  few  mountains,  butthofe  are  very  high 
ones,  and  chiefly  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  to  the 
fouth,  which  river  furrounds  the  province. 

On 
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On  the  fouth-enft  -^f  the  kingdom  of  Go- 
jam  is  Damot.  It  is  i'.oiu  forty  miles  in  length 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  fomething  more  than 
twrnty  in  breadth  from  caft  to  M'cft. 

On  the  other  fide  of  Amid  Amid  is  the  pro- 
vince of  Agov^'s,  bounded  by  thofc  mountains  on 
the  caft  j  by  Bur6  and  Umb:irma,  and  the  country 
of  the  Congas,  on  the  weft ;  by  Damot  and  Gafat 
upon  the  fouth,  and  Dinglcber  on  tlie  north. 

South  from  Dembra  is  Kuara,  a  vtry  moun- 
tainous province  confining  upon  the  P»igan  blacks, 
or  Shangalla,  called  Gongas  and  Guba,  the  Ma- 
crobi  of  the  anrients. 

Nara^  and  Ras  el  Feel,  Tchelga,  ??nd  on  to 
Tcherkin,  is  a  frontier  wholly  inhabited  by  Ma- 
hometans. Its  government  is  generally  given  to 
a  ftranger,  often  to  a  Mahometan  -,  but  one  of 
that  faith  i.<j  always  deputy  governor.  It  is  a  bar- 
ren liripe  of  a  very  hot,  unwholefome  country, 
full  of  thick  woods,  and  fit  only  for  hunting. 
The  inhabitants,  fugitives  from  all  nations,  are 
chiefly  Mahometans,  but  very  bold  and  expert 
horfemen. 

There  are  many  other  fmall  provinces,  wl^ich 
occafionally  are  annexed,  and  fometimes  are  fe- 
paratcd ;  hence  it  is  impoflible  to  give  a  correct 
geographical  view  of  them. 

The  crown  of  Abyilinia  is  hereditary,  and  has 
always  been  To,  in  one  particular  family,  fuppofed 
to  be  that  of  Solomon  by  the  queen  of  the  fouth. 
It  is,  ncverthelefs,  eledive  in  this  line;  and  there 
is  110  law  of  the  land,  or  cuftom,  which  gives  the 
eldeft  fon  an  exclulive  title  to  fucceed  his 
father. 

The  pra(f^ice  has,  indeed,  been  quite  the  con- 
trary.  When,  at  the  death  of  a  king,  his  funs  are 
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old  enough  to  govern,  and,  by  fome  accident,  not 
yet  fent  prifoners  to  the  Mountain  ot'Wechnc, 
where  they  are  educated  and  confined,  then  the 
eldeft,  not  confined,  generally  takes  poflTeflion  of  | 
the  throne  by  the  ftrength  of  his  father's  friends; 
but  if  no  heir  is  then  in  the  low  country,  the 
choice  of  the  king  is  always  according  to  the  will 
of  the  miniller,  which  paffes  for  that  of  the  peo- 
ple 'f  and  his  inclination  and  intereft  being  to  go- 
vern, he  never  fails  to  chufe  an  infant,  whom  he 
.  afterwards  diredts,  during  the  minority. 

From  this  flow  all  the  misfortunes  of  this  un- 1 

happy  coun  try.  This  very  defe6t  ari  fes  from  a  deifire 

to  inllitute  a  more  than  ordinary  perfect  form  of 

government}  for  the  Abyifinians*  firft  pofitioii 

was,  "Woe  be  to  the  kingdom  whofe  king  is  a 

child }"  and  this  they  know  muft  often  happen 

when  fucceflion  is  left  to  the  courfe  of  nature. 

But  when  there  was  a  choice  to  be  made  out  of 

two  hundred  perfons,  all  of  the  fame  family,  all 

capable  of  reigning,  it  was  their  own  fault,  they 

thought,  if  they  had  not  always  a  prince  of  a 

proper  age  and  qualification  to  rule  the  kingdom.! 

But  this  mode  of  reafoning  experience  has  provedj 

fallacious. 

The  king  is  anointed  with  plain  oil  of  olivcjJ 
which,  being  poured  upon  the  crown  of  his  head,! 
he  rubs  it  into  his  long  hair,  indecently  enough,' 
with  both  his  hands. 

The  crown  is  made  in  the  (hape  of  a  prieft'sl 
mitre,  or  head-piecj;  it  is  a  kind  of  helmet,  copI 
vering  the  king's  forehead,  cheeks,  and  neck.  Itl 
is  lined  with  blue  tafFety ;  the  outfide  is  half  goldj 
and  half  lilver,  of  the  moll  beautiful  fiUagrane 
work.  The  king  goes  to  church  regularly,  hill 
guards  taking  poffemon  of  every  avenue  and  doorl 
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through  which  he  is  to  pafs,  and  nobocly  is  al- 
lowed to  enter  with  him,  becaule  he  is  then  on 
foot,  excepting  two  officers  of  his  bedchamber 
who  I'upport  him.  He  kifles  the  thrf  iliold  and 
fide  pofts  of  the  church  door^  the  fteps  before  the 
ahar,  and  then  returns  home:  fometimcs  there  is 
fervice  in  the  church,  fometimes  there  is  not } 
but  he  takes  no  notice  of  the  difTerence.  He 
rides  up-  ftairs  into  the  prefence  chamber  on  a 
mule,  and  lights  immediately  on  the  carpet  be- 
fore his  thrnne ;  and  Mr.  Bruce  has  fometimes 
feen  great  indecencies  committed  by  the  faid 
mule  in  the  prefence  chamber,  upon  a  Perlian 
carpet. 

The  Serach  MafTery,  an  officer  fo  called,  with 
a  long  whip,  begins  cracking  and  making  a  noifc, 
worfe  than  twenty  French  pollillions,  at  the  door 
of  the  palace  before  the  dawn  of  day.  This  chafes 
away  the  hyaena  and  other  wild  bealls;  this,. too, 
is  the  lignal  for  the  king's  rifmg,  who  fits  in 
judgment  every  morning  fatting,  and  after  that, 
about  eight  o'clock,  he  goes  to  breakfaft. 

There  are  fix  noblemen  of  the  king's  own 
chuling,  who  are  called  Laalmaal,  or  gentlemen 
of  his  bedchamber  j  four  of  thefe  are  always  with 
him.  There  is  a  feventh,  who  is  the  chief  of 
thefe,  called  Azelcffa  el  Camifha,  groom  of  the 
robe,  or  ftole.  He  is  keeper  of  the  king's  ward- 
robe, and  the  firll  officer  of  the  bedchamber. 
Thefe  officers,  tiie  black  Haves,  and  fome  others, 
ferve  him  as  menial  fervants,  and  are  in  a  degree 
of  iamiliarity  with  him  unknown  to  the  reil  of 
the  fubjefts. 

When  the  king  fits  to  confult  upon  civil  mat- 
ters of  conlequence,  he  is  ffiut  up  in  a  kind  of 
box  oppofite  to  the  head  of  the  council  table. 
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The  perfons  that  deliberate  fit  at  the  table,  and, 
according  to  their  rank,  give  their  voices,  the 
youngeft,  or  loweft,  officer  always  fpeaking  firtt. 
The  lirft  that  give  their  votes  are  the  fhalaka,  or 
colonels  of  the  houfehold  troops.  The  fecond  are 
the  great  butlers,  men  that  have  the  charge  of 
the  king's  drink.  The  third  is  the  badjerund, 
or  keeper  of  that  apartment  in  the  palace,  call- 
ed the  lion's  houfej  and  after  thefe  the  keeper 
of  the  banqueting  houfe.  The  next  is  called  lika 
magwafs,  an  officer  that  always  goes  before  the 
king  to  hinder  the  prelTure  of  the  crowd.  After 
the  lika  magwafs  comes  the  palambaras;  after 
him  the  fit-auraris  j  then  the  gera  lufmati,  aiid 
the  kanya  kafmati  j  after  them  the  o^kakin  bil- 
letana  geeta,  or  the  under  chamberlain  ;  then  thf. 
fecretary  for  the  king's  commands ;  after  him  the 
right  and  left  azages,  or  generals  ^  after  thertt 
rak  mafleryj  after  him  the  hatha  i  after  him  kaf» 
mati  of  Damot,  then  of  Samen,  then  Amhara, 
and,  laft  of  all,  Tigre,  before  whom  ftands  a 
golden  cup  upon  a  cufhion,  and  he  is  called  Nc- 
brit,  as  being  governor  of  Axum,  or  keeper  of 
the  book  of  the  law  ''appofed  to  be  there. 

After  the  governor  of  Tigre  comes  the  acab 
faat,  or  guardian  of  the  fire,  and  the  chief  eccle* 
fiaftical  officer  of  the  king's  houfehold. 

After  the  acab  faat  comes  the  firft  matter  of 
the  houfehold ;  then  the  betwudet,  or  ras  j  laft 
of  all  the  king  gives  his  fentence,  which  is  final, 
and  fends  it  to  the  table,  from  the  balcony  where 
he  is  then  fitting,  by  the  officer  called  Kal-Hatzc. 

It  is  the  conftant  pra6tice  in  Abyffinia  to  befet 
the  king's  doors  and  windows  within  his  hearing, 
and  there,  from  early  morning  to  night,  to  cry 
for  juHice  as  loud  as  poITible,  in  a  didreiTed  and 
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complaining  tone,  and  in  all  the  diiferent  lan^ 
guages  they  are  roafters  of,  in  order  to  their  being 
admitted  to  haVe  their  fuppofed  grievances  heard. 
In  a  country  fo  ill  governed  as  Abyffinia  is,  and 
fo  perpetually  involved  in  war,  it  may  be  ealily 
fuppoled  there  is  no  want  of  people,  who  have 
real  injuries  and  violence  to  complain  of:  But  if 
it  were  not  fo,  this  is  fo  much  the  conftant  tifage, 
that  when  it  happens,  as  in  the  midft  of  the  rainy 
feafon,  that  few  people  can  approach  the  capital, 
a  fet  of  vagrants  are  provided,  maintained,  and 
paid,  whofe  fole  bufinefs  it  is  to  cry  and  lament, 
as  if  they  had  been  really  very  much  injured  and 
oppreifed  j  and  this  they  tell  you  is  for  the  king's 
honour,  that  he  may  not  be  lonely  by  the  palace 
being  too  quiet.  This,  of  all  their  abfurd  cuf- 
toms,  was  the  moft  grievous  and  troubleforoe  to 
Mr.  Bruce.  Sometimes,  while  he  was  bufy  in  his 
room  in  the  rainy  feafon,  he  was  entertained  with 
a  concert  of  complaints,  fighs,  and  groans  fo  art- 
fully performedi  that  no  ear  c  uld  diftinguifli  but 
that  it  proceeded  from  real  diftrefs.  Mr.  Bruce 
was  often  fo  furprifed  as  to  fend  the  foldiers  at 
the  door  to  bring  in  one  of  the  performers  j  and 
upon  alUng  what  misfortune  had  befallen  him,  he 
would  anfwer  very  compofedly.  Nothing  was 
the  matter  with  him ;  that  he  had  been  ileeping 
all  day  with  the  horfes ;  that  hearing  from  the 
foldiers  at  the  door,  that  he,  Mr.  Bruce,  was  re- 
tired to  his  apartment,  he  ard  his  companions 
had  come  to  cry  and  make  a  noife  under  his  win- 
dow, to  do  him  honour  before  the  people,  for  fear 
he  iliould  be  melancholy,  by  being  alone ;  and, 
therefore,  hoped  that  hs  would  order  them  drink, 
that  they  might  continue  with  a  little  more  fpi- 
rit.  The  violent  anger  which  this  often  put  him 
I      ^  '     '      '   '     ■'      ■    '    into 
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into  did  not  fail  to  be  pun6tually  reported  to  the 
king,  at  which  he  would  laugh  heartily  j  and  he 
himfelf  was  often  hid  not  far  off,  for  the  fake  of 
being  a  fpeftator  of  his  heavy  difpleafure. 

In  various  inftances  there  is  a  fimiiarity  be- 
tween the  political  inftitutions  of  Abyflinia  and 
ancient  Perlia.  In  Abyflinia  it  is  coniidered  as  a 
fundamental  law  of  the  land,  that  none  of  the 
royal  family,  who  has  any  deformity  or  bodily 
defe6t,  ihall  be  allowed  to  fucceed  to  the  crown  j 
and  for  this  purpofe,  any  of  the  princes,  who  may 
have  efcaped  from  the  mountain  of  Wechne,  and 
who  are  afterwards  taken,  are  mutilated  in  fome 
of  their  members,  that  thus  they  may  be  difqua- 
lifted  from  ever  fucceeding.  In  Perfia  the  fame 
was  obferved.  Procopius  tells  us,  that  Zames, 
the  fon  of  Cabades,  was  excluded  from  the  throne 
becaufe  he  was  blind  of  one  eye,  the  law  of  Perfia 
V  prohibiting  any  perfon  that  had  a  bodily  defed  to 
be  elected  king. 

The  kings  of  Abyflinia  were  feldom  feen  by 
the  people.  This  abiurd  ufage  gave  rife  to  many 
abufcs.  In  Perfia  it  produced  two  officers,  who 
were  called  the  king's  eyes,  and  the  king's  ear, 
and  who  had  the  dangerous  employment,  Mr. 
Bruce  means  dangerous  for  the  fubjed,  of  feeinsf 
and  hearing  for  their  fovcreign.  In  Abyflinia  it 
created  an  officer  called  the  king's  mouth,  or 
voice,  who  promulgates  his  decrees  by  faying, 
Hear  what  the  king  fays  to  you,  which  is  the 
ufiial  form  of  all  regal  mandates,  and  what  fol- 
lows has  the  force  of  law. 

The  kings  of  Aby  ffinia  are  above  all  laws.  They 

are  fapreme  in  all  caufes  ecclefiaftical  and  civil : 

the  land  and  perfons  of  their  fubjeds  are  equ?,ll)- 

their   property,   and   every  inhabitant   of  thtir 

'        *  _       king'.i'Vin 


bruce's  travels.  .   131 

kingdom  Is  bom  their  llave  :  if  he  bears  a  higluT  - 
rink  it  is  by  the  king's  gift ;  for  his  neareft  reln- 
lations  are  accounted  nothing  better.     The  fame 
obtained  in  Perlia. 

It  always  has  been,  and  ftill  is,  the  ciiftom  of 
the  kings  of  Abyflinia  to  marry  \\hat  numb(  r  of 
wives  they  chufc  ;  that  thefe  were  not,  hov  r ,  t-r, 
all  queens  J  but  that  among  them  there  w.u  ctic 
who  was  confidered  particularly  as  qne^fj^,  n  id 
upon  Her  head  was  placed  the  crown,  and  !•)<  was 
called  Iteghe.  Thus,  in  Perlia,  wc  read  that ' 
Ahafuerus  loved  Efther,  wdio  had  found  grdcr.  in 
his  fight  more  than  the  other  virgins,  and  he  had 
placed  a  golden  crown  upon  her  head.  Whetlicr 
placing  thfe  crown  upon  the  queen's  head  had  any 
civil  etfedt  as  to  regency  in  Perfia,  as  it  had  in 
Ahyfiinia,  is  what  hillory  does  not  inform  us. 

The  king  of  Abydinia  never  is  (^eAi  to  walk, 
nor  to  fet  his  foot  upon  the  ground,  out  of  his 
[palace:  and  when  he  would  difmount  from  the 
j  horle  or  mule  on  which  he  rides,  he  has  a  fervant 
I  with  a  flool,  who  places  it  properly  for  him  for 
that  purpofe.     He  rides  into  the  anti-chamber  to 
the  foot  of  his  throne,  or  to  the  ttool  placed  in 
the  alcove  of  his  tent.     He  very  often  judges  ca- 
pital crimes  himfelf.     No  man  is  condemned  by 
jthe  king  in  perfon  to  die  for  the  firft  fault,  unlefs 
Ithe  crime  be  of  a  horrid  nature,  fuch  as  parricide 
lor  facrilege.     And,  in  general,  the  life  and  me- 
Irits  of  th«  prifoner  are  weighed  againll  his  im- 
Iniediate  guilt  j  fo  that  if  his  firll  behaviour  has 
pd  more  merit  towards  the  ftate  than  his  prefent 
delinquency  is  thought  to  have  injured  it,  th« 
one  is  placed  fairly  againft  the  other,  and  the  ac- 
cufed  is  generally  abfolved  when  the  fovercien 
judge?  alone.     Darius  had  condemned  Saadoccs, 
Vol,  XIV.  N  qw^. 
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one  of  the  king's  judges,  to  be  crucified  for  cor- 
ruption; that  is,  for  having  given  falfe  judgment 
for  a  bribe.  .  The  man  was  already  hung  up  on 
the  crol's,  when  the  king,  confidering  with  him- 
felf  liow  many  good  fervices  he  had  done,  previous 
to  this,  the  only  offence  which  he  had  committed, 
ordered  him  to  be  pardoned. 

The  Perfian  king,  in  all  expeditions,  was  at- 
tended by  judges.  Six  judges  always  attend  the 
king  of  Abyffinia  to  the  camp,  and,  before  them, 
rebels  taken  on  the  field  are  tried  and  puniilied 
on  the  fpot. 

In  Abyffinia,  when  the  prifoner  is  condemned 
in  capital  cafes,  he  is  not  again  remitted  to  prifon, 
which  is  thought  cruel,  but  he  is  immediately 
carried  away,  and  the  fentence  executed  upon 
him.  Abba  Salama,  the  Acab  Saat,  was  con- 
demned by  the  king  the  morning  he  entered  Gon- 
dar,  on  his  return  from  Tigre,  and  immediately 
hanged,  in  the  garment  of  a  prieft,  on  a  tree  at  the 
doors  of  the  king's  palace.  Chremation,  brother 
to  the  ufurper  Socinios,  was  executed  that  fame 
morning;  Guebra  Denghel,  Ras  Michael's  fon-in- 
law,  was  likewife  executed  that  fame  day,  imme- 
diately after  judgment  J  and  fo  were  feveral  others. 
The  fame  was  the  pra6tice  in  Perfia,  as  we  learn 
from  Xenophon,  and  more  plainly  from  Diodorus. 

The  capital  puniihments,  in  Abyflinia,  are  the 
crofs.  Socinios  lirll  ordered  Arzo,  his  competitor, 
who  had  fled  for  afliftance  and  refuge  to  Phineas, 
king  of  the  Falaflia,  to  be  crucified  without  the 
camp.  We  find  the  fame  punilhment  infli6lcd 
by  Artaxerxes  upon  Haman,  who  was  ordered  to 
be  affixed  to  the  crofs  till  he  died. 

Lapidation,  or  floning  to  death,  is  the  next  ca- 
pital punilhment  in  Abylfinia.    This  is  chiefly 
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Inflicted  upon  ftrangers,  called  Franks,  for  reli- 
gious caufes.  The  Catholic  priefts  in  Abyllinia 
that  have  been  dete6led  there,  in  thefe  latter  days, 
have  been  Honed  to  death,  and  their  bodies  lie 
ilill  in  the  Greets  of  Grondar,  in  the  fquares  or 
warte  places,  covered  with  the  heaps  of  ftone 
which  occafioncd  their  death  by  being  thrown  at 
them.  There  are  three  of  thele  heaps  at  the 
church  of  Abbo,  all  covering  Francil'can  friars. 
Jn  Perlia  we  find,  that  Pagorafus  (according  to 
Ctefias)  was  (loned  to  death  by  the  order  of  the 
king;  and  the  fame  author  fays,  that  Pharnacyas, 
one  of  the  murderers  of  Xerxes,  was  fioned  to 
death  likewife.  But  it  is  unneceflary  to  purfuc 
the  comparifon  between  the  two  nations  farther. 

Among  capital  puniihments,  in  Abyilinia>  may 
be  reckoned  the  plucking  out  of  the  eyes.  This 
is  generally  infli6ted  upon  rebels.  After  the 
ilaughter  of  the  battle  of  Fagitta,  twelve  chiefs 
of  the  Pagan  Galla,  taken  prifoners  by  Ras  Mi- 
chael, had  their  eyes  torn  out,  and  were  after- 
wards abandoned  to  Ibrve  in  the  valleys  below 
the  town.  Several  prifoners  of  another  rank, 
noblemen  of  Tigre,  underwent  the  fame  m!  for- 
tune ;  and,  what  is  wonderful,  not  one  of  them 
died  in  the  operation,  ifor  its  confequences,  though 
performed  in  the  coarfefl  manner,  with  an  iron 
forceps,  or  pincers. 

The  dead  bodies  of  criminals  flain  for  trea- 
fon,  murder,  and  violence,  on  the  highway  at 
certain  times,  are  feldom  buried  in  Abyflinia. 
The  llreets  of  Gondar  are  ftrewed  with  pieces  of 
their  carcafes,  which  bring  the  wild  beads  in 
multitudes  into  the  city  as  foon  as  it  becomes 
dark,  fo  that  it  is  fcarcely  fafe  for  any  one  to 
walk  in  the  night.  The  dogs  ufed  to  bring  pieces 
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of  human  bodies  into  the  houfe  and  court-yard, 
to  eat  them  in  greater  fecurity. 

Notwithftanding  the  Abyliinians  were  fo  an- 
ciently and  nearly  conne6ted  with  Egypt,  they 
never  feem  to  have  made  ule  of  paper,  or  papyrus, 
but  imitated  the  pra6lice  of  the  Perfians,  who 
wrote  upon  fkins,  and  they  do  fo  to  this  day. 
This  arifes  from  their  having  early  been  Jews. 
From  the  great  refemblance  in  cufloms  between 
the  Perfians  and  Abyflinians,  following  the  fa- 
Ihionable  way  of  judging  about  the  origin  of,  na- 
tions, one  lliould  boldly  conclude,  that  the  Abyf- 
linians were  a  colony  of  Perfians  j  but  this  is  very 
well  known  to  be  without  foundation.  The 
cuftoms,  mentioned  as  only  peculiar  to  Perlia, 
were  common  to  all  the  eaft  j  and  they  were  loft 
when  thofe  countries  were  overrun  and  conquer- 
ed by  thofe  who  introduced  barbarous  cufloms  of 
their  own.  The  reafon  why  we  have  fo  much 
left  of  the  Perfian  cuftoms  is,  that  they  were 
written,  and  fo  not  liable  to  alteration.  The 
hiftory  which  treats  of  thofe  ancient  and  poliihed , 
nations  has  preferved  few  fragments  of  their  | 
manners  entire  from  the  ruins  of  timej  while  j 
Abyfllnia,  at  war  with  nobody,  or  at  war  with  it- 
felf  only,  has  preferved  the  ancient  cufloms  which  I 
it  enjoyed  in  common  with  all  the  eaft,  and  which 
were  only  loft  in  other  kingdoms  by  the  invafion 
of  flrangers,  a  misfortune  Abyflinia  has  never  fuf-| 
fered  fince  the  introdu6tion  of  letters. 

The  Abyflinians  neither  eat  nor  drink  withl 
flrangers,  though  they  have  no  reafon  for  this;! 
and  it  is  now  a  mere  prejudice,  becaufe  the  old] 
occafion  for  this  regulation  is  loft.  They  break,! 
or  purify,  however,  every  veffel  a  ftranger  of  anyj 
kind  fhall  eat  or  drink  in.    The  cuftom,  thenrij 
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copied  from  the  Egyptians^  and  they  have  pre- 
ferved  it,  though  the  Egyptian  reafon  does  no 
longer  hold  *. 

The  Egyptians  made  no  account  of  the  mother 
whatever  her  (late  was  j  if  the  father  was  free,  the 
child  followed  the  condition  of  the  father.  This 
is  liri^tly  fo  in  Abyifinia.  The  king's  child  by  a 
negro  flave,  bought  with  money,  or  taken  in  war, 
is  as  near  in  fucceding  to  the  crown,  as  any  one 
of  twenty  children  that  he  has  older  than  that 
one,  and  born  of  the  nobleft  women  of  the  coun- 

The  men  in  Egypt  did  neither  buy  nor  fell  j 
the  fame  is  the  cafe  in  Abyllinia  at  this  day.  It 
is  infamy  for  a  man  to  go  to  market  to  buy  any 
thing.  He  cannot  carry  water  or  bake  bread  j 
but  be  mull  wafli  the  clothes  belonging  to  both 
fexes ;  and,  in  this  fun^ion,  the  women  cannot 
help  him.  In  Abyllinia  the  men  carried  their 
burdens  on  their  heads,  the  women  on  their 
flioulders  j  and  this  difference,  we  are  told,  ob- 
tained in  Egypt.  It  is  plain,  that  this  buying,  in 
the  public  market,  by  women,  mutt  have  ended 
whenever  jealoufy  or  lequeftration  of  that  fex  be- 
gan }  for  this  reafon  it  ended  early  in  Egypt  j 
but,  for  the  oppofite  reafon,  it  fubfitts  in  Abyffi- 
nla  to  this  day.  It  was  a  fort  of  impiety  in  Egypt 
to  cat  a  calf;  and  the  reafon  was  plain,  they 
worlhipped  the  cow.  In  Abyffinia,  to  this  day, 
no  man  eats  veal,  although  every  one  very  willing- 
ly eats  a  cow ;  the  .Egyptian  reafon  no  longer 
lublifts,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  but  the  prejudice 
remains,  though  they  have  forgotten  their  reafon. 

*  This  is  the  cafe  in  all  countries,  that  cuitoms  furvive 
evciu  thi;  knoiivledge  of  their  origin. 
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The  Abyflininns  eat  rto  wild  or  water  fowl,  not 
even  the  goofe,  which'  was  a  great  delicacy  in 
Kgypt.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  that,  upon  their 
couverfion  to  Judaifm,  they  were  forced  to  re- 
linquilh  their  ancient  municipal  cuftoms,  as  far 
as  they  were  contrary  to  the  Mofaical  law  j  and 
the  animals,  in  their  country,  not  correfponding 
in  form,  kind,  or  name,  with  thofe  mentioned  in 
the  Septuagint,  or  original  Hebrew,  it  has  fol- 
lowed, that  there  are  many  of  each  clafs  that 
know  not  whether  they  are  clean  or  not  j  and  a 
wonderful  confufion  and  uncertainty  has  follow- 
ed through  ignorance  or  miftake,  being  unwilling 
to  violate  the  law  in  any  one  inilance  through 
not  underftanding  it. 

Mr.  Bruce  has  mentioned,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
narrative  of  his  journey  from  Mafuab,  that,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  Axum,  he  overtook,  on  the 
way,  three  travellers  who  feemed  to  be  foldiers, 
driving  a  cow  before  themj  and  that  one  of 
them  cut  a  pretty  large  collop  of  flefh  from  her 
buttocks,  after  which  they  drove  her  gently  on  as 
before.  A  violent  out-cry  was  raifed  in  England 
at  hearing  this  circumftance,  which  they  did  not 
hefitate  to  pronounce  impoflTible,  when  the  man- 
ners and  culloms  of  Abyflinia  were  to  them  ut- 
terly unknown.  The  Jefuits,  eftablifhed  in 
Abyllinia  for  above  a  hundred  years,  had  told 
them  of  that  people  eating,  what  they  call  raw 
meat,  in  every  page,  and  yet  they  were  ignorant 
of  this. 

It  muft  be  from  prejudice  alone  we  condemn 
the  eating  of  raw  flefli  ;  no  precept  divine  or  hu- 
man forbids  it;  and  if  it  be  true,  as  later  travel- 
lers have  difoovered,  that  there  are  nations  igno- 
raiU  of  the  iile  of  fjre;  any  law  ngalnft  eating  raw  I 
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fle(h  could  never  have  been  intended  by  God  as 
obligatory  upon,  mankind  in  general.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  certainly  not  clearly  known,  whether 
the  eating  raw  flelh  was  not  an  earlier  and  more 
jreneral  practice  than  by  preparing  it  with  fire. 

Conliftent  with  the  plan  of  his  work,  which 
was  to  defcribc  the  manners  of  the  feveral  nations 
through  which  he  pa  fled,  good  and  bad,  as  he 
obferved  them,  Mr.  Bruce  fays  he  cannot  avoid 
giving  Ibme  account  of  an  Abyiiinian  banquet, 
as  far  as  decency  will  permit  him :  it  is  part  of 
the  hiftory  of  a  barbarous  people  j  and,  however 
he  might  wifli  it,  he  cannot  decline  it. 

In  the  capital,  where  one  is  fafe  from  furprife 
at  all  times,  or  in  the  country  or  villages,  when 
the  rains  have  become  fo  conflant,  that  the  val- 
leys are  no  longer  palfable ;  in  a  word,  when  a 
man  can  lay  he  is  fafe  at  home,  and  the  fpear  and 
lliield  are  hung  up  in  thehall,  a  number  of  people 
of  the  befl  falhion  in  the  villages,  of  both  fexes, 
courtiers  in  the  palace,  or  citizens  in  the  town, 
meet  tocjether  to  dine  between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock.  A  long  table  is  fet  in  the  middle  of  a 
large  room,  and  benches  befide  it  for  a  number 
of  gnefts  who  are  invited.  A  cow  or  bull,  one 
or  morp.  ^s  the  company  is  numerous,  is  brought 
clofe  to  the  door,  and  his  feet  flrongly  tied.  The 
Ikin  that  hangs  down  under  his  chin  and  throat, 
lis  cut  only  fo  deep  as  t©  arrive  at  the  fat  of  which 
it  totally  confifls,  and,  by  the  feparation  of  a  few 
fraall  blood  veflels,  fix  or  feven  drops  of  blood  on- 
ly fall  upon  the  ground.  They  have  no  flone, 
bench,  or  altar,  upon  which  thefe  cruel  aflaflins 
pay  the  animal's  head  in  this  operation.  Mr. 
Bruce  begs  his  pardon  indeed  for  calling  him  an 
laflaflin,  as  he  is  not  fo  merciful  as  to  aim  at  the 
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life,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  keep  the  beaft  alive 
till  he  be  nearly  eaten  up.  Having  fatisfied  the 
Moraical  law,  according  to  his  conception,  by 
pouring  thefe  iix  or  feven  drops  upon  the  groundi 
two  or  more  of  them  fall  to  work  ;  on  the  back 
r>f  the  beall,  and  on  each  fide  of  the  fpine  they 
cut  (kin  deep;  then  putting  their  fingrrs  between 

'  -the  fleib  and  the  Ikin,  they  begin  to  ffrip  the  hide 
of  the  animal  half  way  down  his  ribs,  and  fo  on 
to  the  buttock,  cutting  the  ikin  wherever  it  hin* 
ders  them  commodiouily  to  drip  the  poor  animal 
bare.  All  the  flelb  on  the  buttocks  is  then  cut 
off,  and  in  folid  fquare  pieces,  without  bones,  or 
much  efTulion  of  blood ;  and  the  prodigiovis  noife 
the  animal  makes  is  a  ^gnal  for  the  company  to 

-   fit  down  to  table. 

There  are  then  laid  before  every  gueft,  inftead 
of  plates,  round  cakes,  if  they  may  be  fo  called, 
about  twice  as  big  as  a  pan-cake,  and  fomething 
thicker  and  tougher.  It  is  unleavened  bread,  of 
a  fourifh  tafle,  far  from  being  difagreeable,  and 
very  eaiily  digeded,  made  of  a  grain  called  teff.  It 
is  of  different  colours,  from  black  to  the  colour  of  I 
the  whiteft  wheat  bread.  Three  or  four  of  thefe 
cakes  are  generally  put  uppermoft,  for  the  food 
of  the  pcrfon  oppofite  to  whofe  feat  they  are] 
placed.  Beneath  thefe  are  four  or  five  of  ordina* 
ry  bread,  and  of  a  blackiih  kind.  Thefe  fervel 
the  mafter  to  wipe  his  fingers  upon,  and  after- 
wards the  fervant  for  bread  to  his  dinner.  Twol 
or  three  fervants  then  come^,  each  with  a  fquarcl 
*  piece  of  beef  in  their  bare  hands,  laying  it  upoaf 

■'  the  cakes  of  teff,  placed  like  diihes  down  the  ta-l 
ble,  without  cloth  or  any  thing  elfe  beneatH 
them.  By  this  time  all  the  guefts  have  knives  inj 
their  hands ;  and  their  men  have  the  large  crook-r 
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rd  onrs,  which  they  put  to  all  forts  of  ufes,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  war.  The  women  have  fmall 
clafped  knives,  fu<^h  as  the  worft  of  the  kind  made 
at  Birmingham,  fold  for  a  penny  each.  Tho  com- 
pany are  l"o  arranged  that  one  man  fitsbctwcen 
two  women  j  the  man  with  his  long  knife  ctits  a 
thin  piece,  which  would  be  thought  a  good  beef- 
Heak  in  England,  while  you  fee  the  motion  of 
the  fibres  yet  perfe(!Illy  diftin^t,  and  alive  in  the 
fleOi.  No  man  in  Abyffinia,  of  any  fafliion 
whatever,  feeds  himfelf,  or  touclies  his  own  meat. 
The?  women  take  the  (leak  and  cut  it  length-ways 
like  firings,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  little  finger* 
then  crol's-ways  into  fquare  pieces,  fomething 
fmaller  than  dice.  This  they  lay  upon  a  piece  of 
the  teff  bread,  (Irongly  powdered  with  black 
pepper,  or  Cayenne  pepper,  and  follile  fait  j  they 
then  wrap  it  up  in  teff  bread  like  a  cartridge. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  man  having  put  up  his 
knife,  with  each  hand  refting  upon  his  neigh- 
bour's knee,  his  body  (looping,  his  head  low  and 
forward,  and  mouth  open  very  like  an  idiot,  he 
turns  to  the  one  whofe  cartridge  is  firft  ready, 
[who  fluffs  the  whole  of  it  into  his  mouth,  which 
is  kept  fo  full,  that  he  is  in  condant  danger  of  be- 
ing choked.     This  is  a  mark  of  grandeur.     The 
[greater  the  man  would  feem  to  be,  the  larger 
[piece  he  takes  in  his  mouth  ;  and  the  more  noife 
be  makes  in  chewing  it,  the  more  polite  he  is 
I  thought  to  be.     They  have,  indeed,  a  proverb 
that  fays,  "  Beggars  and  thieves  only  eat  fmall 
pieces,  or  without  making   a   noife."     Having 
difpatchcd  this  morfel^  which  he  does  very  expe- 
jditioully,  his  next  female  neighbour  holds  forth 
another  cartridge,  which  goes  the  fame  way,  and 
jfoon  till  htt  is  fatisfied.     He  never  drinks  till  he 
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has  finiihed  eating ;  and  before  he  begins,  in  gra. 
titude  to  the  fair>ones  that  fed  him,  be  makes 
up  two  fmall  rolls  of  the  fame  kind  and  form; 
each  of  his  neighbours  open  their  mouths  at  the 
fame  time,  while  with  each  hand  he  puts  their 
portion  into  their  mouths.      He  then  falls  io  I 
drinking  out  of  a  large  handfome  horo;  the  la- 
dies eat  till  they  are  fatisfied,  and  then  all  drink ! 
together.     A  great  deal  of  mirth  and  joke  goes  I 
round,  very  feldom  with  any  mixture  of  acrimoDy 
or  ill-humour. 

During  all  this  time,  the  unfortunate  viftimatl 
the  door  is  bleeding  indeed,  but  bleeding  littlie.  As 
long  as  they  can  cut  off  the  flefh  from  his  bones, 
they  do  not  meddle  with  the  thighs,  or  the  parts| 
where  the  great  arteries  arc.    At  laft,  they  fa 
upon  the  thighs  likewife;   and  foon  after  thel 
animal,  bleeding  to  death,  becomes  fo  tough,  that 
the  cannibals,  who  have  the  reft  of  it  to  eat,  find 
very  hard  work  to  feparate  the  flefli  from  thej 
bones  with  their  teeth  like  dogs. 

Although  we  read  from  the  Jefuits  a  great  deal! 
about  marriage  and  polygamy,  yet  their  is  no-l 
thing  which  may  be  averred  more  truly,  thanl 
that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  marriage  in  Abyfli-i 
nia,  unlefs  that  which  is  contracted  by  mutuall 
confient,  without  other  form,  fubfifting  only  tiill 
diflblved  by  diifent  of  one  or  other,  and  to  bel 
renewed  or  repeated  as  often  as  it  is  agreeablej 
to  both  parties.  Mr.  Bruce  remembers  to  hava 
once  been  at  Kofcam  in  prefcnce  of  the  Iteghe, 
when,  in  the  circle,  there  was  a  woman  of  grcatf 
quality,  and  feven  men  who  had  all  been  herf 
hulbands,  none  of  whom  was  the  happy  fpoufeal| 
that  time. 


=,d'i^. 


Uj)o 


BBUCE8  TRAVELS. 


143 


:  begins,  in  grj. 
him,  be  malw 
ind  and  form; 
:  mouths  at  the 
i  be  puts  their 
e  then  falls  to 
le  born  j  the  la- 
1  then  all  drink 
h  and  joke  goes 
ture  of  acrimony 

■tunate  vi6bm  at 
leedinglittip.As 
1  from  his  bones, 
ighs,  or  the  parts 
At  laft,  they  fall 
d  foon  after  the 


Upon  reparation,  they  divide  the  children.  The 
eldeit  Ton  falls  to  the  mother's  fir(t  choice,  and  the 
elded  daughter  to  the  father.    If  there  be  but 
one  daughter,  and  all  the  reft  fons,  fhe  is  aifign- 
ed  to  the  father.    If  there  be  but  one  fon,  and  all 
the  reft  daughters,  he  is  the  right  of  the  mother. 
If  the  numbers  are  unequal  after  the  firft  eledion* 
he  reft  are  divided  by  lot.    There  is  no  fuch  dif- 
indion  as  legitimate  and  illegitimate  children 
rom  the  king  to  the  beggar  j  for  fuppoiing  any 
ne  of  their  marriages  valid,  all  the  iftue  of  the 
e(t  muft  be  adulterous  baftards. 
The  king  in  his  marriage  ufes  no  other  cere- 
ony  than  this :  He  fends  an  azage  to  the  houfe 
here  the  lady  lives,  where  the  officer  announces 
her,  it  is  the  king*s  pleafure  that  ihe  ftiould 
move  inftantly  to  the  palace.    She  then  dreifes 
,  ^erfelf  in   the  beft  manner,  and  immediately 
nes  fo  tough,  "»«Bbeys.    Thenceforward  he  affigns  her  an  apart- 

^°l*V*°r!!!!  »".»««t»»  ^**c  palace,  and  gives  her  a  houfe  el fe- 
"  '^    ^^       '     jjgfg  jn  any  part  {jje  chufes.    Then>  when  he 

>•  ,  .Bakes  her  Itegh6,  it  feems  to  be  the  neareft  re« 

efuits  a  great  a«m,nblance  to  Carriage  j  for,  he  orders  one  of  the 
yet  their  is  "^Idges  to  pronounce  in  his  prefence,  that  he,  the 
more  *  .  ^1  ^J  ?Bng.  has  chofen  his  hand-maid,  naming  her, 
arriage  in  ADym-Bj  j^j^  queen  j  upon  which  the  crown  is  put  up- 
•aaed  by  w^^'^*  her  head,  but  flie  is  not  anointed, 
ubftfting  only  tjThc  crown  being  hereditary  in  one  family,  but 
other,  ^"^^^°^y^]^|eftive  in  the  perfon,  and  polygamy  being  per- 
iled, muft  have  multiplied  thefe  heirs  very 
ch,  and  produced  conftant  difputes,  fo  that  it 
s  found  neccffary  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the 
rchy  and  effulion  of  royal  blood,  which  was 
erwile  inevitably  to  follow.  The  remedy  was 
umane  and  gentle  one,  they  were  confined  in 
ood  climate  upon  a  high  mountain^  s^nd  main- 
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tained  there  at  the  public  expence.  They  are 
there  taught  to  read  and  write,  but  nothing  elfe; 
fevcn  hundred  and  fifty  cloths  for  wrapping  round 
them,  three  thoufand  ounces  of  gold,  which  is 
thirty  thoufand  dollars,  or  crowns,  are  allowed  by 
the  flate  for  their  maintenance.  Thefe  princes 
are  hardly  ufed  3  and,  in  troublefome  times,  often 
put  to  death  upon  the  fmalleit  mifinformation. 
While  Mr.  Bruce  was  in  Abyflinia,  their  revenue 
was  fogrofsly  mifapplied,  that  fome  of  them  were 
faid  .tahave  died  witli  hunger  and  of  co!d,  by  the 
avarice  and  hard-heartednefs  of  Michael  negleft- 
ing  to  furnidi  them  neceHaries.  Nor  had  the: 
king,  as  far  as  ever  Mr.  Bruce  could  difcerii,  that 
fellow-feeling  one  would  have  expected  from  a 
prince  refcued  from  that  very  lituation  himfelf; 
hov/ever  that  be,  and  however  diftrefling  the  fitu- 
ation  of  thpfe  princes,  we  cannot  but  be  fatisfied 
with  it  when  we  look  to  the  neighbouring  king- 
dom of  Sennaar,  or  Nubia.  There  no  mountaini 
is  trufted  with  the  confinement  of  their  princes; 
but,  as  foon  as  the  father  dies,  the  throats  of  all 
the  collaterals,  and  all  their  defcendants,  that  can| 
be  laid  hold  of,  are  cut  j  and  this  is  the  cafe  with 
all  the  black  Itates  in  the  defert  weft  of  Sennaar,] 
Dar  Fowr,  Sele,  and  Bagirma  *. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  military  force  of  this  king- 
dom, great  exaggerations  have  been  ufed.  It  does] 
not  appear,  that  any  ki^ng  of  Abyflinia  ever  com* 
manded  forty  thoufand  etle6tive  men  at  any  time,! 
or  upon  any  caufe  whatever,  exclufive  of  his| 
houfehold  troops. 

Their  ftandards  are  large  (laves,  furmount^l 

*  Can  a  perfon  of  any  feeling  read  this  and  not  blufh  forhu-l 
tnah  nature  ?  Can  he  help  lamenting  that  goverttOi'*  llioulil 
be  i"o  ciud,  or  fubjc^s  fo  tame  .•'  -  '   \ 
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2it  the  top  with  a  hollow  ball  -,  belo'^  this  is  a 
tube,  in  which  the  ftaff  is  fixed  j  and  immedi- 
ately under  the  ball,  a  narrow  ftripe  of  filk  made 
forked,  or  fwallow-tailed,  like  a  vane,  and  fel- 
dom  much  broader.  The  ftandards  of  the  in- 
fantry have  their  flags  painted  two  colours  crofs- 
ways- yellow,  white,  red,  or  green.  The  horfe 
have  all  a  lion  upon  their  flag,  fome  a  red,  fome 
a  (^reen,  and  fome  a  white  lion.  The  black 
horl'e  have  a  yellow  lion,  and  over  it  a  white  ftar 
upon  a  red  flag,  alluding  to  two  prophecies,  the 
one,  ''  Judah  is  a  young  lion,"  and  the  other, 
"  There  Ihal)  come  a  ftar  out  of  Judah." 

The  kings  '^•a'ehold  troops  Ihould  confift  of 
about  eight  ir  *  a  id  infantry,  two  thoufand  of 
which  carry  fu  clocks,  and  fupply  the  place  of 
archers ;  bows  have  been  laid  afide  for  near  a 
hundred  years,  and  are  now  only  ufed  by  the 
Waito  Shangalla,  and  fome  other  barbarous  in- 
confiderable  nations.  Thefe  troops  are  divided 
into  four  companies,  each  under  an  oflScer  called 
Shalaka,  which  anfwers  to  our  colonel.  Every 
twenty  men  have  an  officer,  every  fifty  a  fecond, 
and  every  hundred  a  third  j  that  is,  every  twenty 
Ihave  one  officer  who  commands  them,  but  is  com- 
manded likewife  by  an  officer  who  commands 
jthe  fifty;  fo  that  there  are  three  officers  who 
command  fifty  men,  fix  command  a  hundred, 
and  thirty  command  five  hundred,  over  whom  is 
the  Ihalaka  j  and  this  body  they  call  Bet,  which 
fignifies  a  houfe  or  apartment,  becaufe  each  of 
theai  goes  by  the  name  of  one  of  the  king's 
lapartments.  For  example,  there  is  an  npart- 
|mcnt  called  Anbafa  Bet,  or  the.  lion's  houfe,  and 

regiment  carrying  that  name  has  the  charge  of 
Kt;  and  their  duty  is  at  that  apartment,  or  that 
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part  of  the  palace  where  it  is  J  there  is  another 
called  Jan  Bet,  or  the  elephant's  houfe,  that  givcii 
the  name  to  another  regiment  j  another  called 
Werk  Sacala,  oj:  the  gold  houl'e,  which  gives  its 
name  to  another  corpsj ;  and  loon  with  the  relt. 

There  are  four  regiments,  that  feldom,  if  ever, 
amounted  to  one  tiioufand  fix  hundred  men, 
•which  depend  alone  upon  the  king,  and  are  all 
foreigners,  at  leaft  the  officers  j  thefe  have  the 
charge  of  his  perfon  while  in  the  field.  In 
times,  when  the  king  is  out  of  leading-firings, 
they  amount  to  four  or  five  thou  fa  nd,  and  then 
opprefs  the  country,  for  they  have  great  privi- 
leges.  At  times,  when  the  king's  hands '  aiC 
•weak,  they  are  kept  incomplete,  out  of  fear  and 
jealoufy. 

Before  the  king  marches,  three  procIamiUions 
are  made.  The  lirll  is,  «*  Buy  your  mules,  get 
ready  your  proviiion,  and  pay  ypur  fervants  j  for, 
after  fuch  a  day,  they  that  feek  me  here  ihall 
not  find  me."  The  fecond  is  about  a  week  af- 
ter, or  according  as  the  exigency  is  prelling; 
this  is,  *'  Cut  down  the  kantuffa  inihefoiirj 
quarters  of  the  world,  for  I  do  not  know  where  1 1 
am  going."  This  kantuffa  is  a  terrible  thorn  I 
which  very  much  molefis  the  king  and  nobi- 
lity in  their  march,  by  taking  hold  of  their  long| 
hair,  and  the  cotton  cloiii  t]|ey  are  wrapped  in. 
The  third  and  lall  proclamation  is,  "  1  am  en- 
camjied  upon  the  Atigrab,  or  Kahhaj  he  thatl 
<loes  not  join  me  there,  1  will  chaftife  him  for  I'e- 
ven  years."  Mr.  Bruce  was  long  in  doubt  \vhat| 
this  term  of  leven  years  meant,  till  he  recolltrt- 
cd  the  Jubilee- year  of  the  Jqiws,  w^itb  whom  If- 
yen  years  was  a  prelcriptlon  of  offences,  deb(J,| 
and  all  trefpalffs. 
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Mr.  Bruce  next  proceeds  to  Ipeak  of  the  ilate 
cf  religion  in  Abyflinia,  where  there  are  more 
thnrches  than  in  any  other  country  ;  and,  though 
it  is  very  mountainous,  and  confequently  the 
view  much  obllru^led,  it  is  very  feldom  you  lee 
lefs  t'uftn  five  or  fix  chnn^hesj  and,  if  you  are 
on  a  commanding  gi'ound,  five  times  that  num- 
ber. Every  great  man  that  dies  thinks  he  has 
atoned  for  all  his  wickednefs,  if  he  leaves  a  fund 
to  build  a^churcb,  or  has  built  one  in  his  life- 
time. The  king  builds  many.  "Wherever  a  vic- 
tory is  gained,  there  a  church  is  ereded,  in  the 
very  field  (linking  with  the  putrid  bodies  of  the 
llain.  Formerly  this  was  only  the  cafe  when  the 
enemy  was  Pagan  or  Infidel  j  now  the  fame  i« 
obferved  when  the  vi6tories  are  over  Chriftians. 
The  fituation  of  a  church  is  always  chofen  near 
running  water,  for  the  convenience  of  their  pu- 
rifications and  ablutions,  in  which  they  obf^rvc 
llri(Stly  the  Leviticnl  law.  They  are  always 
placed  upon  the  top  of  fome  beautiful  round 
hill,  which  is  furroundcd  entirely  with  rows  of 
the  oxycedrus,  or  Virginia  cedar,  which  grows 
here  in  great  beauty  :ind  pcrf^Aion,  and  is  called 
Arz.  There  is  nothing  adds  fo  much  to  the 
beauty  of  the  country  as  thefe  churches  and  the 
plantations  about  them.  In  the  middle  of  this 
plantation  of  cedars  is  interfpcrfed,  at  proper  dif- 
tances,  a  number  of  thofe  beautiful  trees  called 
Ciilfo,  which  grow  very  high^  and  are  all  ex- 
tremely pifturefque. 

The  churches  are  all  round,  with  thatched 
roofs ;  their  fummits  are  perfect  cones  j  the  out- 
fide  is  furroundcd  by  a  number  of  wooden  pil- 
lars, which  are  nothing  elfe  than  the  trunks  of 
the  cedar  tree,  and  are  placed  to  fupport  the  edi- 
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fice,  about  eight  feet  of  the  roof  projefting  be- 
yp^  the  wall  &f  the  church,  which  forms  an 
ag^eable  walk,  or  colonade,  around  it  in  hot 
weather,  or  in  rain.  The  infide  of  the  church 
is  in  feveral  divifions,  according  as  is  prefcribed 
by  the  law  of  Mofes.  The  firft  is  a  circle  fome« 
what  wider  than  the  inner  onej  here  the  con- 
gregation fit  and  pray.  Within  this  is  a  fquare, 
and  that  fquare  is  divided  by  a  veil  or  curtain, 
in  which  is  another  very  fmall  divifion,  anfwcr- 
iog  to  the  holy  of  holies.  This  is  lo  narrow* 
that  none  but  the  pried  can  go  into  it.  . 

Every  perlbn  of  both  fexes,  under  Jewifli  dff* 
qualifications,  is  obliged  to  keep  without  the 
precin6ts  of  the  church,  among  the  cedars,  where, 
unlel's  in  Lent,  you  fee  the  greateft  part  of  the 
congregation  ;  but  this  is  left  to  your  own  con- 
fcience  J  and,  if  there  was  either  great  inconve- 
nience in  the  one  fituation,  or  great  fatisfadion 
in  the  other,  the  cafe  would  be  other  wife. 

On  your  firft  entering  the  church,  you  put  off 
your  Aloes ;  but  you  mull  leave  a  fei  vant  there 
with  them,  or  elfe  they  will  be  liolen  by  ihe 
priefts  and  monkL.  At  entering,  you  kifs  the 
threftiold,  and  the  two  door-pofts,  go  in  and  hy 
what  prayer  you  pleafe;  that  finilbed,  you  come 
out  again,  and  your  duty  is  over.  The  churches 
are  full  off  pi6lures,  painted  on  parchment,  and 
nailed  upon  the  walls,  in  a  manner  little  lefs 
ilovenly  than  you  fee  paltry  prints  in  beggarly 
country  ale-houfes.  Sometimes,  for  a  particular 
church,  they  get  a  number  of  pictures  of  faints, 
onlkins  of  parchment,  ready  finillied  froi^i  Cairo, 
in  a  ftylevery  little  fuperior  to  t he fe  perform- 
ances of  their  own.  They  are  plact^d  like  ;i 
frieze,  and  hung  in  the  upper  part  of  the  \valV 
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Jt.  George  is  generally  there  with  his  dragon, 
and  St,  Demetrius  fighting  a  lion.  There  is  no 
choice  in  their  faints  j  they  are  both  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftamcnt,  and  thofe  that  nmight  be 
difpenfed  with  from  both.  There  is  St.  Pontius 
Pilate  and  his  wife  j  there  is  St.  Balaam  and  his 
afs ;  St.  Sampfon  and  his  jaw  bone;  and  fo  of  the 
reft.  But  the  thing  that  furprifed  Mr.  Bruce 
moft  was,  a  kind  of  fqaare  miniature  upon  the 
front  of  the  head-piece,  or  mitre,  of  the  prieft, 
adminiftering  the  facrament  at  Adovva,  reprefent- 
ing  Pharaoh  on  a  white  horfe  plunging  in  the 
lied  Sea,  with  many  guns  and  piilols  fwimming 
upon  the  furfaceof  it,  around  him. 

Nothing  embolfed,  nor  in  relief,  ever  appears 
in  any  of  their  churches;  all  this  would  be  rec- 
koned idolatry;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  pictures 
have  been  ufed  in  their  churches  from  the  very 
earlielt  age  of  ChriHianity. 

The  articles  of  the  faith  of  the  Abyflinians 
have  been  enquired  into,  and  difcufl'ed  with  fo 
much  keennefs,  in  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
that  Mr.  Brace  fears  he  lliould  dilbblige  Ibme  of 
his  readers  were  he  to  pafs  this  fubje£t  without 
notice. 

Their  firft  bilhop,  Frumentius,  being  ordained 
about  the  year  333,  and  inltru6ted  in  the  religi- 
on of  the  Greeks  of  the  church  of  Alexandria,  by 
St.  Athanafius,  then  fitting  in  the  chair  of  St. 
Mark,  it  follows  that  the  true  religion  of  the 
Abyliinians,  which  they  received  on  their  con- 
verlion  to  Chriftianity,  is  that  of  the  Greek 
I  church ;  and  every  rite  or  ceremony  in  the  Abyf- 
finian  church  may  be  found  and  traced  up  to  its 
origin  in  the  Greek  church,  while  both  of  them 
were  orthodox.    Frumentius  preferved  Abyflinia 

O  3  untainted 
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untainted  with  herefy  till  the  day  of  his  death. 
"We  find  from  a  letter  preferved  in  the  works  of 
St.  Athanalius,  that  Conftantius,  the  heretical 
Greek  emperor,  wifhed  St.  Athanafius  to  deliver 
him  up,  which  that  patriarch  lefufed  to  doj  nor 
■was  it  in  his  power. 

i-  Soon  after  this,  Arianifm  and  a  number  of 
other  herelies,  each  in  their  turn,  were  brought 
by  the  monks  from  Egypt  and  infected  the  church 
of  Abyflinia. 

It  was  fettled  by  the  firfl  general  council,  th.it 
one  baptifm  only  was  nex:eflary  for  the  regenera- 
tion of  man^  for  freeing  him  from  the  tin  of  our 
ara  parents,  and  liliing  him  under  the  banner 
of  Chrift. — "  I  confefs  one  baptifm  for  the  re- 
mi  flion  of  fins,"  fays  the  fymbol.  It  was  main- 
tained by  the  Jefuits,  that  in  Abyflinia,  once 
every  year,  they  baptifed  all  grown  people,  or 
adults.  Mr.  Bruce  here  relates  what  he  himfelf 
faw  on  the  fpot. 

The  fmall  river,  running  between  the  town  of 
Adowa  and  the  church,  had  been  daiiMiied  up 
for  fevcral  days;  the  ft  ream  was  fcanty,  fo  that 
it  fcarcely  overflowed.  It  was  in  places  three 
feet  deep,  in  fome,  perhaps,  four,  or  little  more. 
Three  large  tents  were  pitched  here  the  morning 
before  the  feaft  of  the  Epiphany.  About  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  the  monks  and  prietts  met  to- 
gether, and  began  their  prayers  and  pfalmsat 
the  water-fide,  one  party  relieving  each  other. 
At  dawn  of  day  the  governor,  Welleta  Michael,! 
came  thither  with  fome  foldiers,  and  fat  down| 
on  a  fmall  hill  by  the  water  fide.  .;  m-" 

As  foon  as  the  fun  began  to  appear,  three  I 
large  crofles   of  wood   were   carried    by   three 
priefls,  dreifed  in  their  facerdotal  veftnient.s,  and 
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vho,  coming  to  the  fide  of  the  river,  dipt  the 
crofs  into  the  water,  and  all  this  time  the  hring, 
Ikirmilhing,  and  praying,  went  on  together. 
The  pricfts,  with  the  crolfes  returned,  one  of 
their  number  before  them,  carrying  fcmcthing 
lefs  than  an  EngliOi  quart  of  water  in  a  lilver 
chalice  J  when  they  were  about  fifty  yards  Irom 
Welleta  Michael,  that  general  Hood  up,  nnd  the 
prieil  took  as  much  water  as  he  could  hold  in 
Lis  hands,  and  fprinkled  it  upon  his  head,  hold- 
ing the  cup  at  the  fame  time  to  Welleta  Michael's 
mouth  to  taftej  after  which  the  prielt  received 
it  back  again,  faying,  at  the  fame  tin)e,  *'  Gzier 
y'barak,"  which  Is  limply,  *'  May  God  biefs 
you."  Each  of  the  three  crofl'es  were  then 
brought  forward  to  Welleta  Michael,  and  he 
kilVed  them.  The  ceremony  of  fpriiiklipg  the 
waier  was  then  repeated  to  all  the  great  men  in 
the  tent.  Some  of  them,  not  contented  with 
afperfion,  received  the  water  in  the  palms  of  their 
hands  joined,  and  drank  it  there;  more  water 
was  brought  for  thofe  that  had  not  partaken  of 
the  firftj  and,  after  the  whole  of  the  governor's 
company  were  fprinkled,  the  croflTes  returned  to 
the  river,  their  bearers  (inging  hallelujahs,  and 
ikirmilliing  and  firing  continuing*. 

Mr.  Bruce  obfervcd,  that  a  very  little  time  af- 
ter the  governor  had  been  fprinkled,  two  horfes 
and  two  mules,  belonging  to  lUs  Michael  and 
OzoroEfther,  came  and  were  waflied.  After- 
wards the  foldiers  went  in  and  bathed  their 
horfes  and  guns;  thofe  who  had  wounds  bathed 
them  alfo.    Heaps  of  platters  and  pots,  that  had 

•  This  feems  rather  intended  for  luftratlon  or  purification, 
tfeaa  for  the  nte  of  b^ptifir;  properly  fo  calUd. 

been 


If 

m 


ml, 


153  BRUCE'S   TRAVELS. 

been  ufrcl  by  Mahometans  or  Jews,  were  brought 
thither  likcwile  to  be  purified)  and  thus  tho 
whole  ended. 

Mr.  Bruce  faw  this  ceremony  performed  after- 
wards at  Kahha,  near  Gondar,  in  prefence  of  the 
king,  who  drank  Ibme  of  the  water,  and  was 
i'prinkled  by  the  priettsj  then  took  the  cup  in 

.  his  hand,  and  threw  the  rell  that  was  left  upon 
Amha  Yafous,  faying,  "  I  will  be  your  deacon  j" 
and  this  was  thought  a  high  compliment,  the 
pried  giving  him  his  bleHing  at  the  fame  time, 
but  offering  him  no  more  water. 

"  The  Abyfliinians  receive  the  holy  facramcnt  in 
both  kinds  in  unleavened  bread>and  in  tlie  grape 
bruifed  with  the  huik  together  as  it  grows,  I'o 
that  it  is  a  kind  of  marmalade,  and  is  given  in  a 
flat  fpoon ;  whatever  they  may  pretend,  fome 
mixture  feems  neceflfary  to  keep  it  from  fermen- 
tation in  the  (late  that  it  is  in,  unlefs  the  dried 
duller  is  frefli  bruited  juft  before  it  is  ufcd,  for 
it  is  little  more  fluid  than  the  common  marma- 
lade of  confectioners }  but  it  is  perfectly  the 
grape  as  it  grew,  bruifed  ftones  and  Ikin  toge- 
tlier. 

It  is  a  miftake  that  there  is  no  wine  in  Abyfli- 
nia,  for  a  quantity  of  excellent  ftrong  wine  is 
made  at  Dreeda,  fouth-weft  from  Gondar,  about 
thirty  miles,  which  would  more  than  fupply  the 
quantity  neceflfary  for  the  celebration  of  the  eu- 
charift  in  all  Abyflinia  twenty  times  over.  The 
people  themfelves  are  not  fond  of  wine,  and  plant 
the  vine  in  one  place  only  j  and  in  this  they  have 
been  imitated  by  the  Egyptians,  their  colony ;  but 
a  fmall  black  grape,  of  an  excellent  liavour, 
grows  plentifully  wild  in  every  wood  in  Tigre. 

Large 
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Large  pieces  of  bread  are  given  to  the  coni- 
nninicants  in  proportion  to  their  quality  j  and 
Mr.  Bruce  has  ieen  great  men,  who,  though  they 
opened  their  mouths  as  wide  as  couveni<'niIy  a 
man  can  do,  yet,  from  the  relpe^i  the  piled  bore 
lim,  fuch  a  portion  of  the  loaf  was  put  into 
his  mouth,  that  water  ran  from  his  eyts,  from 
the  incapacity  of  chewing  it,  whic!),  however, 
he  tloes  as  indecently,  and  with  lull  as  much 
roife  as  he  eats  at  table. 

After  receiving  the  facrament  of  tlie  encliarift 
in  both  kinds,  a  pitcher  of  wafer  is  brought,  of 
which  the  communicant  drinks  a  large  draught. 
He  then  retires  from  the  ftcps  of  the  inner  divi- 
lion,  upon  which  the  adminiflering  prieft  (lands, 
and,  turning  his  face  to  the  wall  of  the  church, 
in  private  fays  fome  prayer,  with  fecming  decen- 
cy and  attention. 

Mr.  Bruce  finiflies  this  fubje6t  by  an  anec- 
dote that  happened  a  few  months   before   his 
[coming  into  Abydinia,  as  it  was  accidentally  told 
him  by  the  prieft  of  Adowa,  the  vziy  day  of  the 
Epiphany,  and  which  Janni  vouched  to  be  true, 
land  to  have  feen. 

The  Sunday  before  Ras  Michael's  dep'^rtnre  for 

IGondar  from  Adowa,  he  went  to  church  in  great 

pomp,  and  there  received  the  facramf  nt.    There* 

happened  to  be  fuch  a  crowd  to  fee  him,  that  '^'le 

Ivine,  part    of  the    confecrated  eierrirr.ts,   was 

Ithroun  down  and  fpilt  upon  the  (ieps  whereon 

the  C(;mmunicants  flood   at    receiving.      Some 

ftiaw  or  hay  was inftantly  gathered  and  fprinkled 

lupou  it,  to  cover  it,  and  the  communicants  conti- 

jniied  the  fervice  till  the  end,  treading  that  grals 
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This  giving  great  offence  to  JannI,  and  fome 
few  priefts  that  lived  with  him,  it  wns  told  Mi. 
chael,  who,   without  explaining    himfelf,  faid 
only,  **  As  to  the  fa6t  of  throwing  the  hay,  thev 
are  a  parcel  of  hogs  and  know  no  better."    Thelc 
few  words  had  ftuck  in  the  ftomach  of  the  pried 
of  Adowa,  who,  with  great  fe.crecy,  and  as  a 
mark  of  friendfliip,  begged  Mr.  Bruce  would  give 
him  his  opinion  what  he  lliould  have  done,  or 
rather,  what  would  have  been  done  in  his  coun- 
try }  Mr.  Bruce  told  him,  that  the  anfwer  to  his 
queftion  depended  upon  two  things,  which,  bein>r 
known,  his  difficulties  would  be  very  eafily  folv- 
ed.     "  If  you  do  believe  that  the  wine  fpilt  by 
the  mob  upon  the  fteps,  and  trodden  under  foot  I 
afterwards,  was  really  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
5fhen  you  was  guilty  of  a  moft  horrid  crime,  and 
you  iliould  cry  upon  the  mountains  to  cover  yon;| 
and  ages  of  atonement  are  not  fufficient  to  expi- 
ate it,     But  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  believe,  as| 
many  Chriftian  churches  do,  that  the  wine,  not* 
withftanding  confecration,  remained  in  the  ciip| 
nothing  more  than  wine,  but  was  only  the  fym- 
bol,  or  type,  of  Chrift's  blood  of  the  New  Tefta*| 
ment,  then  the  fpilling  it  upon  the  fteps,  and  the 
treading  upon  it  afterwards,  having  been  merely 
accidental,  and  out  of  your  power  to  prevent, 
you  are  to  humble  yourfelf,  and  fincerely  regret! 
ihat  fo  irreverent  an  accident  happened  in  your| 
hands,  and  in  your  timej  but  as  you  did  not  in- 
tend it,  and  could  not  prevent  it,    the  confe- 
qudnce  of  an  accident,  where  inattention  is  ex- 
ceedingly culpable,  will  be  imputed  to  you,  and| 
nothing  farther."  ^  •'  ' ''  < 

The  prieft  declared  to  Mr.  Bruce,  with  tbcl 
greateit  earneflncfs,  that  he  never  did  belit'vel 

that 
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Cbrlli.    He  laid,  however     (.n*^,^  Tl  ^^""^  "^ 
to  be  the  Ron,an  CathSic  foi  L    ^  ^'"""^  "'» 

.;,"<!  the  wine  wa.  wi^er^vei  afteT'  ?'  ''^'^'"'' 
from  this  example,  which  n^.nV""'^"''"'""- 
totally  and  Z  nalthe  fiw"'^"^'"^''  ^<="- 
orcunofity,  it  appears  to  M  P  '""^""galion 
'l.'e  J'-f"i.s  lay,  S  at  leaft  am/"""'.^^"""" 
IMHS  do  not  believe  the  rea  *",•  ^  '^^  ^^y"^' 
.'i"iftj  but  farther  our   ™ir^"^ '"  ">«  n.. 

..ormed  to  give  a  pofitive  oSoV'  '""  """"Sh 

ihe  Abyflinians  arc  n«»    11 
liate  of  ibuls  before  the  re,  ,rr  >"'*"''^  '""'"'  ">e 
The  opinion  whieh  gene  alll    '""  'm  ">.<=  '"«'>'• 
ihereisnothirdflate^bnt/hLPT'''''  "'  •''•« 
,  fk  of  the  thief,  the  fouls  of  ^^'^'"  "■«  ""-n- 
,be«ic  vifiou  itntnediafolyufon    "'V"J°^  ">= 
from  the  body.  But  their  n.S°     "'^  feparatiou 
contradia  this ,  for   'soff""' "'"'  ^^^  both 

f  7  are  given,' and-ptaye^rar:  ?/  "T""  "'"' 

louls  of  thofe  departed  wiwtl.       H""'^  '"■•  "'e 

M  believe  the/ wer^,T,  'rf    !'°"L'* '"'  '^'"'  did 

'«»d,  and  in  po/eflion  ,tf  ,1?^^  '"  ""=  P''«'""«  of 

i.I.yvanti„gLth.^rto,^^^^^^  blifs  p„<ii.    . 

T>e  circumcifiou  of  the   i^  in- 
formed with  a  Iharn  Inifl      ^^y^^'Dians  is  per- 

oration  with  tKu'"!?^""--,  ^■''ere  if  no 
W  of  words,  nor  a  "v,^i;r:°  *""""'"  »'  «peti- 

he  of  the  opera.io  f ,  0  '1  "it  ?'™°"^  "'  "«' 
'cular  age,  and  gene/aHv  :   :       °"^  '''  ^".''  ?=■•- 

hetir^es  with  the  Ifofi-;;   "'«'^.  P"fo"„  it 
fmes  will,  a  knile  c-  n2  r        f  ^  "'"'^'  ^''»»«- 

«'"'  'J-  «mj.  oi-  iK-;,  h,g:;s"''j", "";?':  '-^»- 

^''^^'  **"«  ior  ihis  pur- 
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pofe  they  have  the  nails  of  their  little  fingets  of 

,  an  immoderate  length:  at  the  time  of  the  opera- 
tion  the  prieft  chants  a  hymn,  or  verfe,  imj)ort- 
ing,  *'  Blefled  art  thou,  O  Lord,  who  haft  ordain- 
ed circnmcifion!"  This  is  performed  on  the 
eighth  day,  and  is  a  religious  rite,  according  to 
the  firft  inftitution  by  God  to  Abraham. 

There  is  another  ceremony,  which  regards  the 
women  alfo,  and  which  Mr.  Bruce  calls  incilion. 
This  is  an  ufage  frequent,  and  ftill  retained 
among  the  Jews,  though  pofitively  prohibited  by 
the  law :  "  Thou  {halt  not  cut  thy  face  for  the 

>  lake  of,  or  on  account  of  the  dead."    As  foon  as  a  | 
near  relation  dies  in  Abyffinia,  a  brother  or  pa- 
rent, coufin-german  or  lover,  every  woman  in 
that  relation,  with  the  nail  of  her  little  finger, 
which  Ihe  leaves  long  on  purpofe,  cuts  the  Ikin 
of  both  her  temples,  about  the  fize  of  a  fixpence; 
and  therefore  you  fee  either  a  wound  or  a  fear  in| 
every  fair  face  in  Abyffinia  -,  and,  in  the  dry  feafon, 
when  fche  camp  is  out,  from  the  lofs  of  friends,  I 
they  feldom  have  liberty  to  heal  till  peace,  and  | 
the  army  returns  with  the  rains. 

The  Abyflinians,  like  the  ancient  Egyptians, 
their  firft  colony,  in  computing  their  time,  have  I 
continued  the  ufe  of  the  folar  year.     DiodorusI 
Siculus  fays,  **  they  do  not  reckon  their  time  by 
the  moon,  .but  according  to  the  fun  j  that  thirty  I 
days  conftitute  their  month,  to  which  they  add 
five  days  and  the  fourth  part  of  a  day,  and  this  | 

.  completes  their  year." 

^     It  is  uncertain  whence  they  derive  the  name! I 
of  their  months;  they  have  no  fignittcation  in 
any  of  the  languages  of  Abyffinia.  'The  name  iS\ 

■  the  firit  nioiuh  among  the  old  Egyptians  has  con- 

tinaedl 
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tinuecl  to  this  day.  It  is  Tot,  piobably  fo  ci^llrd 
from  the  iirft  divifion  of  time  among  the  Egyp- 
tians, from  obfervation  of  the  belaical  riiiug  of 
the  dog-ftar. 

The  Aby  flinians  have  another  way  of  defcribing 
time  peculiar  to  themfelves  j  they  read  the  whole  of 
the  four  evangelifts  every  year  in  their  churches. 
They  begin  with  Matthew,  then  proceed  to  Mark, 
Luke,  and  .Tohn^  in  orders  and  when  they  fpeak 
of  an  event,  they  write  and  fay  it  happened  in 
the  days  of  Matthew,  that  is,  in  the  firft  quarter 
of  the  year,  while  the  gofpel  of  St.  Matthew  was 
yet  reading  in  the  churches.  They  compute  the 
time  of  the  day  in  a  ver^'  arbitrary,  irregular 
manner.  The  twilight  is  very  fliort,  almoin  im- 
perceptible, and  was  ttill  more  fo  when  the  court 
was  renjoved  farther  to  the  fouthward  in  Shoa. 
As  foon  as  the  fun  falls  below  the  horizon,  night 
comes  on,  and  all  the  Itars  appear.  This  ternj, 
then,  the  twilight,  they  chofe  for  the  beginning 
of  their  day,  and  call  it  Nagge,  which  is  the  very 
time  the  twilight  of  the  morning  lafts.  The  fame 
is  obferved  at  night,  and  Mefet  is  meant  to  (ig- 
nify  the  inftant  of  beginning  twilight,  between 
the  fun's  falling  below  the  horizon  and  the  ftars 
appearing.  Mid-day  is  by  them  called  Kater,  a 
very  old  word,  which  fignifies  culmination,  or  a 
thing's  being  arrived  at  the  higheft.  part  of  an- 
arch. All  the  reft  of  times,  in  converfation, 
they  defcribe  by  pointing  at  place  in  the  hea- 
vens where  the  fun  then  was,  when  what  they 
were  defcribing  happened. 

Mr.  Brnee  concludes  this  fubje6l  by  obfcrving, 
that  nothing  can   be  more  inaccurate  than  all 
Abyilinian  calculations.     Befidcs  their  abfolute' 
ignorance  in  arithmelic,  their  exccflive  idlcnefs 
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and  averHon  to  ilady,  and  a  number  of  fanciful, 
whimfical  combinations,  by  which  every  particu- 
lar fcribe  or  monk  diilinguiihes  himfelf;  there 
are  obvious  reafons  why  there  Ihould  be  a  varia- 
tion between  their  chronology  and  ours.    The 
beginning  of  our  years  are  different  j  ours  begin 
on  tlie  lirft  of  January,  and  theirs  on  the  I  ft  day 
of  September,  fo  that  there  are  eight  months  dif- 
ference between  us.   The  lall  day  of  Auguft  may 
be  the  year  178O  with  us,  and  1779  only  with  the 
Abyflinians.     And  in  the  roign  of  their  kings, 
they  very  feldom  mention  either  month  or  day 
beyond  an  even  number  of  years,     Suppoling 
then,  it  is  known  that  the  reign  of  ten  kings 
extended  from  fuch  to  fuch  a  period,  where  all 
the  months  and  days  are  comprehended,  when  we 
come  to  aliign  to  each  of  thefe  an  equal  number 
of  years,  without  the  correfpondent  months  and 
days,  it  is  plain  that,  when  all  thefe  feparate 
reigns  come  to  be  added  together,  the  one  fum 
total  will  not  agre^  with  the  other,  but  will  be 
more  or  lefs  than  the  juft  time  which  that  prince 
reigned.    This,  indeed,  as  errors  compenfate  full 
as  frequently  as  they  accumulate,  will  feldom 
amount  to  a  difference  of  above  three  yearsj  a 
fpace  of  time  too  trivial  to  be  of  any  confequence 
in  the  hiftory  of  barbarous  nations. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  narration  of  tranfac- 
tions. 

One  day,  Mr.  Bruce  met  Tecla  Marlam,  the 
king's  fecretary,  who,  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
faid,  with  a  laughing  countenance,  "  O  ho,  I  wifli 
you  joy  J  this  is  like  a  man ;  you  are  now  no 
ttranger,  but  one  of  us ;  why  was  yon  not  at 
court  ?"  Mr,  Bruce  faid  be  had  no  particular 
bulinefs  there^  but  that  he  came  tiiither  to  fee 
i,yi  •    -  '  •    ■         Ayto 
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Ayto  Confu,  that  he  might  fpeak  in  favour  of  Va- 
line, to  get  him  appointed  deputy  of  Ras  el  Feel. 
"  Why  don't  you  appoint  him  yourfelf  r"  fays  he, 
«'  What  has  Confu  to  do  with  the  affair  now  r" 
"  You  are  governor  of  Uas  el  Feel  j  are  you 
not?"  Mr.  Bruce  flood  motionlefs  with  allonifli- 
ment.  *'  It  is  no  great  affair,"  faid  he,  **  and  I 
hope  you  will  never  fee  it.  It  is  a  hot,  unwhole- 
fome  country,  full  of  Mahometans  J  but  its  gold 
is  as  good  as  any  Chriftian  gold  whatever.  I  wilh 
it  had  been  Begemder  with  all  my  heart,  but 
there  is  a  good  time  coming." 

Mr.  Bruce,  after  having  recovered  himfelf  (i 
little  from  his  furprife  at  this  unexpe6ted  appoint- 
ment, went  to  Ayto  Confu,  to  kils  his  hand,  as  his 
fuperior  j  but  this  he  would  by  no  means  futTer 
him  to  do.  A  great  dinner  was  provided  them  by 
the  Iteghe ;  and  Yafine  being  fent  for,  was  appoint- 
ed, clothed,  that  is,  inverted,  and  ordered  immedi- 
ately to  Eas  el  Feel  to  his  government,  to  make 
peace  with  the  Daveina,  and  bring  all  the  horfes 
he  could  get  with  him  from  thence,  or  from  At- 
bara.  The  having  thus  provided  for  Yafine,  and 
fecnred,  as  he  thought,  a  retreat  to  Sennaar  for 
himfelf,  gave  him  the  firlt  real  pleafure  that  he 
had  received  fince  his  landing  at  Mafuah  j  and 
that  day,  feeing  himfelf  in  company  with  all  his 
friends,  and  the  hopes  of  his  country  j  for  the  firft 
time  fince  his  arrival  in  Abyifinia,  he  abandoned 
himfelf  to  joy. 

His  confiitution  was,  however,  too  much  weak- 
ened to  bear  ary  excefles.  The  day  after,  when  he 
went  home  to  Emfras,  he  found  himfelf  attacked 
with  a  flow  fever,  and  thinking  that  it  was  the 
prelude  of  an  ague,  with  which  he  was  often 
tormented,  he  began  taking  bark,  and  lliut  him- 
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felf  Up  in  the  houfe,  upon  his  conftant  regimeft  of 
boiled  rice,  with  abundant  draughts  of  cold  water. 

At  this  time  a  piece  of  bad  news  was  circulated 
at  Gondar,  that  Kafmati  Boro,  whom  the  ras  had 
left  governor  at  Damot,  had  been  beaten  by  Fafil, 
and  obliged  to  retire  to  Stadis  Amba,  near  the 
paflage  of  the  Nile,  at  Mine;  and  that  Fafil,  with 
a  much  larger  army  of  Gaila  than  that  he  h?id 
brought  to  Fagitta,  had  taken  pofTelfion  of  Bure, 
the  ufual  place  of  his  refidence.  This  being  pri- 
vately talked  of  as  true,  Mr.  Brace  aiked  Kefla 
Yafous,  in  confidence,  what  he  knew  of  it.  Upoa 
its  being  confirmed,  he  could  not  difguife  his 
forrow,  as  he  was  convinced  that  unexpefted 
turn  of  affairs  would  be  an  invincible  oblhicle  to 
his  reaching  the  fource  of  the  Nile,  *'  You  arc 
miftaken,"  fays  Kefla  Yafous,  it  is  the  bed  thin» 
that  could  happen  to  you.  Why  you  defire  to 
fee  thofe  places  I  do  not  knowj  but  this  I  am 
fure  of,  you  will  not  arrive  there  with  any  de- 
gree of  fafety  while  Fafil  commands.  He  is  as 
perfe^  a  Gaila  as  ever  forded  the  Nile  ;  he  has 
neither  word,  nor  oath,  nor  faith  that  can  bind; 
he  does  mifchief  for  mifchief's  fake,  and  then 
laughs  at  it." 

After  Fafil's  defeat  at  Fagitta,  another  very 
obftinatc  battle  was  fought  at  Banja,  in  which 
the  Agows  were  entirely  defeated  by  Fafil,  feveii 
of  their  chiefs  killed,  all  men  of  great  confe- 
quence,  among  whom  was  Ayamico,  a  very  near 
relation  of  the  king.  The  news  were  firft  brought 
by  a  fon  of  Nanna  Georgis,  chief  of  the  Agows, 
who  efcaped  from  the  battle.  Michael  was  at 
dinner,  and  Mr.  Bruce  was  prefent.  It  was  one 
of  his  caroufals  for  the  marriage  of  PowuiTen, 
when  young  Georgis  came  into  the  room,  in  a 
■ .  w   -  ._  torn 
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torn  iind  dirty  habit,  unattended,  and  almod  un- 
perceived,  and  prefented  himldf  at  the  foot  of 
the  table.  Michael  had  then  in  his  hand  a  cup 
of  gold,  it  being  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  go- 
vernor of  theprovinceof  Tigre  to  drink  out  of  fuch 
a  cup;  it  was  full  of  wine;  before  a  word  was 
fpoken,  and,  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  the  man, 
he  threw  the  cup  and  wine  upon  the  ground,  and 
cried  out,  *  lam  guilty  of  the  death  of  thefe  people.* 
Kvery  one  arofe,the  table  was  removed,  and  Geor- 
gis  told  his  misfortune,  that  Nanna  Georgis,  his 
father,  Zeegam  Georgis,  the  next  in  rank  among 
them,  Aymico,  the  king's  relation,  and  four  other 
chiefs,  were  llain  at  Banja,  and  their  race  nearly 
extirpated  by  a  victory  gained  with  much  blood- 
Ihed,  and  after  cruelly  purfued,  in  retaliation  for 
that  of  Fagitta. 

A  council  was  immediately  called,  where  it 
was  refolved,  that,  though  the  rainy  feafon 
was  at  hand,  the  utmoft  expedition  Ihould  be 
made  to  take  the  field ;  that  GuOio  and  Po- 
wuflen  fliould  return  to  their  provinces,  and  in-^ 
creafe  their  army  to  the  utmoll  of  their  power; 
that  the  king  ihould  take  the  low  road  by  Foggora 
and  Dara,  there  to  join  the  troops  of  Begemder 
and  Amhara,  crofs  the  Nile  at  the  mouth  of  the 
lake,  above  the  fecond  catara6t,  and  march  thence 
ftraight  to  Bure,  which,  by  fpeedy  marches,  might 
hfi  done  in  five  or  lix  days.  No  refolution  was  ever 
embraced  with  more  alacrity  ;  the  caufe  of  the 
Agows  was  the  caufe  of  Gondar,  or  famine  would 
d(c  immediately  follow.  The  king's  troops  and 
thofe  of  Michael  were  all  ready,  and  had  juft 
refrelhed  thcmfelves  by  a  week's  feftivity. 

Gulho  and  Powuflen,  after  having  fworn  to 
Michael  that  they  never  would  return  without 
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Fafil's  head,  decamped  next  morning  with  ver^ 
different  intentions  in  their  iiearts;  fornofooner 
had  they  reached  Begemder  than  they  entered 
into  a  confpiracy  in  form  againll  Michael,  which 
they  had  long  meditated  j  they  had  refolvcd  to 
make  peace  with  Fafil,  and  fwear  with  him  a 
folemn  league,  that  they  were  but  to  have  one 
caufe,  one  council,  and  oneintereft,  till  they  had 
deprived  Michael  of  his  life  and  dignity. 

All  this  time  Mr.  Bruce  found  himfelf  declin- 
ing in  health,  to  which  the  irregularities  of  the 
laft  week  had  greatly  contributed.  The  king 
and  ras  had  fufhciently  provided  tents  and  con- 
veniences for  him,  yet  he  wanted  to  conttrnft  for 
himfelf  a  tent,  with  a  large  flit  in  the  roof,  that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  obferva- 
tions  with  his  quadrant,  without  being  inquiete'd 
by  troublefome  or  curious  vifiters.  He  therefore 
obtained  leave  from  the  king  to  go  to  Emfras,  a 
town  about  twenty  miles  fouth  from  Gondar, 
where  a  number  of  Mahometan  tent-makers 
lived.  Guflio  had  a  houfe  there,  and  a  pleafant 
garden,  which  he  very  willingly  gave  Mr.  Bruce 
the  ufe  of,  with  this  advice,  however,  which,  at 
the  time,  he  did  not  underftand,  rather  to  go  on 
to  Amhara  with  him,  for  he  would  there  fooner 
recover  his  health,  and  be  more  in  quiet,  than 
with  the  king  or  Michael. 

After  having  taken  his  leave  of  the  king  and 
the  ras,  he  paid  the  fame  compliment  to  the  Iteg- 
he  at  Kofcam.  That  excellent  princefs  endea- 
voured much  to  difluade  Mr.  Bruce  from  leaving 
Gondar.  She  treated  the  intention  of  going  to 
the  fource  of  the  Nile  as  a  fantaliical  folly,  un- 
worthy of  any  man  of  fenfe  or  underftanding,  and 
very  earneftly  advifed  him  to  Hay  under  her  pro- 
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tf^ion  at  Kofcam,  till  he  faw  whetlier  Ras  Mi' 
chad  and  the  king  would  return,  and  then  take 
thefirrt  good  opportunity  of  returning  to  his  own 
country  through  Tigre,  the  way  that  he  came, 
before  any  evil  iliould  overtake  him. 

Mr.  Kruce  exculed  himfelf  the  beft  he  could. 
It  was  not  eafy  to  do  it  with  any  degree  of  con- 
viftion,  to  people  utterly  unlearned,  and  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  prejudice  of  ages  in  favour 
of  the  attempt  he  was  engaged  in.  He  therefore 
turned  the  difcourfe  to  profeflions  of  gratitude 
for  benefits  that  he  had  every  day  received  fiom 
her,  and  for  the  very  great  honour  that  Ihe  then 
did  him,  when  {h6  condefcended  to  teftify  her 
anxiety  concerning  the  fate  of  a  poor  unknown 
traveller  4ike  him,  who  could  not  poffibly  have 
any  merit  but  what  arofe  from  her  own  gracious 
and  generous  fentiments,  and  univerlal  charity, 
that  extended  to  every  obje«5t,  in  proportion  as 
they  M'ere  helplefs. 

Gondar,  the  metropolis  of  Abyflinia,  is  (ituated 
upon  a  hill  of  confiderable  height,  the  top  of  it 
nearly  plain,  on  which  the  town  is  placed.  Jt 
confifts  of  about  ten  thoufand  families  in  times 
of  peace  J  the  honfes  are  chiefly  of  clay,  the  roofs 
thatched  in  the  form  of  cones,  which  is  always 
the  con t^ru6tion  within  the  tropical  rains.  On 
the  weft  end  of  the  town  is  the  king's  houfe,  for- 
merly a  ftru^lure  of  confiderable  confequence. 
Great  part  of  it,  however,  is  now  in  ruins,  having 
been  burnt  «t  different  times  J  but  there  is  ftiii 
ample  lodging  in  the  two  lovvcll  floors  of  it, 
the  audience-chamber  being  above  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  long. 

Gondar,  by  a  number  of  obfervations,  ftands  in 

latitudes  12  deg,  34  min.  30  fee.  and  its  longi- 
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tudc  is  37  Jeg.  33  mill.  0  fee.  call  of  the  racridiin 
of  Greenwich. 

On  the  4th  of  April  1770,  at  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  Mr.  Bruce  fet  out  from  Gondar,  and 
the  next  day  he  arrived  at  Emfras,  after  a  ve^ 
plcafant  though  not  intcrcfting  excurfion.  The 
town  is  fituated  on  a  deep  hill,  and  the  way  up 
to  it  is  almolt  perpendicular,  like  the  afccnt  of  a 
ladder.  The  houfes  are  all  placed  about  the 
middle  of  the  hill,  fronting  the  welt,  in  number 
about  three  hundred.  Above  thefe  houfes  arc 
gardens,  or  rather  fields,  full  of  trees  and  buihes, 
without  any  fort  of  order,  up  to  the  very  top. 
Emfras  commands  a  view  of  the  whole  lake  of 
Tzana,  and  part  of  the  country  on  the  other  fide. 
It  was  once  a  royal  refidence. 

The  lake  of  Tzana  is  much  the  largeft  expanfc 
of  water  known  in  that  country.  Its  extent,  how- 
ever, has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  Its  greateft 
breadth  is  thirty-five  miles;  but  it  decreales 
greatly  at  each  extremity,  where  it  is  not  fome- 
times  above  ten  miles  broad:  its  greatell  length 
is  forty-nine  miles  from  north  to  louth.  In  the 
dry  months,  from  Odober  to  March,  the  lake 
Ihrinks  greatly  in  fizej  but  after  that,  all  thofe 
rivers  are  full  which  are  on  every  fide  of  it,  and 
fall  into  the  lake,  like  radii  drawn  to  a  centre, 
then  it  fwells,  and  extends  itfelf  into  the  plain 
country,  and  has  of  courfe,  a  much  larger  furface. 

On  the  lith  of  May,  our  travellers  heard  the 
king  had  marched  to  Tedda,  and  on  the  I5th,  they 
h«ard  the  king's  kettle-drums.  Forty- five  of 
thel'e  inftruments  conllantly  go  before  him,  beat- 
ing all  the  way  while  he  is  on  his  march. 

On  the  14th,  at  day-break,  Mr.  Bruce  mounted 
his  hoife;  with  all  his  men-fervants.  Early  as  it 
\    ..  -      was, 
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vas,  the  king  was  then  in  council,  and  Rus  Mi- 
chael, who  had  his  advifers  aflembh  d  alfo  in  his 
tent,  had  juft  left  it  to  go  to  the  king's.  There 
was  about  five  hundred  yards  between  their  tents, 
anda  free  avenue  is  confiantly  left,  in  which  it  is 
a  crime  to  ftand,  or  even  to  crofs,  unlefs  for  paf- 
fengers  from  the  one  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Bruce  now  took  the  advantage  to  pay  a  vi- 
fit  to  the  great  cataract  of  Alata.  The  firft  thing 
our  traveller  was  fliewn  was  the  bridge,  which 
confjfts  of  one  arch  of  about  twenty- tive  feet 
broad.  Fragments  of  the  parapets  remained,  and 
the  bridge  itfelf  feemed  to  bear  the  appearance 
of  frequent  repairs,  and  many  attempts  to  ruin 
it;  otherwife,  in  its  conftru6tion  it  was  exceed- 
ingly commodious.  The  Nile  here  is  confined 
between  two  rocks,  and  runs  in  a  deep  trough, 
with  great  roaring  and  impetuous  velocity.  They 
were  told  no  crocodiles  were  ever  feen  fo  high, 
and  were  obliged  to  remount  the  fiream  above 
half  a  mile  before  they  came  to  the  cataract, 
through  trees  and  bullies  of  a  beautiful  and  de- 
liglitful  appearance.  » 

The  cataraft  itfelf  was  the  mo(^  magnificent 
light  that  Mr.  Bruce  ever  beheld.  The  height  hrs 
been  rather  exaggerated.  The  miffionaries  fay  the 
fall  is  about  fixtcen  ells,  or  fifty  feet.  The  mea- 
fi'iing  is,  indeed,  very  difFicull;  but,  by  tliepoii- 
tion  of  long  flicks,  and  polesof  diftcient  lengths, 
at  difl^erent  heights  of  the  rock,  froi-'  the  water's 
e«ige,  Mr.  Bruce  thinks  he  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  it  is  nearer  forty  feet  than  any  other  mea- 
luie.  The  river  had  been  confiderably  increafed 
by  rains,  and  fell  in  one  iheet  of  w:^ier,  v.ithout 
any  interval,  above  half  an  Eugliili  mile  in 
breadth,  wiih  a  force  and  noife  in^it  was  truly 
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terrible,  and  which  ftunned,  and  made  Iiim,  fort 
tiint*,  perfectly  dizzy.  A  thick  fume,  or  haze,  co- 
vered the  fall  all  round,  and  hung  over  the  couiTe 
of  the  llream  both  above  and  below,  marking  its 
track,  though  the  water  was  not  Ceen.  The  rivcr» 
though  fwclled  with  rain,  preferved  its  natural 
clearnefs,  and  fell  as  far  as  he  could  difcern,  into 
a  deep  pool  or  baibn,  in  the  folid  rock,  and  in 
twenty  ditfercnt  eddies  to  the  very  foot  of  the 
precipice;  the  ftream,  when  it  fell,  fceming  part 
of  it  to  run  back  with  great  fury  ujmn  the  rock, 
as  well  as  forward  in  the  line  of  its  courfe, 
raifing  a  wave,  or  violent  ebullition,  by  chafing 
againd  each  other. 

Jerome  Lobo  pretends,  that  he  has  (lit  under  the 
carve,  or  arch,  made  by  the  proje6tile  force  of  the 
water  rulhing  over  the  precipice.  This,  however, 
Mr.  Bruce,  without  hefitation,  avers  to  be  a  down- 
riglit  falfehood  ;  as  a  deep  pool  of  water  reaches 
to  the  very  foot  of  the  rock,  and  is  in  perpetual 
agitation.  Now,  allowing  that  there  was  a  feat, 
or  bench,  which  there  is  not,  in  the  middle  of 
the  pool,  it  is  abfolutely  impolTible  for  any  cxer<» 
tion  of  human  (Irength,  to  have  arrived  at  it. 
The  fight  was  fo  magnificent  that  ages,  added  to 
the  greateft  length  of  human  lifs,  would  not  de- 
face or  eradicate  it  from  Mr.  Bruce's  memory  j  it 
l^ruck  him  with  a  kind  of  ftupor,  and  a  total  obli- 
vion of  where  he  was,  and  of  every  other  fublunary 
concern.  It  was  one  of  the  moft  fublime  and  ftu- 
pendous  fights  in  the  creation,  though  degraded 
and  vilified  by  thelics  of  a  groveling  fanatic  peafant. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  our  trav*illers  were  all 
equally  defirous  to  refume  their  journey.  They 
fet  out  accordingly  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
alcending  fome  hills  covered  with  trees  aud  Ihrubs 
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of  inexprefTible  beauty,  and  many  of  rxtraordina- 
ry  fragrance.  They  conlinuwl  afcending  about 
three  miles,  till  they  came  to  the  top  of  the  ridge 
V'lthin  light  of  the  lake.  As  they  rofe>  the  hilli 
became  more  bare  and  lefs  beautiful. 

After  Mr.  Bruce  had  palVed  the  Nile,  he  found 
himfelf  more  than  ordinarily  dcprelVcd  j  his  fpi- 
rits  were  funk  almod  to  a  degree  of  defpondency, 
and  yet  nothing  had  happened  lince  that  period 
more  than  was  expedted  before.  This  painful 
fituation  of  mind  continued  at  night  while  he 
was  in  bed.  The  raihnefs  and  imprudence  with 
vhich  he  had  engaged  himfelf  in  fo  many  dangers 
without  any  necellity  for  fo  doing  3  the  little 
profpe^t  of  his  being  ever  able  to  extricate  him- 
felf out  of  them,  or,  even  if  he  loft  his  life,  of  the 
account  being  conveyed  to  his  friends  at  home, 
jQlled  his  imagination  with  what  he  had  heard 
other  people  call  the  horrors,  the  moft  difagreta- 
ble  fenfation  he  ever  was  confcious  of,  and  which 
he  then  felt  for  the  lirft  time.  Impatient  of  fuf- 
faring  any  longer,  he  leaped  out  of  bed,  and  went 
to  the  door  of  the  tent,  where  the  outward  air 
perfeAly  awakened  him,  and  reftored  his  l^rength 
and  courage.  It  was  then  near  four  in  the  morn- 
lug  of  the  25th.  He  called  upon  his  compani- 
ons, happily  buried  in  deep  fleep,  as  he  was  delir- 
ous,  if  poHible,  to  join  the  king  that  day. 

A  little  before  nine  they  heard  a  gun  fired, 
which  gave  them  Jbme  joy,  as  the  army  feemed 
not  to  he  far  off  j  a  few  minutes  after,  they  heard 
ffveral  dropping  fliots ;  and,  in  lefs  than  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour's  time,  a  general  firing  began  from 
right  to  left,  \^hich  ceafed  for  an  inllant,  and 
then  was  heard  again  as  fmart  as  ever ;  about 
the  occafiop  cf  which  they  were  divided  in  opi- 
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nion.  The  firing  continued  much  in  the  fjime  wa/, 
lutber  flacker,  but  appaicntly  advancing  nearer 
tliem  ;  a  lure  lign  that  tlieir  army  was  beaten  and 
retreating.  They,  therefore,  made  themfelves  rea- 
dy, and  mounted  on  horfeback  that  they  might 
join  them. 

They  had  not  gone  far  in  the  plain  before  they 
had  a  fight  of  the  enemy,  to  their  very  great  fur- 
prife  and  no  fmall  comfort.  A  multitude  of  deer, 
buffaloes,  boars,  and  various  other  wild  beafts, 
had  been  alarmed  by  the  noife  and  daily  advanc- 
ing of  the  army,  and  gradually  driven  before 
them.  The  country  was  all  overgrown  with 
wild  oats,  a  great  many  of  the  villages  having 
been  burnt  the  year  before  the  inhabitants  had 
abandoned  them :  in  this  fhelter  the  wild  beads 
had  taken  up  their  abodes  in  very  great  numbers. 
Finding  men  in  every  dirc6tion  in  which  they  at- 
tempted to  pafs,  they  became  defperate  with  fearj 
and,  not  knowing  whac  courfe  to  take,  fell  a  prey 
to  the  troops.  The  foldieis,  happy  in  an  occafion 
of  procuring  animal  food,  prefently  fell  to  firing 
wherever  the  beafts  appeared  j  every  loaded  gun 
was  difcharged  upon  them,  and  this  continued 
for  very  near  an  hour. 

The  king  and  Ras  Michael  appeared  to  be  in 
the  moft  violent  agitation  of  mind  j  though  the 
caufe  was  before  tiieir  eyes,  yet  the  word  went 
about  that  Woodage  Afahel  had  attacked  the  ar- 
my J  and  this  occafioned  a  great  panic  and  difor- 
derj  for  every  body  was  convinced  with  realon 
that  he  was  not  far  off.  The  firing,  however, 
continued,  the  balls  flew  about  in  every  direc- 
tion J  fome  few  were  killed^  and  many  people 
and  horfes  were  hart;  Hill  they  fired,  and  Ras 
Michael,  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  crying,  threaten- 
axid  tearing  his  grey  lock^,  found  for  a  few 
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minutes,  the  army  was  not  under  Iiis  rommand. 
At  this  inflant,  Kafmati  Netcho,  whofe  fit-ann^- 
ris  had  fallen  back  on  his  front,  ordered  his  ket- 
tle drums  to  be  beat  before  he  arrived  in  the 
]ting's  prefence  J  and  this  being  heard,  without  it 
being  known  generally  who  they  were,  occafion- 
ed  another  panic.  The  king,  however,  ordered  \u^ 
tent  to  be  pitched,  his  ftandard  to  be  fet  up,  and 
his  drums  to  beat,  when  the  firing  immediately 
ccafed.  But  it  was  a  long  while  before  all  the 
army  could  believe  that  Woodage  Afahel  had  not 
been  engaged  with  fome  part  of  it  that  day.  Mr. 
Bruce  coming  up  with  the  army,  he  alked  one 
of  the  generals,  whither  they  were  now  marching  ? 
He  laid,  that  as  foon  as  the  news  of  the  confpi- 
racy  was  known,  a  council  was  held,  where  it 
\vas  the  general  opinion  they  iliould  proceed 
brilkly  forward,  and  attack  Faiil  alone  at  Ruiv., 
then  turn  to  Gondar,  to  meet  the  other  two  j  hut 
then  hearing  that  great  rains  had  fallen  to  the 
ibuthward,  which  had  fwollcn  the  rivers,  there 
would  be  great  danger  in  meeting  Fafil  with  an  ar- 
my fpent  and  fatigued  with  the  ditficulty  of  the 
roads.  It  was,  therefore,  determine^?  that  they 
fliould  keep  their  army  entire  for  a  better  day,  and 
immediatelv  crofs  the  Nile,  and  march  back  to 
(jondar ;  that  they  had  accordingly  wheeled 
ibont,  and  that  day  was  the  firft  of  their  proceed- 
ing, which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  accident 
of  the  firing. 

On  the  26*\i  of  May,  early  in  the  morning,  the 
army  marched  towards  the  Xilc.  In  the  after- 
noon they  encamped,  between  two  and  throe  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Coga. 

Next  morning  they  left  thc^ivcr  Coga,  march- 
ing down  upon  the  Nile,  and  palled  tiie  church 
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of  Mariam  Net.  Here  the  fuperior,  attended  by 
about  fifty  of  his  monks,  came  In  prcceflion  to 
welcome  Ras  Michael  j  but  he,  having  received 
fome  intelligence  of  iil-offices  the  people  of  this 
quarter  had  done  to  the  Agows  by  Fafil's  direc- 
tion, ordered  the  church  to  be  plundered,  and 
took  the  fuperior  and  two  of  the  monks  away 
with  him  to  Gondar;  while  feveral  of  the  others 
were  killed  and  wounded,  without  provocation, 
by  the  foldiers. 

They  arrived  about  four  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  and  took  polTeirion  in  a  line  of  about  fix 
hundred  yards  of  ground.  From  the  time  they 
decamped  from  Coga,  it  poured  incefTantly  the 
raoft  continued  rain  they  ever  had  yet  feen,  vio- 
lent claps  of  thunder  followed  clofe  one  upon  an- 
other, almoll  without  interval,  accompanied  with 
Iheets  of  lightning,  which  ran  on  the  ground  like 
water  J  the  day  was  more  than  commonly  dark, 
as  in  an  eclipfe,  and  every  hollow,  or  foot-path, 
colle6ted  a  quantity  of  rain,  which  fell  into  the 
Nile  in  torrents. 

The  A.byffiniaii  armies  pafs  the  Nile  at  all  fea- 
fons  J  yet  the  fight  of  fuch  a  monftrous  mafs  of 
water  terrified  Mr.  Bruce,  and  made  him  think 
the  idea  of  crofijng  would  be  laid  afide.  It  was 
plain  in  the  face  of  every  one,  that  they  gave 
themfelves  over  for  lolt;  an  univcrfal  dejedion 
had  taken  place,  and  it  was  but  too  vifible  that  the 
army  was  defeated  by  the  weather,  without  hav- 
ing feen  an  enemy,  The  Greeks  crowded  around 
Mr.  Bruce  all  i^^rlorn  and  defpairing,  curfiiig  the 
hour  they  had  firllen  tered  that  country,  and  follo\v- 
ing  thefe  curfes  with  fervent  prayers,  where  fear 
held  the  place  of  do^  jtion.  A  cold  and  brilk  gale, 
Uywcver^  {ggn  fpraug  up,  with  a  clear  funj  and 
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thefft  temporary  torrents  all  fubfided,  and  the 
ground  again  began  to  become  dry. 

Netcho,  Ras  Michael's  fit-auraris,  with  about 
four  hundred  men,  had  paflTed  in  the  morning, 
and  had  fent  back  word  to  the  king,  that  his  men 
bad  pafled  fwimming,  and  with  very  great  diffi- 
culty) thAt  he  doubted  whether  the  horfes,  or 
loaded  itiules,  could  crofs  at  any  rate ;  but  if  it 
were  refolved  to  make  the  trial,  theyflioulddo  it 
immediately,  without  (laying  tiH  the  increafe  of 
the  river.  Infleadj  therefore,  of  felling  there  that 
night,  it  was  refolved  that  the  horfe  Ihould  crofs 
immediately. 

The  firft  who  pafTed  was  a  young  man,  a  rela- 
tion of  the  king;  he  walked  in  with  great  cau- 
tion, marking  a  track  for  the  king  to  pafs.  He 
had  gone  upon  rather  folid  ground,  about  twice 
the  length  of  his  horfe,  when  he  plunged  out  of 
his  depth,  and  fwam  to  the  other  fide.  The  king 
followed  him  immediately  with  a  great  degree  of 
hafte,  Ras  Michael  calling  to  him  to  proceed  with 
caution,  but  without  fuccefs.  Afterwards  came 
the  old  ras  on  his  mule,  with  fevcral  of  his  friends 
•fwimming  both  with  and  without  their  horfes  on 
each  fide  of  him,  in  a  manner  truly  wonderful. 
As  foon  as  thefe  were  fafely  ailiore,  the  king's 
boufehold  and  black  troops,  and  Mr.  Bruce  with 
them,  advanced  cautioufly  into  the  river,  and 
fwam  happily  over,  in  a  deep  ftream  of  reddiih- 
coloured  water  which  ran  without  violence  al- 
mod  upon  a  level.  Each  horfeman  had  a  mule 
in  his  hand,  which  fwam  after  him,  or  by  his 
fide,  with  his  coat  of  mail  and  head  piece  tied 
upon  it.  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  tlie  confu- 
fion  that  followed ;  night  was  hard  upon  them, 
and,  though  it  increafed  their  lofs,  it,  in  great 
•,  Q.  2  mcafure. 
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ineafure,  concealed  it  j  of  the  horfe  belonging  to 
the  king's  houl'ehold,  feven  were  miffing  j  viih 
them  Ay  to  Aylo,  vice-chamberlain  to  the  queen, 
and  Tecla  Marian,  the  king's  uncle, 

A  thoufand  men  had  not  yet  pafled,  and  fcarc°- 
ly  any  baggage.  The  fit-auraris  had  left,  ready 
made,  two  rafts  for  Ozoro  Efther,  and  other  two 
ladies,  with  which  Ihe  might  have  eafily  been 
conduced  over,  and  without  much  danger  j  but 
the  ras  made  Ozoro  Efther  pafs  over  in  the  fame 
manner  he  had  crofled  himfelf,  many  fwimming 
on  each  fide  of  her  mule.  She  would  have 
fain  ftaid  on  tiie  eaft  fide,  but  it  was  in  vain  to  re- 
inonflirate  j  as  nothing  could  prevail  with  the  ras 
to  truft  her  on  the  bank  till  morning.  She  croH- 
ed,  however,  faftly,  though  almoll  dead  with 
fright.  The  river  had  abated  towards  mid-night, 
when,  whether  from  this  caufe,  or,  as  they  alleg- 
ed, that  they  found  a  more  favoura'ole  ford,  all 
the  Tigre  infantry,  and  many  mules  lightly  load- 
ed, pafled  with  lefs  difficulty  than  any  of  the  reft 
had  done,  and  with  them  feveral  loads  of  flonr; 
luckily  alfo,  Mr.  Bruce's  two  tents  and  mules,  to 
his  great  confolalion,  came  fafely  over  when  it 
was  nearly  morning.  Before  day-light  the  van 
and  centre  had  all  joined  the  king;  the  number 
that  had  perifhed  was  never  difl:in6lly  known>  for 
thofc  that  were  miffing  were  thought  to  have  re- 
mained on  the  other  fide  with  Kcfla  Yafous,  at 
lea  ft  for  that  day. 

On  the  28th,  Kefla  Yafous  crofled  with  fome 
degree  of  difficulty,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon 
feveral  baggage  mules.  He  advanced  after  this 
with  as  great  diligence  as  poffible  to  Delakup,  and 
found  the  ford,  though  deep,  much  better  than 
he  expe6led.     He  had  pitched  h*3  tent  on  the 
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high  road  to  Gondar,  before  Welleta  Yafous,  the 
enemy,  knew  he  was  decamped,  and  of  this  paf- 
fage  heimmediatelyadvifed  Michael  refrelhinghis 
troops  for  any  emergency.  About  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon Welleta  Yafous  appeared  with  his  horfe 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Nile,  but  it  was  then  too 
late.  Kefla  Yafous  was  fo  ftrongly  pofted,  and  the 
banks  of  the  river  fo  guarded  with  firearms, 
down  to  the  water-edge,  that  Fafil  and  '11  his  ar- 
my would  not  have  dared  to  attempt  the  palfage, 
or  even  approach  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Ras  Michael,  having  received  this  intelligence, 
(lifpatched  the  fit-auraris,  Netcho,  to  take  poll 
upon  the  ford  of  the  Kelti,  a  large  river,  but  rather 
broad  than  deep,  about  three  miles  off.  He  him- 
feU"  followed  early  in  the  morning,  and  pafled  the 
Kelti  juft  at  fun-rife,  without  halting  ;  he  then 
advanced  to  meet  Kefla  Yafous,  as  the  army  be- 
gan to  want  provifions.  It  was  found  too,  that 
the  men  had  but  little  powder,  none  of  them 
having  recruited  their  quantity  fince  the  hunt- 
ing of  the  deer.  Kefla  Yafous,  therefore,  being 
in  poffeflion  of  the  baggage,  powder,  and  the 
provifions,  a  jundion  with  him  was  abfolutely 
necelfary,  and  they  expeded  to  effc6t  this  at 
Waiuaucga,  about  twenty  miles  from  their  lafl- 
night's  quarters.  Between  twelve  and  one  they 
heard  the  fit-auraris  engaged ;  and  there  was 
fharp  firing  on  both  fides,  which  foon  ccLfed.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  Fit-Auraris's  two  mefl'en- 
gers  arrived,  who  faid  that  thuy  bad  fallen  in 
with  Fafil's  fit-auraris  t  that  they  had  attacked 
him  fmartly,  and,  th6ugh  the  enemy  were  great- 
ly fuperior,  had  killed  four  of  them. 

Fafil  foon  appeared  at  the  top  of  the  liill,  with 
about  three  thoufand  horfe.    It  was  a  Gne  fight, 
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but  thft  evening  was  beginning  to  be  overcaft. 
After  having  taken  a  full  view  of  the  army,  they 
all  began  to  move  llowly  down  the  hill,  beating 
their  kettle  drums.  Fafil  fent  down  a  party  to 
jkirmilli  with  thefej  and  he  himfelf  halted,  after 
having  made  a  few  paces  down  the  hill.  The 
two  bodies  of  horfe  metjufthalf  way,  and  mingled 
together,  as  appeared,  at  leaft,  with  very  decifive 
intention  ;  but  whether  it  was  by  orders  or  from 
fear,  the  Abyffinian  horfe  turned  their  backs  and 
came  precipitately  down,  fo  that  they  were  afraii' 
they  would  break  in  upon  the  foot.  Several  Ihots 
were  fired  from  the  centre  at  them  by  order  of 
the  ras,  who  cried  out  aloud,  in  derifion,  **  Take 
away  thefe  horfes,  and  fend  them  to  the  mill." 
On  the  king's  fide,  no  man  of  note  was  miffing 
but  Welleta  Michael,  nephew  of  Ras  Michael, 
whofe  horfe  falling,  he  was  taken  prifoner. 

The  whole  army  now  advi?nced  at  a  very  brilk 
pace,  hooping  and  fcreaming,  as  is  their  cuflom, 
in  a  moft  harlh  and  barburous  manner,  crying  out 
Hatxe  Ali !  But  Fafil,  who  faw  the  forward 
countenance  of  the  king's  troops,  and  that  a  fe\f 
minutes  would  lay  him  uuvier  necellity  of  riiking 
a  battle,  which  he  did  not  jntend,  withdrew  his 
troops  at  a  fmart  trot  over  the  fmooth  downs,  re- 
turning towards  Bofkon  Abbo. 

This  is  what  was  callcji  the  battle  of  Limjour;! 
but  the  name  of  a  battle  is  furely  more  than  it 
deferves.     Had  Fafil  been  half  as  willing  as  the| 
ras,  it  could  not  have  failed  being  a  decifive  one. 
The  ras,  who  faw  that  Fafil  would  not  fight,! 
eafily  penetrated  his  reafons  5  and  no  fooner  was 
he  gone,  and  his  own  drums  filent,  than  he  heard 
a  negareet  beat,  and  knew  it  to  be  that  of  Kefla 
Yafous.     This  general  encamped  upon  the  river 
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Avoley,  had  marched  with  the  beft  and  freflieft 
of  his  troops  to  join  Michael  before  the  engage- 
ment. All  was  joy  at  meeting,  every  rank  of 
men  joined  in  extolling  the  merit  and  conduct  of 
their  leaders;  and,  indeed,  it  may  be  fairly  faid, 
(he  fituation  of  the  king  and  the  army  was  def- 
perate  at  that  iiiilantwhen  the  troops  were  fepa- 
rated  on  different  lides  of  the  Nile ;  nor  could 
they  liave  been  faved,  but  by  the  fpecdy  rcfolution 
tnken  by  Kefla  Yafous  to  march  without  lofs  of 
time,  and  pal's  at  the  ford  of  Delakus,  and  the  di- 
ligence and  adivity  with  which  he  executed  that 
reloiiition.  .'  -  •         '  ■■-  - 

The  army  marched  next  day  to  Dingleber,  a 
high  hill,  or  rock,  approaching  fo  clofe  to  the 
hke  as  fcarcely  to  leave  a  pafiage  between.  Upon 
the  top  of  this  rock  is  the  king's  houfe.  As 
they  arrived  very  early  there,  and  were  now  out 
of  Falil's  government,  the  king  in(i(led  upon 
treating  Ras  Michael  and  all  the  people  of  confi- 
dcration..     -    ■   '  •  «.  '   a.  ;, 

As  the  king  fat  down  to  dinner,  an  accident 
happened  that  occafioned  great  trepidation  amoqg 
all  his  fervants.  A  black  eagle  was  chafed  into 
the  king's  tent  by  fome  of  the  bir.ic  of  prey  that 
hover  about  the  camp  j  and  it  was  after  in  the 
mouth  of  every  one,  that  the  king  would  be  de- 
throned by  a  man  of  inferior  birth  and  condition. 
Every  body  at  that  time  looked  to  Fafil :  the 
event  proved  the  application  falfe,  though  the 
omen  was  true.  PownfTen  of  Begemder  w^as  as 
low-born  as  Fafil,  as  great  a  traitor,  but  more 
fuccefsful,  to  whom  the  ominous  prefage  pointed; 
and,  though  we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  whole 
as  accident,  it  was  but  too  fcon  fulfilled, 
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In  the  evening  of  the  29th,  arrived  at  Dingle, 
ber  two  horfemen  from  Fafil,  clad  in  habits  of  I 
peace,  and  v.ilhout  armsj  they  were  known  to | 
be  two  of  his  principal  fervants,  were  grave,  gen- 
teel,  middle-aged  men.     They  had  an  audience  i 
early  after  their  coming,  firft  of  the  ras,  then  of 
the  king.    They  faid,  that  Fafil  had  repaffed  the 
Kelti,  was  encamped  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and 
■was  not  )'et  joined  by  Welleta  Yafous.    Their | 
errand  was,  to  defire  that  the  ras  might  not  fa. 
tigue  his  men  by  unneceflarily  hurrying  on  to| 
Gondar,  becaufe  he  might  rell  fecured  of  receiv 
ing  no  farther  moleftation  from  Fafil  their  mafterJ 
as  he  was  on  his  march  to  Bure.     They  told  lhe| 
ras  the  whole  of  the  confpiracy,  as  far  as  it  re- 
garded him,  and  the  agreement  that  Powuffenl 
and  Gnflio  had  made  with  their  mailer  to  fuN 
round  him  at  Derdera  t  they  mentioned,  moreover, 
how  fenfible  Fafil  was  of  their  treafon  towards 
him ;  that,  inflead  of  keeping  their  word,  they 
had  left  him  to  engage  the  king  and  the  ras'sl 
whole  force,  at  a  time  when  they  knew  the  great- 
eft  part  of  his  Galla  troops  were  retired  to  tbel 
other  fide  of  the  Nile,  and  could  be  aflembledl 
with   difficulty.     Fafil   declared  his   refolution 
never  again  to  appear  in  arms  againft  the  king;! 
but  that  he  would  hold  his  government  undcrl 
him,  and  pay  the  accultomed  taxes  pundtuall) :[ 
he  promifed  al fo,  that  he  would  renounce  all 
manner  of  connection  with  Gufho  and  PowuiTen;! 
and  that  he  would  take  the  field  againft  themi 
next  feafon  with  his  whole  force,  whenever  thej 
king  ordered  him.    The  meflengers  concluded,j 
with  defiring  the  ras  to  give  Fafil   his  grand- 
daughter, Welleta  Selaflec,  in  marriage,  and  thatj 
he  would  then  come  to  Gondar  without  diftruft. 
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Tlie  ra<?,  though  he  did  not  believe  all  this, 
mndf  »io  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  every  thing  that 
thfv  ciefircd.     He  promifed  the  grand-daughter; 
I  and,  as  carneil  of  his  believing  the  rclt,  the  king's 
two  nngarccts  were  brought  to  the  door  of  the 
lent,  where,  to  the  very  great  furpi^ile  of  our  tra- 
vellers, they  heard  it  proclaimed,  "  Fafil  is  go- 
ivcrno!  of  the  Agow,  Maitlha  Gojam,  and  Damot; 
proip^rity  to  him,  and  long  may  he  live  a  faith- 
|lu!  I'trvant  to  the  king  our  mafter!" — This  was 
sn  extraordinary  revolution  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  of 
I  time.     It  wiis  fcarce  ^rty-three  hours  fince  Fafil 
had  iTid  a  fcheme  for  drowning  the  greater  part 
of  tho  army  in  the  Nile,  and  cutting  the  throats 
of  the  rcfidue  on  both  fides  of  it;    it  was  not 
twenty-four  hours,  fince  he  had  met  them  to  fight 
in  open  field,  and  now  he  was  become  the  kings 
llieiitenant  general  in  four  of  the  moft  opulent 
Iprovinccs  of  Abyflinia.    The  whole  camp  aban- 
jdoned  itfclf  tojoy. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  nothing  material  happcn- 
led;  and,  in  a  few  days,  they  arrived  at  Goudar. 
The  ioldiers  were  all  contented,  becaufe  they 
I  were  at  home  j  but  the  oflScers,  who  faw  farther, 
Iworc  very  different  countenances.  Mr.  Bruce,  in 
Ipuficular,  had  very  little  reafon  to  be  pleafedj 
Ifor,  after  having  undergone  a  conftant  feries  of 
ptigues,  dangers,  and  expences,  he  was  returned 
[toGondar  difappointed  of  his  views  in  arriving 
the  Iburce  of  the  Nile,  without  any  other  ac- 
jiifition  than  a  violent  ague. 

The  whole  army  being  in  motion,  Mr.  Bruce 
iiad,  the  evening  before,  taken  leave  of  the  king 
|n  an  interview  which  coft  him  more  than  almoft 
ai')'  one  in  his  life.    The  fubftance  was,  that  he 
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■was  ill  in  hi»  health,  and  quite  unpr'»p?ifcd  tdatJ 
tend  him  into  Tigre,  to  which  place  the  army 
^vas  to  retreat ;  that  his  heart  was  let  upon  com- 
pleating  the  only   purpofe  of  his  coming  into 
Abyffinia,  without  which  he  fliould  return  into 
his  own  country  with  difgraccj  that  he  hoped,! 
through  his  majefty's  influence,  Fnfil  might  findl 
iome  way  for  him  to  accomplilh  it  5  if  rot,  hel 
trufted  foon  to  fee  him  return,  when  he  hoped  itl 
■would  be  eafy ;  but,  if  he  then  went  to  Tign*,! 
was  fully  perfuaded  he  ihould  never  have  therc-| 
folution  to  come  again  to  Gondar. 

The  king  feemed  to  take  heart  at  the  confi. 
dence  with  which  Mr.  Bruce  fpoke  of  his  return.| 
"  You,  Yagoube,  fays  he,  could  tell  me,  if  you 
pleafed,  what  is  to  befal  mej  thofe  inflrumentJ 
and  thofe  wheels,  with  which  you  are  conftantlyl 
looking  at  the  ftars>  cannot  be  for  any  ufe  unlefa 
for  prying  into  futurity."—"  Indeed,  prince,  faid 
Mr.  Bruce,  thefe  are  things  by  which  we  guid^ 
fliips  at  fea,  and  by  thefe  we  mark  down  the  wm 
that  we  travel  by  land.    But  of  the  decrees  o| 
Providence,  whether  they  regard  yon  or  myfelf,] 
know  no  more  than  the  mule  upon  which  yoii 
ride." — *'  Tell  me  then,  I  pray,  tell  me,  whatij 
the  reafon  you  fpeak  of  my  return  as  certain  ?" 
*'  I  fpeak,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  from  obfervation,  fron 
refltdtions  that  I  have  made,  much  more  certaiil 
than  prophecies  and  divinations  by  ftars.    Hi 
then  enumerated  feveral  fortunate  incidents  ani 
providential  efcapes  in  the  prince's  life,  and  codI 
eluded  from  all  thefe  fpecial  marks  of  the  faf 
vour  of  an  over-ruling  Providence,  I  do  belicvj 
fiedfalUy  that  God  will  not  leave  his  work  hal 
finilhed.    He  it  is  who,  governing  the  \vm 
^  i.  ,  univerfif 
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univerfc,  has  yet  refervcd  Ipecially  to  himfelf  the 
Apartment  of  war  j  he  it  is  who  has  Ilyled  him- 
felf the  God  of  Battles." 
The  king  was  very  nniuch  moved,  and,  as  Mr. 
Bruce  conceived,  perluaded.     He  faid,  **  O  Ya-* 
goube,  go  but  with  me  to  Tlgrc,  and  I  will  do 
-     —tor you  whatever  you  defire  me." — *'  You  do,  Sir, 
might  """iHijidJ^,-.  Bruce,  whatever  I  defire  you,  and  more, 
'       /'°^*j   Blbave  told  you  my  reafons  why  that  cannot  be ; 
n  he  hoped  iiBj^^  ^^  ^^^  j^^^.^  ^  J-^^  months,  and  wait  your  re- 

'"^  ^^  'S^^'Btum."  The  king  then  advifed  him  to  live  entirely 
r  have  *»,^/^mt  Kofcam  with  the  Iteghe,  without  going  out, 
V  -mnlefs  Falil  came  to  Gondar,  and  to  Tend  pundu- 
at  the  c<^""*Bjiiy  word  how  he  was  treated.  Upon  this  they 
of  his  return*p^i,^gj  ^j^j^  inexpreflible  relu6tance.  He  was  a 
]\  me,  if  yo^^ing  worthy  to  reign  over  a  better  people.  Mr, 
fe  inflrumenMg^^g.g  j^^^^.^.  ^^^  (Jeeply  penetrated  with  thofe 
are  connanti™^^j.j^^  ^^  favour  and  cqndefcenfion,  which  he  had 
any  ule  ^"j^mniformly  received  from  him  ever  Ijnce  he  enter- 
^VP""^^' ^  Jed  his  palace.      . 

Hch  we  guidj  jyiichael  had  always  pretended,  that,  before  he 
down  the  wayJ^jjjgj.^QQj.  ^^  expedition,  a  perfon,  or  fpirit,  ap- 
leared  to  him,  who  told  him  the  iHue  and  confe* 
^uence  of  the  meafures  he  was  then  taking;  this 
e imagined  to  be  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  and 
eprefuraed  very  much  upon  this  iniercourfc. 
a  a  council  the  night  before  he  left  the  city, 
here  none  but  friends  were  prefent,  he  had  told 
em,  that  his  fpirit  had  appeared  fome  nights 
.-  Jtore,  and  ordered  him,  in  his  retreat,  to  fur- 

incidents  an«^|j-g  ^^^  mountain  of  Wechne,  and  either  Hay 
s  life,  and  con^^^^j.^  ^^^^  j^.^^  ^^  Tigrc  the  princes  fequefler* 
there.  Nebrit  Tecla,  governor  of  Axum,  with 
lis  two  fons,  all  concerned  in  the  late  king's 
lurder,  were,  it  is  faid,  Itrong  advifers  of  this 
furei   but  Eas  Michaelj  probably  fatiateci 
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with  royal  blood  already,  Kefla^Yafons,  and  all 
the  more  worthy  men  of  any  confequence,  a6ting 
on  principle,  abfolutely  refufed  to  confent  to  it. 

Though  the  queen  fhewed  very  great  diilike  to 
Mr.  Bruce'd  attempting  his  journey  at  fuch  a 
time,  yet  ihe  did  not  pofitively  command  the  con- 
trary J  he  was  prepared,  therefore,  to  leave  Gon- 
<Jar  the  27th  of  06lober  1770,  and  thought  to  get 
a  few  miles  clear  of  the  town,  and  then  make  a 
long  ftretch  the  next  day.  But,  about  twelve 
o'clock,  he  was  told  a  meffage  from  Ras  Michael 
had  arrived  with  great  news  from  Tigre.  \  He 
went  immediately  to  Kofcam,  and  found  a  xhtf- 
fage  had  been  brought  to  order  bread  and  beer  to 
be  ready  for  thirty  thoufand  men  who  were  com- 
ing with  the  king,  as  he  had  juft  decamped  from 
before  the  mountain  Haramat,  which  he  had 
taken,  and  put  Za  Menfus  to  the  fvvord,  with 
every  man  that  was  in  it. 

Mr.  Bruce  had  endeavoured  to  engage  an  old 
companion  to  accompany  him  on  this  attempt,  as 
he  had  done  on  the  former ;  but  the  recolledtion 
of  paft  dangers  and  fufFerings  was  not  yet  banifn- 
ed  from  his  mind  5  and  upon  his  aiking  him  to 
go  and  fee  the  head  of  the  famous  river,  he  coarre- 
}y  anfwered,  "  Might  the  devil  fetch  him  if  ever 
he  fought  either  his  head  or  his  tail  again." 

On  the  28th  of  Odtober,  they  left  Gondar. 
pafled  the  river  Kahha  at  the  foot  of  the  town; 
and  on  the  30th  reached  Bamba^  where  Faiil  was 
encamped. 

They  found  Bamba  a  colledion  of  villages,  in 
a  valley  now  filled  with  foldiers.  They  went  to 
the  left  with  their  guide,  and  got  a  tolerable 
houfe,  but  the  door  had  been  carried  fTWay.  Fa* 
fil's  tent  was  pitched  a  little  below  them,  largtr 
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than  the  others,  but  without  farther  diilinftion. 
Mr.  Bruce  immediately  fent  Ayto  Aylo's  fervant, 
whom  he  had  with  him,  to  prefent  his  compli* 
meats,  and  acquaint  him  of  his  being  on  the  road 
to  vifit  him.  He  thought  now  all  his  difficulties 
were  over :  for  he  knew  it  was  in  his  power  to 
forward  them  to  their  journey's  end ;  and  he  had 
fome  reafon  to  exped  his  protedion. 

It  was  now,  however,  near  eight  at  night  of 
the  30th,  before  Mr.  Bruce  received  a  meifage  to 
attend  him.    He  repaired  immediately  to  his 
tent,  and  after  announcing  himfelf,  he  waited 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  was  admit- 
ted; he  was  fitting  upon  a  cuihion  with  a  lion's 
Ikin  upon  it,  and  another  (Iretched  like  a  carpet 
before  bis  feet,  and  had  a  cotton  cloth,  fomethinf 
,  like  a  dirty  towel,  wrapped  about  his  head;  his 
upper  cloak,  or  garment,  was  drawn  tight  about 
him  over  his  neck  and  ihoulders,  fo  as  to  cover 
his  hands.    Mr.  Bruce  bowed,  and  went  forward 
to  kiis  one  of  them,  but  it  was  fo  entangled  in 
the  cloth,  that  he  was  obliged  to  kifs  the  cloth 
inilead  of  the  hand.  This  was  done  either  as  not 
expe6ting  he  ihould  pay  him  that  compliment,  as 
he  certainly  ihould  not  have  done,  being  one  of 
the  king's  fervants,  if  the  king  had  been  at  Gon- 
dar ;  or  elfe  it  was  intended  for  a  mark  of  difre- 
fpe^,  which  was  very  much  of  a  piece  with  thp 
reft  of  his  behaviour  afterwards. 

There  was  no  carpet  or  cufliions  in  the  tent, 
and  only  a  little  ftraw,  as  if  accidentally  thrown 
thinly  about  it.  Mr.  Bruce  fat  down  upon  the 
ground,  when  Faiil,  looking  ftedfadly  at  him* 
faying  foftly,  Endett  nawi  ?  Bogo  nawi  ?  Which, 
in  Amharic,  is.  How  do  you  do  ?  Are  you  verr 
well  ?  Mr.  Bruce  made  the  ufual  aafwer,  *'  Well, 
Vol.  XIV.  R  thank 
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thank  God."  He  again  ftopt,  as  for  our  traveller 
tofpeakj  there  was  only  one  old  man  prefent, 
.who  was  fitting  on  the  floor  mending  a  mule's 
bridle.  What  he  was  Mr.  Bruce  could  not  make 
out }  he  feemed,  however,  to  be  a  very  bad  cob- 
}eT,  and  took  no  notice  of  them. 

Ayto  Aylo's  fervant,  who  dood  behind  Mr. 
Bruce,  pulhed  him  with  his  knee,  as  a  iign  that 
he  ihould  fpeak,  which  he  accordingly  began  to 
ido  with  fome  difficulty,  "  I  am  come,  faid  he,  by 
your  invitation,  and  the  king's  leave,  to  pay  my 
refpeds  to  you  in  your  own  government,  beg- 
ging that  you  would  favour  my  curiofity  fo  far, 
.as  to  fuffer  me  to  fee  the  country  of  the  Agows, 
and  the  fource  of  the  Abay,  or-  Nile,  part  of 
-which  I  have  feen  in  Egypt."  *'  The  fource  of 
the  Abay  I  exclaimed  he  with  a  pretended  fur- 
prife,  do  you  know  what  you  are  faying  ?  Why, 
it  is,  God  knows  where,  in  the  country  of  the 
Galla,  wild,  terrible  people.  The  fource  of  the 
Abay !  Are  you  raving!  repeats  he  again  :  Are 
you  to  get  there,  do  you  think,  in  a  twelvemonth, 
or  more,  or  when  ?"  "  Sir,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  the 
king  told  me  it  was  near  Sacala,  and  ftill  nearer 
Geelh  j  both  villages  of  the  Agows,  and  both  in 
your  government."  '*  And  fo  you  know  Sacala 
and  Geelh  ?"  fays  he,  whiltling  and  half  angry, 
."  I  can  repeat  the  names  that  I  hear,  faid  Mr. 
Bruce,  all  Abyflinia  knows  the  head  of  thb  Nile." 
- — "  Aye,  fays  he,  imitating  my  voice  and  man- 
ner, but  all  Abyffinia  won't  carry  you  there,  that 
I  promife  you."  **  If  you  are  refolved  to  the  con- 
trary, faid  Mr.  Bruce,  they  will  not  j  I  wi(h  you 
had  told  the  king  fo  in  time,  then  I  ihould  not 
have  attempted  it ;  it  was  relying  on  you  alone  I 
came  6>  fsLX,  contident;  if  all  the  red  of  Abyffinia 
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cbuM  ndt  protc6t  me  there,  that  your  word  fingly 
could  do  it."  ' 

He  now  put  on  a  look  of  more  complacency. 
««  Look  you,  Yagoube,  fays  he,  it  is  true  I  can  do 
it ;  and,  for  tlie  king's  fake  who  recommended  it 
to  me,  I  would  do  it ;  but  the  Acab  Salma  had 
ferit  to  me  to  delire  me  not  to  let  you  pafs  far- 
ther ;  he  fays  it  is  againft  the  law  of  the  land  to 
permit  Franks  like  you  to  go  about  the  country; 
and  that  he  has  dreamed  fomething  ill  will  befal 
me,  if  you  go  into  Maitiha." 

Mr.  Bruce  faw  he  intended  to  provoke  him  j 
and  he  had  fucceeded  fo  efFe6kually  that  he  threw 
him  off  his  guard,  and  forced  a  fpirited  reply  to 
fome  invectives  again  A  Europeans  in  general. 

While  they  were  engaged  in  a  war  of  words, 
which  was  neither  prudent  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Bruce,  nor  civil  on  the  part  of  Fafil,  our  travel- 
ler's nofe  burfl  out  in  a  flream  o^  blood;  and, 
that  inftant,  Aylo's  fervant  took  hold  of  him  by 
the  flioulder,  to  hurry  him  out  of  the  tent.  Fafit 
feemed  to  be  a  good  deal  concerned,  for  the  blood 
flreamed  out  in  plenty ;  but  it  was  foon  itaunch- 
cd  by  waOiing  his  face  with  cold  water.  Having 
retired  to  his  tent,  he  fat  down  to  recoiled  him- 
felf,  and  the  more  he  calmed,  the  more  he  was 
diifatisiied  at  being  put  off  his  guard ;  but  it  if 
impoflible  to  conceive  the  provocation  without 
having  proved  it.  Belides,  Mr.  Bruce  confefles, 
that  he  was,  from  his  infancy,  of  a  fanguine,  paf- 
fionate  difpofition ;  very  fenfible  of  injuries  that 
he  had  neither  provoked  nor  deferved  j  but  much 
refleftlon,  from  very  early  life,  continual  habits 
of  futfering  in  long  and  dangerous  travels,  where 
nothing  but  patience  would  do,  had,  he  flattered 
himfelf,  abundantly  fubdued  his  natural  prone-^ 
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nefs  to  feel  ofTences,  which,  common  fenfc  might 
teach  him,  he  could  only  revenge  upon  hirafelf. 
Mr.  Bruce  went  to  bed,  and,  filing  into  a 
found  fleep,  wa*  waked  near  midnight  by  two  of 
Fafil's  fervants,  who  brought  each  of  them  a  lean 
live  iheep  j  they  faid  they  had  brought  the  ftieep, 
^nd  were  come  to  alk  how  Mr.  Bruce  was,  and 
f o  ftay  all  night  to  watch  the  houfe  for  fear  of 
the  thieves  in  the  army ;  they  likewife  brought 
their  mailer's  order  for  him  to  come  early  in  the 
morning  to  him,  as  he  wanted  to  difpatch  him  on 
his  journey  before  he  gave  the  Galla  liberty  ib  re- 
turn.   This  difpelled  every  doubt,  but  it  raifcd 
his  fpirits  fo  much,  that,  out  of  impatience  for 
morning,  he  ilept  very  little  more  that  night. 
^,^Fafil,  having  fent  for  Mr.  Bruce  the  next  morn- 
ing, invited  him  to  partake  of  a  great  breakfaft } 
honey  and  butter,  and  raw  beef  in  abundance,  as 
alfo  fome  ftewed  didies  that  were  very  good.  He 
was  very  hungry,  having  tailed  nothing  fince 
dinner  the  day  before ;  and  he  had  had  much  ex- 
ercife  of  body  as  well  as  of  mind.  They  were  all 
very  cheerful,  every  one  faying  fomethihg  about 
the  Agows,  or  of  the  Nile.    Mr.  Bruce,  at  laft, 
thus  addrefled  Fafil :    *'  Your  continual  hurry, 
faid  he,  all  the  times  I  have  feen  yon,  has  put  it 
out  of  my  power  till  now  to  make  you  the  ac- 
knowledgment it  is  ordinary  for  grangers  to 
prefent,  v  ben  they  vilit  great  men  in  their  own 
country,  and  afk  favours  of  them."    Mr.  Bruce 
then  took  a  napkin,  and  opened  it  before  him ; 
be  fcemed  .to  have  forgotten  the  prefent  altoge- 
ther ;  but  from  that  moment  he  faw  his  counte- 
hancc  changed,  he  was  like  another  man.    "  O 
Yagoube,  faid  he,  a  prefent  to  me  I  you  (hould 
be  fenfible  that  is  pcrfeftly  needlefs ;  you  were 
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recommended  to  me  by  the  king  and  the  ras; 
you  know,  we  are  friends,  and  I  would  do  twenty 
times  as  much  for  yourfelf,  without  recommend- 
ation from  either;  belides,  I  have  not  behaved- 
to  you  like  a  great  man." 

It  was  not  a  very  hard  thing  to  conquer  thefc 
fcruples ;  he  took  the  feveral  pieces  of  the  prefent 
one  by  one  in  his  hands,  and  examined  them  ^ 
there  was  a  crimfon  filk  faih,  made  at  Tunis, 
about  five  yards  long,  with  a  iilk  fringe  of  the 
fame  colour;  the  next  was  a  yellow  fa(h,  with  a 
filver-wrought  fringe  j  the  next  were  two  Cyprug 
mnnufaduredfafhes.,  filk  and  cotton  $  the  next  was 
a  Periian  pipe,  with  a  long  pliable  tube,  orworm^ 
covered  with  Turkey  leather,  with  an  amber 
raouth-piece,  and  a  cryflal  vafe  for  fmoking  to- 
bacco through  water,  a  great  luxury  in  the  eaft- 
ern  countries  5  and  laftly,  were  two  blu?  bowls. 
He  ihoved  them  from  him,  laughing,  and  faid, 
*'  I  will  not  take  them  from  you,  Yagoube ;  this 
is  downright  robbery ;  I  have  done  nothing  for 
this,  which  is  a  prefent  for  a.  king.'* — '*  It  is  a 
prefent  to  a  friend,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  often  of  more 
confequence  to  a  ftratiger  than  a  king ;  I  always 
except  your  king,  who  is  the  ftranger*8  beft  friend." 

Being  well  pleafed  to  have  the  acceptance  of 
this  prefent  forced  upon  him,  he  folded  up  the 
napkin  with  all  the  articles,  and  gave  them  to  an 
o3icer ;  after  which  the  tent  was  again  cleared 
for  confultation  j  and,  during  this  time,  he  had 
called  his  man  of  confidence,  whom  he  was  to 
fend  with  them,  and  inftrufked  him  properly. 
j  Mr.  Bruce  plainly  faw  that  he  had  gained  the 
alcendant;  and,  in  the  expedation  of  Ras  Mi- 
chael's fpeedily  coming  to  Gondar,  he  was  as 
'  R3  willing 
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willing  to  be  on  his  journey  the  one  wsy,  as  he 
was  the  other. 

Faiil  would  have  had  him  (it  down  on  the  fame 
cufhion  with  himfelfy  which  he  declined.  **  Friend 
Yagoube,  faid  he,  I  am  heartily  ferry  that  you  did 
not  meet  me  atBure  before  I  fet  out ;  there  I  could 
have  received  you  as  I  ought ;  but  I  have  been 
tormented  with  a  multitude  of  barbarous  people, 
who  have  turned  my  head,  and  whom  I  am  now 
about  to  difmifs.    I  go  to  Gondar  in  peace,  and 
to  keep  peace  there,  for  the  king  on  this  (ide  the 
Tacazze  has  no  other  friend  than  me.    I  have 
nothing  to  return  you  for  the  prefent  you  have 
given  me,  for  I  did  not  expe^  to  meet  a  man 
like  you  here  in  the  fields  j  but  you  will  quickly 
be  back ;  we  fhall  meet  on  better  terms  at  Gon- 
dar; the  head  of  the  Nile  is  nenr  at  hand;  a 
horfeman,  exprefs,  will  arrive  there  in  a  day.    I 
have  given  you  a  good  man,  well  known  in  this 
country  to  be  my  fervant  j  he  will  go  to  Geefh  with 
you,  and  return  you  to  a  friend  of  Ayto  Aylo's 
and  mine,  Shalaka  Welled  Amlac;  he  has  the 
dangerous  part  of  the  country  wholly  in  his  hands, 
and  will  carry  you  fafe  to  Gondar ;  my  wife  is  at 
jifefent  in  his  houfe ;  fear  nothing,  I  (hall  anfwer 
for  your  fafety :  When '^irill  you  fet  out  ?  to-mor- 
row ?" 

Mr.  Brace  replied,  wi|fe  many  thanks  for  his 
kindnefs,  that  he  wiihcd  to  proceed  immediately, 
«nd  that  his  fervants  were  already  far  off,  on  their 
way. 

.  Fafil  then  faid  to  Mr.  Bruce,  "  Throw  off 
thofe clothes }  they  are  not  decent;  I  muft  give 
you  hew  ones,  you  are  my  vaffal.  The  king 
granted  you  Greefh,  where  you  are  going,  and  I 
muft  inveft  you."    A  number  of  Fail's  fervants 
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then  hurried  him  out";  our  traveller  prefcntly 
threw  off  his  trowfers  and  his  two  upper  gar- 
mentSi  and  remained  in  his  waiftcoat  5  thefe  were 
prefently  replaced  by  new  ones,  and  he  was 
brought  back  in  a  minute  to  Faiil's  tent,  with 
only  a  fine  loofe  muilin  under  garment,  or  cloth, 
round  him,  which  reached  to  his  feet.  Upon  his 
coming  back  to  the  tent,  Falil  took  off  the  one 
that  he  had  put  on  himfelf  new  in  the  morning, 
and  put  it  about  Mr.  Bruce's  flioulders  with  his 
own  hand,  his  fervants  throwing  another  imme- 
diately over  him,  faying  at  the  lame  time  to  the 
people,  **  Bear  witnefs,  I  give  to  you,  Yagoube, 
the  Agow  Geefti,  as  fully  and  freely  as  the  king 
has  given  it  nnc.'*  Mr.  Bruce  bowed  and  kiffed 
his  hand,  as  is  cuilomary  for  feudatories,  and  he 
tlien  pointed  to  him  to  fit  down. 

"  Hear  what  I  fay  to  you,  continued  Fafil,  I 
think  it  right  for  you  to  make  the  befl  of  your 
way  now,  for  you  will  be  the  fooner  back  at 
Gondar.  You  need  not  be  alarmed  at  the  wild 
people  who  are  going  after  you,  though  it  is  bet- 
ter to  meet  them  coming  this  way,  than  when 
they  are  going  to  their  homes;  they  «ire  com- 
manded by  Welleta  Yafous,  who  is  youi  friend, 
and  is  very  grateful  for  the  medicines  you  fent 
him  at  Gondar :  he  has  not  be^n  able  to  fee  you, 
being  fo  much  bufied  with  thofe  wild  people  5 
but  he  loves  you,  and  will  take  care  of  you,  and 
you  mufl  give  nie  ra6re  of  that  phyfic  when  we 
meet  at  Gondar."  Mr.  Bruce  bowed,  and  he 
Continued — "  Hear  me  what  I  fay ;  you  fee  thofe 
feven  people  (our  traveller  never  faw  more  thief- 
like fellows  in  his  life) — thefe  are  all  leaders  and 
chiefs  of  the  Galla— favages  if  you  pleafe ;  they 
are  all  your  brethren.    You  may  go  through 
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their  country  as  if  it  were  your  o\vti,  without  d 
man  hurting  you:  you  will  be  Toon  related  to 
them  all ;  for  it  is  their  cullom  that  a  (Irangerof 
di{lin£tion>  like  you^  when  he  is  their  gueft,  lleeps 
with  the  (i(ler,  daughter,  or  near  relation  of  the 
principal  men  among  them.  I  dare  fay,  you  will 
not  think  the  cudomsof  the  Galla  contain  greater 
liardfliips  than  thofe  of  Amhara."  He  then  jab- 
bered Ibmething  to  them  in  Galla,  which  Mr. 
Bruce  did  not  underftand.  They  all  anfwered 
by  the  wildeft  howl  he  ever  heard,  and  (Iruck 
themfelves  upon  the  breall,  apparently  alfenting. 
''  When  Ras  Michael,  continued  Fafil,  came 
from  the  battle  of  Fagitta,  the  eyes  of  forty-four 
brethren  and  relations  of  thefe  people  prefcnt 
were  pulled  out,  at  Gondar,  the  day  after  he  ar- 
rived, and  they  were  expofed  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river  Angrab  to  ftarve,  where  mod  of  them 
were  devoured  by  the  hyxnas  j  you  took  three  of 
them  up  to  your  houfe;  nourilhed,  clothed,  pro- 
tefted,  and  kindly  treated  them."  '*  They  arc 
now  in  good  health,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  and  want 
nothing :  the  Iteghc  will  deliver  them  to  you. 
The  only  other  thing  I  have  done  to  them  was, 
I  got  them  baptifed  :  I  do  not  know  if  that  will 
difpleafe  them  3  I  did  it  as  an  additional  protec* 
tion  to  them,  and  to  give  them  a  title  to  the 
charity  of  the  people  of  Gondar."  "  As  for  that, 
faid  Fafil,  they  do  not  care  the  leaft  about  bap- 
tifrnj  it  will  neither  do  them  good  nor  harm, 
they  do  not  trouble  themfelves  about  thefe  mat- 
ters; give  them  meat  and  drink,  and  you  will  be 
very  welcome  to  baptife  them  all  from  morning 
to  night ;  after  fuch  good  care  thefe  Galla  are  all 
your  brethren,  they  will  die  for  you  before  they 
ifee  you  hurt."    He  then  faid  ibxnetliiDg  to  them 
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In  Galla  agiii:,  and  they  all  gave  another  aflenty 
»nd  made  a  ihew  of  kiiiing  our  trayeller*8  hand. 

The  Galla  tlien  fat  dovn,  and  Mr.  Bruc«  coq« 
feifes,  if  they  entertained  any  good  will  to  hini» 
it  was  not  difcemible  in  their  countenances. 
After  fome  other  compliments  from  Fafil/ who 
feemed  to  have  changed  his  very  nature  iince  the 
firlt  interview^  our  traveller  having  acknowledg- 
ed the  honour  he  did  him,  defired,  as  the  greatelt 
favour  that  he  could  ihew  him,  to  fend  him  a$ 
conveniently  as  poilible  to  the  head  of  the  Nile» 
and  return  him  and  his  attendants  in  fafety. 
This,  replied  Fafil,  is  no  requeft,  I  have  granted 
it  already ',  befides,  I  owe  it  to  the  comhnands  of 
the  king  whofe  fervant  I  am.  Since^  however^ 
it  is  fo  much  at  your  heart>  go  in  peace,  I  will 
provide  you  with  all  neceflaries.  If  I  am  alive, 
and  governor  of  Damot,  as  you  are,  we  all  know« 
a  prudent  and  fenfible  man,  unfettled  as  the  date 
of  the  country  is^  nothing  difagreeable  cao  befal 
you." 

He  then  turned  again  to  his  feven  chiefs,  who 
all  got  up,  and  forming  a  circle,  Fafil  and  they 
repeated  a  prayer  about  a  minute  long;  the  Galla 
feemingly  with  great  devotion.  <*  Now,  faid  Fa* 
ill,  go  in  peace,  you  are  a  Galla  j  this  is  a  curfe 
upon  them,  and  their  children,  their  corn,  grafs« 
apd  cattle,  if  ever  they  lift  their  hand  againft  you 
on  yours,  or  do  not  defend  you  to  the  utmbil,  if 
attacked  by  others,  or  endeavour  to  defeat  any 
defign  they  may  hear  is  intended  againil  you." 
Upon  this,  Mr.  Bruce  offered  to  kifs  his  hand  be- 
fore he  took  his  leave,  and  they  all  went  to  the 
door  of  the  tent,  where  there  was  a  very  hand- 
fome  grey  horfe,  bridled  and  faddled.  '•  Take 
this  horfe^  faid  Fafil,  as  a  prefcnt  from  me^  it  is 

not 


«|M 


190  BRUCB*8  TIAVBLS. 

not  Co  f^o6d  as  your  own,  but,  depend  upon  it,  it 
is  the  horfe  which  I  rode  upon  yefterday,  when  I 
came  here  to  encamp  ;  but  do  not  mount  it  your- 
fclf,  drive  it  before  you  faddled  and  bridled  as  it 
iH  ;  no  man  of  Maitiha  will  touch  you  when  he 
fees  that  horfe ;  it  is  the  people  of  Maitiba,  whofe 
houfes  Michael  has  burnt,  that  you  have  to  fear, 
and  not  your  friends  the  Galla." 

Mr.  Bruce  then  took  the  moft  humble  and  re- 
fpedful  leave  of  him  poflible,  and  alfo  of  his 
new-acquired  brethren,  the  Galla,  praying  in- 
wardly he  might  never  fee  them  again. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  they  purfued  their 
journey  in  a  direction  fouthward,  and  paiTed  the 
church  of  Bolkon  Abbo. 

At  three  quarters  after  ten  in  the  morning, 
they  croifed  the  fmall  river  Aroolli,  which  either 
gives  its  name  to^ or  receives  it  from,  the  diftridt 
through  which  it  pafles.  It  is  a  clear,  fmall, 
brilk  itrcam;  and  its  banks  are  covered  with 
verdure  not  to  be  defcribed. 

All  the  little  territory  of  Aroofli  is  by  much 
the  moft  pleafant  that  our  traveller  had  feen  in 
Abyflinia  ^  perhaps  it  is  equal  to  any  thing  the 
eaft  can  produce ;  the  whole  is  finely  (haded  with 
acacia-trees,  which,  in  the  fultry  parts  of  Africa, 
produce  the  gum-arabic.  Thefe  trees  grow  fel» 
dom  above  fifteen  or  fixteen  feet  high,  then  flat- 
ten and  fpread  wide  at  the  top,  and  touch  each 
other,  while  the  trunks  are  far  afunder,  and  un- 
der a  vertical  fun,  leave  for  many  miles  together 
a  free  fpace  to  walk  in  a  cool,  delicious  (hade. 

After  paffing  the  Aflar,  and  feveral  villages 
belonging  to  Goutto,  they  had,  for  the  firft  time, 
a  diftin6t  view  of  the  high  mountain  of  Geeih, 
the  long-wilhed-for  end  of  their  dangerous  and 
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troublefome  journey.  Under  this  mountain  are 
the  fountains  of  the  Nile;  about  thirty  miles,  as 
near  as  they  could  conjecture  in  a  llraisht  line. 
At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  of  No* 
vcmber,  they  came  to  the  banks  of  the  Nile  j  the 
palfage  is  very  difficult  and  dangerous,  the  bot- 
tom being  full  of  holes  made  by  conliderable 
fprings,  light  (inking  fand,  and,  at  every  little 
dittance,  large  rocky  llones ;  the  ealtern  iidc  was 
muddy  and  full  of  pits.  The  river  here  h  about 
two  hundred  and  fix ty  feet  broad,  and  very  rapid ; 
its  depth  about  four  feet  in  the  middle,  and  the 
fides  not  above  two.  Its  banks  are  of  a  very 
gentle,  eafy  defcent ;  the  wellern  (ide  is  chiefly 
ornamented  with  high  trees  of  the  falix,  or  wil- 
low, tribe,  growing  llraight,  without  joints  or 
kiiuts,  and  bearing  long-pointed  pods  full  of  a 
kind  of  cotton. 

Our  travellers,  having  palTed  the  Nile,  arrived 
at  Goutto,  the  village  fo  called,  and  took  up  their 
lodgings  in  the  houfe  of  a  confiderable  perfon, 
who  had  abandoned  it  upon  their  approach, 
thinking  them  part  of  Kalil's  army.  Though  this 
habitation  was  of  ufe  in  protecting  them  from 
the  poor,  yet  it  hurt  them  by  alarming  and  {o 
depriving  them  of  the  allillance  of  the  opulent, 
fuch  as  the  prefent  owner,  who,  if  he  had  known 
they  were  (Irangers  from  Gondar,  would  have 
willingly  liaid  and  entertained  them,  being  a  re- 
lation and  friend  of  Shalaka  Welled  Amlac. 

As  they  heard  diitinCtly  the  noife  of  the  cnta- 
ra6t,  and  had  Aill  a  full  hour  and  a  half  of  light, 
Mr.  Bruce  determined  to  vifit  the  waterfal,  left 
[he  ihould  be  thereby  detained  next  morning. 
This,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Firft  Cataract 
I  of  the  Nile,  did  fiot,  by  its  appearance,  come  up 

to 
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to  the  idea  they  had  formed  of  it^  being  fcarcely 
fifteen  feet  in  height,  an4  about  fixty  yards  overj 
but  in  many  places  the  iheet  of  water  is  inter- 
rupted^ and  leaves  dry  intervals  of  rock.  The 
iides  are  neither  fo  woody  nor  verdant  as  thofe 
of  the  catarad  of  the  Aflar;  and  it  is  in  every 
fhape  lefs  magnificent,  or  deferving  to  be  feen, 
than  is  the  noble  catara6t  at  Alata,  before  de- 
fori  bed.  Mr.  Bruce,  having  fatisfied  his  curiofity, 
galloped  back  the  fame  road  that  he  had  come, 
without  having  feen  a  iingle  perfon  by  the  way. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  they  left  the  village  of  Goutto,  and 
continuing  their  journey,  at  length  arrived  at  a 
triple  ridge  of  mountains,  difpofed  one  range  be- 
hind the  other,  nearly  in  form  of  three  concentric 
circles,  which  feemed  to  fugged  an  idea,  that 
they  are  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  or  the  pontes 
Lunae  of  antiquity,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  Nile 
was  faid  to  rifej  in  fad,  there  are  no  others.!  found  h 
Thefe  mountains  are  all  of  them  excellent  foil,!  he  could 
and  every  where  covered  with  fine  pafture ;  but!  he  W3s  j 
as  this  unfortunate  country  had  been  for  ages  the!  that  nig 
theatre  of  war,  the  inhabitants  have  only  plough-l  he  thoui 
ed  and  fown  the  top  of  them«  out  of  the  reach  ofl  Without 
enemies  or  marching  armies.  I  told  him 

Being  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  mountain,  therl  tor;  that 
bad  a  diftin6t  view  of  all  the  remaining  territoi^l  and  that 
of  Sacala,  the  mountain  Geeih,  and  church  of  Sr, 
Michael  Geefti.    They  faw,  immediately  belov 
them,  the  Nile  itfelf  flrangely  diminifhed  in  fize, 
and  now  only  a  brook  that  had  fcarcely  water  to  tun 
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a  mill.  Mr.  Bruce  could  not  fatiate  himfelf  will  lays  he,  i 

the  light,  revolving  in  his  mind  all  thofe  claiTica  other  gre 

prophecies  that  had  given  the  Nile  up  to  perpe  «*  Lool 

tuai  obfcurity  and  concealment.    He  was,  bov  poxpofe, 
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ever,  awakened  out  of  this  delightful  reverie  by 
an  alarm  that  they  had  loft  Woldo  their  guide. 
Though  Mr.  Bruce  long  had  expeded  ibmetbing 
from  his  behaviour,  he  did  not  think,  foi  his 
own  fake,  it  could  be  his  intention  to  leave  them. 
Various  conje6tures  immediately  followed ;  fome 
thought  he  had  refolved  to  betray  and  rob  them  ; 
fome  conceived  it  was  an  indrudiion  of  Faiil's  to 
him,  in  order  to  their  being  treacherouily  mur* 
dered ;  fome  again  fuppofed  he  was  (lain  by  the 
wild  beads.  Mr.  Bruce  began  to  think  that  he 
might  be  ill,  for  he  had  before  complained^  and 
that  the  iicknefs  might  have  overcome  him  upon 
the  road ;  and  this  too,  vtras  the  opinion  of  Ayto 
Aylo's  fervant,  who  faid,  however,  with  a  iigni- 
ficant  look,  that  he  could  not  be  far  off;  they, 
therefore,  fent  him, and  one  of  the  men  that  drove 
the  mules,  back  to  feek  after  him ;  and  they  had 
not  gone  but  a  few  hundred  yards  when  they 
found  him  coming,  but  fo  worn  out,  that  he  faid 
he  could  go  no  farther  than  the  church,  where 
he  was  pofitively  refolved  to  take  up  his  abode 
that  night.  Mr.  Bruce  felt  his  pulfe,  and  faw, 
he  thought,  evidently,  that  nothing  ailed  him. 
Without  loHng  his  temper,  however,  Mr.  Bruce 
told  him  firmly,  that  he  perceived  he  was  an  impof- 
tor;  that  hediould  confider  thathe  wasaphyfician, 
and  that  the  feeling  of  his  hand  told  him  as  plain 
as  bis  tongue  could  have  done,  that  nothing  was 
the  matter  with  him.  He  feemed  dif  layed  after 
this,  faid  little,  and  only  defired  them  to  halt  for 
I  a  few  minutes,  and  he  ihould  be  better;  *'  for, 
I  fays  he,  it  requires  llrength  in  us  all  to  pafs  an* 
jother  great  hill  before  we  arrive  at  Geefli." 

"Look  you,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,   lying  is  to  no 
Ipvnpofe,  I  know  where  Gcem  is  as  well  as  vou 
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do,  and  that  we  have  no  more  mountains  or  bad 
places  to  pafs  through  j  therefore,  if  you  chufe  to 
liay  behind,  you  mayj  but  to-morrow  lihall  in- 
form Welleta  Yafous  at  Bure  of  your  behaviour.** 
He  faid  this  with  the  mod  determined  air  polii- 
ble,  and  it  had  the  delired  effeft,  as  it  perfedly 
cured  Woldo's  lamenefs. 

C'  The  whole  company  having  paffed  the  ford  of 
the  Nile,  and  Woldo,  feeming  lo  walk  as  well 
as  ever,  they  afcended  a  gentle  rifing  hill,  near 
the  top  of  which  is  St.  Michael  Geefli.     The 
Nile  here  is  not  four  yards  over,  and  not  above 
,  four  inches  deep,  where  they  crofled ;  it  was  in- 
deed, become  a  very  trifling  brook,  but  ran  fwift- 
ly  over    a   bottom  of  fmall  ftones,  with  hard 
black  rock  appearing  amidft  them :  it  is  at  this 
place  very  eafy  to  pafs,  and  very  limpid,  but,  a 
little  lower,   full   of  inconfiderable    falls  j    the 
ground  rifes  gently  from  the  river  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  full  of  fmall  hills  and  eminences,  which 
you  afcend  and  defcend  almoft  imperceptibly. 
The  whole  company  had  halted  on  the  north  fide 
of  St.  Michael's  church,  and  there  Mr.  Bruce 
reached  them  without  afle6ting  any  hurry. 

Soon  after,  Woldo  delired  to  fpeak  with  Mr. 
Bruce  alone,  taking  Aylo's  fervarit  along  with 
him.  "  Now,  faid  our  traveller,  very  calmly,  i 
know  by  your  face  you  are  going  to  tell  me  a  lie. 
I  do  fwear  to  you  folemnly,  you  never,  by  that 
means,  will  obtain  any  thing  from  me,  no,  not  To 
much  as  a  good  word;  truth  and  good  behaviour 
will  get  you  every  thing  j  what  appears  a  great 
matter  in  your  fight,  is  not  perhaps  of  fuch  value 
in  mine ;  but  nothing  except  truth  and  good  beha- 
viour will  aiifwer  to  you  ;  now  I  know  for  a  cer- 
taintv,  you  are  no  more  fick  than  I  am."-—"  Sir, 
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{aid  he^  with  a  very  confident  look,  yon  arc  right; 
I  did  counterfeit;  but  I  thought  it  bed  to  tell 
jou  I  was  ill,  not  to  be  obliged  to  difcover  ano- 
ther reafon  that  has  much  more  weight  with  me, 
why  I  cannot  fhew  myfelf  at  the  fourccs  of  the 
Nile,  which  I  confefs  are  not  very  diftant,  though 
I  declare  to  you  there  is  ftill  a  hill  between  you 
and  thofe  fources.** — "  And  pray,  faid  Mr.  Bruce 
calmly,  what  is  this   mighty  reafon  ?"    "  You 
know  as  well  as  I,  faid  he,  that  my  matter  Fafil 
defeated  the  Agows  at  the  battle  of  Benja.     I 
was  there  with  my  matter,  and  killed  feveral 
men,  among  whom  fome  were  of  the  Agows  of 
this  village  Geefli,  and  you  know  the  ufagc  of 
this  country,    when  a   man,  in    thefe  circum- 
ttances,  falls  into  their  hands,  his  blood  mutt  pay 
for  their  blood.**  » 

Mr.  Bruce  burft  out  into  a  violent  fit  of  laugh- 
ter, which  very  much  difconcerted  him.  "  There, 
faid  our  traveller,  did  not  I  fay  to  you  it  was  a 
'  lye  that  you  was  going  to  tell  me  ?  do  not  think 
I  diibelieve  or  difpute  with  you  the  vanity  of 
having  killed  men  j  many  men  were  flain  at  that 
battle  J  fomebody  mutt,  and  you  may  have  been 
the  perfon  who  flew  them ;  but  do  you  think 
that  I  can   believe  that    Fafil  could  rule    the 
Agows  in  the  manner  be  does,  if  he  could  not 
put  a  fervant  of  his  In  fafety  among  them  twen- 
ty miles  from  his  refidence."    *'  Come,  come, 
faid  Aylo's  fervant  to  Woldo,  did  you  not  hear 
that  truth  and  good  behaviour  will  get  you  every 
(thing  you  afk  ?  Sir,  continued  he,  1   fee  this  af- 
fair vexes  you,  and  what  this  foolilh  man  wants, 
will  neither  make  you  richer  nor  poorer  3  he  has 
t;^ken  a  great  defire  for  that  crimfon  filk  fafli 
which  you  wear  about  your  middle.     I  told  him 

S  2  to 


to  day  till  you  went  back  to  Gondar  j  but  he  fays 
he  is  to  go  no  farther  than  to  the  houle  of  Shala- 
ka  Welled  Amlat^  in  Maitfha,  and  does  not  return 
to  Gondar;  I  told  him  to  itay  till  you  had  put 
your  mind  at  eafe,  by  feeing  the  fountains  of  the 
Nile,  which  you  are  fo  anxious  about.  He  faid, 
after  that  had  happened,  he  was  fure  you  would 
not  give  it  him,  for  you  feemed  to  think  little 
of  the  catarad  at  Goutto,  and  of  all  the  fine 
rivers  and  churches  which  he  had  (hewn  you ; 
except  the  head  of  the  Niie  (hall  be  finer  than  all 
thefe,  when,  in  reality,  it  will  be  jutt  like  ano- 
ther river,  you  will  then  be  diifatisfied,  and  not 
give  him  the  fafli." 

Mr.  Bruce  thought  there  was  fomething  very 
natural  in  thefe  fufpicions  of  Woldo,  and  to  eafe 
them,  our  author  having  taken  off  his  falh, 
^'  Here  is  your  faih>  Woldb,  faid  he,  but  mark 
what  I  have  faid,  .and  now  moll  ferioufly  repeat 
to  you,  truth  and  good  behaviour  will  alone  get 
any  thing  from  me ;  but  if  in  the  courfe  of  this 
journey,  you  play  one  trick  more,  though  ever  fo 
trifling,  I  will  bring  fucha  vengeance  upon  your 
head,  that  you  ihall  not  be  able  to  find  a  place  to 
hide  it  in." 

He  took  the  fafli,  but  feemed  terrified  at  the 
threat,  and  began  to  make  apologies.  **  Come, 
come,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  we  underftand  each  other; 
no  more  words  j  is  is  now  late,  lofe  no  more 
time,  but  carry  me  to  Geefh,  and  the  head  of  the 
Nile  dire£tly,  without  preamble,  and  (hew  me  the 
hill  that  feparates  me  from  it."  He  then  carried  our 
traveller  round  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  out 
of  the  grove  of  trees  that  furrounded  it.  **  This  is 
the  hill,  faid  he,  looking  archly,  that,  when  you  was 
po  the  other  fide  of  it^  was  between  you  and  the 
^         -    ,  .  fountain* 
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fountains  of  the  Nile;  there  is  no  other;  look 
at  that  hillock  of  green  fod  in  the  middle  of  that 
watery  fpot,  it  is  in  that  the  two  fountains  of  the 
Nile  are  to  be  found :  Geefli  is  on  the  face  of 
the  rock  where  yon  green  trees  are ;  if  yon  go 
the  length  of  the  fountains,  pull  oflfyour  Ihoes, 
for  thefe  people  are  all  Pagans,  and  they  believe 
in  nothing  that  you  believe,  but  only  in  this 
river,  to  which  they  pray  every  day  as  if  it  were 
(irod ;  but  this  perhaps  you  may  do  likewife." 
Half  undrefled  as  Mr.  Bruce  was,  by  lofs  of  bis 
fafli,  and  throwing  his  (hoes  off,  he  ran  down 
the  hill,  and  having  reached  the  iiland  of  green 
turf,  which  was  in  form  of  an  altar,  apparently 
the  work  of  art,  he  flood  in  rapture  over  the 
principal  fountain,  which  rifes  in  the  middle 
of  it. 

It  is  cafier  to  guefs  than  defcribe  the  iituation 
of  Mr.  Bruce's  mind  at  that  moment — Handing 
on  that  fpot  which  had  baffled  the  genius,  in- 
duftry,  and  enquiry  of  both  ancients  and  mo- 
derns, for  the  courfe  of  near  three  thoufand  years. 
Kings  had  attempted  this  difcovery  at  the  head 
of  armies,  and  each  expedition  was  dillinguiflied 
from  the  laft,  only  by  the  diflference  of  the  num- 
bers which  had  periihed,  and  agreed  alone  in 
the  difappointment  which  had  uniformly,  and 
without  exception,  followed  them  all.  Fame, 
riches,  and  honour,  had  been  held  out  for  a  feries 
of  nges  to  every  individual  of  thofe  myriads  thefe 
princes  commanded,  without  having  produced 
one  man  capable  of  gratifying  the  curiofity  of 
bifi  fovereign,  or  wiping  off  this  flain  upon  tlie 
enterprife  and  abilities  of  mankind,  or  adding 
this  defideratum  for  the  encouragement  of  geo- 
graphy.    ^ 
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Mr.  Bruce  now  proceeds  to  defcribc  the  fources 
of  the  Nile,  which  have,  as  he  fays,  remained  to 
our  days  as  unknown^  as  they  were  to  antiquity^ 
t\o  good  or  genuine  voucher  having  yet  been  pro- 
duced capable  of  proving  that  they  were  before 
difcovered,  or  feen  by  the  curious  eye  of  any  tra- 
veller, from  the  earlieft  ages  to  this  day  5  and  it 
is  with  confidence  Mr.  Bruce  propofes  to  hi^  rea- 
der, that  he  will  confider  him  as  ftill  ftanding  at 
thefe  fountains,  and  patiently  hear  from  him  the 
recital  of  the  origin  and  circumftances  of  this  the 
moft  famous  river  in  the  world,  which  are  not  to 
be  found  in  books,  or  from  any  other  human  au- 
thority whatever,  and  which,  by  the  care  and  at- 
tention he  has  paid  to  the  fubje6t,  will,  he  hopes^ 
be  found  fatisfaaory  here. 

Divine  honours  are  paid  by  the  Agows  of  Da- 
mot  to  the  Nile;  they  worfliip  the  river,  and 
thoufands  of  cattle  have  been  offered,  and  ft  ill 
are  offered,  to  the  fpirit  fuppofed  to  refide  at  its 
fource.  They  are  divided  into  clans,  or  tribes; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  it  is  faid 
there  never  was  a  feud,  or  hereditary  animofity 
between  any  two  of  thefc  clans;  or,  if  the  feeds 
of  any  fuch  were  fown,  they  did  not  vegetate 
longer  than  till  the  next  general  convocation  of 
all  the  tribes,  who  meet  annually  at  the  fource 
of  the  river,  to  which  they  facritice,  calling  it  by 
the  name  of  the  God  of  Peace. 

Geefli,  though  not  farther  diftant  from  thefe  than 
fix  hundred  yards,  is  not  in  fight  of  the  fources  of 
the  Nile.  The  country  upon  the  fame  plane  with 
the  fountains,  terminates  in  a  cliff  about  three 
hundred  yards  deep  down  to  the  plain  of  Aflba, 
which  flat  country  continues  in  the  fame  fubal- 
tcrn  degree  of  elevation,  till  it  meets  the  Nile 
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again  about  feventy  miles  fouthward,  after  \t  has 
made  the  circuit  of  the  provinces  of  Gojam  and 
Daraot. 

A  prodigious  cave  i$  in  the  middle  of  this  cliif, 
in  a  direction  llraight  north  towards  the  foun- 
tains, whether  the  work  of  nature'  or  art,  Mr. 
Bruce  cannot  determine;  it  is  a  natural  laby- 
rinth^ large  enough  to  contain  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  and  their  cattle.  In  this  large  cliffy 
Mr.  Bruce  tired  himfelf  part  of  feveral  days,  en- 
deavouring to  reach  as  far  northward  as  poflfi- 
ble ;  but. the  air,  when  he  had  advanced  forae- 
thing  above  one  hundred  yards,  feemed  to  threa- 
ten to  extingui(h  his  candle  by  its  dampnefs,  aAd 
the  people  were  betides  not  at  all  difpofed  to 
gratify  his  curiofity  farther,  after  affunng  him 
that  there  was  nothing  at  the  end  more  remark- 
able than  what  he  then  faw,  which  he  had  reafon 
to  believe  was  the  cafe. "  The  face  of  this  cliif, 
which  fronts  to  the  fouth,  has  a  moft  pifturefque 
appearance  from  the  plain  of  AlToa  below,  parts 
of  the  houfes  at  every  ftage  appearing,  througli 
the  ifiickets  of  trees  and  bufhes,  with  which  the 
whole  face  of  the  cliff  is  thickly  covered ;  impe- 
netrable fences  of  thorn  hide  the  mouths  of  the 
caverns  above  mentioned,  even  from  fight  j  there 
is  no  other  communication  with  the  houfes,  ei- 
ther from  above  or  below,  but  by  narrow  wind- 
ing iheep-paths,  which  through  thefe  thorns  are 
very  difficult  to  be  difcerned,  for  all  are  allowed 
to  be  overgrown  with  the  utmoft  wildnefs,  as  a 
part  of  their  defence  j  lofty  and  large  trees,  moft 
of  them  of  the  thorny  kind,  tower  high  up  above 
the  edge  of  the  cliff,  and  feem  to  be  a  fence 
againft  people  falling  down  into  the  plain  5  thefe 
^re  all  at   their  proper    feafon    covered    with 
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floweys  of  different  forts  and  colours,  fo  are  the 
buHjefs  below  on  the  face  of  the  cliff. 

FfoiTi  the  edge  of  the  cliff  of  Geefli,  above 
where  the  village  is  (ituated,  the  ground  ilopes 
with  a  very  eafy  defcent  due  north,  and  lands  yoa 
at  the  edge  of  a  triangulnr  marlh,  above  eighty- 
fix  yards  broad,  in  the  line  of  the  fountains,  and 
two  hundred  and  eighty- fix  yards  two  feet  from 
the  edge  of  the  cliff  above  the  houfe  of  the  priell 
of  the  river,  where  Mr.  Bruce  refided. 

In  the  middle  of  the  mar  111,  near  the  bottom 
of  the  mountain  of  Geelh,  arifes  a  hillock  of 
a  circular  form,  about  three  feet  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  marfh  itfelf,  though  apparently  found- 
ed much  deeper  in  it.  The  diameter  of  this  is 
foniething  Ihort  of  twelve  feet,  it  is  furrounded 
by  a  fliallow  trench,  which  colle6ts  the  water, 
and  voids  it  eatlwardj  it  is  firmly  built  with 
fed  or  earthen  turf,  brought  from  the  fides,  and 
conftantly  kept  in  repair  j  and  this  is  the  altar 
upon  which  all  their  religious  ceremonies  are  per- 
formed. In  the  middle  of  this  altar  is  a  hole, 
obvioufly  made,  or  at  leall  enlarged,  by  tho^hand 
of  man.  It  is  kept  clear  of  grafs,  or  other  aqua- 
tic plants,  and  the  water  in  it  is  perfe6tly  pure 
and  limpid,  but  has  no  ebullition  or  motion  of 
any  kind  difcernible  upon  its  furface.  This 
mouth,  or  opening  of  the  fource,  is  fomewhat 
lefsthan  three  feet  diameter,  and  the  water  flood  at 
that  time,  the 5th  of  November,  about  two  inches 
from  the  lip  or  brim,  nor  did  it  either  increafe 
or  diminifli  during  all  the  time  of  Mr.  Bruce's 
flay  at  Geefli,  though  they  made  plentiful  ufe  of 
it.  This  fpring  is  about  fix  feet  fix  inches  deep. 

At  the  diflance  of  ten  feet  from  the  firft  of 
thefc  fprings,  a  little  to  the  well  of  fouth',  is  the 
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fecond  fountain,  about  eleven  inches  in  diameter; 
but  this  is  eight  feet  three  inches  deep  j  and 
about  twenty  feet  diftant  from  the  firft,  is  the 
third  fource,  its  mouth  being  fomething  more 
than  two  feet  large,  and  it  is  five  feet  eight 
inches  deep.  Both  thefe  laft  fountains  Hand  in 
the  middle  of  fmall  altars,  made,  like  the  former, 
v{  firm  fod,  but  neither  of  them  above  three  feet 
diameter,  and  having  a  foot  of  lei's  elevation  than 
the  firft.  The  altar  in  this  third  fource  feemed 
almoil  diifolved  by  the  water,  which  in  both  ftood 
nearly  up  to  the  brim  j  at  the  foot  of  each  ap- 
peared a  clear  and  briik  running  rill  j  thefe  unit- 
ing, joined  the  water  in  the  trench  of  the  firft 
altar,  and  then  proceeded  diredly  out,  pointing 
eafiward,  in  a  quantity  that  would  have  filled  a 
pipe  of  about  two  inches  diameter.  The  water 
from  thefe  fountains  is  vAy  light  and  good,  and 
perfedly  tailelefs ;  it  was  at  this  time  moft  in- 
tenfely  cold,  though  expofed  to  the  mid>day 
without  fhelter,  there  being  no  trees  nor  bullies 
near  it. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  the  day  after  Mr, 
Bruce*s  arrival  at  Geefti,  the  weather  perfectly 
clear,  cloudlefs,  and  nearly  calm,  in  all  refpefts 
well  adapted  to  obfervation,  being  extremely 
anxious  to  afcertain,  beyond  the  power  of  con- 
troverfy,  the  precifc  fpot  on  the  globe  that  this 
fountain  had  fo  long  occupied  unknown,  he 
pitched  his  tent  on  the  north  edge  of  the  cliff, 
immediately  above  the  prieft's  houle,  and  with 
the  moft  minute  exadnefs,  determined  the  lati- 
tude of  the  place  of  obfervation  to  be  10  dcg, 
59min.  10  fee.  and  the  longitude  to  be  3()  deg. 
55  min.  30  fee.  eaft  of  the  meridian  of  Green- 
wich. 

The 
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The  very  night  of  Mr.  Brace's  arrival,  mrlan- 
choly  reflections  upon  his  prefent  ilate,  the  doubt- 
fulnefsofhis  return  in  fafety,  were  he  permitted 
to  make  the  attempt,  and  the  fears  that  even 
this  would  be  refuted,  the  confcioufnefs  of  the 
pain  he  was  then  occaHoning  to  many  worthy 
individuals,  expeding  daily  that  information 
concerning  his  Jituation,  which  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  give  them ;  fome  other  thoughts,  per* 
haps.  Hill  nearer  tiie  heart  than  thofe,  crowded 
upon  his  roind,  and  forbade  all  approach  of  deep. 
He  was,  at  that  very  moment,  in  polTeifion  of 
Svhat  had,  for  many  years,  been  the  principal  ob- 
je£t  of  his  ambition  and  wilhes ;  inditference, 
which  from  theufual  infirmity  of  human  nature, 
follows,  at  leail  fora  time,  complete  enjoyment,  had 
taken  place  of  it.  The  marih  and  the  fountains, 
upon  comparifon  witli*  the  rife  of  many  of  our 
rivers,  became  now  a  trifling  objedt  in  his  fight. 
He  remembered  that  magnificent  fcene  in  his 
own  native  country,  where  the  Tweed,  Clyde, 
and  Annan  rife  in  one  hill;  he  had  feen  the  rife 
of  the  Rhine  and  Rhone,  and  the  more  magnifi- 
cent fources  of  the  Soane  ;  and  be  began,  in  his 
prefent  mood,  to  treat  the  enquiry  about  the 
fource  of  the  Nile  as  a  violent  efl:brt  of  a  dittem- 
pered  fancy.  Grief  or  defpondency  now  rolling 
upon  him  like  a  torrent,  he  ftarted  from  his  bed 
in  the  utmofl  agony ;  he  went  to  the  door  of  his 
tent  J  every  thing  was  ftill  i  the  Nile,  at  whofe 
head  he  ftood,  was  not  capable  either  to  pro- 
mote or  to  interrupt  his  ilumbers,  but  thecoolnefs 
and  ferenity  of  the  night  braced  his  nerves,  and 
chafed  away  thofe  phantoms  that,  while  in  bed, 
had  oppreffed  and  tormented  him. 

Numerous  dangers,  hardlhips,  and  forrows  had 

indeed 
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iHilccd  befet  him  Uirough  thi«  half  of  liIs  rxcur- 
fion ;  but  it  v/an  ilill  as  true,  that  another  Guide, 
more  powerful  than  his  owu  courage,  healtli,  or 
underllanding,  if  «ny  of  thefecan  be  called  man's 
own,  had  uniformly  protected  him  in  all  that  te- 
dious half  J  he  found  his  confidence  not  abated, 
that  Hill  the  Same  Guide  was  able  to  conduft 
him  to  his  now  wiihedfor  home.  He  immedi- 
ately refumed  his  former  fortitude,  confidered  the 
Nile,  indeed,  as  no  more  than  rifing  from  fprings, 
lis  all  other  rivers  do,  but  widely  different  in 
this,  that  it  was  the  palm  for  three  thoufand 
yf  ars  held  out  to  all  the  nations  in  the  world  as 
a  Jf/ur  digfiiJlJimo* 

Mr.  Bruce  had  procured  from  the  £ngli(h  fliips, 
while  at  Jidda,  fome  quick-iilver,  perfe6tly  pure, 
and  heavier  than  the  common  fortj  warming, 
tlierefore,  the  tube  gently  at  the  fire,  he  filled  it 
\vith  this  quick-filver,  and,  to  his  great  furprife, 
found  that  it  flood  at  the  height  of  twenty-two 
Englifh  inches ;  neither  did  it  vary  fenfibly  from 
that  height  any  of  the  following  days  he  flaid  at 
Geefh ;  and  thence  he  inferred  that,  at  the  fources 
f  the  Nile,  he  was  then  more  than  two  miles  above 
he  level  of  the  fea.    On  the  6th  of  November,  at 


?    r?ilem-  \  9"^^^^'  P^^  ^^®  ^'^  ^^  morning,  Fahrenheit's 
f  ^      ,1.   -  Ihermometer  flood  at  44  deg.  at  noon  96  dog.  and 

\     {/s  bed  \  ^"""^^*  -^^  ^^^'     ^^  ^'^^'  ^*  ^°  ^^"^*^'  ^°^^  «' 
Sm  lus         light,  and  flill  more  fo  an  hour  before  fun-rife. 

^°f  hofe  I  The  Nile,  keeping  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the 
*Y^  ,  larfh,  runs  eafl  for  thirty  yards,  with  a  very  lit- 
u^  Wipfs  1^  increafe  of  flream,  but  perfeftly  vifible,  till 
:hecooinci^  let  by  the  gralTy  brink  of  the  land  declining 
'•T^^^*  bed  1°^^  Sacala.  This  turns  it  round  gradually  to 
'     n^       »  lenorth-eaft,  and  then  due  north  j  and,  in  the 

.0  hill  I'o  inilcs  it  flows  in  that  diredion,  the  river  re* 
orrows  naa  ■ 

indeed  ■  -       ««1VC8 
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ceives  many  fraall  contributions  from  fprings  that 
rife  In  the  banks  on  each  fide  of  it :  there  are 
two,  particularly  one  on  the  hill  at  the  back  of 
St.  Michael  Geclli,  the  other  a  little  lower,  on 
the  other  fide,  on  the  ground  declining  from 
Sacala.  Thefe  laft-mentioned  fprings  are  more 
than  double  its  quantity :  and  being  arrived  un- 
der the  hill  whereon  (lands  the  church  of  St.  Mi- 
chael Sacala,  about  two  miles  from  its  fource,  it 
there  becomes  a  ftream  that  would  turn  a  com- 
mon mill,  ihallow,  clear,  and  running  over  a  roc- 
ky bottom  about  three  yards  wide :  this,  however, 
mull  be  underftood  to  be  variable  according  to 
the  feafon ;  and  the  prefent  obfervations  are  ap- 
plicable to  the  5th  of  November,  when  the  rains 
had  ceafed  for  feveral  weeks. 

Our  traveller  fays,  nothing  can  be  more  beau- 
tiful than  this  fpot ;  the  fmall  rifing  hills  about 
them  were  all  thick-covered  with  verdure,  efpe- 
cially  with  clover,  the  largeft  and  fined  he  ever 
faw }  the  tops  of  the  heights  crowned  with  trees  of 
a  prodigious  fizej  the  llream,  at  the  banks  of 
which  they  were  fitting,  was  limpid  and  pure  as 
the  fineft  cryllal ;  the  ford,  covered  thick  with  a 
bufhy  kind  of  tree  that  feemed  to  affc6l  to  grow 
to  no  height,  but  rather  to  court  the  furface  of 
the  water,  whilll  it  bore,  in  prodigious  quanti- 
ties, a  beautiful  yellow  flower,  not  unlike  a  fin- 
gle  wild  rofe  of  that  colour,  but  without  thorns. 

After  having  ilepped  over  the  ford  fifty  times, 
he  obferved  it  no  larger  than  a  common  mill- 
llream.  The  Nile,  from  this  ford,  turns  to  thc| 
wertward,  and  after  running  over  loofe  fiones  oc 
cafionally,  in  that  dire<5lion,  about  four  miles  fa?< 
ther,  the  angle  of  inclination  increafing  greatly, 
broken  water,  and  a  fail  commences  of  about  fii 
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feet,  and  thus  it  gets  rid  nf  .u       '  ^^ 

of  its  nativity,  and  iffues  imo  rh"'°?"*''''"°"^  P^^^e 
where  is  its  firft  cataraft  Trrfv  J^''"  ,«'*  ^°"tto, 
Goutto,  the  river  rcem,  tnP.'''J^^  P^^in  of 

fame  time,  it  there  moiTr      "°^  '  b"^  at  the 
ral  windings!  th7 '^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 
Mr.  Bruce  ever  faw,  makiLT  ^"^  '^'^^^  "^er 
angular  peninfulas    n  the  f.^?"'  '^^"^^^  'harp 
I'^'-ough  a  bare,  marfty  pLn  nf  ',  ^^  ^^'"  '^^^««> 
t^re  of  trees,  and  eS  '1  •'^'^'^"^^*^  ^^^^i' 
unplcafant  to  travel      AfS^^^^^r^n^'ent  and 
turns  due   north,  i^eceivlf /L^"?  ^'"^  P^ain,  it 
nyfmall  breams,  hSl^^^^^  ^^  '^- 

the  Kebezza,  which  deS  frnl'.?°^^"^^'^«"d 
of  Aformafta ;  and,  united    f!l?  -^^  "^^""tains 

about  twenty  miles  below  h  '"^°  '^^  ^'«« 
i^ere  to  run  rapidly,  and  ala  n  M  •'"'  ''  ^''S'n^s 
of  beautiful  rivulets  wM .5  L   ^^eceivcs  a  number 

i^eightsof  LitclSi^^it^.^^^^^^^  ^"  *^ 
mountains  that  nafs  beMn^    ^"^'/^'^'^^  ^^"ge  of 

able  ftream ;  its  banks  h  ah  ^  ^^^ome  a  confider- 
^'ith  old  tin^ber  trees  for  r^^^  f^  ^'^^'''>  ^-^'^vered 
"^'ies;  it  inclinerto  [^e  trfh'"?/ ^'^"^  ^^^^^e 
exceedinglv,  and  is  Li  •  P^^^^^-^aft,  and  winds 

through  which  th^NjeLT"'™^*^^  Peaces, 

,  'ttle  amufement  to  o^rea^lT?'  ''1  '5°^^  ^'^^7 
Kerve,   that   after   wafhlH"    rr''^^  ^^^*  ^"^>' ob, 

%Pt,  it  at  laft  difImboti5f.^?!^ .  '"^    ^^^^^ 
piterranean.         ""^"^oogues  itlelf  mto  the  Me- 

™  the  works  of  IVov  ]7^^\,\^°°'^  through 
Vol.  XiV.         ™»'  ''«n<^e.  that  alUiough  God,  :• 
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m  the  beginning,  gave  an  InClance  of  his  almigh* 
ty  power,  by  creating  the  world  with  one  finglc 

fiat,  yet,  in  the  laws  he  has  laid  down  for  the 
maintaining  order  and  regularity  in  the  details 
of  his  creation,  he  has  invariably  produced  all 

,  thefe  effects  by  the  lead  degree  of  power  poffible, 
and  by  thofe  means  that  feem  moft  obvious  to  hu- 
man conception.  But  it  feemed,  however,  not 
according  to  the  tenor  of  his  ways  and  wifdom, 
to  create  a  country  like  Egypt,  without  fprings, 
or  even  dews,  and  fubje6t  to  a  nearly  vertical  fun, 
that  he  might  fave  it  by  fo  extraordinary  an  in- 
tervention as  was  the  annual  inundation,  and 

*  make  it  the  moft  fertile  fpot  of  the  univerfe. 
Whatever  were  the  conjeftures  of  the  dreamers 
of  antiquity,  modern  travellers  and  philofophers, 
defcribing  without  fyftem  or  prejudice  what  their 
eye  faw,  have  found  that  the  inundation  of  Egypt 
has  been  efte6ted  by  natural  means,  perfectly  con- 
fonant  with  the  ordinary  rules  of  Providence,  and 
the  laws  given  for  the  government  of  the  reft  of 
the  univerfe.  They  have  found  that  the  plenti- 
ful fall  of  the  tropical  rains  produced  every  year 
«t  the  fame  time,  by  the  aftion  of  a  violent  fun, 
has  been  uniformly,  without  miracle,  the  caufe  of  | 
Egypt's  being  regularly  overflowed.  The  fun 
being  nearly  ftationary  for  fome  days  in  the  tro- 
pic of  Capricorn,  the  air  there  becomes  io  much 
rarefied,  that  the  heavier  winds,  charged  with| 
watery  particles,  ru(h  in  upon  it  from  the  Atlan- 
tic on  the  weft,  and  from  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the  I 
eaft.  The  fouth  wind,  moreover,  loaded  with 
heavy  vapour,  condenfed  in  that  high  ridge  of 
mountains  not  far  fouth  of  the  line,  which  forms 
a  fpine  to  the  peniafola  of  Africa^  and,  runningi 
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rorthwarcl  with  the  other  two,  furnifli  where- 
withal to  reftore  the  equilibrium. 

Immediately  after  the  fun  has  paffcd  the  line, 
he  begins  the  rainy  fealbn  to  ilie  louthward,  ftill 
as  he  approaches  the  zenith  of  each  place  j  but 
the  (ituation  and  neceflities  of  this  country  being 
varied,  the  manner  of  promoting  the  Inundation 
is  changed.  A  high  chain  of  mountains  runs 
from  about  6  deg.  fouth  all  along  the  middle  of 
the  continent  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  interfe6ls  the  fouthern  part  of  the  peninfula, 
nearly  in  th«  fame  manner  that  the  river  Nile 
does  the  northern.  A  ftrong  wind  from  the 
fouth,  (lopping  the  progrefs  of  the  condenfed  va- 
pours, dalhes  them  againft  the  cold  fummits  of 
this  ridge  of  mountains,  and  forms  many  rivers 
which  efcape  in  the  direction  either  eaft  or  welt, 
as  the  level  prefents  itfelf.  If  this  is  towards  the 
well,  they  fall  down  the  fides  of  the  mountains, 
into  the  Atlantic,  and  if  on  the  ead,  into  the  In- 
dian Ocean. 

Three  remarkable  appearances  attend  the  inun- 
dation of  the  Nile.  Every  morning  in  Abyflinia 
is  clear,  and  the  fun  Ihines ;  about  nine,  a  fmall 
cloud,  not  above  four  feet  broad,  appears  in  the 
call,  whirling  violently  round  as  if  upon  an 
axis  5  but,  arrived  near  the  zenith,  it  firll  abates 
its  motion,  then  lofes  its  form,  extends  itfelf 
greatly,  and  feems  to  call  up  vapours  from  all  op- 
pofife  quarters.  Thefe  ck)uds,  having  attained 
nearly  the  fame  height,  rulli  againft  each  other 
with  great  violence.  The  air,  impelled  before 
the  heaviell  mafs,  or  fwifteft  mover,  makes  an  im- 
predion  of  its  own  form  in  the  colle6tion  of 
clouds  oppolite^  and  the  moment  it  has  taken 
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poiTeflion  of  the  fpace  made  to  receive  it,  the 
moll  violent  thunder  poffible  to  be  conceived  in- 
ftantly  follows,  with  rain  j  after  fome  hours,  the 
Iky  again  clears,  with  a  wind  at  north,  and"  it  is 
always  difagreeably  cold  when  the  thermometer 
is  below  63  deg. 

The  fecond  thing  remarkable,  is  the  variation 
of  the  thermometer ;  when  (he  fun  is  in  the  fouth- 
ern  tropic,  36  deg.  diftant  from  the  zenith  of  Gon- 
dar,  it  is  feldom  lower  than  feventy-two  degrees; 
but  it  falls  to  lixty  and  fifty-nine  degrees  when 
the  fun  is  immediately  vertical ;  fo  happily  does 
the  approach  of  rain  compenfate  the  heat  of  a  too- 
fcorching  fun. 

The  third  is  that  remarkable  ftop  in  the  extent 
of  the  rains  northward,  when  the  fun,  that  has 
conduded  the  vapours  from  the  line,  and  fliould 
feem,  now  more  than  ever,  to  be  in  poffeflion  of 
them,  is  here  over- ruled  fuddenly,  till,  on  its  re- 
turn to  the  zenith  of  Gerri,  again  it  refumes  the 
abfolute  command  over  the  rain  j  and  recondu6ts 
it  to  the  line>  to  furnifli  diltant  deluges  to  the 
fouthward. 

Mr.  Bruce  fays  it  is  in  February,  March,  or  A- 
pril  only,  the  plague  begins  in  Egypt.  He  does  not 
confider  it  ?n  endemical  dileafe,  but  rather  thinks 
it  comes  from  Conftantinople  with  merchandife, 
or  palTengers,  and  at  this  time  of  the  year,  that 
the  air  having  attained  a  degree  of  putridity  pro- 
per to  receive  it  by  the  long  abfence  of  dews,  the 
infeftion  is  thereto  joined,  and  continues  to  rage 
till  it  is  fuddenly  t^opped  by. the  dews  occalioned 
by  a  refrelhing  mixture  of  rain  water,  which  is 
poured  out  into  the  Nile  at  the  beginning  of  the 
inundation. 

'.      -        ■■      '     ■  -     '  ^     "The I 
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The  firft  and  moft  remarkable  fign  of  the 
change  brought  about  in  the  air,  is  the  fudden 
flopping  of  the  plague  at  St.  John's  day :  every 
perlon,  though  ilint  up  from  fociety  for  months 
before,  buys,  fells,  and  communicates  with  his 
neighbour  without  any  fort  of  apprehenfion  j  and 
it  was  never  known,  as  far  as  Mr.  Bruce  could 
learn  upon  fair  enquiry,  that  any  one  fell  fick  of 
the  plague  after  this  annivetfary. 

Our  traveller  then  mentions  a  circumftance, 
which  is  univerlally  known,  and  cannot  be  deni- 
t(l.  The  Tm'ks  and  Moors  are  known  to  be  pre- 
deftinarians  j  they  believe  the  hour  of  man's  death 
is  fo  immutably  fixed,  that  nothing  can  either  ad- 
vance or  defer  it  an  inftant.  Secure  in  this  prin- 
ciple, theyexpofe  in  the market-place.immediatc- 
]y  after  St.  John's  day,  the  clothes  of  the  many 
thoufands  that  have  died  during  the  late  continu- 
ance of  the  plague,  all  which  imbibe  the  moid  air 
of  the  evening  and  the  morning,  are  handled, 
bought,  put  on,  and  worn  without  any  apprehenfion 
of  danger  i  and  though  they  confi^  of  furs,  cot- 
ton, filk,  and  woollen  cloths,  which  are  ftuifs  the 
moft  retentive  of  the  infe6tion,  no  accident  hap- 
pens to  thofe  who  wear  them  from  this  their  hap» 
py  confidence. 

Mr.  Bruce  now  returns  back  to  his  guide,  Wol- 
do,  whom  they  had  left  fettling  their  reception 
with  the  chief  of  the  village  of  Geefli.  They 
found  the  meafures  taken  by  this  man  fuch 
as  convinced  them  at  once  of  his  capacity  and  at- 
tachment. The  miferablc  Agows,  alfembled  all 
around  him,  were  too  much  interefted  in  the  ap- 
pearance our  travellers  made,  not  to  be  exceeding- 
ly inquifitive  how  long  their  ftay  was  to  be  among 
them.    I'hey  faw,  by  the  horfe  driven  before 
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them,  that  they  belonged  to  Faiil,  and  fufpe^led, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  that  they,  were  to  maintain 
them  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  they  fliould  live  at 
difcretion  upon  them,  as  long  as  they  chofe  to 
tarry  there  ;  but  Woldo,  with  great  addrefs,  had 
difpelled  thofe  fears  almoft  as  (oon  as  they  were 
formed.  He  informed  them  of  the  king's  grant 
to  Mr.  Bruce  of  the  village  of  Geefti  -,  that  Fafil's 
tyranny  and  avarice  would  end  that  day,  and  an- 
other matter  was  come  to  pafs  a  cheerful  time 
among  them,  with  a  refolution  to  pay  for  every  la- 
bour they  were  ordered  to  perform,  and  purchale  all 
things  for  ready  money  :  he  added,  moreover,  that 
iio  military  fervice  was  farther  to  be  exa<fted  from 
them,  either  by  the  king  or  governor  of  Damot, 
nor  from  their  prefent  matter,  as  he  had  no  ene- 
mies. They  found  this  news  had  circulated  with 
great  rapidity,  and  they  met  with  a  hearty  wel- 
come. 

Woldo  had  alked  a  houfe  from  the  (hum,  or 
prieft  of  the  Nile,  who  very  civilly  had  granted 
Mr.  Bruce  his  own  j  it  was  juft  large  enough  to 
ferve  him,  but  they  were  obliged  to  take  poffeffion 
of  four  or  five  others,*  and  they  were  fcarcely  fet- 
tled in  thefe,  when  a  fervant  arrived  from  Faiil, 
to  intimate  to  the  flium  his  furrendry  of  the  pro- 
perty and  fovereignty  of  Geefh  to  Mr.  Bruce,  in 
confequence  of  a  grant  from  the  king ;  he  brought 
with  him  a  fine,  large,  milk-white  cow,  two  ftieep, 
and  two  goats.  Fafil  alfo  fent  them  fix  jars  of  hy^ 
dromel,  fifty  wheat  loaves  of  very  excellent  bread, 
and  to  thisWelleta  Yafous  haa  added  two  middle- 
fized  horns  of  excellent  ftrong  fpirits.  Their 
liearts  were  now  perfectly  at  eafe,  and  they  patted 
&  very  merry  evening. 
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The  flium  was  ftruck  with  the  appearance  of 
our  travellers  wealth,  and  the  generofity  of  their 
condiid,  and  told  Woldo  that  he  infilled)  (ince 
they  Were  in  his  houles,  they  would  take  his 
daughters  for  their  houfekeepers.  The  propofal 
wasamoftrearonableone,aml  readilyaccepted.  He 
accordingly  fent  for  three  in  an  inftant,  and  they 
delivered  them  their  charge.  The  eldeft  took  it 
upon  her  readily  ;  ihe  was  about  lixteen  yeais  of 
age,  of  a  ftature  above  the  middle  llze,  but  llie 
was  remarkably  genteel,  and,  colour  apart,  her 
features  would  have  made  her  a  beauty  in  any 
country  in  Europe  j  (he  was,  belides,  very  fpright- 
lyj  they  underftood  not  one  word  of  her  lan- 
guage, though  (he  comprehended  very  eafily  the 
figns  that  they  made.  Thjs  nymph  of  the  Nile 
was  called,  by  nick  name,  Irepone,  which  ligniiies 
feme  animal  that  deftroys  mice. 

After  difpofing  of  fome  of  their  (lock  in  pur- 
chafes,  fhe  thought  herfelf  obliged  to  render  our 
travellers  an  account,  and  give  back  the  refidue 
at  night  Woldo,  with  a  proiettation  that  (he  had 
not  ftolen  or  kept  any  thing  to  herfelf.  Mr.  Bruce 
looked  upon  this  regular  accounting  as  an  unge- 
nerous treatment  of  their  benefa6trefs.  Mr.  Bruce 
[called  on  Woldo,  and  made  him  produce  a  parcel 
that  contained  the  fame  with  the  iirft  commodi- 
Ities  they  had  given  herj  and  this  conlifted  of 
beads,  antimony,  fmall  fci(rars,  kriiveS,  and  large 
needles.     He  then  bi'ought  out  a  packet  of  the 
fame  that  had  not  been  broken; and  told  her,  they 
I  were  intendfd  to  be  diftributed  among  her  friends, 
land  that  they  expeAed  no  account  from  her ;  on 
Ithe  contrary,  that,  after  (he  had  beftowed  thefe, 
|to  buy  them  neceflfaries,  and  for  any  purpofes  iho 
pleafedi  he  had  dill  as  many  more  to  leave  her  at 
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parting,  for  the  trouble  ihe  had  given  herfdf. 
Mr.  Bruce  often  thought  the  head  of  the  little 
favage  would  have  turned  with  the  poifellion  of 
fo  much  riches,  and  fo  great  contidence  j  and  it 
was  impoltible  to  be  fo  blinded,  as  not  to  fee  that 
our  traveller  had  alrwdy  made  great  progrefs  in 
her  affedions.  To  the  number  of  trifles  he  had 
added  one  ounce!  of  gold,  value  about  fifty  ihil- 
lings  fterling,  which  he  thought  would  defray 
their  expences  all  the  time  they  ftaid  j  and  hav- 
ing now  perfectly  arranged  the  economy  of  their 
family,  nothing  remained  but  to  make  the  proper 
obfervations. 

Once  a  year,  upon  the  principal  fountain  and 
altar  already  mentioned,  on  the  firfl  appearance 
of  the  dog-ftar,  or,  as  others  fay,  eleven  days  after, 
the  ihuni  aflembles  the  heads  of  the  clans;  and 
having  facrificed  a  black  heifer  that  never  bore  a 
calf,  they  plunge  the  head  of  it  into  this  fountain, 
they  then  wrap  it  up  in  its  own  hide,  fo  as  no  more 
to  be  feen,  after  having  fprinkled  the  hide  within 
and  without  with  water  from  the  fountain.  The 
carcafe  is  then  fplit  in  half,  and  cleaned  with  ex- 
traordinary care  5  and,  thus  prepared,  it  is  laid 
upon  the  hillock  over  the  tirft  fountain,  and 
wafhed  all  over  with  its  water,  while  the  elders, 
or  confiderable  people,  carry  water  in  their  hands 
joined  from  the  two  other  fountains;  they  then 
aflemble  upon  the  fmall  hill  a  little  weft  of  St. 
Michael,  where  thev  divide  the  carcafe  into  pieces 
correfponding  to  the  number  of  the  tribes,  and] 
each  tribe  has  its  privilege,  orpretenfions  to  par- 
ticular parts.  Gee{h  has  a  principal  llice,  thouglij 
the  mofl  inconfiderable  territory  of  the  wholej] 
Sacala  has  the  next;  and  Zeegam,  the  moft  con- 
liderable  of  them  aU  in  power  and  riches,  hs 
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the  lea  ft  of  the  whole.  After  having  ate  this 
carcafe  raw,  according  to  their  cuftom,  and  drunk 
the  Nile  water,  to  the  exclufion  of  any  other  li- 
quor, they  pile  up  the  bones  on  the  place  where 
they  fit,  and  burn  them  to  aihes. 

Having  finiihed  their  bloody  banquet,  they 
carry  the  head,  clofe  wrapt  from  light  in  the 
hide,  into  the  cavern,  which  they  fay  reaches  be- 
low the  fountains,  and  there,  by  a  common  light, 
without  torches,  or  a  number  of  candles,  as  denot- 
ing a  folemnity,  they  perform  their  worthip,  the 
particulars  of  which  Mr.  Bruce  neVer  could  learn  j 
it  is  a  piece  of  free  mafohry,  which  every  body 
knows,  and  nobody  ventures  to  reveal.  At  a  certain 
time  of  the  nigh  t  they  leave  the  cave;  but  our  tra  vel- 
ler  could  not  learn  what  became  of  the  head,  whe- 
ther it  was  ate,  or  buried,  or  how  confumed.  The 
Abyffintanshave  a  ftory,  probably  created  by  them- 
felves,  that  the  devil  appears  to  them  j  and  with 
him  they  eat  the  head,  fwearing  obedience  to  him 
upon  certain  conditions,  that  of  fending  rain,  and 
a  good  feafon  for  their  bees  and  cattle :  however 
[this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  they  pray  to  the 
|fpirit  refiding  in  the  river,  whom  they  call  the 
jEverlafting  God,  Light  of  the  World,  Eye  of  the 
World,  God  of  Peace,  their  Saviour,  and  Father 
|of  the  Univerfe. 

Their  landlord,  the  Ihum,  made  rid  fcruple  of 
[reciting  his  prayers  for  feafon  able  rain,  for  plenty 
lof  grafs,  for  the  prefervation  of  ferpents,  at  leaft 
lof  one  kind  of  this  reptile;  he  alfo  deprecated 
thunder  in  thefe  prayers,  which  he  pronounced 
ifery  pathetically  with  a  kind  of  tone  or  fong; 
Recalled  the  river,  "  Moft  high  God,  Saviour  of 
fhe  World ;"  of  the  other  words  Mr.  Bruce  could 
lot  well  judge  but  by  the  interpretation  of 
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Woldo.  Thofe  titles,  however,  of  divinity  which 
he  gave  to  the  river,  he  could  perfedtly  compre- 
hend without  an  interpreter,  and  for  thefe  only 
he  is  a  voucher. 

Mr.  Bruce  aiked  the  prieft,  into  whofe  good 
graces  he  had  purpofely  inlinuate^  himfelf,  if 
ever  any  fplrit  had  been  feen  by  him  ?  He  an- 
fwered,  without  hefitation,  Yes;  very  frequently. 
He  faid  he  had  leen  the  fpirit  the  evening  of  the 
3d,  juft  as  the  fun  was  fetting,  under  a  tree,  ■  "^j^P^f^ 
which  he  iliewed  our  traveller  at  a  diftance,  i!"  J**'^' 
who  told  him  of  the  death  of  a  fon,  and  alfo  that  1^  ^"^^S^ 
a  party  from  Fafil's  army  was  coming  j  that,  being  1"""?^^°" 
afraid,  he  confulted  his  ferpent,  who  ate  readilyl  j  ®  ^^^ 
and  heartily,  from  which  he  knew  no  harm  wail^  S  wl 
to  befal  him  from  his  vifiters.  Mr.  Bruce  aiked i^"  ^^'^^'^ 
him,  if  he  could  prevail  on  the  fpirit  to  appear  to 
him.  He  faid  he  couM  not  venture  to  make  that 
requeft.  He  faid  he  was  of  a  very  graceful  figure 
and  appearance;  he  thought  rather  older  thaiii 
middle  agej  but  he  feldom  chofe  to  look  at  hi 
face  J  he  had  a  long  white  beard,  his  clothes  noi 
like  theirs,  of  leather,  but  like  (ilk,  of  the  failiioi 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Bruce  alked  him,  how  h 
-was  certain  it  was  not  a  man  ?  He  laughed,  or  ra 
Iher  fneered,  Ihaking  his  head  and  faying,  "  Noi 
no,  it  is  no  man,  but  a  fpirit."  Mr.  Bruce  the., 
defired  to  know  why  he  prayed  againll  thundci|  5  J.  * 
He  faid,  Becaufe  it  was  hurtful  to  the  bees,  theif^"  y  Ge 
great  revenue  being  honey  and  wax:  then,  wh|""Y^"*^ 
he  prayed  for  ferpents  ?  he  replied,  Becaufe  th«^^^>  P^ffi 
taught  him  the  coming  of  good  or  evil.  It  f<?<^"f^i. 
they  have  all  feveral  of  thefe  creatures  in  til  ."®  ^S\ 
neighbourhood,  and  the  richer  fort  always  in  thel^'  ^^  poi 
houfes,  whom  they  take  care  of,  and  feed  belof^  natio; 
they  undertake  a  journey,  or  any  affair  of  conlff^^  's  ra 
,,     .  ,  -        .      \  -     '       qnenFgtoth 


feidom  an 
<'/  lie  had 
belt.     Ab( 
which  co^ 
but  had 
ftatuesj  tJ 
e  approi 
hich  ourl 
0.    The^ 
ake  no 
"ts  of  Ge^ 


ty  which 
compve- 
iiefe  only 

lofe  good 
limfelf,  if 
'  He  an* 
requentiy. 
ling  of  the 
,er  a  tree, 


fillUCE*S   TRAVELS.  215 

qucnce.  They  take  this  animal  from  his  hole* 
and  put  butter  and  milk  before  him,  of  which  he 
is  extravagantly  fond ;  if  he  does  not  eat^  ill-for- 
tune is  near  at  hand. 

The  {hum's  name  was  Kefla  Abay,  or  Servant 
of  the  River  j  he  was  a  man  about  feventy,  and 
rather  infirm.  He  conceived  that  he  might  have 
had  eighty-four  or  eighty-five  children.  That 
honourable  charge  which  he  polfefled  had  beea 
in  his  family  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  as 
difiance,  1  jjg  imagined.  Indeed,  if  all  predeceflbrs  had  ag 
id  alfo  ^i^^t  ■  jjyj^gj.Qyg  families  as  he,  there  was  no  probabilit/ 
that,  heing  l^f  jj^g  fucceflion  devolving  to  Grangers.  He  had 
ate  readily ig ^^^^  white  beard,  and  very  moderately  thick; 
0  ^^^^"^  y'^^lan  ornament  rare  in  Abyffinia,  where  they  have 
Bruce  ai^^^^lfeidom  any  hair  upon  their  chin.  Round  his  bo- 
to  appear  to|^y>jjgjj^^^  Ikin  wrapt,  and  tied  with  a  broad 
o  make  tnat||jgj^.  ^^^jye  ^hig  jjc  wore  a  cloak  with  the  hood 
aceful  "g^^^lwhich  covered  his  head ;  he  was  bare  legged, 
L  ^\Aar  thaii^i^^j.  jj^^  fandals,  much  like  thofe  upon  ancient 
ftatues  j  thefe,  however,  he  put  off  as  foon  as  ever 
e  approached  the  bog  where  the  Nile  rifes, 
bich  our  travellers  were  all  likewife  (^bilged  to 
0.  They  were  allowed  to  drink  the  water,  but 
ake  no  other  ufe  of  it.  None  of  the  inhabit- 
,  -nts  of  Geeih  walh  themfelves,  or  their  clothes,  in 
-  •  i^r"^^^  ^ylhe  Nile,  but  in  a  llream  that  falls  from  the  moun- 
aintt  thumiejj^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  -^^^^  ^^^  pj^j^^  of  Aflb,  which 
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ard,  paffing  the  country  of  the  Gafars  andGon-. 
jas. 
J  The  Agows,  in  whofe  country  the  Nile  rifes^ 
eatures  in  Jg^  jj,  ^ou^l  of  number,  one  of  the  mod  confider- 
always  in  tnem j^  nations  in  Abyffinia  ;  when  their  whole 
nd  ieed  DC  m^^  .^  raifed,  which  feldom  happens,  they  can 
affair  ot  ^°"  fcng  to  the  field  four  thoufand  horfe^  and  a  great 
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number  of  foot  j  they  were,  however,  once  much 
tnorc  powerful  j  feveral  unluccefsful  battles,  and 
the  perpetual  inroads  of  the  Galla,  have  much 
diminilhcd  their  f^rength.  Their  riches,  how- 
ever, are  ftill  greater  than  their  power,  for  though 
their  province  in  length  is  no  where  fixty  miles, 
nor  half  that  in  breadth,  yet  Gondar,  and  all  the 
neighbouring  country,  depend  for  the  necelTaries 
of  life,  cattle,  honey,  butter,  wheat,  hides,  wax, 
and  a  number  of  fuch  articles,  upon  the  Agows, 
who  came  conftantly  in  fuccellion,  a  thoufand 
and  fifteen  hundred  at  a  time^  loaded  with  thele 
commodities,  to  the  capital. 

It  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that,  in  a  long 
carriage,  fuch  as  that  of  a  hundred  miles  in  fuch 
a  climate,  butter  mud  melt,  and  be  in  a  fiate  of 
fufion,  conlequently  very  near  putrefadlion  j  this 
is  prevented  by  the  root  of  an  herb,  called  Moc- 
moco,  yellow  in  colour,  and  in  a  fliape  nearly  re- 
fen^ling  a  carrot}  this  they  bruife  and  mix  with 
their  butter,  and  a  very  fmall  quantity  preferves 
it  frelh  for  a  conliderable  time. 

Befides  the  market  of  Gondar,  the  neighbour- 
ing black  favages,  the  woolly-headed  Shangalla, 
purchafe  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  commodities 
from  them,  and  many  others,  which  they  bring 
from  the  capital  when  they  return  thence j  they 
receive  in  exchange  elephants'  teeth,  rhinoceros' 
horns,  gold  in  fmall  pellets,  and  a  quantity  of 
Tery  fine  cotton. 

The  clothing  of  the  Agows  is  all  of  hldes,| 
which  tiiey  foften  and  manufa6lure  in  a  methodi 
peculiar  to  themfelves  j  and  this  they  wear  in  the, 
rainy  reafon,  when  the  weather  is  cold,  for  here 
the  rainy  feafons  are  of  long  duration  and  violent. 
Their  c)pthin£  lis  lifeica  fliirtdgwntQtheirfeet,and| 
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girded  with  a  belt  or  girdle  about  their  middle; 
the  lower  part  of  it  refembles  a  large  double  petti- 
coat, t^ne  plv  of  which  they  turn  back  over  their 
ihoulilers,  faflening  it  with  a  broach,  or  ikewer, 
acrofs  their  bread  before.    The  wonnen  are  ge- 
nerally thin,  and,  like  the  men,  below  the  middle 
fize.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  barrennefs  known 
among  them.    They  begin  to  bear  children  be* 
fore  eleven ;  they  marry  generally  about  that  age, 
and  are  marriageable  two  years  before ;  thev  ge- 
nerally clofe  child-bearing  before  they  are  thirty. 
Beudes  what  they  fell,  and  what  they  pay  to 
the  governor  of  Damot,  the  Agows  have  a  parti- 
cular tribute  which  they  prefent  to  the  king :  one 
thoufand  dabra  of  honey,  each  dabra  containing 
about  lixty  pounds  weight,  being  a  large  earth- 
en veflel.    They  pay,  moreover,  iifteen  hundred 
oxen,  and  one  thoufand  ounces  of  gold.    The 
officer  that  keeps  the  accounts,  and  fees  the  rents 
paid,  is  called  Agow  Miziker ;  his  poft  is  worth 
one  thoufand  ounces  of  gold ;  and  bv  this  it  may 
be  judged  with  what  economy  this  revenue  19 
colle^led. 

Though  Mr.  Bruce  had  with  him  two  large 
tents  fufficient  for  his  people,  he  was  advifed  to 
take  pofleffion  of  the  houfes,  to  fecrete  their  mules 
and  horfes  from  thieves  in  the  night,  as  alfo  from 
the  alTaults  of  wild  bealls,  of  which  this  country 
is  full.  Almod  every  fmall  colledion  of  houfes 
has  behind  it  a  large  cave,  the  fubtcrraneous 
dwelling,  dug  in  the  rock,  of  a  prodigious  capa- 
city, and  which  muft  have  been  a  work  of  great 
labour.  It  is  not  poffible,  at  this  dijftance  of  time, 
to  fay  whether  thefe  caverns  were  the  ancient  ha- 
bitation of  the  Agows  when  they  were  Troglo- 
dites,  or  whether  they  were  intended  for  retreats 
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upon  any  alarm  of  an  irruption  of  the  Galla  into 
their  country. 

On  the  pth  of  November,  Mr.  Bruce  having 
finilhed  his  remarks  relating  to  thefe  remarkable 
places,  traced  again  on  foot  the  whole  courfe  of 
this  river  from  its  fource  to  the  plain  of  Goutto. 
He  was  imattended  by  any  one,  having  with  him 
only  two  hunting-dogs,  and  his  gun  in  his  hand. 
The  quantity  of  game  of  all  forts,  efpecially  the 
deer  kind,  was,  indeed,  furprifing ;  but  though 
he  was,  as  ufual,  a  very  fuccefs»ful  fportfman,  he 
was  obliged,  for  want  of  help,  to  leave  each  deer 
where  he  fell. 

•  Our  travellers  now  began  to  think  of  depart- 
ing. They  had  paifed  their  time  in  perfe6t  har- 
mony j  the  addrefs  of  Woldo,  and  the  great  at- 
tachment of  their  friend  Irepone,  had  kept  their 
houfein  a  cheerful  abundance.  They  had  lived, 
it  is  true,  too  magnificently  for  philolbphers,  but 
neither  idly  nor  riotouflyj  and  he  believes,  never 
will  2iX\y  f/yvereign  of  Geelh  be  again  fo  popular,  or 
reign  over  his  fubje^s  with  greater  mildnefs. 
Mr.  Bruce  had  praftifed  medicine  gratis,  and 
killed,  for  three  days  fucceflively,  a  cow  each  day 
for  the  poor  and  the  neighbours.  He  had  clothed 
the  high  prieft  of  the  Nile  from  head  to  foot,  as 
alfo  his  two  fons,  and  decorated  two  of  his 
daughters  with  beads  of  all  the  colours  of  the 
rainbow,  adding  every  other  little  prefent  they 
.feemed  fond  of,  or  that  our  travellers  thought  i 
would  be  agreeable.  As  for  their  amiable  Irepone, 
they  had  referved  for  her  the  choiceft  of  their 
prefeDts^  the  moft  valuable  of  every  article  they 
had  with  them,  and  a  large  proportion  of  every] 
one  of  them  ;  they  alfo  gave  her  fome  gold  j  but 
ihc^  more^ocrous  and  nobler  In  her  fentimentsl 
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than  they,  feemed  to  pay  little  attention  to  what 
announced  to  her  the  feparation  from  her  friendsj 
Ihe  tore  her  fine  hair,  which  rtie  had  every  day 
before  braided  in  a  newer  and  more  graceful 
manner ;  llie  threw  herfelf  upon  the  ground  in 
the  houfe,  and  refufed  to  fee  our  travellers  mount 
on  horfeback,  or  take  their  leave,  and  came  not 
to  the  door  till  they  were  already  fet  outj  then 
followed  them  with  her  good  wi flies  and  her  eyes 
as  far  as  fhe  could  fee  or  be  heard. 

Mr.  Bruce  took  his  leave  of  Kef!a  Abay,  the 
venerable  prieft  of  the  mofl  famous  river  in  the 
world,  who  recommended  him  with  great  earn- 
eftnefs  to  the  care  of  his  god,  which,  as  one  of 
our  travellers  humorouily  enough  obferved, 
meant  nothing  lefs  than  that  he  hoped  the  devil 
would  take  him.  All  the  young  men  in  the  vil- 
lagcj  with  lances  and  fliields,  attended  them  to 
St.  Michael  Sacala,  that  is,  to  the  borders  of  their 
country,  and  end  of  Mr.Bruce's  little  fovereignty. 

On  the  10th  of  November  1770,  our  travellers 
left  Geelh  on  their  return  to  Gondar.  Next  day 
Mr.  Bruce  fettled  with  his  former  guide,  Woldo, 
to  his  perfed  fatisfadtion,  and  cancelled  entirely 
ihe  memory  of  fome  difagreeable  things  pafled. 
He  then  configned  our  traveller  very  fqlemnly  to 
Ayto  Aylo's  fervant,  in  prefence  of  Welled  Am« 
lac,  and  then  took  his  leave. 

On  the  I'ith  of  November,  they  fet  out  from 
the  Iiofpjtable  houfe  of  Shalaka  Welled  Amlac. 
Their  landlord  accompanied  them  in  perfon  to 
the  ford;  and  by  this,  and  hisreadinefs  to  (hew 
them  what  he  thought  worthy  their  curiofity,  and 
by  his  care  in  afcertaining  for  them  the  diflances 
and  lituations  of  places,  he  gave  them  a  certain 
-  U  2  \      proof 
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yroof  he  was  well  contented,  and,  therefore,  that 
they  had  nothing  to  fear. 

Immediately  on  the  top  of  the  hill  afcending 
from  the  river  is  the  fmall  town  of  Delakus,  which 
gives  the  ford  where  they  paffed  its  name;  it  is 
more  confiderable  in  appearance  than  is  the  ge- 
nerality of  thefe  fmall  towns  or  villages  in  Abyf- 
iinia,  becaufe  inhabited  by  Mahometans  only,  a 
trading,  frugal,  intelligent,  and  indufirious  peo- 
ple. 

Their  condu6tor.  Welled  Amlac,  put  our  tra- 
vellers in  mind  of  the  fervice  he  had  rendered 
them,  and  they  were  not  unmindful  of  him.  He 
Jiad  been  received  with  very  great  refpe6k  at  the 
laft  place,  and  it  is  incredible  with  what  expedi- 
tion he  fwallowed  near  a  pound  of  raw  fleih  cut 
from  the  buttocks  of  the  animal  yet  alive.  After 
fome  horns  of  hydromel,  he  paffed  to  the  other 
lide,  where  he  was  received  with  ftill  more  affec- 
tion, if  poflible,  by  Welleta  Michael  j  and  there 
he  began  again  to  eat  the  raw  meat  with  an  ap- 
petite as  keen  as  if  he  had  failed  for  whole  days; 
he  tliv^n  configned  our  travellers  to  Ayto  Welleta 
Michael,  his  friend,  who  furnifhed  them  with  a 
fervant  to  conduft  them  on  their  way,  while  he 
himfelf  remained  that  night  at  the  ford. 

Maitfha,  the  place  our  travellers  were  now  pre- 
paring to  leave,  is  governed  by  ninety-nine  (hums, 
and  is  an  appendage  of  the  office  of  Betwuder, 
to  whom  it  pays  two  thoufand  ounces  of  gold,  i 
The  people  are  originally  of  thole  Galla  weft  of 
the  Abay,  who  had  been  tranfplanted  thither  at[ 
different  periods. 

Without  any  iftcident  worth  recording,  they| 
arrived  <at  Goudar  5  and  thus  finifhed  their  long- 
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projei'iecl  expedition,  to  the  fountains  of  the 
Nile,  having,  in  their  return  honae,  made  as  it 
were,  the  chord  of  the  arch  of  their  former  jour- 
ney, or  about  ninety-three  miles. 

It  was  not  till  the  '23d  of  November,  owing  to 
the  troubles  that  then  reigned  in  the  capital  of 
Abyflinia,  that  Mr.  Bruce  faw  the  Iteghe.  When 
he  came  iirft  into  her  prefence,  he  kneeled,  with 
his  forehead  to  the  ground.  She  put  on  a  very 
ferious  countenance,  and,  without  deiiring  him  to 
rife,  faid  gravely  to  her  people  about  her,  *•  There, 
fee  that  madman,  who  in  times  like  thefe,  when 
we  the  natives  of  the  country  are  not  fafe  in  our 
own  houfes,  raihly,  againft  all  advice,  runs  out 
into  the  fields  to  be  hunted  like  a  .wild  bead  by 
every  robber,  of  which  this  country  is  full."  She 
then  made  hitaa  (ign  to  rife,  which  he  did,  and 
kilfed  her  hand.  "  Madam,"  faid  he,  '•  if  I  did 
this,  it  was  in  confequcnce  of  the  good  leflbns 
your  majefty  leigned  to  give  me.  I  have  heard 
you  fay,  when  you  was  threatened  by  a  multitude 
of  ^powerful  enemies,  that  you  was  not  afraid,— 
ydii  was  in  God's  hands,  and  not  in  theirs.  Now, 
Madam,  Providence  has  hitherto  prote6ted  you: 
I  have,  in  humble  imitation  of  you,  had  the  fame 
Chriftian  confidence,  and  I  have  fucceededj  I 
knew  I  was  in  God's  hands,  and  therefore  valued 
not  the  bad  intentions  of  all  the  robbers  in  Abyf- 
finia." 

Mr,  Bruce  next  details  the  hiftory  of  the  Abyf- 
finians  during  his  relidence  among  them.  But, 
as  this  contains  only  a  detail  of  horrid  rebellions* 
battles,  blood,  and  (laughter,  our  readers  can  take 
little  intcrert  in  it.  We  Ihall  only  ouferve,  that 
Mr.  Bruce  feenis  to  have  lliewn  great  courage  ivt 
feveral  in^ances,  and  on  that  account,  was  pre-: 
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fcnted  b)'-  the  king  with  a  large  chain  of  gold, 
with  very  maffy  links,  which  he  doubled  twice, 
and  then  put  it  over  Mr.  Bruce's  neck.  The  chain 
confitted  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  links, 
each  of  them  weighing  three  penny-weights  and 
ODC  twelfth  of  fine  gold ;  "It  was  with  the  utmoft 
rclu6tance,"  fays  Mr.  Bruce,  "  that  being  in  want 
of  every  thing,  I  fold  a  great  part  of  this  honour- 
able diilindion  at  Sennaar  in  my  return  home. 
It  is4ioped  my  fucceffors  will  never  have  the  fame 
cxcufc  I  had  for  farther  diminifljing  this  honour- 
able monument  which  I  have  left  them." 

After  the  troubles  had  ceafed,  and  Ras  Michael, 
of  whom  we  had  before  fpoken,  was  fent  away 
ppifoner  from  Gondar,  the  queen  returned  to  Kof- 
cam,  where  Mr.  Bruce  paffed  a  great  part  of  his 
time ;  but  his  health  declining  every  day,  he  had 
obtained,  with  great  difficulty,  liberty  from  her  to 
attempt  his  return  home.  The  king,  too,  after  a 
hundred  exceptions  and  provifos,  had  at  length 
been  brought  to  give  an  unwilling  confent. 

Captain  Thorpas  Price,  of  the  Lion  of  Bombay, 
had  been  obliged  to  continue  at  Jidda,  till  the 
feafon  after  Mr.  Bruce  went  from  thence  to  Abyf- 
iinia.  He  had  already  heard  once  from  him^  and 
now  a  fecond  time.  He  informed  Mr.  Bruce  that 
his  countrymen  had  been  in  the  grcateft  pain  for 
him  J  that  feveral  reports  had  been  current,  both 
at  Jidda  and  Mocha,  of  his  having  been  aflafli- 
jiatedj  fometimes  it  was  faid  by  the  naybe  of 
Mafuah  j  fometimes  that  it  happened  at  Gondar; 
by  others  at  Sennaar,  at  his  return  home.  Cap- 
tain Price  wrote  in  this  laft  letter,  that,  thinking 
Kir.  Bruce  muft  be  diftrefled  for  want  of  money, 
he  had  left  orders  with  Ibrahim  SeraiF,  the  Eng- 
liih  broker  at  Jidda^  to  advance  him  one  thoufand  I 
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crowns,  deliring  his  draft  to  be  fent  to  Ibrahim, 
directed  to  him  or  his  brother  at  Bombay,  and  to 
make  it  payable  to  a  gentleman  of  that  name  who 
lived  in  Smithfield. 

Mr.  Bruce  had  made  a  ibew,  and,  as  he  him- 
felf  fays,  with  fome  degree  of  oftentation,  offend- 
ing his  gold  chain  to  Cairo  by  the  hand  of  Meti- 
cal  Aga's  fervant ;  declaring  always  that  it  was 
the  only  piece  of  Abyliinian  gold  he  fhould  carry 
out  of  the  country,  which  he  was  to  leave,  both 
in  fa6t  and  appearance,  a  pauper.  Mules  are  the 
only  beads  for  carriage  commonly  ufed  in  Abyf- 
finia,  thotigh  bulls  and  cows,  of  a  particular  kind, 
are  bought  for  the  purpofe  by  carriers,  merchants, 
and  fuch  like,  in  that  country,  efpecially  near 
the  mines  or  quarries  of  faltj  they  are  very  flow, 
however,  and  capable  of  no  great  burden,  though 
very  ealily  maintained.  Mr.  Bruce  had  abund- 
ance of  mules  of  his  own  for  carrying  his  inftru- 
ments  and  baggage;  and  the  king  and  Iteghe 
furniftied  him  with  others  for  his  own  riding. 
He  had,  bolides,  two  favourite  horfes,  which  he 
intended  to  attempt  to  carry  home,  fooliihly 
enough ;  for  though  he  thought  in  his  own  mind, 
that  he  was  fufficiently  informed  of,  and  prepared 
for  all  forts  of  hardihips,  he  had  not  forefeen  the 
hundredth  part  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
were  then  awaiting  him. 

Mr.  Bruce's  whole  attention  was  now  taken  up 
in  preparations  for  his  return  through  the  king- 
dom of  Sennaar  and  the  Defert.  Mr.  Bruce  does 
not  wifli  to  take  up  the  reader's  time  with  a  long 
narrative  of  leave-taking,  or  what  palfed  between 
him  and  thofe  illuflrious  perfonages,  with  whom 
he  liad  lived  fo  long  in  the  moft  perfect  and  cordial 
tViendllrip.    MeM  of  little  and  envious  minds, 
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would,  perhaps^  think  he  was  compofing  a  pane- 
gyric upon  himfelf,  from  which,  therefore,  he 
fays,  he  mod  willingly  refrains. 

Our  traveller  then  mentions  what  pafled  at  the 
laft  interview  he  had  with  the  Itegh6.  Here  he 
met  with  one  of  the  chief  priefts  of  Gondar,  nam- 
ed Tenfa  Chriftos,  with  whom  he  had  this  con- 
ference. "  I  beg  of  you,"  faid  he,  "  Yagoube,  as 
a  favour,  to  tell  me,  now  you  are  immediately  go- 
ing away  from  this  country,  and  you  can  anfwer 
me  without  fear,  Are  yon  really  a  Frank, or  are  you 
not  ?"— "  Sir,"  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  '*  I  do  not  know 
what  you  mean  by  fearj  I  came  here  recom- 
mended, and  was  well  received  by  the  king  and 
Has  Michael ;  I  neither  taught  nor  preached ;  no 
man  ever  heard  me  fay  a  word  about  my  parti- 
cular mode  of  worfhip  j  and  as  often  as  my  duty 
has  called  me,  I  have  never  failed  to  attend  divine 
fervice  as  it  isellabliflied  in  this  country.  What 
is  the  ground  of  fear  that  I  ihould  have,  while 
under  the  king's  proteAion,  and  cuftoms  of  Abyf- 
iinia  ?"— «  True,  replied  Tenfa  Chriftos,  1  do  not 
fay  you  lliould  be  alarmed ;  whatever  your  faith 
is  I  would  defend  you  myfelf ;  the  Itegh6  knows  1 1 
always  fpoke  well  of  you ;  but  will  you  gratify  an  j 
old  man's  curiofity,  in  telling  me  whether  or  noti 
you  really  are  a  Frank,  Catholic,  or  Jefuit  ?" 

"  I  have  too  great  a  regard,"  replied  Mr.Bruce,| 
*'  to  the  requeft  of  a  man,  fo  truly  good  and  vir- 
tuous as  you,  not  to  have  anfwered  you  the  quel- 
tion  at  whatever  time  you  could  have  alked  me;| 
and  I  do  now  declare  to  you,  by  the  word  of  a 
Chri'ftian,  that  my  countrymen  and  I  are  very  dif* 
tant  in  matters  of  religion  from  thefe  you  calll 
Catholics,  Jefuits,  or  Franks.  Every  man  in  oiirl 
CQUutry  is  allowed  to  feyve  God  in  his  o.vn  \vay;j 
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And  as  long  as  their  teachers  confine  themfelves 
to  what  the  lacred  books  have  told  thenij  they 
can  teach  no  ill,  and  therefore  deferve  no  puniih- 
nient.*  No  religion,  indeed,  teaches  a  man  evil ;  but, 
uhcn  forgetting  this,  tho^  preach  againft  govern- 
ment, curfe  the  king,  abfolve  his  fubje^ts  from 
allegiancfe,  or  incite  them  to  rebellion,  as  being 
lawful,  the  fword  of  the  civil  power  cuts  them  off, 
without  any  blame  falling  upon  their  religion, 
becaufe  thefe  things  were  done  in  contradidion 
to  what  their  priefts,  from  the  fcripture,  ihould 
have  taught  them  were  truly  the  tenets  of  that 
very  religion."  The  Iteghc  now  interpofed,  and 
the  fubjed  was  dropped. 

Mr.  Bruce  then  got  up,  and,  palling  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  room,  he  flood  by  Terifa  Chriftos,  fay- 
ing to  him,  *'  And  now,  holy  father,  I  have  one 
laft  favour  to  alk  you,  which  is  your.forgivenefs, 
if  I  have  at  any  time  offended  youj  your  blefling, 
now  that  I  am  immediately  to  depart,  if  I  have 
not  J  and  your  prayers  while  on  my  long  and 
dangerous  journey,  through  countries  of  infidels 
and  pagans." 

A  hum  of  applaufe  founded  all  throughout  the 
room.  The  Iteghe  faid  fomething,  but  what,  Mr. 
Bruce  did  not  hear.  Tenfa  Ch  'iftos  was  furprifed 
apparently  at  Mr.  Bruce's  humility,  which  he  had 
not  expe6ted,  and  cried  out  with  tears  in  his  eyes,"  Is 
it  poffible,Yagoube,  that  you  believe  my  prayers  can 
do  you  any  good  " — "  I  (hould  not  be  a  Chridian, 
as  I  profefs  to  be,  father,"  replied  Mr.  Bruce,.**  if 
I  had  any  doxibt  of  the  effed  of  good  men's  pray- 
ers." Sa  faying,  he  (looped,  to  kifs  his  hand,  when 
he  laid  a  fmail  iron  crofs  upon  his  head;  and, 
to  our  traveller's  great  furprife,  inilead  of  a  bene- 
di(Jtion,  he  repeated  the  Lord's  prayer.    Mr.  Bruce 
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was  afraid  he  would  have  kept  him  (looping  till 
he  lliould  add  the  ten  commandments  likevvife, 
when  he  concluded,  *'  Gzier  y'  Baracuc,"  May  God 
bleft  you,  after  which,  Mr.  Bruce  made  his  obei- 
fance  to  the  Itegh6,  and  immediately  withdrew. 

Twenty  greaiy  monks,  however,  had  placed 
themfelves  in  his  way  aji  he  went  out,  that  they 
might  have  the  credit  of  giving  him  the  blelling 
likewife  after  Tenfa  Chriftos.  As  he  had  very 
little  faith  in  the  prayers  of  thefe  drones,  fo  he 
had  fome  reluftance  to  kifs  their  greafy  hands  and 
lleeves ;  however,  in  running  this  difagreeable 
gauntlet,  he  gave  them  his  blefling  in  Englilh, 
— '*  Lord  fend  you  all  a  halter,  as  he  did  to  Abba 
Salama,"  meaning  the  Acab  Saat.  But  they, 
thinking  he  was  recommending  them  to  the  pa- 
triarch Abba  Salama,  pronounced,  at  random, 
with  great  feeming  devotion,  their  Amen,-So be  it. 

On  the  2()th  of  December,  1771,  Mr  Bruce  left 
Gondar.  The  king  had  delayed  his  fetting  out, 
by  feveral  orders  fent  him  in  the  evening  each 
day  ;  and  he  plainly  faw  there  was  fome  meaning 
in  this,  and  that  he  was  wifliing  to.  throw  diffi- 
culties in  the  way,  till  fome  accident,  or  fudden 
emergency,  never  wanting  in  that  country,  lliould 
make  it  abfolutely  impoHible  for  him  to  leave 
Abyflinia.  When,  therefore,  the  laft  meflage 
came  to  Kofcara  on  the  25th,  at  night,  Mr.  Bruce 
returned  his  refpedtful  duty  to  his  majefty,  put 
him  in  mind  of  his  promife,  and  entreated  hira 
to  leave  him  to  his  fortune ;  that  his  fervants 
were  already  gone,  and  he  was  refolved  to  fct  out 
next  morning. 

,y  The  next  morning  early,  Mr.  Bruce  was  fur- 
prifed  at  the  arrival  of  a  young  nobleman,  lately 
inade  one  of  his  bed-chamber,  with  fifty  light 
.    ,  horfe. 
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horfc.  Ashe  was  fatisfied,  that  leaving  Abyflinia, 
without  parade,  as  privately  as  poUible,  \va&  the 
only  way  to  pafs  through  Sennaar  j  he  theiefore 
infifted  upon  none  of  his  friends  accompanying 
liim,  and  he  begged  to  decline  this  efcoit.  It 
was,  however,  one  o'clock  before  Mr.  Bruce  fet 
out,  by  the  weft  fide  of  Debra  I'zai,  having  the 
mountain  on  their  right  hand.  From  the  top  of 
that  afcent,  they  faw  the  plain  and  flat  country 
below,  black,  and,  in  its  appearance,  one  thick 
wood,  which  fome  authors  have  called  lately^  the 
Shumeta,  or  Nubian  Foreit. 

All  the  difafters  which  Mr.  Bruce  had  to  dread 
in  the  courle  of  the  journey,  which  he  h.'d  thus 
begun,  now  prefented  themfelves  to  his  mind, 
and  made,  for  a  moment,  a  ftrong  irapreflion  up- 
on his  fpirits.  But  it  was  too  late  to  draw  back, 
they  dye  was  caft,  for  life  or  for  death  j  home  was 
before  him,  however  diftant  j  and  if,  through  the 
protedion  of  Providence,  he  fliould  be  fortunate 
enough  to  arrive  there,  he  promifed  himfelf  the 
applaufe  of  his  country,  and  of  all  unprejudiced 
men  of  fenfe  and  learning  in  Europe  j  for  hav- 
ing, by  his  own  private  efforts  alone,  completed 
adifcovery,  which  had,  from  early  ages,  defied 
the  addrefs,  induftry,  and  courage  of  all  the 
world. 

Having  rather  hardened,  than  comforted  his 
hearv  by  thefe  refle6tions,  he  now  advanced  down 
the  ftefep  fide  of  the  mountain,  through  very 
ftrong  and  rugged  ground,  torn  up  by  the  torrents 
that  fall  on  every  fide  from  above.  This  is  call- 
ed the  Defcent  of  Moura  j  and  though  both  they 
and  their  bealls  were  in  great  health  and  fpirits, 
they  could  not,  with  their  utmoft  endeavours,  ad- 
vance much  iuore  than  one  auke  an  hour.    Tw^ 
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Greeks,  one  of  whom  only  was  his  fervant,  and  a 
third,  nearly  blind,  flying  from  poverty  and  want ; 
an  old  janizary,  who  had  come  to  Abyffinia  with 
the  Abuna,  and  Copht  who  left  them  at  Sennaar; 
t'lefe,  and  fome  common  men  who  took  charge 
of  the  beads,  and  were  to  go  no  farther  than 
Tcherkin,  were  his  only  companions  in  this  long 
and  wearifome  journey. 

On  the  28th,  they  entered  a  thick  wood,  wind- 
ing round  a  hill,  in  a  fouth-eafl  dire6tion,  to  get 
into  the  plain  below,  where  they  were  furround- 
ed  by  a  great  multitude  of  men,  armed  with 
lances,  ihields,  flings,  and  large  clubs  or  flicks, 
"who  rained  a  fliower  of  ftones  towards  them  j  l)ut 
they  were  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  all  of  them 
fell  greatly  fliort  of  them.  Mr.  Bruce,  therefore, 
ordered  two  fliots  to  be  fired  over  their  heads; 
not  with  any  intention  to  hurt  them,  but  to  let 
them  hear,  by  the  balls  whiftling  among  the 
leaves  of  the  trees,  that  their  guns  carried  farther 
than  any  of  their  flings  5  and  that,  diftant  as  they 
then  were,  they  were  not  in  fafety,  if  they  had  a 
difpofltion  to  do  harm.  They  feemed  to  under* 
ftand  their  meaning,  by  gliding  through  among 
the  bulhes,  and  appearing  at  the  top  of  a  hill  far 
ther  off,  where  they  continued  hooping,  and  cry 
ing,  and  making  figns. 

While  retting  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Mo 
getch,  they  had  been  overtaken  by  two  men  and 
two  women,  who  were  driving  two  loaded  afles, 
and  were  going  to  Tcherkin  j  they  had  defired 
leave  to  keep  company  with  our  travellers,  for  fear 
of  danger  on  the  road.   One  of  .thefe  women  wh 
underftoed  the  lapguage  of  Tigre,  was  fent  with 
tneflage  to  the  armed  flr;uigers  to  infom  tliem,th 
If  tii^y  ihewed  the  fnaaljk^  appearance  of  farth 
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infolence,  either  by  approaching  the  tent,  or  fling- 
ing Hones  that  night,  the  next  morning,  when 
the  horfe  he  expe£ted  were  come  up,  he  would 
burn  their  town,  and  put  every  man  of  them  to 
the  fword.  A  very  fubmilfive  anfwer  was  fent 
back,  with  a  heap  of  lies  in  excufe  of  what  they 
called  their  miflake.  Two  of  his  Abyllinian 
fervants  coming  up  Toon  after,  went  boldlv,  one 
to  each  village,  to  bring  two  .goats,  fome  jars  of 
bouza,  and  to  prepare  fifty  loaves  of  bread  for 
next  morning.  The  goats  were  difpatched  in- 
ilantly,  fo  was  the  bouza  }  but  when  the  morning 
came,  the  people  had  all  fled  from  their  houfes, 
without  preparing  any  bread.  Thefe  villages 
were  called  Gimbaar. 

On  the  29th,  they  left  the  inhofpi table  vil- 
lages of  Gimbaar,  not  without  entertaining  fome 
appreheniions  of  meeting  the  inhabitants  again 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  However,  they  met 
with  no  oppofition,  but  proceeded  on  to  Waalia ; 
and  at  half  pad  four  in  the  afternoon  encamped 
in  the  market-place. 

Waalia  is  a  collection  of  village*:,  each  placed 
upon  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  inclofing,  as  in  a  cir- 
cle, an  extenfive  flat  piece  of  ground  about  three 
miles  over,  on  which  a  very  well-frequented  mar- 
kt  I  is  kept.  The  name  is  given  it  from  a  a  fpe- 
cies  of  fmall  pigeons,  with  yellow  breafls  and  va>- 
riegated  backs,  the  fattefl  and  befl  of  all  the  pi- 
geon kind. 

On  the  30th,  they  fet  out  from  Waalia,  and 
proceeded  along  the  Mai  Lumi,  or  the  River  of 
Lemons.  A  prodigious  quantity  of  fruit  loaded 
ihe  branches  of  thefe  trees ;  and  thefe  were  in  all 
ftages  of  ripenefs.  Multitudes  of  bloflbms  cover- 
Ifd  the  oppofite  part  of  the  tree,  and  fcnt  forth 
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the  mod  delicious  odour  pollible.  They  provid* 
ed  theiurelves  amply  with  this  fruit.  The  natives 
make  no  ufe  of  it,  but  our  travellers  found  it  a 
great  refrefliment  to  them,  both  mixed  with  iheir 
v\  ater,  and  as  laucc  to  their  meat,  of  which  they 
luul  now  no  great  variety  lince  their  onions  had 
failed  them,  and  a  fupply  of  them  was  no  lon<^cr 
to  be  procu>'cd. 

They  foon  after  reached  the  pafs  of  Dav-Dohha, 
a  very  narrow  defile,  full  of  lirata  of  rocks,  like 
Iteps  of  Hairs,  but  fo  high,  that,  without  leaping, 
or  being  pulled  up,  no  horfe  or  mule  can  afccnd. 
Befidcs,  the  defcent,  though  fliort,  is  very  fteep, 
and  almort  choked  up  by  huge  Hones,  which  the 
torrents,  after  wafhing  the  earth  from  about 
them,  had  rolled  down  from  the  mountain  above. 
Both  fides  of  the  defile  ar^  covered  thick  with 
wood  and  biiflies,  eipecially  that  deteftable  thorn 
the  kantutl'a,  fo  juftly  reprobated  in  Abyfiinia. 
Having  extricated  themfelves  fuccefsfully  from 
this  pafs,  their  fpirits  were  fo  elated,  that  they 
began  to  think  their  journey  now  at  an  end,  not 
reflttting  how  many  pa  lies,  full  of  rea^  danger, 
were  ftiil  before  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  January,  1772, 
Mr.  Bruce  having  dreffed  himfelf  according  to  the 
cuftoinofthecountry,cameout  of  the  tent  to  mount 
his  mule  for  Tcherkin.     He  now  faw  Confu's  fer- 
yant,  whofe  name  was  Welieta  Yafous,  pulling 
thfe  Guinea-fowls  and  pigeons  out  of  the  pannier 
•  where  his  fwvants  had  pat  them,  and  fcattering 
.  them  upon  tHe  ground,  faying  to  thofe  who  in- 
'  '  terrupted  him,  *'  Throw  away  this  carrion ;  yoa 
ihall  have  a  better  breakfaft  and  dinner,  to-day;" 
and  turning  to  Mr.  Bruce,  more  than  ordinarily 
jpleafed  at  lcsi;)g  liim  dreffed,  and  that  he  conti- 
nued 
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nucd  to  ufe  the  AbvUinian  habit,  he  jumped  up- 
on his  mule,  and  appeared  in  great  fpirits. 

They  paflcd  through  the  midll  of  I'everal  fmall 
Tillages  J  and  at  lall  Mr.  Bruce  pitched  his  tent 
in  the  market-place  at  Tcherkin,  which  feemed  a 
beautiful  lawn  laid  out  for  pleafure,  Ihadcd  with 
fine  old  trees,  of  an  enormous  height  and  fize,  and 
watered  by  a  fmall  but  very  limpid  brook,  run- 
ning over  beds  of  pebbles  as  white  as  fnow. 

The  impatient  Welleta  Yafous  hurried  our  tra- 
veller through  a  very  narrow  and  crooked  path 
np  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  at  every  turn  of 
which  was  placed  a  great  rock  or  ftone,  the  fta- 
tion  for  mulkets  to  enfilade  the  different  fiages  of 
the  road  below,  where  it  was  firaight  for  any  dif- 
tance.  They  at  laft  reached  the  outer  court  of 
his  mafier's  palace,  where  Mr.  Bruce  faw  a  great 
many  of  his  old  acquaintance,  whom  he  had 
known  at  Gondar,  and  who  all  welcomed  him 
with  the  greateft  demonflrations  of  joy,  as  if  he 
had  come  from  a  long  journey. 

Mr.  Bruce  was  then  taken  to  an  inner  apart- 
ment, where,  to  his  great  furprife,  inftead  of  Ay- 
to  Confu,  he  faw  his  mother,  Ozoro  Kftlier,  fitting 
on  a  couch,  and  at  her  feet  the  fecretar^'s  daugh- 
ter, the  beautiful  Tecla  Mariam  j  and,  foon  after, 
thefecretary  himfelf,  and  feveral  others  belong- 
ing to  the  court,    ^her  having  made  a  profound 
obeifance,  *'  Ozoro  Efther,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  I  can- 
not fpeak  for  furprife.    What  ts  the  meaning  of 
your  having  left  Gondar  fo  fmldenly  to  come  in- 
to thiswildernefs?  '*There  is  nothing  fo  ftrange  in 
this,  leplied  Ozoro  Efther,  the  troops  of  Begen^der 
have  taken  away  my  hnlband,  Ras  Michael,  God 
knows  where  ;  and,  therefore,  being  now  a  fingje 
woman,!  amrefolved  to  cjo  to  Jerufalem  to  pray 
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for  ray  hufband,  and  to  die  there,  and  be  burled 
in  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  You  would  not  ftay  with 
us,  fo  we  are  going  with  you.  Is  there  any  thing 
furprifing  in  all  this  ?" 

"  But  tell  me,  truly,  faid  Tecla  Mariam,  you 
that  know  every  thing,  while  peeping  and  poring 
through  thefe  long  glaffes,  did  not  you  learn  by 
the  ftars  that  we  were  to  meet  you  here  ?'* — "  Ma* 
dam,  anfwered  Mr.  Bruce,  if  there  was  one  ftar 
in  the  firmament  that  had  announced  to  me  fuch 
agreeable  news,  I  ihould  have  relapfed  into  the 
old  idolatry  of  this  country,  and  worfliipped  that 
ftar  for  the  reft  of  my  life."  Breakfatt  now  came 
in ;  the  converfation  took  a  very  lively  turn,  and 
from  the  fecretary  our  traveller  learned  that  the 
matter  ftood  thus :  **  The  king,  reftoring  the  vil- 
lages to  the  Iteghe,  according  to  the  ftipuiation 
of  his  laft  treaty  with  Powuften,  thought  that  he 
might  fo  far  infringe  upon  it,  from  gratitude  to 
Ras  Michael,  as  to  give  part  of  the  number  to 
Ozoro  Efther,  the  Iteghe's  daughter ;  and  Ayto 
Confu,  going  to  Tcherkin  to  hunt,  he  took  his 
mother  along  with  him  to  put  her  in  poftellion : 
for  the  Iteghe's  people  were  not  lambs,  nor  did 
they  pay  much  regard  to  the  orders  of  the  king, 
nor  to  that  of  the  Iteghe  their  miftrefs." 

They  now  wanted  only  the  prefence  of  Ayto 
Confu  to  make  their  happinefs  complete;  he 
came  about  four,  and  with  him  Ayto  Engedam, 
and  a  great  company.  There  was  nothing  but 
rejoicing  on  all  tides.  Seven  ladies,  relations  and 
companions  of  Ozoro  Efther,  came  with  Aylo 
Confu  J  and  Mr.  Bruce  confeffes  this  to  have  been 
one  of  the  happieft  moments  of  his  life.  He  quite 
forgot  the  dil'aftrous  journey  he  had  before  bim* 
and  all  the  dangers  that  awaited  him. 

c  .^  Ayto 
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Ayto  Confu*s  houfe  at  Tcherkin  is  built  on  the 
edge  of  a  precipice,  which  takes  its  name  from 
the  mountain  Amba  Tcherkin.  It  is  wholly 
conftrufted  of  cane,  the  outer  wall  being  com- 
pofed  of  fnfcines  of  canes,  fo  neatly  joined  together 
as  not  to  be  penetrated  by  rain  or  wind.  The 
entry  is  from  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  very  crooked 
and  difficult,  half  way  up  the  rock.  On  the  caft, 
is  a  very  plentiful  fpring,  which  furnifhcs  the 
houfe  with  excellent  water.  The  infide  of  the 
ftate  rooms  were  hung  with  long  ftripes  of  car- 
peting, and  the  floors  covered  with  the  fame. 

About  Tcherkin  is  great  plenty  of  game  of 
every  fort,  elephants,  rhinocerofes,  and  a  grejit 
number  of  bufl'aloes,  which  difier  noticing  in 
form  from  the  buffaloes  of  Europe  or  of  Egypt, 
but  very  much  in  temper  and  difpofition.  'Ihey 
are  fierce,  and  fearlefs  of  dagger  j  and,  contrary 
to  the  pra£tice  of  any  other  creature  net  carni- 
vorous, they  attack  the  traveller  and  the  hunter 
eqtially,  and  it  requires  addrcfs  to  efcape  from 
them.  They  feem,  however,  to  be,  of  all  others, 
the  creature  the  moft  given  to  eafe  and  indulg- 
ence. Tliey  lie  under  the  moft  fhady  trees,  near 
large  pools  of  water,  of  which  they  make  con- 
l^ant  ufe,  and  fleep  foundly  all  the  day  long. 
The  flelh  of  the  female  is  very  good  when  fat, 
but  that  of  the  male,  hard,  lean  and  difagreeable. 
Their  horns  are  ufed  ir»  various  manners  by  the 
turners,  in  which  craft  the  Abyffinians  are  very 
-Xpert. 

Though  they  were  all  happy  to  their  wifli  in 
this  enchnnting  mountain,  the  adive  fpirit  of 
Ayto  Confu  could  not  reft  j  he  was  come  to  hunt 
the  elephant,  and  hunt  him  he  would.  All  thofe 
that  underftood  any  thing  of  this  exercife  had  af» 
,....*  X  3  femhled 
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fcmbled,  from  a  great  diftance,  to  meet  AytoConfu 
atTcherkin.  Mr.  Bruce,  though  he  lays  hefliouM 
have  been  very  well  contented  to  have  remained 
where  he  was,  yet  the  preparations  for  fport  of  fo 
noble  a  kind  routed  his  fpirits,  and  made  him  de- 
lirous  to  join  in  it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  la- 
dies all  declared,  that  they  thought,  by  leaving 
them,  they  were  devoting  them  to  death  or  flavery, 
as  they  did  not  doubt,  if  the  Shangalla  miiTed  the 
hunting  party,  they  would  come  forward  to  the 
mountain  and  flay  them  all.  But  a  fui!icient 
garrifon  was  left,  and  they  were  well  aflured  that 
the  Shangalla,  being  informed  they  were  out,  and 
armed,  and  knowing  their  numbers,  would  take 
care  to  keep  clofe  in  their  thickets  far  out  of  their 
way. 

On  the  6th,  an  hour  before  day,  after  a  hearty 
breakTaft,  they  mounted  on  horfeback,  to  the 
number  of  about  thirty  belong  to  Ayto  Confu. 
But  there  was  another  body,  both  of  horfe  and 
foot,  which  made  hunting  the  elephant  their  par- 
ticular bufinefs.  Thefe  men  dwell  conftantly  in 
in  the  woods,  and  know  very  little  of  the  ufe  of 
bread,  living  entirely  upon  the  fle(h  of  the  beafts, 
they  kill,  chiefly  that  of  the  elephant  or  rhinoce- 
ros. They  are  exceedingly  thin,  light,  and  agile, 
both  on  horfeback  and  on  foot}  are  very  fwarthy, 
though  few  of  them  black  ;  none  of  them  woolly- 
headed,  and  all  of  them  have  European  features. 
They  are  called  Agageer,  a  name  of  their  profef- 
fion,  not  of  their  nation,  which  comes  from  the 
word  Agar,  and  iignifles  to  hough  or  ham-ftring 
with  a  iharp  weapon.  More  properly  it  means, 
indeed,  the  cutting  the  tendon  of  the  heel,  and  is 
a  charafteriftic  of  the  manner  in  which  they  kill 
the  elephant.  v , 
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ftiiving  come  up  v^ith  feveral  elephants,  tbe 
igageer  neareft  Mr  Bruce,  prelentJy  lamed  his 
<  lephant,  and  left  him  Handing.  Ayto  Engedan, 
Ayto  Confu,  Guebra  Mariam,  and  leveral  others, 
rixed  their  fpears  in  another,  before  the  agageer 
liad  cut  his  tendons.  Mr.  Bruce's  agageer,  how- 
ever, having  wounded  the  firft  elephant,  failed 
ill  the  purfuit  of  the  fecoud ;  and,  being  clofe 
ipon  him  at  entering  the  wood,  he  received  a 
.  iclent  blow  from  a  branch  of  a  tree  which  the 
Jt'phant  had  bent  by  his  weight,  and,  after  paflT- 
Mig,  allowed  it  to  replace  itfelf,  when  it  knocked 
Jown  both  the  riderS;  and  very  much  hurt  the 
horfe.  This,  indeed,  is  the  great  danger  in  ele- 
phant hunting;  for  fome  of  the  trees,  that  are 
Iry  and  Ihort,  break,  by  the  violent  preflure  of 
lo  immenfe  a  body  moving  fo  rapidly,  and  fall  up- 
on the  purfuers,  or  acrofs  the  roa^s.  Dexterous, 
too,  as  the  riders  are,  the  elephant  fometimes 
reaches  them  with  his  trunk,  with  which  he 
(lalhes  the  horfe  againil  the  ground,  and  then 
lets  his  feet  upon  him,  till  he  tears  him  limb  from 
limb  with  his  probofcis :  a  great  many  hunters 
ilie  this  way.  Belides  this,  the  foil,  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  is  fplit  into  deep  chafms,  or  cavities, 
by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  {o  that  nothing  can  be 
niove  dangerous  than  the  riding. 

As  foon  as  the  elephant  is  flain,  they  cut  the 
vhole  flefh  off  his  bones  into  thongs,  like  the 
irinsofa  bridle,  and  hang  thefe,  like  feftoons, 
ipon  the  branches  of  trees,  till  they  become  per- 
cttly  dry,  without  fait,  and  they  then  lay  them 
>y  for  their  provifion,  in  the  feafon  of  the  rains. 

There  now  remained  but  two  elephants  of  thofe 
:hnt  had  been  difcovered,  which  were  a  fhe  one 
>  iih  a  calf,    The  agageer  would  willingly  have 
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let  thefe  alone,  as  the  teeth  of  the  female  are  vrry 
fmall,  and  the  young  one  is  of  no  fort  of  value, 
even  for  food,  its  flelh  Ihrinklng  much  upon  dry-> 
ing.  But  the  hunters  would  not  be  limited  in 
their  fport.  The  people  having  obferved  the 
place  of  her  retreat,  thither  they  eagerly  follow- 
ed. She  was  very  foon  found,  and  ai»  foon  lamed 
by  the  agageers  j  but  when  they  came  to  wound 
her  with  the  darts,  as  every  one  did  in  their 
turn,  to  their  very  great  furprife,  the  young  one 
which  had  been  fuffered  to  efcape  unheeded  and 
unpurfued,  came  out  from  the  thicket  apparent- 
ly in  great  anger,  running  upon  the  horles  and 
men  with  all  the  violence  it  was  matter  of.  Mr. 
Bruce  was  amazed,  and  affiidted,  at  feeing  the 
great  affe6tion  of  the  little  animal  defending  its 
wounded  mother,  heedlefs  of  its  own  life  or 
fafety.  He,  .therefore,  cried  to  them  to  fpare 
the  mother,  though  it  was  then  too  late;  and 
the  calf  had  made  feveral  rude  attacks  upon  Mr. 
Bruce,  which  he  avoided  without  difficulty.  At 
laft,  making  one  of  its  attacks  upon  Ayto  Knge- 
dan,  it  hurt  him  a  little  on  the  leg ;  upon  which 
he  thruft  it  through  with  his  lance,  and  it  then 
fell  dead  before  its  wounded  mother,  whom  it 
had  fo  afFe6tionately  defended. 

<*  Here,  Mr.  Bruce  fays,  is  an  example  of  a 
bead,  a  young  one  too,  poffefling  abftra6ted  fen- 
timcnts  to  a  very  high  degree.  By  its  flight  on 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  hunters,  it  is  plain  it 
apprehended  danger  to  itfelf ;  it  alfo  refleded 
upon  that  of  its  mother,  which  was  the  caufe  of 
its  return  to  her  affiflance.  This  a(fe6tion  or 
duty,  or  let  us  call  it  any  thing  we  pleafe,  except 
inftin6t,  was  ftronger  than  the  fear  X)f  danger; 
^od  it  mull  liave  con(][uered  that  fear  by  reflec- 
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tion  before  It  returned,  when  it  refolved  to  make 
its  beil  and  lafl  eflbrts,  for  it  never  attempted  to 
fly  afterwards." 

Mr.  Bruce  and  his  party  then  fought  about  for 
the  buffaloes  and  rhioocerofes;  but  though  there 
was  plenty  of  both  in  the  neighbourhood,  they 
could  not  And  them ;  their  noife  and  fliooting  in 
the  morning  having  probably  feared  ihcm  away. 
One  rhinoceros  was  only  feen  by  a  fervant. 
They  returned  in  the  evening  to  a  great  fire,  and 
lay  all  night  under  the  ihade  of  trees. 

The  next  morning  they  were  on  horfeback  by 
the  dawn  of  day,  in  fearch  of  the  rhinocerofes, 
many  of  which  they  had  heard  make  a  very  deep 
groan  and  cry  as  the  morning  approached  ;  feve- 
ral  ()f  the  agageers  then  joined  them  j  and,  after 
they  had  fearched  about  an  hour  i«  the  very 
thickett  part  of  the  woo^,  one  of  them  rtiflied 
out  with  the  greateft  violence,  crofling  the  plain. 
}ku  though  he  ran,  or  rather  trotted,  with  fur- 
prifing  fpeed,  confidering  his  bulk,  he  was,  in  a 
very  little  time,  transfixed  with  thirty  or  forty 
javelins;  which  fo  confounded  him,  that  he  ran 
into  a  deep  hole,  ditch,  or  ravine,  a  culdefacy  with- 
out outlet,  breaking  above  a  dozen  of  the  javelins 
as  he  entered.  Here  they  thought  he  was  caught 
as  in  a  trap,  for  he  had  fcarce  room  to  turn  j 
when  a  fervant,  who*had  a  gun,  ftanding  direct- 
ly over  him,  fired  at  his  head,  and  the  animal 
fell  immediately,  to  all  appearance  dead.     All 
thofe  on  foot  now  jumped  in  v  ith  their  knives 
to  cut  him  up,  and  they  had  fcarce  begun,  when 
the  animal  recovered  fo  far,  as  to  rife  upon  his 
Knees }  happy  then  was  the  man  that  efcaped 
lirft  J  and  had  not  one  of  the  agageers,  who  was 
himfelf  engaged  in  the  ravine,  cut  the  finew  of 
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the  hind  leg  as  he  was  retreating,  there  would 
have  been  a  very  forrowful  account  of  the  foot- 
hunters  that  day. 

After  having  difpatche^  him,  Mr.  Bruce  was 
curious  to  fee  what  wound  the  (hot  had  given, 
which  had  operated  fo  violently  upon  {o  huge  an 
animal ;  and  he  doubted  not  it  was  in  the  brain. 
But  it  had  (Iruck  him  no  where  but  upon  the 
point  of  the  foremoft  horn,  of  which  it  had  car- 
ried off  above  an  inch ;  and  this  occalioned  a 
concuffion  that  had  dunned  hira  for  a  minute, 
till  the  bleeding  had  recovered  him.  Mr.  Bruce 
preferved  the  horn  from  curiofity,  and  has  it  now 
by  him. 

They  had  not  gone  far  before  a  wild  boar  arofe 
between  Mr.  Bruce  and  Ayto  Engedan,  which 
our  traveller  immediately  killed  with  hisjavelin. 
This  was  the  fport  Mr.  Bruce  had  been  many 
years  ufed  to  in  Barbary,  and  was  infinitely  more 
dexterous  at  it  than  any  of  the  prefent  company ; 
this  put  him  more  upon  a  par  with  his  compa- 
nions, who  had  not  failed  to  laugh  at  him,  upon 
his  orfe's  refufal  to  carry  him  near  either  to 
the  elephant  or  rhinoceros. 

A  boar,  roufed  on  their  right,  had  wounded  a 
horfe  and  a  footman  of  Ayto  Confu,  and  then 
efcaped.  Two  buffiiloes  were  found  by  thofe  on 
the  right,  one  of  which  wounded  a  horfe  like- 
wife.  Ayto  Confu,  Engedan,  Fuetia  Mariara, 
and  Mr.  Bruce,  killed  the  other  with  equal  iliare 
of  merit,  without  being  in  any  fort  of  danger. 
All  this  was  in  little  more  than  an  hour,  when 
their  fport  feemed  to  be  at  the  beft ;  their  horfes 
were  confiderably  blown,  not  tired  ;  and  though 
they  were  beating  homewards,  ftill  they  were 
iQoking  very  keenly  for  more  game.    Ammonios, 
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g  man  of  approved  courage^  was  on  the  left 
nmong  the  buities^  and  fonoe  large,  beautiful,  tall 
fpreading-trecs,  clofe  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Bedowi,  which  (lands  there  in  pools.  Whether 
the  bufTnlo  found  Ammonips^  or  Ammonios 
the  buffalo,  is  what  they  could  never  get  him  to 
explain  to  them,  h\  '  iie  had  wounded  the  beatt 
ilightly  on  the  buttock,  which,  in  return,  had  gor- 
ed his  horfe,  and  thrown  both  him  and  it  to  the 
ground.  Luckily,  however,  his  cloak  had  fallen 
off,  which  the  buffalo  tore  in  pieces,  and  employ- 
ed himfelf  for  a  minute  with  that  and  with  the 
horfe,  but  then  left  them>  and  followed  the  man 
as  foon  as  he  faw  him  rife  and  run.  Ammonios 
got  behind  one  large  tree,  and  from  that  to  ano- 
ther ftill  larger.  The  buffalo  turned  very  awk- 
wardly, but  kept  clofe  in  purfuit ;  and  there  was 
no  doubt  he  would  have  worn  out  their  compa- 
nion, who  was  not  ufed  to  fuch  quick  motion, 
Ayto  Engedan,  who  was  near  him,  and  might 
have  affided  him,  was  laughing,  ready  to  die  at 
the  droll  figure  a  man  of  Ammonios's  grave  car- 
riage made,  running  and  Ikipping  about  nakrd, 
with  a  fwiftnefs  he  had  never  pra£lifed  all  his 
life  before  J  and  Engedan  continued  calling  to 
Confu  to  partake  of  the  diverlion. 

The  moment  Mr.  Bruce  heard  his  repeated 
cries,  he  galloped  put  of  the  bullies  to  the  place 
where  he  was,  and  could  not  help  laughing  at 
his  ridiculous  figure,  very  attentive  to  the  bealt's 
motions,  which  feemed  to  dodge  with  great  ad~ 
drefs,  and  keep  to  his  adverfary  with  the  utmoft 
obflinacy.  As  foon  as  Engedan  faw  Mr.  Bruce, 
he  cried,  ^*  Yagoube!  for  the  love  of  Chrifl  !  for 
the  love  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  I  don't  interfere 
*"1ill  Confu  comes  up.**  Confu  iiiimediateJy  ar- 
rived. 
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rived,  and  laughed  more  thanEngedan,  but  did  not 
offer  to  interfere  j  on  the  contrary,  he  clapped  his 
hands,  and  cried,  "  Well  done  Ammonios," 
Iwearing  he  never  faw  fo  equal  a  match  in  his 
life.  The  unfortunate  Ammonios  had  been  dri- 
ven from  tree  to  tree,  till  he  had  got  behind  one 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  water  j  but  the  brufl)- 
wood  upon  the  banks^  and  his  attention  to  the 
buffalo,  hindered  him  from  feeing  how  far  it  was 
belpw  him.  Nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous 
than  to  fee  him  holding  the  tree  with  both  his 
hands,  peeping  firft  one  way,  and  then  another, 
to  fee  by  which  the  beaft  would  turn.  And  well 
he  might  be  on  his  guard ;  for  the  animal  was 
abfolutely  mad,  tolling  up  the  ground  with  hi« 
feet  both  before  and  behind.  "  Sir,  faid  Mr. 
!Bruce,  to  Ayto  Confu,  this  will  be  but  an  ugly 
joke  to  night,  if  we  bring  home  that  man's  corpfe, 
killed  in  the  very  midfl:  of  us,  while  we  were 
looking  on."  Saying  this,  he  parted  at  a  canter 
behind  the  trees,  crying  to  Ammonios  to  throw 
himfelf  into  the  water,  when  he  fhould  ftrike  the 
bead;  and  feeing  the  buffalo's  head  turned  from 
Mr.  Bruce,  at  full  ipeed,  he  ran  the  fpear  into 
the  lower  part  of  his  belly,  through  his  whole 
inteilines,  till  it  came  out  above  a  foot  on  the 
other  fide,  and  there  he  left  it  with  a  view  to 
hinder  the  buffalo  from  turning.  This  impeded 
the  animal's  motions,  till  Ammonios,  quitting 
the  tree,  daihed  through  the  buihes  with  fomc 
difficulty,  and  threw  himfelf  into  the  river.  But 
here  a  danger  occurred  that  Mr.  Bruce  had  not 
forefeen.  The  pool  was  very  deep,  and  Ammo- 
nios could  not  fwim ;  fo  that  though  he  efcaped 
from  the  buffalo,  he  would  infallibly  have  been 
drowned,  had  he  not  caught  hold  of  feme  lliong 
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roots  of  a  tree  fliooting  out  of  the  bank  j  and 
there  he  lay  in  perfect  fafcty  from  the  enemy, 
till  the  fervants  went  round,  and  brought  him 
out  of  the  pool  on  the  farther  fide. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  buffalo,  mortally  wound- 
ed, feeing  his  enemy  had  efcaped,  kept  his  eyes 
intent  upon  the  hunters,  who  were  about  forty 
yards  from  bim,  walking  backwards  towards 
the  company,  with  intent  to  turn  fuddenlyupon 
the  neareft  horfe;  when  Ayto  Confu  ordered 
two  men  with  guns  to  flioot  him  through  the 
head,  and  he  inftantly  fell.  The  two  firft  killed 
were  females;  this  laft  was  a  bull,  and  one  of 
the  largeft,  confeffedly,  that  had  ever  been  feen. 
Though  not  fat,  Mr.  Bruce  fuppofes  he  weighed 
nearer  fifty  than  forty  fione.  His  horns,  from 
the  root,  following  the  line  of  their  curve,  were 
about  fifty-two  inches,  and  nearly  nine,  where 
thickeft  in  the  circumference.  They  were  flat, 
not  round.  Ayto  Confu  ordered  the  head  to  be 
cut  off,  and  cleared  of  its  fleih,  fo  that  the  horns 
and  Ikeleton  of  the  head  only  remained ;  this  he 
bung  up  in  his  great  hall  among  the  probofces  of 
elephants,  and  horns  of  rhinocerofes,  with  this 
infcription  in  his  own  language,  "  Yagoube  the 
Kipt  killed  this  upon  the  Bedowi.** 

Tcherkin  has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  in  which 
raw  cotton,  cattle,  honey,  and  coarfe  cotton 
cloths  are  fold.  The  Shangalla  formerly  ftioleft- 
ed  Tcherkin  greatly,  but  for  thirty  years  paft 
they  had  done  little  damage.  The  fmall-pox 
raged  fo  violently,  for  a  number  of  years,  among 
them,  that  it  greatly  diminilhed  their  numbers, 
and  confequently  their  power  of  troubling  their 
neighbours. 
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On  Wednefday  the  8th  of  January,  Mr. 
Bruce,  having  re6ti5ed  his  quadrant  with  great 
attention,  found  the  latitude  of  Tcherkin,  to  be 
13  deg.  7  min.  35  fee.  north.  But  though  from 
that  time  he  was  ready  to  depart,  he  could  not 
poiiibly  get  difengaged  from  his  friends,  but  by 
a  composition,  which  was,  that  he  fhould  ftay  till 
the  J 5th,  the  day  before  Ozoro  Efther  and  her 
company  were  to  fet  out  on  their  return  to  Gon- 
dar;  and  that  they,  on  their  part,  (hould  fufFer 
Mr.  Bruce  to  depart  on  that  day,  without  farther 
perfuafion,  or  throwing  any  obltacle  whatever  in 
his  way. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  January,  they 
left  Tcherkin,  and  entered  immediately  into  thick 
woods;  but  proceeded  very  flowly,  the  road  be- 
ing bad  and  unknown. 

On  the  17th,  in  the  morning,  they  came  to 
Sancaho,  an  old  frontier  territory  of  Abyllinia. 
The  town  may  conlift  of  about  three  hundred 
huts  or  boufes,  neatly  built  of  canes,  and  cuii- 
oufly  thatched  with  leaves  of  the  fame.  It  rifes 
in  the  midll  of  a  plain  j  a  conliderable  diftrid 
all  around  belongs  to  it,  of  wilds  and  woods,  if 
fuch  as  thefe,  abandoned  entirely  to  wild  beafis, 
can  be  faid  to  belong  to  any  man.  The  eaft  end 
Hopes  with  rather  a  Iteep  defcent  into  the  plain  j 
and  through  that  is  a  narrow  winding  road, 
feemlngly  the  work  of  art,  being  obftruded  at 
turns  by  huge  ftones,  and  at  different  ftages,  fcr 
the  purpofe  of  defence  by  guns  or  arrows  j  all 
the  other  fides  of  the  rock  are  perpendicular  pre- 
(i  )ices. 

On  the  20th,  our  travellers  proceeded  but  a  | 
mile  and  a  half;  their  beafts  and  themfelves  be- 
ing equally  fatigued,  and  their  clothes  torn  all  I 
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to  rags,  when  they  arrived  at  Guanjock,  which 
is  a  very  delightful  fpot  by  the  river  fide  j  fmall 
woods  of  very  high  trees,  interfperfed  with  very 
beautiful  lawns  j  feveral  fields  alfo  cultivated 
with  cotton  j  variety  ^of  game,  efpecially  Guinea- 
fowls,  in  great  abundance,  and,  upon  every  tree, 
parroquets,  of  all  the  different  kinds  and  colours, 
coinpofe  the  beauties  of  Guanjock. 

They  continued  the  journey  from  thence,  and 
at  a  quarter  after  one  came  to  Mariam  Ohha,  and 
at  half  palt  three  arrived  at  Hor-Cacamoot,  or 
the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death.  A  bad 
omen  for  weak  and  wandering  travellers  as  they 
were,  furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  dangers,  and 
fo  far  from  l^ome,  thai  there  feemed  to  be  but  one 
that  could  bring  them  thither.  They  truflcd  in 
Him,  and  He  did  deliver  them. 

Hor-Cacamoot  is  fituated  in  a  plain  in  the 
midft  of  a  wood,  fo  much  only  of  which  has  been 
cleared  away  as  to  make  room  for  the  miferable 
huts  of  which  it  confifts,  and  for  the  fmall  fpots 
of  ground  on  which  they  fow  Maihilla,  or  maize, 
to  furniili  them  with  bread.  Their  other  food 
confifts  entirely  of  the  flefli  of  the  elephant  and 
rhinoceros,  and  chiefly  of  the  former  j  for  the 
trouble  of  hunting  the  elephant  is  not  greater 
than  chafing  the  rhinoceros,  and  the  difference  of 
gain  is  much  fuperior.  The  elephant  has  a 
greater  quantity  of  better  flelb,  while  his  large 
teeth  are  very  valuable,  and  afford  a  ready  price 
every  where. 

On  the  l/th  of  March,  they  fet  out  from  Hor* 
Cacamoot  on  their  journey  to  Teawa,  the  capital 
of  the  province  of  Atbara. 

On  the  18th,  at  half  after  fix  in  the  morning, 
they  continued  their  journey  through  thick,  and 
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almoft  Impenetrable,  woods,  full  of  thorns;  and 
in  two  hours  came  to  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  though 
in  appearance  dry,  upon  digging  with  their  hands 
in  the  loofe  land,  they  found  great  plenty  of  frefh 
water,  exceedingly  well  tafted,  being  (liellered  by 
projefting  rocks  from  the  aftion  of  the  fun.  'i'his 
is  tailed  Snrf  el  Shekh.  Here  they  tilled  their 
girbas,  for  there  is  very  little  good  water  to  bo 
found  between  this  and  Tcawa.  A  girba  is  an 
ox's  fkin  Iqr.ared,  and  the  edges  fewcd  together 
very  artit^cially  by  a  double  feara,  which  does  not 
let  out  water,  much  refembling  that  upon  the 
bell  Engiiili  cricket-balls.  An  opening  is  left  in 
the  top  of  the  girba,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
bunghole  of  a  caik.  Around  this  the  Ikin  is  ga- 
thered to  the  fize  of  a  large  handful,  which, 
when  the  girba  is  full  of  water,  is  tied  round 
with  whipcord.  Thefe  girbas  generally  contain 
about  fixty  gallons  each,  and  two  of  them  are  the 
load  of  a  camel.  They  are  then  all-befmeared  on 
the  outiide  with  greafe,  as  well  to  hinder  the  wa- 
ter from  oozing  through,  as  to  prevent  its  being 
evaporated  by  the  a6lion  of  the  fun,  which,  in 
fa6t,  happened  to  them  twice,  fo  as  to  put  thera 
in  imminent  danger  of  perilhing  with  thirft. 

Yafine  bad  provided  a  camel  and  two  girbas, 
as  well  as  every  other  provilion  neceifary  for 
them,  till  they  Ihould  arrive  at  Teawa.  Surf  el 
Shekh  is  the  boundary  of  Ras  el  Feel.  Here  Mr. 
Brace  took  an  affe6tionate  leave  of  his  friend  Ya- 
fine, who,  with  all  his  attendants,  fhewed,  at 
parting,  that  love  and  attachment  they  had  con- 
ftantly  preferved  to  Mr.  Bruce  lince  their  firft  ac- 
quaintance. 

On  4:he  20th,  our  travellers  arrived  at  Imfcrrha, 
and  from  thence  were  two  hours  in  going  to  Ra- 

fhid. 


this 
gether 
of  Mr 
woody 
them 
and  di 


BRUCF,*S   THAVELS.  245 

ilild,  for  tliey  were  flying  for  their  llvesj  the 
limoom,  or  hot-wind,  having  f^riuk  them  not  long 
after  they  had  fet  out  from  Imferrha ;  and  their 
little  company,  all  but  Mr.  Bruce,  fell  fick  with 
the  quantity  of  poifonous  vapour  that  they  had 
inhaled.  Our  traveller  fuppofes,  that  from  Raili*  J 
to  Imferrha  it  is  about  five  milf s ;  and  though  it 
is  one  of  the  mod  dangerous  halting,  places  t..- 
tweeu  Ras  el  Feel  and  Scnnaar,  yet  viiey  kt^t*  ll 
enervated,  their  (lotnachs  fo  weak,  aivi  '.l-fir 
headachs  fo  violent,  that  they  conld  ro!^  pit:h. 
their  teni,  but  each  wrapping  himfrJf  }«  \m 
cloak,  refignt'd  himfelf  immediately  t.j  deep,  un- 
der the  cool  fhade  of  the  large  tires. 

In  this  helpU  ^  Hate  to  which  they  were  re- 
duced, Mr.  BiU'  dlone  continued  not  w cake;  c  1 
by  the  fimoom,  lur  overcome  by  fle^  p.  A  Gan- 
jar  Arab,  who  drove  an  afs  lauien  with  fait,  tvook 
this  opportunity  of  ftealing  one  of  t)/e  mniSo,  to- 
gether with  a  lance  and  mield  belonging  to  one 
of  Mr.  Bruce's  fervants.  The  country  uas  ib 
woody,  and  he  had  fo  much  the  advantagf^  of 
them  in  point  of  time,  and  they  were  in  fo  wenk 
and  difcouraged  a  l^ate,  that  it  v;as  thought  in 
vain  to  purfue  him  one  ftep. 

Having  refreOied  themCcIves  vilh  a  little  flecp, 
the  next  thing  was  to  fill  their  girbas,  or  Ikins, ' 
with  water.  But  before  they  utt'enipted  t!jis,  M"*. 
Bruce  thought  to  try  an  experin'tnt  of  mi  in  j 
about  twenty  drops  oi  fpirit  of  nitre  in  a  horu  of 
water,  about  tht:  fize  of  an  ordinary  tumbler. 
This  he  found  greatly  refreftied  him,  though  his 
headach  flill  continued.  It  had  a  much  better 
effeS.  upon  his  fervants,  to  whom  he  gave  it ; 
for  they  all  feemed  immf;diatcly  recovered,  and 
their  fpirits  much  more  fo,  from  the  refle6lion 
that  they  had  with  them  a  remedy  they  could 
^  Y3  '  tvull 
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truft  to,  if  they  iliould  again  be  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  meet  this  poifonous  wind. 

On  the  23d,  which  was  the  feventh  day  fincc 
they  had  left  Has  el  Feel,  they  arrived  at  Teawa, 
the  principal  village  and  refidence  of  the  Shekh 
of  Atbara,  bet\veen  three  and  four  miles  from  the 
ruins  of  Garigana. 

The  ftrength  of  Teawa  was  about  twenty-five 
horfe,  of  which  about  ten  were  armed  with  coats 
of  maiL  They  had  about  a  dozen  of  firelocks, 
very  contemptible  from  the  order  in  which  they 
were  kept,  and  ftill  more  fo  from  the  hands  that 
bore  them.  The  reft  of  the  inhabitants  might 
amount  to  twelve  hundred  men,  naked,  mifer- 
able,  and  defpicable  Arabs,  like  the  reft  of  thofe 
that  live  in  villages,  who  are  much  inferior  in 
courage  to  the  Arabs  that  dw^lbin  tents :  weak 
as  its  ftate  was,  it  was  the  feat  of  government, 
and  as  fuch,  a  certain  degree  of  reverence  attend- 
ed it.     Such  was  the  ftate  of  Teawa, 

We  may  jiidge  of  the  dangerous  fituation  of 
Mr.  Bruce  at  Teawa  from  what  pafted  between 
him  and  Fidele,  the  Ihekh,  who  was  a  man  of  a 
moft  infamous  character.  Mr.  Bruce  being  fent 
for  by  the  ftiekh,  he  found  him  fitting  in  a  fpa- 
cious  room,  in  an  alcove,  on  a  large  broad  fofa 
like  a  bed,  with  India  curtains  gathered  on  each 
^de  into  fefloons.  He  called  to  a  black  boy  who 
a,ttended  him,  in  a  very  furly  tone,  to  bring  him 
a  pipe }  and,  in  much  the  fame  voice,  faid  to  Mr. 
Bruce,  "  What !  alone  ?"  Our  traveller  replied, 
'*  Yes;  what  are  your  commands  with  me?'* 
Mr.  Bruce  faw  he  either  was,  or  affefted  to  be, 
drunk,  and  which  ever  was  the  cafe,  he  knew  it 
would  lead  to  mifchief  j  he  therefore  repented 
heartily  of  having:  come  into  the  houle  alone. 
.  -^    ,  ,4         After 
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After- he  had  taken  two  whiffs  of  his  pipe,  and 
the  ilave  had  left  the  rt)om,  "  Are  you  prepared? 
faid  he:  Have  you  brought  the  needful  along 
with  you  ?"  Mr.  Bruce  wiihed  to  have  occafion 
to  join  Soliman,  his  fervant,  and  anfwcred,  "  My 
fervants  are  at  the  outer  door,  and  have  the  vo- 
mit you  wanted."  ^*  I  want  money,  and  not  poi- 
fon,  faid  he  in  a  rage.  Where  are  your  piaftres  ?" 
"  I  am  a  bad  perl'on,  replied  Mr.  Bruce,  to  fur- 
nifli  you  with  either.  I  have  neither  money  nor 
poifon  3  but  I  advife  you  to  drink  a  little  warm 
water  to  clear  your  ftomach,  cool  your  head,  and 
then  lie  down  and  compofe  yourfelf  j  I  will  fee 
you  to-morr9W  morning."  Mr.  Bruce  was  going 
out.  **  Haikim,  faid  he,  infidel,  or  devil,  or 
whatever  is  your  napie,  hearken  to  what  I  fny. 
Confider  where  you  arej  this  is  the  room  where 
Mek  Baady,  a  king,  was  flain  by  the  hand  of  my 
father:  look  at  his  blood,  where  it  has  ftained 
the  floor,  which  never  could  be  wafhed  out.  I 
am  informed  you  have  twenty  thoufand  piaftres 
in  gold  with  youj  either  give  me  two  thoufand 
before  you  go  out  of  this  chamber,  or  you  fliall 
die  J  I  will  put  you  to  death  with  my  own  hand." 
Upon  this  he  took  up  his  fword,  that  was  lying 
at  the  head  of  his  fofa,  and,  drawing  it  with  a 
bravado,  threw  the  fcabbard  into  the  middle  of 
the  room ;  and,  tucking  the  fleeve  of  his  fhirt 
above  his  elbow  like  a  butcher,  faid,  **  I  wait 
your  anfwer." 

Mr.  Bruce  now  ftept  one  pace  backwards,  and 
held  the  little  blunderbufs  in  his  hand,  without 
taking  it  off  the  belt.  He  faid,  in  a  firm  tone  of 
voice,  "  This  is  my  anfwer :  I  am  not  a  man,  as 
I  have  told  you  before,  to  die  like  a  beaft  by  the 
band  of  a  drunkard.    On  your  life^  I  charge  you, 
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ilir  not  from  your  fofa."  He  had  no  need  to  giv* 
this  injun6tion  j  he  heard  the  noire  which  the 
doffing  the  joint  in  the  ftock  of  the  blunderbuis 
made,  and  thought  he  had  cocked  it,  and  was  in- 
ilantly  to  fire.  He  let  his  fword  drop,  and  threw 
})imfelf  on  his  back  on  the  fofa,  crying,  "For 
God's  fake,  Haikim,  I  was  but  jcfting."  At  the 
fame  time, with  all  his  might>  he  cried,  "Brahim! 
Mahomet !  El  coom  I  El  coom  !" — "  If  one  of 
your  fervants  approach  me,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  that 
mftant  I  will  blow  you  to  pieces :  not  one  of 
them  fliall  enter  this  room  till  they  bring  in  my 
fervants  with  them  3  I  have  a  number  of  them 
armed  at  your  gate,  who  will  break  in  the  inftant 
they  hear  me  fire.'* 

The  women  had  come  to  the  door,  and  Mr. 
Bruce's  fervants  were  admitted,  each  having  a 
blunderbufs  in  his  hand,  and  pifiols  at  his  girdle. 
They  were  now  greatly  an  overmatch  for  fliekli, 
■who  fat  far  back  on  the  fofa,  and  pretended  that 
all  he  had  done  was  in  joke,  in  which  his  fervants 
joined,  and  a  very  confufed,  defultory  difcourfe 
followed,  till  the  Turk,  Sherriffe  Ifmael,  happen- 
ed to  obfci-ve  the  fhekh's  fcabbard  of  his  fword 
thrown  upon  the  floor,  on  which  he  fell  into  a 
violent  fit  of  laughter. 

As  no  good  could  be  expe6led  from  this  expof- 
tulation,  Mr.  Bruce  ftopt  it,  and  took  his  leave, 
defiring  the  fhekh  to  go  to  bed  and  compofe  him- 
felf,  and  not  try  any  more  of  thefe  experiments, 
which  would  certainly  end  in  his  fliame,  if  not 
in  his  punifhmcnt.  He  made  no  anfwer,  onlyi 
willud  them  good  night. 

Mr.  Bruce  and  his  fervants  went  to^the  door, 
thi'ough  the  feveral  apartments,  very  much  upon 
their  guard,  for  there  was  no  perfon  to  light  them| 
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out,  and  they  were  afraii  of  fome  treachery  or 
ambufli  in  the  antichambr*^  and  dark  palFages  5 
but  they  met  nobody  j  and  were,  even  at  the 
outer  gate,  obliged  to  open  the  door  themfelves. 
Without  the  gate  there  were  about  twenty  people 
gathered  together,  but  none  of  them  with  armsj 
and,  by  tlie  half  words  and  expreflions  they  nnade 
ufe  of,  they  could  judge  they  were  not  the  ihekh's 
friends.  They  followed  them  for  a  little,  but 
difperfed  before  they  arrived  at  their  houfe. 

They  had  fcarce  got  rid  of  this  real  danger, 
when  the  apprehenfion  of  an  imaginary  one 
ftruck  them  violently.  The  water  at  Teawa  is 
ftagnant  in  pools,  and  exceedingly  bad.  Either 
that,  or  tlu^  bouz2i,  a  kind  of  new  beer  which  hey 
fent  them  with  theix  meat,  had  given  all  of  them, 
at  the  fame  time^  a  violent  diarrhoea,  and  Mr. 
Bruce  was  tormented  with  a  perpetual  thirft. 
When  they  found  they  were  all  taken  ill  at  the 
fame  time,  it  came  into  their  heads  that  Shekh 
Fidele  had  given  them  poifon  in  their  dinner, 
and  they  were  very  much  perplexed  what  they 
ihould  do  the  next  day.  None  of  them,  there- 
fore, tailed  the  meat  fent  them  j  when  at  night, 
their  friend,  the  black  {lave,  came,  and  to  her 
they  frankly  told  their  doubts.  The  poor  crea- 
ture fell  into  fuch  violent  fits  of  laughing,  which 
followed  fo  clofe  the  one  upon  the  other,  and 
laded  fo  long,  that  Mr.  Bruce  feared  (he  would 
have  expired  upon  the  fpot  *'  It  is  the  water, 
faid  (he,  it  does  fo  to  all  Grangers  ;'*  and  then  ihe 
fell  into  another  great  lit  of  laughter.  **  Child, 
anfwered  Mr.  Bruce^  you  know  the  fhekh  is  not 
our  friend,  and  there  is  no  eafier  way  to  get  rid 
of  us  than  by  poifon,  as  we  eat  every  thing  that 
comes  from  you  without  fear."    '*  And  fo  you 
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may,  faid  flic  j  the  ihekh  could  do  no  fuch  thing 
U'lthout  our  knowledge,  and  we  would  rather  all 
be  burnt  alive  than  be  guilty  of  fo  vile  an  adion. 
Belides,  faid  Ihe,  this  is  not  li4ce  Habefli,  where 
both  meat  and  drink,  brought  to  you,  are  tafted 
by  the  bearer  before  you  ufe  them.  There  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  poifon  in  Arbara;  the  lance  and 
the  knife  in  the  field,  that  is  the  manner  in  which 
they  kill  one  another  here.'* 

They  then  (hewed  her  their  dinner  uneaten, 
and  flie  again  fell  into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter, 
and  took  the  meat  away  that  fhe  might  warm  it, 
and  they  heard  her  laughing  all  the  way  Ihe  went 
by  herfelf.  She  was  not  long  in  returning  with 
provifions  in  plenty,  and  told  them,  that  her  mif- 
tiefles  never  were  fo  diverted  in  their  lives,  and 
{he  left  them  ftill  laughing. 

During  the  whole  of  Mr.  Bruce's  ftay  at  Teawa, 
the  behaviour  of  Fidele  was  all  of  a  piece,  and, 
it  is  probable,  our  traveller  w^ould  have  finiihed 
liis  travels  in  that  place,  had  not  fome  of  his 
powerful  friends  interefted  themfelves  in  his  fe- 
curity.  However,  after  various  impediments,  on 
the  l8th,  they  took  leave  of  the  ihekh  to  proceed 
on  their  journey. 

Their  journey,  for  the  firft  feven  hours,  was 
through  a  barren,  bare,  and  fandy  plain,  without 
Ending  a  veftige  of  any  living  creature  j  without 
water,  and  without  grafs  j  a  country  that  feemed 
iind^r  the  immediate  curfe  of  Heaven.  However, 
after  a  moft  difagreeable  journey,  on  the  Ipth,  at 
eight  in  the  evening,  they  arrived  at  Beyla,  in  la- 
titude 13  deg.  42  min.  4  fee.  They  were  met  by 
Mahomet,  the  ihekh,  at  the  very  entrance  of  the 
town.  He  faid,  he  looked  upon  them  as  rifen 
from  the  deadj  that  they  muft  be  good  people, 

and 
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and  particularly  tinder  the  care  of  Provi(ience,  to 
have  efcaped  the  many  fnares  the  Shckh  of  JSx- 
bara  had  laid  for  them.  Mahomet^  the  ih^kh* 
had  provided  every  fort  of  refrefliment  poHiible 
for  them,  and,  thinking  they  could  not  live  with- 
out it,  he  had  ordered  fu gar  for  them  from  Sen- 
naar.  Honey,  for  the  raoft  part,  hitherto  had 
been  its  fubftitute.  They  had  a  good  comfortable 
fupperj  as  fine  wheat  bi'ead  as  ever  Mr.  Brude 
ate  in  his  life,  brought  from  Sennaar,  as  alfo 
rice:  in  a  word,  every  thing  that  their  kind  land- 
lord could  contribute  to  their  plentiful  and  hof^ 
pitable  entertainment.  r 

Our  traveller's  whole  company  was  fall  of  joy, 
to  which  the  Ihekh  gteatly  encouraged  them  j 
and  if  there  was  any  alldy  to  the  happinefs,  it 
was  feeing  that  Mr.  Bruce  did  riot  partake  of  it. 
Symptoms  of  an  aguifh  diforder  had  '  'en  hang- 
ing about  him  for  feveral  ddys,  ever  lince  the  di- 
arrhoea had  left  him.  He  found  the  greateft  re- 
pugnance, or  naufea,  at  the  fmell  of  warm  meat ; 
and,  having  a  violent  headach,  he  infilled  upon 
going  to  bed  fupperlefs,  after  having  drank  a 
quintity  of  warm  water  by  way  of  emetic.  Be- 
ing exceedingly  tired,  he  loon  fell  found  afleep, 
having  firft  taken  fome  drops  of  a  l^rong  fpiritu- 
ous  tincture  of  the  bark,  which  he  had  prepared 
at  Gondar;  refolvj^g,  if  he  found  any  remilfion, 
as  he  then  did,  to  take  feveral  goo^^  dofes  of  the 
bark  in  powder  on  the  morrow,  beginning  at  day- 
break, which  he  accordingly  did  with  its  ufual 
faccefs. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  a  little  after  the  dawn 

I  of  day,  the  iliekh,  in  great  anxiety,  came  to  the 

pace  where  Mr.  Bruce  was  lying,  upon  a  tanned 

|Duffalo*s  hide,  on  the  ground.    His  forrow  was 
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foon  turned  into  joy,  when  he  found  him  quite 
recovered  from  his  illnefs.  He  had  taken  the 
\>ark,  and  expreffed  a  deiire  of  eating  a  hearty 
breakfafl  of  rice,  which  was  immediately  prepar* 
ed  for  him. 

The  iliekh  of  Beyla  was  an  Implicit  believer  in 
medicine.  Seeing  him  take  fome  drops  of  the 
tindure  before  coffee,  he  in  lifted  upon  pledging 
jMr.  Bruce,  and  he  believes  would  have  willingly 
emptied  the  whole  bottle.  The  ihekh,  having 
jfuffered  great  agony  from  the  ftone,  had  been 
fomewhat  relieved  by  foap -pills,  prefcribed  by 
our  traveller.  He  put  him  in  a  way  to  prepare 
thefe,  as  alfo  lime-water.  It  was  impoflible  to 
have  done  any  favour  for  him  equal  to  this,  as  his 
agony  had  ben  To  great. 

It  was  now  the  time  to  give  the  iliekh  a  prefent, 
and  Mr.  Bruce  ha^  prepared  one  for  him,  fuch  as 
he  very  well  deferved  j  but  no  entreaty,  nor  any 
means  he  could  ufe,  could  prevail  upon  him  to 
accept  of  the  mereft  trifle.  On  the  contrary,  he  fo* 
Jemnly  fwore,  that  if  Mr.  Bruce  importuned  him 
farther,  he  would  get  upon  his  horfe  and  go  into 
the  country.  All  that  he  dedred,  and  that  too 
as  a  favour,  was  that,  when  Mr.  Bruce  had  refted 
at  Sennaar,  he  might  come  and  confult  him  far- 
ther as  to  his  complaints,  for  which  he  promifed  | 
he  fhould  bring  a  recompence  with  him.    . 

Though  Mr.  Bruce  was  much  pleafed  with  hls{ 
reception  here,  he  determined  to  prefs  on  to  Sen* 
naar  before  affairs  there  were  in  a  defperate  iilu- 
ation,  or  fome  fcheme  of  mifchief  ihould  be  cdnj 
trived  by  Fidele.  They  had  again  a  large  and! 
plentiful  dinner,  and  a  quantity  of  bouza  j  venifoni 
of  feveral  different  fpices  of  the  antelope  or  deerl 
liind,  and  Guinea-fgwlsi  boiled  With  xice.  werel 
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th^beft  part  of  their  fare,  for  the  venifon  fmelled 
,.nd  tafted  ftrongly  of  mulk.  This  was  the  provi- 
iion  made  by  tiie  fhekh's  two  fons,  boys  about 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years  old,  who  had  got  each  of 
them  a  gun  with  a  match-lock,  and  whofe  favour 
he  fecured  to  a  very  high  degree,  by  giving  them 
feme  good  gunpowder,  and  plenty  of  fmall  leaden 
bullets. 

In  the  afternoon  they  walked  out  to  fee  the 
village,  which  is  a  very  pleafant  one,  fituated 
upon  the  bottom  of  a  hill,  covered  with  wood.  la 
the  plain  are  many  large  timber  trees,  planted  in 
rows,  and  joined  with  high  hedges,  as  in  Europe^ 
forming  inclofures  for  keeping  cattle.    There  is 
no  water  at  Beyla  but  what  is  got  from  deep  wells. 
Large  plantations  of  Indian  corn  are  everywhere 
about  the  town .   The  inhabitants  are  in  continual 
apprehenlion  from  the  Arabs  Daveina  at  Sim  Sim, 
about  forty    miles  fouth-eaft  from  themj   and 
from  another  powerful  race,  called  Wed  abd  el 
Gin,  i.e.  Son  of  the  flavcs  of  the  devil,  who  live 
to  the  ibuth-weft  of  them,  between  the  Dender 
and  go  into  I  and  the  Nile.    Beyla  is  another  frontier  town  of 
id  that  too  I  Scnnaar,  on  the  fide  of  Sim  Sim. 
:e  had  refted  I     Though  Mr.  Bruce  went  early  to  bed  with  full 
Cult  him  far*  I  t^etermi nation  to  fet  out  by  day-break,  yet  he 
le  promife^lfound  it  was  impoflible  to  put  his  delign  in  exe- 
jjj.  I  cution,  or  get  from  the  hands  of  tlieir  kind  land- 

rfed  witbhlsllord.     One  of  their  girbas  feemed  to  fail,  and 
fs  on  to  Sen*! needed  to  be  repaired. 

efperate  fit^-l    OnHhe  21(1  of  April,  they  left  Beyla,  at  three 

lould  be  con'lo'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  proceeded  through. 

a  large  andla  very  pleafant  flat  country,  but  without  water  j 

ouza*  venifottlthere  had  been  none  in  their  way  nearer  than  the 

elope  or  deerliiver  Rahad.  About  eleven  at  night  they  alighted 

tb  xicQ,  wercl   Vol.  XIV.  "^ 
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in  a  wood  :  the  place  is  called  Baherie^  as  near  as 
they  could  compute^  nine  miles  from  Beyla. 

On  the  22d,  at  half  pall  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  they  left  Baherie,  dill  continuing  weft-; 
ward,  and  at  nine  they  came  to  the  banks  of  the 
Hahad.  The  ford  is  called  Tchir  Chaira.  The 
river  itfelf  was  now  fta'nding  in  pools,  the  water 
foul,  {linking,  and  covered  with  a  green  mantle^ 
the  bottom  loft  and  muddy,  but  there  was  no 
choice.  The  water  at  Beyla  was  fo  bad,  that 
they  took  only  as  much  as  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  till  they  arrived  at  running  water  from  the 
Bahad. 

On  the  23d,  they  met  feveral  men,  on  horfe- 
back  and  on  foot,  coming  out  from  among  the 
buihes,  who  endeavoured  to  carry  off  one  of  their 
camels.  They  indeed  were  fomewhat  alarmed, 
and  were  going  to  prepare  for  refillance.  The 
camel  they  had  taken  away  had  on  it  the  king's 
and  Shekh  Adelan's  prefents,  and  fome  other 
things  for  their  future  need.  Their  clothes  too, 
books,  and  papers,  were  upon  the  fame  camel. 
However,  as  this  was  only  a  contrivance  to  extort 
a  prefent  from  Mr.  Bruce,  the  matter  was  eaiily 
got  over,  and  the  camel  reftored. 

On  the  24th,  they  came  to  the  river  Dender, 
Handing  now  in  pools  j  but  by  the  vaft  widenefsl 
of  its  banks,  and  the  great  deepnefs  of  its  bed, 
it  fhould  feem,  that  in  time  of  rain  it  will  contain 
nearly  as  much  water  as  the  Nile.  The  banks 
are  ev6ry  where  thick  overgrown  with  the  rack 
and  jujeb  tree,  efpecially  the  latter.  The  wood,! 
which  had  continued  moftly  from  Beyla,  here! 
failed  entirely,  and  reached  no  farther  towards! 
Sennaar*  .  Xhefe  two  forts  of  Ucos,  howeverJ 
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were  in  very  great  beauty,  and  of  a  prodigious 
fize. 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  they  fet  out  from 
a  ftiady  place  of  repofe  on  the  banks  of  the  Dea- 
der, through  a  large  plain,  with  not  a  tree  before 
them ;  but  they  prefently  found  themlelves  en» 
compafled  with  a  number  of  villages,  nearly  of  a 
fize,  and  placed  at  equal  diilances  in  form  of  a 
femicirclc,  the  roofs  of  the  houfes  in  ihape  of 
cones,  as  are  all  thofe  within  the  rains.  The 
plain  was  all  of  a  red,  foapy  earth,  and  the  corn 
juft  fown.  This  whole  country  is  in  perpetual 
cultivation,  and  though,  at  this  time,  it  had  a  bare 
look,  would,  no  doubt,  have  a  magnificent  one 
when  waving  with  grain.  At  nine,  they  halted 
at  a  village  of  Pagan  Nuba.  Thefe  are  all  fol- 
diers  of  the  Mek  of  Sennaar,  cantoned  in  thefe 
villages,  which,  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five 
miles,  furround  the  whole  capital.  Having  fet- 
tlements  and  provifions  given  them,  as  alfo  arms 
put  into  their  hands,  they  never  wifh  to  delert, 
but  live  a  very  domeftic  and  fober  life. 

They  pay  adoration  to  the  moon  j  and  that  their 
worfiiip  is  performed  with  pleafure  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  is  obvious  every  night  that  (he  ihines.  Com- 
ing out  from  the  darknefs  of  their  huts,  they  fay  a 
few  words  upon  feeing  her  brightnefs,  and  tellify 
great  joy,  ,by  motions  of  their  feet  and  hands,  at 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  new  moon.  Mr. Bruce 
never  faw  them  pay  any  attention  to  the  fun,  either 
riling  or  fetting,  advancing  to  or  receding  from 
the  meridian.  Their  priefts  feem  to  have  great  in- 
fluence over  them,  but  through  fear  only,  and  not 
from  afFedion.  They  are  diftinguiflied  by  thick 
copper  bracelets  about  their  wrifts,  as  alfo  fome- 
times  one,  and  fonietimes  two  about  their  ankles, 
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On  the  25th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
they  fet  out  from  the  villages  of  the  Nuba,  in- 
tending to  arrive  at  Bafboch,  where  is  the  ferry 
over  the  Nilej  but  they  had  fcarcely  advanced 
two  miles  into  the  plain,  when  they  were  inclofed 
by  a  violent  whirlwind,  or  what  is  called,  at  fea, 
the  water-fpout.  The  plain  was  red  earth,  which 
had  been  plentifully  moiftencd  by  a  ihower  in  the 
iiight-time.  The  unfortunate  camel  that  had 
been  taken  by  the  Cohala  feemed  to  be  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  its  vortex.  It  was  lifted  up  and 
thrown  down  at  a  confiderable  diftancc,  and  fe- 
veral  of  its  ribs  broken.  Although,  as  far  as  Mr. 
Bruce  could  guefs,  he  was  not  near  the  centre j  it 
whirled  him  off  his  feet,  and  threw  him  down 
upon  his  face,  fo  as  to  make  his  nofe  guih  out 
with  blood.  Two  of  the  fervants  likewife  had 
the  fame  fate.  It  plaiflered  them  all  over  with 
mud,  almoft  as  fmoothly  as  could  have  been  done 
with  a  trowel.  It  took  away  Mr.  Bruce's  fenfe 
and  breathing  for  an  infant,  and  his  mouth  and 
nofe  were  full  of  mud  when  he  recovered.  He 
guefles  the  fphere  of  its  adtion  to  be  about  two 
hundred  feet.  It  demoliflied  *one  half  of  a  fmall 
hut,  as  if  it  had  been  cut  through  with  a  knife, 
and  difperfed  the  materials  all  over  the  plain, 
leaving  the  other  half  ftanding. 

As  foon  as  they  recovered  therafelves,  they  took 
refuge  in  a  village,  from  fear  only,  for  they  faw 
no  veflige  of  any  other  whirlwind.  It  involved 
a  great  quantity  of  rain,  which  the  Nuba  of  the 
villages  told  them  was  very  fortunate,  as  it  por- 
tended good  luck  to  them,  and  a  profperous  jour- 
ney ;  for  they  faid,  that  had  duft  and  fand  arifen 
with  the  whirlwind,  in  the  fame  proportion  it 
would  have  douci  had  not  the  earth  been  moiflen* 

ed, 
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ed,  they  would  all  infallibly  have  been  fufFocated; 
and  they  cautioned  theni,  by  faying,  that  tem- 
pefts  were  very  frequent  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  rainy  feafon,  and  whenever  they  (hould  fee 
one  of  them  coming,  to  fall  down  upon  ilieir 
faces,  keeping  their  lips  clofe  to  the  ground,  and 
fo  let  it  pafs}  and  thus  it  would  neither  have 
power  to  carry  them  off  their  feet,  nor  fuffocate 
them,  which  was  the  ordinary  cafe. 

Their  kind  landlords,  the  Nuba,  gave  them  a 
hearty  welcome,  and  helped  them  to  wafh  their 
clothes  firft,  and  then  to  dry  them.  When  Mr. 
Bruce  was  llripped  naked,  they  faw  the  blood  run- 
ning from  his  nofe,  and  faid,  they  could  not  have 
thought  that  one  fo  white  as  he  was  could  have 
been  capable  of  bleeding.  They  gave  them  a  piece 
of  roafted  hog,  which  they  ate,  very  much  to  the 
fatisfa6tion  of  the  Nuba.  On  the  other  hand,  as 
their  camel  was  lame,  they  ordered  one  of  the 
Mahometan  fervants  to  kill  it,  and  take  as  much, 
of  it  as  would  ferve  themfelves  for  that  night ; 
they  alfo  provided  againft  wanting  themfelves 
the  next  day.  The  reft  they  gave  among  their 
new-acquired  acquaintance,  the  Nuba  of  the  vil- 
lage, who  did  not  fail  to  make  a  feaft  upon  it  for 
feveral  days  after  j  and,  in  recompence  for  their 
liberality,  they  provided  them  with  a  large  jar  of 
bouza.  This  Mr.  Bruce  repaid  by  tobacco,  beads* 
pepper,  and  i^bium,  which  he  faw  plainly  was 
infinitely  more  than  they  expected.  Mr.  Bruce 
feldom,  in  his  lifie,  upon  a  journey,  pafled  a  more 
comfortable  night.  He  had  a  very  neat,  clean 
hut,  entirely  to  himfelf,  and  a  Greek  fervant  that 
fat  near  him.  Some  of  the  Nuba  watched  for 
them  all  night,  and  took  care  of  their  beafts  and 
baggage.    They  fung  and  replied  to  one  another 
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alternately,  in  notes  full  of.plf-afant  melody,  till 
Mr.  Bruce  fell  fait  afleep,  involuntarily,  and  with 
regret. 

The  landlord  of  the  hut  where  Mr.  Bruce  was 
aileep,  having  prepared  for  their  fafety  and  that 
of  their  baggage,  thought  hinifelf  bound  in  duty 
to  go  and  give  immediate  information  to  the 
prime  niinifter  of  the  unexpedled  gueils  that  then 
occupied  his  houfe.  He  found  Adelan  at  fupper, 
but  was  immediately  admitted,  and  a  variety  of 
queftions  aiked  him,  which  he  anfwered  fully. 
He  defcribed  their  colour,  their  number,  the  un- 
ul'ual  Hze  and  number  of  their  firearms,  the  poor^ 
jiefs  of  their  attire,  and^  above  all,  their  great 
Chcerfulnefs,  quietnefs,  and  affability,  their  being 
contented  with  eating  any  thing,  and  in  particular 
mentioned  the  hog's flefh.  One  man  then  prefent, 
teftifying  abhorrence  to  this,  Adelan  faid  of  Mr. 
Bruce  to  their  landlord,  "  Why,  he  is  a  foldit* r 
and  a  Kafr,  like  yourfelf.  A  foldier  and  a  Kafr, 
when  travelling  in  a  f^range  country,  fhould  eat 
every  thing,  and  fo  does  every  other  man  that  is 
wife;  has  he  not  a  fervant  of  mine  with  him?"  He 
anfwered,  "Yes,  and  a  fervant  of  the  king  tooj  but 
he  had  left  them,  and  was  gone  forward  to  Sen- 
naar."  "  Go  you  with  them,"  fays  he,  **  and  ftay 
with  them  at  Rafboch  till  he  had  time  to  fend 
for  them  to  town."  He  had  returned  from  Aira 
long  before  our  travellers  arofe,  and  told  them 
the  converfation,  which  was  great  comfort  to 
them  all  j  for  they  were  not  much  pleafed  with 
the  king's  fervant  going  before,  as  they  had  rea- 
fon  to  think  he  was  difaffefted  towards  them. 

On  the  26th,  at  fix.  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
they  fet  out  from  this  village  of  Nuba.  All  the 
morning  there  were  terrible  ftorms  of  thundev 
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and  lightning,  with  fome  heavy  rain.  Mr. Bruce 
thinks  he  never,  in  his  life,  telt  fo  cold  a  rain, 
yet  it  was  not  difagreeable;  for  the  day  wnsclofe 
and  hot,  and  they  fhould  have  wiihed  every  now 
and  then  to  have  had  a  moderate  refrigeration  ; 
this,  however,  was  rather  too  abundant.  At  nine 
o'clock  they  arrived  at  Balhoch,  which  is  a  large 
colle6tion  of  huts  of  the  Nuba,  and  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  town. 

The  governor,  a  venerable  old  man  of  about 
feventy,  who  was  fo  feeble  that  he  could  fcarcely 
walk,  received  them  with  great  complacency,  only 
faying,  when  he  took  hold  of  Mr.  Bruce*,shand,**0 
Chriftian  !  what  doft  thou,  at  fuch  a  time  in  fuch 
a  country  ?"  Mr.  Bruce  was  furprifed  al  the  po- 
litenefs  of  his  fpeech,  when  he  called  him  Naza- 
rini,  the  civil  term  for  Chrittian  in  the  eaft; 
whereas,  Infidel,  is  the  general  term  among  thefe 
brutifli  people  5  but  it  feems  he  had  been  feveral 
times  at  Cairo.  Mr.  Bruce  had  here  a  very  clean 
and  comfortable  hut  to  lodge  in,  though  they  were 
fparingly  fupplied  with  provifions  all  the  time 
they  were  there  }  but  never  were  fufl'ered  to  fall  a 
whole  day  together. 

Bafboch  is  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Nile, 
not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  ford  below.  The 
river  here  runs  north  and  fouth  j  towards  the 
fides  it  is  (hallow,  but  deep  in  the  middle  of  the 
current,  and  in  this  part  it  is  much  infelted  with 
crocodiles.  Sennaar  is  two  miles  and  a  half 
fouth- fouth- weft  of  it.  They  heard  the  evening 
drum  very  diltindly,  and  not  without  anxiety, 
when  they  retle6ted  to  what  a  brutifli  people,  ac^ 
cording  to  all  accounts  they  were  about  to  truft 
themfelsres.    .         ;^    ...   ,,^      .  .* 
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On  the  2r)th,  leave  was  fent  them,  to  enter 
Sennaar,  where  having  arrived,  they  were  cou- 
daded  by  Adelan's  lervant  to  a  very  fpacious 
good  houfe  belonging  to  the  ihekh  himlelf,  a 
long  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  king's  palace. 
He  left  a  meflage  for  them  to  repofe  themfelves, 
and  in  a  day  or  two  to  wait  upon  the  king,  and 
that  he  Ihould  fend  to  tell  them  when  they  were 
to  come  to  him.  This  they  refolved  to  have  com- 
plied with  moftexadlyj  buttheverynext  morning, 
the  30th  of  April,  there  '"ame  a  fervant  from  the 
palace  to  fummon  them  .0  wait  upon  the  king, 
which  they  immediately  obeyed.  The  palace 
covers  a  prodigious  deal  of  ground.  It  is  all  of 
one  ftory,  built  of  clay,  and  the  floors  of  earth. 
The  chambers  through  which  they  paffed  were 
all  unfurnilhed,  and  feemed  as  if  a  great  many 
of  them  had  formerly  been  deltined  as  barracks  for 
foldiers,  of  whom  Mr.  Bruce  did  not  fee  above  lifty 
on  guard.  The  king  was  in  afmall  room  not  twenty 
feet  fquare,  to  which  they  aicended  by  two  fmall 
.  flights  of  narrow  fteps.  The  floor  of  the  room 
was  covered  with  broad  fquare  tiles ;  over  it  was 
laid  a  Perfian  carpet,  and  the  walls  hung  with 
tapeftry  of  the  fame  country;  the  whole  very 
well  kept,  and  in  good  order. 

The  king  was  fitting  upon  a  matt'-efs,  laid  on 
the  ground,  which  was  likewife  covered  with  a 
Perhan  carpet,  and  round  him  was  a  number  of 
cufliions  of  Venetian  cloth  of  gold.  His  dr'^fs 
did  not  correfpond  with  this  magnificence,  for  it 
was  nothing  but  a  large,  lofe  fliirt,  of  Surat  blue 
cotton  cloth,  which  feemed  not  to  difl'er  from  the 
fame  worn  by  hi$  fervants,  except  that,  all  round 
the  edges  of  it,  the  feams  were  double-flitched 
with  white  filk^  and  likewife-round  the  neck, 
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His  head  was  uncovered  j  he  wore  bis  own  fliort 
black  hair,  and  was  as  white  in  colour  as  an  Arab. 
He  feemed  to  be  a  man  about  thirty-four  j  he 
had  a  very  plebeian  countenance,  on  which  was 
ftamped  no  decided  character.  At  our  trnvpller's 
coming  forward  and  killing  his  hand,  he. looked 
at  them  fora  minute,  as  if  undetermined  what  to 
fay.  He  then  alked  for  an  Abyflinian  interpreter, 
as  there  are  many  of  thofe  about  the  palace.  Our 
traveller  faid  to  him  in  Arabic,  "  I  apprehend  I 
underftand  as  much  of  that  language  as  will  ena- 
ble me  to  anfwer  any  queftion  you  have  to  put  to 
me."  Upon  which  he  turned  to  the  people  that 
were  with  him,  "Downright  Arabic,  indeed! 
You  did  not  learn  that  language  in  Habelh  ?" 
faid  he  to  Mr.  Bruce,  who  anfwered,  *'  No ;  I 
have  been  in  Egypt,  Turkey,  and  Arabia,  where 
1  learned  itj  but  I  have  likewife  often  fpoken  it 
in  Abyflinia,  where  Greek,  Turkifh,  and  feverai 
other  languages  are  ufed."  He  faid,  '*  Impoili- 
ble!  he  did  not  think  they  knew  any  language, 
except  their  own,  in  Abyllinia." 

There  were  fitting  oppofite  to  him,  four 
men  drefled  in  white  cotton  fliirts,  with  a 
white  fliawl  covering  their  heads,  and  part  of 
their  face,  by  which  it  was  known  the  were  reli- 
gious men,  or  men  of  learning,  or  of  the  law. 
One  of  thefe  anfwered  the  king's  doubt  of  the 
Abyllinians  knowledge  in  languages.  *'  They 
have  languages  enough,  and  you  know  that  Ha- 
he(h  is  called  the  Paradife  of  Affes."  During 
this  conv«rfation,  Mr.  Bruce  took  the  llierifFe  of 
Mecca's  letter,  alfo  one  from  the  king  of  Abydi- 
nia ;  he  gave  him  the  king's  lirft,  asd  then  tiie 
flieriffe's.  He  took  them  both  as  Mr.  Bruce  gave 
hcm^  but  laid  aiide  the  king's  upon  a  culhion, 
>•■    'i     --    .  •  till 
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till  he  had  read  the  (herifte's.  After  this  he  read 
the  k'lng^s,  and  called  immediately  again  for  aa 
Abyflinian  interpreter  j  upon  which  Mr.  Bruce 
faid  nothing,  fuppofing,  perhaps,  he  might  chufe 
to  mak-i  him  deliver  fome  meffage  to  him  in  pri- 
vate, which  he  would  not  have  his  people  hear. 
But  it  was  pure  ccnfuiion  and  abfence  of  mindj 
for  he  never  fpoke  a  word  to  him  when  he  came. 
*' You  are  a  phyfician  and  a  foldier,"  fays  the  king. 
"  Both,  in  time  of  need,"  faid  Mr.  Bruce.  **  But 
the  iheriffe's  letter  tells  me  alfo,  that  you  are  a 
nobleman  in  the  fervice  of  a  great  king,  that 
they  call  Englife-man,  who  is  matter  of  all  the 
Indies,  and  who  has  Mahometan  as  well  as  Chrif- 
tian  fubjeds,  and  allows  them  all  to  be  governed 
by  their  own  laws." — "  Though  I  never  faid  fo 
to  the  fheriffe/'  replied  Mr.  Bruce,  *'  yet  it  is 
true }  I  am  as  noble  as  any  individual  in  my  na- 
tion, and  am  alfo  fervant  to  the  greateft  king  now 
reigning  upon  earth,  of  whofe  dominions,  it  is 
likewiTe  truly  faid  thefe  Indies  are  but  a  fmali 
part." — ''  How  comes  it,"  fays  the  king,  '*  you, 
that  are  fo  noble  and  le?.rned,  that  you  know  all 
things,  all  languages,  and  fo  brave  that  you  fear 
no  danger,  but  pals,  with  two  or  three  old  men, 
into  fuch  countries  as  this  and  Habefh,  where 
Baady,  my  father,  periihed  with  an  army  ?  How 
comesJ-it  that  you  do  not  ilay  at  home  and  enjoy 
yourfelf,  eat,  drink,  take  pleafure  and  reft,  and 
not  wander  like  a  poor  man,  a  prey  to  every  dan- 
ger ?" — "*  You,  Sir,"  replied  Mr.  Bruce,  "  may 
know  fome  of  this  fort  of  men;  certainly  you  do 
know  them;  for  there  arc  in  your  religion,  as 
well  as  mine,  men  of  learning,  and  thofe  too  of 
grent  rank  and  nobility,  who,  on  account  of  fins 
ihcy  have  committed,  or  vows  they  have  made, 
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renounce  the  world,  its  riches  and  pleafures. 
"True,  thefe  are  Dervifh,"  faid  fome  that  were 
prefcnt.  "  I  am  then  one  of  thefe  Derviih,"  faid 
Mr.  Bruce,  **  content  with  the  bread  that  is  given 
nie,  and  bound  for  fome  years  to  travel  in  hard- 
fhips  and  danger,  doing  all  the  good  I  can  to  poor 
and  rich,  ferving  every  man,  and  hurting  none." 
"Tybe!  that  is  well,"  faid  the  king.  "And 
how  long  have  you  been  travelling  about  ?"  adds 
one  of  the  others.  "  Near  twenty  years,"  faid  Mr. 
Bruce. — '*  You  muft  be  very  young,"  fays  the 
king,  "  to  have  committed  fo  many  (ins,  and 
fo  early;  they  muft  all  have  been  with  wo- 
men ?" — **  Part  of  them,  I  fuppofe,  were"  replied 
Mr.  Bruce,  "  but  1  did  not  fay  I  'vas  one  of  thofe 
that  travelled  on  account  of  their  fins,  but  that 
there  were  fome  Dervirties  that  did  fo  on  account 
of  their  vows,  and  fome  to  learn  wifdom."  Mr. 
Bruce  now  withdrew. 

The  drum  beat  a  little  after  ftx  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  They  then  had  a  very  comfortable  din- 
ner fent  them,  camel's  flelh  ftewed  with  an  herb 
of  a  vifcous  llimy  fubftance,  called  Dammia. 
About  eight  o'clock  came  a  fervant  from  the 
palace,  telling  Mr.  Bruce,  now  w^s  the  time  to 
bring  the  prefent  to  the  king.  He  forted  the 
feparate  articles  with  all  the  fpeed  he  could,  and 
they  went  dire(!^lv  to  the  palace.  The  king  was 
then  fitting  in  a  large  apartment,  ns  far  as  he  could 
guefs,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  former.  He 
was  naked,  but  had  feveral  clothes  lying  upon 
his  knee,  and  about  him,  and  a  fervant  was  rub- 
bing him  over  with  very  ftinking  butter,  or  greafe, 
with  which  his  hair  was  dropping  as  if  wet  with 
water,    The  king  afked  Mr.  Brace  if  ever  her 
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greafed  hlmlelf  as  he  did  ?  Mr.  Bruce  faid, 
Very  feldom,  but  fancied  it  would  be  very  ex- 
penlive.  He  then  told  him,  that  it  was  elephant's 
greale,  which  made  people  ftrong,  and  preferved 
the  Ikin  very  I'mooth.  Oar  traveller  faid,  he 
thought  it  very  proper,  but  could  not  bear  the 
fmell  of  it,  though  his  Ikin  fhcald  turn  as  rough 
as  an  elephant's  for  the  want  of  it.  He  faid,  if 
Mr.  Bruce  had  ufed  it,  his  hair  would  not  have 
turned  fo  red  as  it  was,  and  that  it  would* all  be- 
come white  prefently,  when  that  rednefs  came  off. 
As  for  the  Imell,  you  will  fee  that  cured  pre- 
fently. ,* 

After  having  rubbed  him  abundantly  with 
greafe,  they  brought  a  pretty  large  horn,  and  in 
it  fomething  fcent^d,  about  as  liquid  as  honey. 
It  was  plain  that  civet  was  a  great  part  of  the 
compofition.  The  king  went  out  at  the  door, 
and  there  two  men  deluged  him  over  with  pitch- 
ers of  cold  water,  whilll  he  was  ftark-naked.  He 
then  returned,  and  a  flave  annointed  him  with 
this  fweet  ointment ;  after  which  he  fat  down,  as 
ccmpletely  drefled,  being  juft  going  to  his  wo- 
man's apartment,  where  he  was  to  fup.        > 

His  toilet  being  finillied,  our  traveller  then  pro- 
duced his  prefent,  which  he  told  him  the  king  of 
Abyflinia  had  fent  to  him,  hoping  that,  according 
to  the  faith  and  cuftom  of  nations,  he  would  not 
only  pfote6t  him  v^^hile  here,  but  fend  him  fafely 
and  fpeedily  out  of  his  dominions  into  Egypt. 
He  anfvvered,  there  was  a  time  when  he  could 
have  done  all  this,  and  more,  but  thofe  times  were 
changed.  Sennaar  was  in  ruin,  and  was  not  like 
what  it  was.  He  then  ordered  fome  perfumed 
forbet  to  be  brought  for  Mr.  Bruce  to  drink  in 
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his  prefence,  which  is  a  pledge  that  your  peribn 
is  in  fafety.  The  king  thereupon  withdrew^  and 
went  to  his  ladies. 

It  was  not  till  the  8th  of  May  Mr.  Bruce  Iiad 
his  audience  of  Shekh  Adelan  at  Aira,  which  is 
three  miles  and  an  half  from  Sennaar;  they 
walked  out  early  in  the  morning,  for  the  greatcft 
part  of  the  way  along  the  fide  of  the  Nile,  which 
had  no  beauty,  being  totally  dkelted  of  trt-cs, 
the  bottom  foul  and  muddy,  and  the  edges  of 
the  water  white,  with  fmall  concretions  of  calca- 
reous earth,  which,  with  the  bright  fun  upon 
them,  dazzled  and  affe6led  their  eyes  very  much. 
U'hey,  tlien  ftruck  acrofs  a  Ifirge  i'andy  plain, 
without  trees  or  buihes,  and  came  to  Adelan's 
habitation.  -  - 

Within  the  gate  was  a  number  of  borfes,  with 
the  foldiers  barracks  behind  them;  they  were  all 
picqueted  in  ranks,  their  faces  to  their,  mafler's 
barracks.  It  was  one  of  the  finett  fights  Mr. 
J^ruce  ever  faw  of  the  kind.  They  were  all  above 
fixteen,  hands  high,  of  the  breed  of  the  old  Sa- 
racen horles,  ail  finely  made,  and  as  ftrong  as 
onr  coach  horfes,  but  exceedingly  nimble  in 
tlieir  motion  ;  they  were  moftly  black,  fome  of 
them  black  and  white,  fome  of  them  milk-white 
felled,  fo  not  white  by  age,  with  white  eyes  and 
white  hoofs. 

A  lieel  Hurt  of  mail  hung  upon  each  man's 
quarters  oppofite  to  hishorfe,  and  by  it  an  ante- 
lope's Ikin,  made  foft  like  Ihamoy,  with  which  it 
I  was  covered  from  the  dew  of  the  night.  A  head- 
piece ot  copper,  without  crett  or  plumage,  was 
Uufpended  by  i\  lace  above  the  fhirt  of  mail,  and 
uas  the  moil  pidurefque  part  of  the  trophy. 
|To  thefe  was  added;  an  enormous  broad  fword. 
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in  a  red  leather  icabbard  j  and  upon  the  pummel 
hung  two  thick  gloves.  They  told  Mr.  Bruce, 
that,  within  that  inclofure  at  Aira,  there  weip 
four  hundred  horlcs,  which,  with  the  riders,  and 
armour  complete  for  each  of  them,  were  all  the 
property  of  Shekh  Adelan,  every  horfeman  being 
his  Have,  and  bought  with  his  money. 

Adelan  was  then  fitting  upon  a  piece  of  the 
trunk  of  a  palm-tree,  in  the  front  of  one  of  thel'e 
divifions  of  his  horfes,  which  he  feemed  to  be 
contemplating  with  pleafure ;  a  number  of  black 
people,  his  own  fervants  and  friends,  were  land- 
ing round  him.  He  had  on  a  long  drab-colour- 
ed camlet  gown,  lined  with  yellow  fatin,  and 
a  camlet  cap,  like  a  head  piece,  with  two  fliort 
points  that  covered  his  ears.  This,  it  feems,  was 
his  drefs,  when  he  rofe  early  in  the  morning  lo 
vifit  his  horfes,  which  he  never  neglected.  The 
fhekh  was  above  fix  feet  high,  rather  corpulent, 
had  a  heavy  walk,  feemingly  more  from  atfe6ta- 
tion  of  grandeur,  thai  want  of  agility.  He  was 
about  fixty,  of  the  colour  and  features,  of  an 
Arab,  and  not  of  a  negro,  but  had  rather  more 
beard  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  people  in  this  coun- 
try j  large  piercing  eyes,  and  a  determined, 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  a  very  pleafing  coun- 
tenance. Upon  Mr.  Bruce's  coming  near  him, 
he  got  up,  '*  You  that  are  a  horfeman,  fays  heJ 
without  any  falutation,  what  would  your  king  of 
Habelli  give  for  thefe  hoifes  ?" — '*  What  king, 
anfwered  Mr.  Bruce  in  the  fame  tone,  would  not 
give  any  price  for  fiich  horfes,  if  he  knew  theirl 
value  ?"    -..    .;      "  ;^   .  •,  i  :■  '    v     .:■ 

They  then  went  into  a  large  faloon,  bungl 
round  with  mirrors  and  fcarlet  damalk;  in  onel 
of  the  longeft  tides  were  two  large  fofa's  coveredl 
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with  erimfon  and  yellow  damaik,  and  large  cu- 
ihions  of  cloth  of  gold,  like  to  the  king's.  He  now  . 
pulled  otV  his  camlet  gown  and  cap,  and  remained 
in  a  erimfon  fatin  coat,  reaching  down  below  his 
knees,  which  lapped  over  at  tlie  breait,  and  was 
girl  round  his  waift  with  a  fcarf,  or  fa(h,  in 
which  he  had  ftuck  a  ihort  dagger,  in  an  ivory 
llieath,  mounted  with  gold  ;  and  one  of  the  larg- 
elt  and  moft  beautiful  amethylls  upon  his  finger 
that  Mr.  Bruce  ever  faw,  mounted  plain,  without 
any  diamonds,  and  a  fmall  gold  ear-ring  in  one 
of  his  ears. 

After  fome  general  converfation,  in  which 
Adelan  gave  a  very  unfavourable  account  of  the 
Itate  of  the  country,  Mr.  Bruce  gave  him  the 
Iheriffe's  letter,  which  he  opened,  looked  at,  and 
laid  by  without  reading,  faying  only,  "  Aye, 
Metical  is  a  good  man,  be  fometimes  takes  care 
of  our  people  going  to  Mecca ;  for  my  part,  I 
never  was  there,  and  probably  never  fliall."  Mr. 
Bruce  then  prefented  his  letter  from  Ali  Bey  to 
him.  He  placed  it  upon  his  knee,  and  gave  a 
flap  upon  it  with  his  open  hand.  '*  What !  do 
you  not  know,  faid  he,  that  Mahomet  Abou  Da- 
hab,  his  Hafnadar,  has  rebelled  againit  him,  ba- 
niflied  him  out  of  Cairo,  and  now  fits  in  his 
place  ?  But  don't  be  difconcerted  at  that,  I  know 
you  to  be  a  man  of  honour  and  prudence  j  if 
Mahomet,  my  brother,  does  not  come,  as  fo':in  as 
I  can  get  leifure,  I  will  difpatch  you."  The 
fervant  that  had  condu6ted  Mr.  Bruce  to  Sennaar, 
and  was  then  with  him,  went  forward  clofe  to 
him,  and  faid,  In  a  kind  of  whifper,  "  Should  he 
U'o  often  to  the  k'w<x  r" — *'  When  he  v>leares ;  lie 
may  go  to  fee  tlu;  town,  and  take  a  walk,  hut 
never  alone,  and  ahb  to  the  palace,  that,  when 
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he  returns  to  his  own  country,  he  may  report 
that  he  law  a  king  at  Sennaar,  that  neither 
knows  how  to  govern,  nor  will  Tufter  others  to 
teach  hiui ;  wlio  knows  not  how  to  make  war, 
and  yet  will  not  fit  in  peace."  Mr.  Bruce  then 
took  his  leave  of  him,  but  there  was  a  plentiful 
breakfatl  for  them  in  the  other  room,  to  which 
he  fcnt  them.  At  going  out  Mr.  Bruce  took  his 
leave  by  killing  his  hand,  which  he  fubmitted  to 
without  relu6tance.  Shekh,  faid  our  travellers, 
when  I  pals  thefe  ^^labs  in  the  fquare,  I  hope  it 
will  not  difoblige  you  if  I  converfe  with  lomeof 
them  out  of  curiolity  ?  **  By  no  means,  replied 
he,  as  much  as  you  pleafe  j  but  don't  let  them 
know  where  they  can  find  you  at  Sennaar,  or 
they  will  be  in  your  houfe  from  morning  till 
night,  will  eat  up  all  your  vi6iuals,  and  then,  in 
return,  will  cut  your  throat,  if  they  can  meet  you 
upon  your  journey." 

Mr.  Bruce  returned  home  to  Sennaar,  very 
well  pleafed  with  his  reception  at  Aira.  He  had 
not  feen,  lince  he  left  Gondar,  a  man  lb  open  and 
frank  in  his  manners,  and  who  fpokq.  without 
difguife  what  apparently  he  had  in  his  heart. 

The  next  morning,  after  Mr.  Bruce  came 
home  from  Aira,  he  was  agreeably  furprifed  by 
a  vifit  from  Hagi  Belal,  to  whom  he  had  been  re- 
commended byMetical  Aga,and  to  whom  Ibrahim 
ISeraff,  the  Englilh  broker  at  Jidda,  bad  addrelT- 
ed  him  for  any  money  he  ihould  want  at  Sen* 
naar.  Belal  welcomed  him  with  great  kindnefs, 
and  repeated  teftimonies  of  joy  and  wonder  at 
his  fate  arrival.  He  had  been  down  at  Atbara 
at  Gerri,  or  ibme  villages  near  it,  with  merchan- 
dile,  and  had  not  yet  feen  the  king  lince  he 
came  home,  but  gave  Mr.  Bruce  the  very  worit 
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clefcription  pollible  of  the  country,  infomiK  h 
that  therti  leemed  to  be  not  a  I'pot,  but  the  one  lie 
thru  ftood  on,  in  which  he  was  not  in  immiiif:nt 
danger  otdcitrnttion,  from  a  variety  ot'indepfMi- 
duit  caufes,  which  it  feemed  not  polhbly  in  his 
power  to  avoid.  In  the  evening,  he  lent  Mr. 
Bruce  fome  refrefliments,  which  he  had  long 
been  unaccullomed  to:  fome  tea,  excellent  colVce, 
feme  honey,  and  brown  fugar,  fcveral  bottles  of 
rack,  likewife  nutmegs,  cinnamon,  ginger,  and 
lome  very  good  dates  of  the  dry  kind,  which  he 
had  brought  from  Atbara. 

Hagi  Bclal  was  a  native  of  Morocco,.  He  had 
been  at  Cairo,  and  alfo  at  Jidda  and  Mocha. 
He  knew  the  Kngliili  well,  and  prof(^fled  hini- 
{vW  both  obliged  and  attached  to  them.  It  was 
fome  days  before  Mr.  Bruce  ventured  to  fpeak  to 
bim  upon  money  bufinefs,  or  upon  any  probabi- 
lity of  finding  alliftance  here  at  Sennaar.  He 
gave  him  little  hopes  of  the  latter,  repeating  to 
liim  what  he  very  well  knew  about  the  difagree- 
ment  of  the  king  and  Adelan.  He  feemed  to 
place  all  his  expe6tations,  and  thofe  were  but 
faint  ones,  in  the  coming  of  Shekh  Abou  Ka'cc 
from  Kordofan.  He  faid,  nothing  could  be  ex- 
pe6ted  from  Shekh  Adelan,  without  going  to 
Aira,  for  that  he  would  never  truft  himfelf  in 
Sennaar,  in  this  king's  life  time  j  but  that  the 
minifter  was  abfolute,  the  moment  he  aiVembled 
his  troops  without  the  town. 

One  morning  he  came  to  Mr.  Bruce,  after 
having  been  \vith  the  king,  when  our  traveller 
was  himfelf  preparing  to  go  to  the  palace.  He 
faid,  he  had  been  fent  for  upon  his  account,  and 
had  been  qneftioned  very  narrowly  what  fort  of 
3  man  he  was.    Having  anfwered  wry  favour^ 
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ably,  both  of  him  and  his  nation,  he  liad  alkc-d 
for  iVIftical  Aga's  letters,  or  any  other  letters  re- 
ceived concerning  him  from  Jidda  j  he  faid,  that 
he  Inid  only  Ihewn  Mctical's  letter,  wrote  in  the 
name  of  the  Iheriffe,  as  alfo  one  from  himfelf ; 
that  there  were  leveral  great  officers  of  govern- 
ment prefent  j  and  the  Cadi  had  read  the  letter* 
aloud  io  them  all :  that  one  of  them  had  a<ked» 
how  it  came  that  fuch  a  man  as  our  traveller 
ventured  to  pafs  thefe  deferts,  with  four  or  five 
old  fervants,  and  what  it  was  he  came  to  fee  5 
that  he  anfwjred,  he  apprehended  his  chief  ob- 
jeft  at  Sennaar  was,  to  be  forwarded  to  his  own 
country.  It  was  alfo  alked,  why  Mr.  Bruce  had 
not  fome  Englilhmen  with  him,  as  none  of  his 
fervants  were  of  that  nation,  but  poor  beggarly 
Kopts,  Arabs,  and  Turks,  who  were  none  of 
them  of  his  religion.  Belal  anfwered,  that  tra- 
vellers through  thefe  countries  muft  take  up 
with  fuch  people  as  they  can  find  going  the  fame 
way;  however,  he  believed  fome  Engliih  fer- 
vants had  died  in  Abyflinia,  which  country  he 
had  left  the  firft  opportunity  that  had  offered, 
being  wearied  by  the  perpetual  war  which  pre- 
vailed. Upon  which  the  king  faid,  "  He  has 
chofen  well,  when  he  came  into  this  country  for 
peace.  You  know,  Hagi  Belal,  I  cpn  do  nothing 
for  him  ;  there  is  nothing  in  my  hands.  I  could 
eafier  get  him  back  into  Abyflinia  than  forward 
him  into  Egypt.  Who  is  it  now  that  can  pafs  into 
Egypt?"  The  Cadi  then  faid,  "  Hagi  Belal  can 
get  him  to  Suakem,  and  fo  to  Jidda  to  his  country- 
men." To  which  Belal  replied,  "  The  king  will 
find  fome  way  when  he  thinks  farther  of  it." 

A  few  days  after  this,  Mr.  Bruce  had  a  meflage 

iwia  the  palace.     He  found  the  king  fitting 
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alone,  apparently  much  chagrined,  and  in  ill-hu- 
mour. He  alked  him,  in  a  very  peeviih  munner, 
if  he  was  not  yet  gone?  To  which  he  aufwcrcd. 
**  Your  majefiy  knows  that  it  is  impoHihle  for 
me  to  go  a  fiep  from  Sennaar,  without  aliilt  irite 
from  you."  He  again  alked  him,  in  the  Tame 
tone  as  before,  *'  how  he  could  think  of  coming 
that  way?"  He  faid,  nobody  imagined  in  Ahyfli- 
nia,  Uiit  that  he  wa»  able  to  give  a  firanger  fafe 
condutl  through  his  own  dominions.  He  made 
no  reply,  but  nodded  a  fign  for  him  to  depart, 
which  he  immediately  did,  anc'  fo  finillied  this 
ihort,  but  difagreeable  interview. 

About  four  o'clock  that  fame  afternoon,  Mr. 
Bruce  wjts  again  fent  for  to  the  palace,  when  the 
king  told  him,  that  feveral  of  his  wives  were  ill, 
and  defired  that  he  would  give  them  his  advice, 
which  he*promifed  to  do  without  difticulty,  as 
all  acquaintance  with  the  fair  fex  had  hitherto 
been  much  to  his  advantage.  He  was  admitted 
into  a  large  fquare  apartment,  very  ill-lighted,  in 
which  were  about  fifty  women,  all  perfectly 
black,  without  any  covering  but  a  very  narrow 
piece  of  cotton  rag  about  their  waills.  While  he 
was  mufing  whether  or  not  thefe  at!  might  be 
queens,  or  whether  there  was  any  queen  among 
them,  one  of  them  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 
led  him  rudely  enough  into  another  apartment. 
This  was  much  better  lighted  than  the  firfl. 
Upon  a  large  bench  or  fofa,  covered  with  blue 
Surat  cloth,  fat  three  perfons,  clothed  frouj  the 
head  to  the  feet  with  blue  cotton  Ibirts. 

One  of  thefe,  who  it  feertis  was  the  favourite, 
was  about  fix  feet  high,  and  corpulent  beyond 
all  proportion.  She  feemed  to  him,  next  to  the 
elephant  and  rhinoceros,  to  be  the  largeft  living 
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creature  lie  had  met  with.  Her  features  wer« 
perfectly  like  thore  of  a  negro ;  a  ring  of  gold 
pailed  through  her  under  lip;  and  weighed  it 
dowut  till«  like  a  flapi  it  covered  her  chin,  and 
left  her  teeth  bare,  which  were  very  fniall  and 
fine.  The  iniide  of  her  lip  Hie  had  made  black 
with  antimony.  Her  ears  reached  down  to  her 
ihoulders,  and  had  the  appearance  of  wings  j  Ihe 
had  i a  each  of  them  a  large  ring  of  golc/,  Come- 
what  fmaller  than  a  man'H  little  tinger,  and 
about  five  inches  diameter.  Tlie  weight  of  thefe 
had  4lrawn  down  the  hole  where  her  ear  was 
pierced,  fo  much  that  three  fingers  might  eafily 
pafs  above  the  ring.  She  had  a  gold  necklace, 
of  feveral  rows,  one  below  another,  to  which 
were  hung  row  ^  of  fequins  pierced.  She  had  on 
her  ankles  two  manacles  of  gold,  larger  than  any 
he  had  ever  feen  upon  the  feet  of  felons,  with 
which  he  could  not  conceive  it  was  pollibje  for 
her  to  walk  j  but  afterwards  he  found  Ihcy  were 
hollow.  The  others  were  drefled  pretiy  nmch 
in  the  fame  manner  j  only  there  was  one  that 
had  chains  which  came  from  her  ear*  to  the 
outlide  of  each  noftril,  where  they  were  faftened 
There  was  alfo  a  ring  put  through  the  griftle  of 
her  nofe,  and  which  hung  down  to  the  opening 
of  her  mouth.  It  had,  altogether,  fomething  of 
the  appearance  of  a  horfc's  bridle.  Upon  liis 
coming  near  them,  the  eldell  put  her  hand  to 
her  mouth  and  kiifed  it,  faying,  at  the  fame 
tim",  in  very  vulgar  Arabic,  "  Kiflialek  hownja  ?" 
How  do  you  do,  merchant?  Mr.  Bruce  never  in 
hi.s  life  was  more  pleafed  with  ditiant  falutations 
than  at  this  time.  He  auiwered,  **  Pcijcc  be 
among  you  1  I  am  a  phyfician,  and  not  a  mer- 
chant."   Mr.  Bruce  here  omiu  to   euuaierate 
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the  multitude  of  their  complaint?}  being  a  Indy's 
phylician,  he  conlidets  dil'cretion  and  lilence  aft 
bis  tirft  duties. 

No  horfe,  mule,  afn,  or  any  other  of  burthen, 
breed,  or  even  live,  at  Sennaar,  or  many  miles 
about  it.  Poultry  cannot  fubfift  there.  Neither 
dog  nor  cat,  llieep  nor  bullock,  can  be  preferred 
a  feafon  at  that  place.  They  muft  go  all,  every 
half  year,  to  the  fands.  Though  all  poflible  care 
be  taken  of  them,  they  die  in  every  place  where 
the  fat  earth  is  about  the  town  during  the  firft 
feafon  of  the  rains.  Two  greyhounds,  which 
Mr.  Bruce  brought  from  Atbara,  and  the  mules 
which  he  brought  from  Abyflinia,  lived  only  a 
few  weeks  after  he  arrived.  They  feemcd  to 
have  fome  inward  complaint,  for  nothing  appear- 
ed outwardly.  Several  kings  have  tried  to  keep 
lions,  but  no  care  could  prolong  tlieir  lives  beyond 
the  firft  rains.  Shekh  Adelan  had  two,  which 
were  in  great  health,  being  kept  with  his  horfes 
at  grafs  in  the  fands,  but  three  miles  from  Sen- 
naar.— Neither  rofe,  nor  any  fpecies  of  jeiTamine, 
grow  here ;  no  tree  but  the  lemon  flowers  near 
the  city,  that  ever  Mr.  Bruce  faw }  the  rofe  haA 
been  often  tried,  but  in  vain. 

Sennaar  is  in  latitude  13  deg.  34  min.  36  (ec, 
north,  and  in  longitude  33  deg.  30  min.  30  fee. 
caft  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.  It  is  on  the 
well  iide  of  the  Nile,  and  clofe  upon  the  banks 
of  it.  The  ground  whereon  it  ftands  rifes  juft 
enough  to  prevent  the  river  from  entering  the 
town,  even  in  the  height  of  the  inundation,  when 
it  comes  to  be  even  with  the  ftreet. 

The  country  around  Sennaar  is  exceedingly 
pleafant  in  the  end  of  Auguft  and  beginning  of 
September^  Mr.  Bruce  means  fo  far  as  the  eye  is 
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concerned:  indead  of  that  barren,  bare  waftc* 
which  it  appeared  on  their  arrival  in  May,  the 
com  now  fprung  up,  and  covering  the  ground* 
made  the  whole  of  this  immenfe  plain  appear  a 
level,  green  land,  interfperfed  with  great  lakes  of 
water,  and  oraamentcd  at  certain  intervals  with 
groups  of  villages,  the  conical  tops  of  the  houfes 
prefenting,  at  a  diftance,  the  appearance  of  fmall 
encampments.  Through  this  immenfe,  extenfive 
plain,  winds  the  Nile,  a  delightful  river  there, 
above  a  mile  broad,  full  to  the  very  brim,  but 
never  overflowing.  Every  where  on  thefe  banks 
are  feen  numerous  herds  of  the  'noft  beautiful 
cattle  of  various  kinds,  the  tribute  recently  ex- 
torted from  all  the  Arabs,  who,  freed  from  their 
vexations,  return  home  with  the  remainder  df 
their  flocks  in  peace,  at  as  great  a  diftance  from 
the  town,  country,  and  thfcir  oppreflbrs,  as  they 
poffibly  can. 

War  and  treafon  feem  to  be  the  only  employ- 
ment of  this  horrid  people,  whom  Heaven  has 
leparated,  by  almoft  impaffable  deferts,  from  tfic 
reft  of  mankind,  confining  them  to  an  accurfed 
fpot,  feemingly  to  give  them  earneft  in  time  of 
the  only  other  worfe  which  he  has  referved  to 
them  for  an  eternal  hereafter. 

The  drefs  of  Sennaar  is  very  fimple.  It  confifts 
of  a  long  ftiirt  of  blue  Surat  cloth,  called  Ma* 
rowty,  which  covers  them  from  the  lower  part  of 
the  neck  down  to  their  feet,  but  does  not  conceal 
the  neck  itfelf ;  and  this  is  the  only  difference 
between  the  men's  and  the  women's  drefs  ;  that 
of  the  women  covers  the  neck  altogether,  being 
buttoned  like  ours.  The  men  have  fometimes  a 
falb  tied  about  their  middle;  and  both  men  and 
women  go  bare-footed  in  the  houfe,  even  thof«  of 
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t|ie  better  fort  of  people.  Their  floors  arc  cover- 
ed witli  Ferlian  carpels,  efpecially  the  women's 
apartments.  In  fair  weather,  they  wear  fandals; 
and  without  doors  they  ufc  a  kind  of  woodea 
patten,  veiy  neatly  ornamented  with  ihells.  In 
ihe  greatett  heat,  at  noon,  they  order  buckets  of 
water  to  be  thrown  upon  them  inflead  of  bath- 
ing. Both  men  and  women  anoint  themfelves, 
at  leall  once  a  day,  with  camels  greafe  mixed 
with  civet,  which  they  imagine  foftens  their  ikin, 
and  preferves  them  from  cutaneous  eruptions,  of 
which  they  are  fo  fearful,  that  the  fmalleO:  pim- 
ple in  any  vifible  part  of  their  body  keeps  them 
in  the  houfe  till  it  difappears.  For  the  fame  rea- 
fon,  though  they  have  a  clean  fliirt  every  day, 
they  ufe  one  dipt  in  greafe  to  ileep  in,  as  they 
have  no  covering  but  this,  and  lie  upon  a  buirs 
bide  tanned,  and  very  much  foftened  by  this  coni- 
ftant  greafing,  and  at  the  fame  time  very  cool, 
thougii  it  occaiions  a  fmell  that  no.waihing  can 
free  them  from.  | 

The  poorer  fort  live  upon  miilet,  made  into 
bread  or  flour.  The  rich  make  a  pudding  of  this, 
toalting  the  flour  before  the  fire,  and  pouring 
milk  and  butter  into  it  j  befides  which,  they  eat 
beef,  partly  roafted  and  partly  raw.  Their  horn- 
ed cattle  are  the  largefl:  and  fatteft  in  the  world, 
and  are  exceedingly  fine  5  but  the  common  meat 
fold  in  the  market  is  camels  flelh.  The  liver  of 
the  animal,  and  the  fpare  rib,  are  always  eateil 
raw  through  the  whole  country.  Mr.  Bruce 
never  faw  oneinflance  where  it  was  drefled  with 
fire.  It  is  not  then  true,  that  eating  raw  flefh  id 
peculiar  to  Abyflinia  5  it  is  pra6tiled  in  this  iu; 
flancc  of  camels  flefti  in  all  the  black  countrids  to 
the  weflward.  Hogs  fleih  is  not  fold  in  the inar^ 
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ket  J  but  all  the  people  of  Sennaar  eat  it  publio 
\y :  men  in  office^  who  pretend  to  be  Mahomet- 
ans, eat  theirs  in  fecret. 

On  the  7th  of  Auguft,  Mr.  Bruce  was  inform- 
ed by  Hagi  Belal,  that  Shekh  Fidele  of  Teawa 
had  been  feveral  days  in  the  palace  with  the  king, 
and  had  informed  him  that  Mr.  Bruce  was  laden 
with  money,  belidesti  quantity  of  cloth  of  gold, 
the  richeft  he  had  ever  feen,  which  the  king  of 
Abyflinia  had  dcftined  as  a  prefent  to  him,  but 
which  our  traveller  had  perverted  to  his  own  ufe: 
He  added,  that  the  king  had  expreifed  himielf  in 
a  very  threatening  manner^  and  that  he  was  very 
much  afraid  he  was  not  in  fafety  if  Shekh  Adelan 
was  gone  from  Aira.  Upon  this,  Mr.  Bruce  de- 
fired  Hagi  Belal  to  go  to  the  palace,  and  obtain 
for  him  an  audience  of  the  king.  In  vain  he  re- 
prefented  to  our  traveller  the  rilk  he  ran  by  this 
meafure  j  he  perfifted  in  his  refolution  j  he  was 
tied  to  the  ftake.-  To  fly  was  impoflible,  and  he 
had  often  overcome  fuch  dangers  by  braving  them. 

Belal  went  then  unwillingly  t©  the  palace. 
Whether  he  delivered  the  meTfage  he  knows  not, 
but  he  returned  faying,  the  king  was  bufy  and 
could  not  be  feen.  Mr.  Bruce  had,  in  the  interim, 
lent  Soliman  to  the  Gindi,  or  Sed  el  Coom,  tell- 
ing him  his  difficulties,  and  the  news  he  had 
heard.  In  place  of  returning  an  anfwer,  he  came 
directly  to  him  himfelf,  and  was  fitting  with  hira 
when  Hagi  Belal  returned,  wh6  appeared  forae- 
what  dirconcerted  at  the  meeting.  Giudi  chid 
Hagi  Belal  very  (harply,  aiking  him  what  good 
all  that  tittle-tattle  did  either  him  or  Mr.  Bruce, 
and  iniinuated  pretty  plainly,  that  he  believed 
Hagi  Belal  did  this  in  concert  with  the  king,  to 
ei^tort  lome  prefcat  from  our  traveller.    After 
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fome  farther  conyerfation,  Gindi  took  his  leave, 
and  Mr.  Bruce  attended  him  down  Ihirs,  with 
manv  profeflions  of  gratitude ;  and  at  the  door 
he  (aid,  in  a  very  low  voice,  to  our  traveller, 
*'  Take  care  of  yon  Belal,  he  is  a  dog  worfe  than 
a  Chriftian." 

It  was  now  the  20th  j  and,  for  feveral  days, 
fince  Adelan's  departure,  no  provilions  were  fent 
to  Mr.  Bruce's  houfe,  as  before  was  ufual.  Money, 
therefore, became  abfolutely  necefl'ary,  not  only  for 
their  daily  fublillence,  but  for  camels  to  carry  their 
baggage,  provilions,  and  water  acrofs  the  defert. 
He  now  defpaired  abf<i)lutely  of  aiiiitance  of  any 
kind  from  the  king;  and  an  accident  that  hap- 
pened made  him  lay  all  thoughts  afide  of  ever 
troubling  him  more  upon  the  fubje6t.  There  are 
at  Mecca  a  number  of  black  eunuchs,  whofe 
fervices  are  dedicated  to  that  temple,  and  the  fe- 
pulchre  of  Medina.  Part  of  thefe,  from  time  to 
time,  procure  liberty  to  return  on  a  vifit  to  their 
refpedive  homes,  or  to  the  large  cities  where 
they  were  fold  from,  on  the  Nigre,  Bornou,  To- 
crur,  and  Tombufto,  where  they  beg  donations 
for  the  holy  places,  and  frequently  colIe6t  large 
fums  of  gold,  which  abounds  in  thefe  towns  and 
territories.  One  of  thefe,  called  Mahomet  To- 
wa(h,  which  fignifies  eunuch,  had  returned  from 
a  begging  voyage  in  Sudan,  or  Nigritia,  and  was 
at  Sennaar  exceedingly  ill  with  an  intermitting 
fever.  The  king  had  fent  for  Mr.  Bruce  to  vifit 
him,  and  the  bark  in  a  few  days  had  perfedtly 
recovered  him.  A  proportional  degree  of  grati- 
tude had,  in  return,  taken  place  in  the  bread  of 
Mahonriet,  who,  going  to  Cairo,  was  exceedingly 
Ideiirous  Of  taking  Mr.  Bruce  with  him,  and  this 
lefire  was  increafed^  when  he  heard  he  had  let- 
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ters  from  the  Ihcriffo  of  Mecca,  and  was  ac- 
quainted with  Metical  Aga>  who  was  his  imme* 
diate  mafter. 

Nothing  could  be  mcJre  fortiinate  than  this  ren- 
counter at  luch  a  time,  for  he  had  fpare  camels 
in  great  plenty,  and  the  Arabs,  as  he  pafled  them> 
continued  giving  him  more,  and  fupported  him 
with  provi lions  wherever  he  went ;  for  thefe  peo- 
ple, being  accounted  facred,  and  regarded  with  a 
certain  religious  awe,  as  being  in  the  immediate 
fervice  of  their  prophet,  till  now  ufed  to  pafs  in- 
violate wherever  they  were  going,  however  un- 
fettled  the  times,  or  however  ilendcrly  attended. 

Every  thing  was  now  ready,  Mr.  Bruce's  inftru- 
inents  and  baggage  packed  up,  and  the  25th  of 
Auguft  fixed  when  they  fhould  begin  their  jour- 
ney to  Atbara.  Mahomel,  who  palTed  a  great 
part  of  his  time  at  Mr.  Bruce's  houfe,  had  not 
been  feen  by  them  for  feveral  days,  which  they 
did  not  think  extraordinary,  being  bufy  them- 
felves,  and  knowing  that  his  trade  demanded 
continual  attendance  on  the  great  people;  but 
they  were  exceedingly  furprifed  at  hearing  from 
his  black,  Soliman,  that  he  end  all  his  equipage 
had  fet  out  the  night  of  the  20th  for  Atbara. 
This  they  found  afterwards  was  at  the  earneft 
perfualion  of  the  king,  and  was  at  that  time  a 
heavy  difappointment  to  Mr.  Bruce,  however  for- 
tunate it  turned  out  afterwards. 

The  night  of  the  25th,  which  was  to  have  bfeen 
that  of  their  departure,  Mr.  Bruc^  fat  late  in  his 
room  up  ftairs,  in  the  back,  or  moft  private  part 
of  their  houfe.  His  little  company  was  holding 
with  hica  a  moft  melancholy  council  on  what  had 
{o  recently  happened,  and,  in  general,  upon  the 
unpromifiog  fac9  of  thcii:  a^airs.    Their  fmgle 
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lamp  vfM  burning  very  low,  and  itiggeded  to 
them  that  it  was  the  hour  of  deep,  to  which, 
however,  none  of  tbeiVi  were  very  much  inclined. 
Georgis,  a  Greek,  who,  on  account  of  the  forcnel'i 
of  his  eyes,  had  (laid  below  In  the  dark,  and  had 
fallen  aileep,  came  running  up  llnirs  in  a  great 
fright,  and  told  them»  he  had  been  awakened  by 
the  noife  of  men  endeavouring  to  force  open  the 
door  J  that  he  hearkened  a  little,  and  found  there 
were  many  of  them.  Their  arms  were  all  ready,  and 
they  fnatched  them  up  and  ran  towards  the  door  j 
but  Mr.  Bruce  ftopt,  and  planted  them  upon  tl.e 
lirft  landing-place  in  the  ilaircafe,  as  he  wiihed 
not  to  fire  till  the  enemy  was  fairly  in  the  houfe, 
that  no  excufe  might  remain  for  this  their  viola- 
tion of  hofpitality.    By  this  time,  the  raTailants 
bad  forced  the  outer  gate,  and  we^e  then  in  the 
todge,  endeavouring  to  do  the  fame  by  the  inner, 
having  put  a  handfpike  under  it  to  lift  it  up  from 
the  binges.    *'  Are  you  not  madmen,  faid  Mr. 
Bruce,  and  weary  of  your  lives,  to  attempt  to 
force  Adelan's  houfe,  when  there  are  within  it 
men,  abundantly  provided  with  large  firearms, 
that,  upon  one  difcharge  through  t'^e  door,  will 
lay  yon  all  dead  where  you  nowftandjr"  "Stand  by 
from  the  door,  cries  Ilmael,  and  Jet  me  lire.  Thefe 
black  Kafrs  don't  yet  know  what  my  blunderbufs 
is."    They  had  been  filent  from  the  time  Mr. 
Bruce  had  fpoken,  and  had  withdrawn  the  hand- 
fpike from  under  the  door.     ••  UUah  !  X'llah  ! 
cries  one  of  them  foftly,  how  found  you  deep  I 
we  have  been  endeavouring  to  awaken  you  this 
hour.    The  king  is  ill  j  tell  Yagoube  to  come  to 
the  palace,  and  open  the  door  iuftantly."     '*  Tell 
the  king,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  to  drink  warm  water, 
and  I  will  fee  him  in  the  morning."  At  this  time 
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one  of  Mr.  Briice's  fervants  fired  a  piftol  in  the 
air  out  of  an  upper  window,  upon  which  they  all 
ran  off.  They  leemcd  to  be  about  ten  or  twelve 
in  number,  and  left  three  handfpikes  behind 
them.  The  noife  of  the  piftol  brought  the  guard, 
or  patrole,  in  about  half  an  hour,  who  carried  in- 
telligence to  the  Sid  el  Coom,  our  traveller's 
friend,  by  whom  he  was  informed,  in  the  morn- 
ingj  that  he  had  found  them  all  out,  and  put 
them  in  irons;  that  Mahomet,  the  king's  fervant, 
who  met  them  at  Teawa,  was  one  of  them  j  and 
that  there  was  no  potTibility  now  of  concealing 
this  from  Adelan,  who  would  order  iiim  to  be 
impaled. 

Things  were  now  come  to  fuch  il  crifis,  that 
Mr.  Bruce  was  determined  to  leave  his  infiru- 
ments  and  papers  with  Kittoii,  Adelan's  brother, 
or  with  the  Sid  el  Coom,  while  he  went  to  Shad- 
dly  to  fee  Adelan.  But  firft  he  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  apply  to  Hagi  Belal,  to  try  what  funds 
they  could  raife  to  provide  the  neceHaries  for 
their  journey.  Mr.  Bruce  (hewed  him  the  letter 
of  Ibrahim,  the  Englilh  broker  of  Jidda,  of  which 
before  he  had  received  a  copy  and  repeated  advices, 
and  told  him  he  Ihould  want  two  hundred  fequins 
at  lead,  for  his  camels  and  provifions,  as  well  as 
for  fome  prefents  that  he  fliould  have  occalion  for, 
to  make  his  way  to  the  great  men  in  Afbara. 
Never  was  furprife  better  counterfeited  than  by 
this  man.  He  held  up  his  hands  in  the  utmoft 
aftonifliment,  repeating,  two  hundred  fequins ! 
over  twenty  times,  and  alked  Mr.  Bruce  if  he 
thought  money  grew  upon  the  trees  at  Sennaar  j 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  ditficulty  he  could 
fpare  him  twenty  dollars,  part  of  which  he  muft 
borrow  from  a  friend, 
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This  was  a  ftrokc  that  feemcd  to  infurc  Mr. 
Bruce*H  de(lru6tion,  no  other  rclources  being  now 
left.  They  were  already  indebted  to  llagi  IkUil 
twenty  dollars  for  provifion ;  they  had  \\\vn 
mouths  to  feed  dai'.y;  and  as  they  had  neitlicr 
meat,  money,  nor  credit,  to  continue  at  Sennaar 
was  impoflible.  They  had  feen,  a  few  nights  be- 
fore, that  no  houfe  could  protc£t  them  there j  and 
to  leave  Sennaar  was,  in  their  Situation,  as  inif 
polfiblc  as  to  flay  there.  They  had  neither  cwmeU 
to  carry  their  provi lions  and  baggage,  nor  ikins 
for  their  water;  nor,  indeed,  any  provifiuns  to 
carrvi  nor  money  to  fupply  them  with  any  of 
thefe,  nor  knew  any  perfon  that  could  give  them 
aliiltance  nearer  than  Cairo,  from  which  they 
were  then  diftant  about  feventeen  degrees  of  the 
meridian, or  above  one  thoufand  miles  in  a  ilraight 
line;  great  part  of  which  vi'as  through  the  niort 
barren,  inhofpitable  dcferts  in  the  world,  dclli- 
tute  of  all  vegetation,  and  of  every  animal  that 
had  the  breath  of  life.  Hagi  Belal  was  inflexible  j 
he  began  now  to  be.  weary  of  our  travellers,  to 
fee  them  but  feldom,  and  there  was  great  appear- 
ance of  his  foon  withdrawing  himfelf  entirely. 

Mr.  Brace's  fervants  began  to  murmur :  fomo 
of  them  had  known  of  his  gold  chain  from  the 
beginning,  and  thefe,  in  the  common  danger, 
imparted  what  they  knew  to  the  rell.  In  Ihort, 
he  refolved,  though  very  unwillingly,  not  to  fa- 
crifice  his  own  life,  and  that  of  his  fervants,  and 
the  finifliing  his  travels,  now  fo  far  advanced,  to 
childi(h  vanity.  He  determined,  therefore,  to 
abandon  his  gold  chain,  the  honourable  recom- 
pence  of  a  day  fulfof  fatigue  and  danger.  Whom 
to  intruft  it  to  was  the  next  confideration ;  and> 
upon  mature  deliberation,  he  found  it  could  be? 
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to  nobady  but  Hagi  Helal,  bad  as  he  had  reafon 
to  think  he  was.  However,  to  put  a  check  upon 
him,  he  lent  for  the  Sid  el  Coorn,  in  whofe  pre- 
lencc  he  repeated  hi<i  accufation  againft  Belal  j 
he  read  the  feraff's  letter  in  his  favour,  and  the 
fcveral  letters  that  13e)al  had  written  him  whilft 
lie  was  at  Gondar,  declaring  his  acceptance  of 
the  order  to  furnilh  him  with  money  when  he 
jhould  arrive  at  Sennaarj.  and  he  upbraided  him 
in  the  (Irongell  terms  with  duplicity  and  breach 
of  faith. 

But  all  that  he  could  fay  was  very  far  ihort  of 
the  violent  expollulation  from  the  Gindi  that  im- 
mediately followed.  He  gave  Hagi  Belal  many 
not  obfcure  hints,  that  he  looked  upon  this  inju- 
ry as  done  to  himfelf,  and  would  repay  him  j  that 
though  he  had  done  this  to  pleafe  the  king,  the 
tune  mi  gilt  not  be  far  otf  when  that  favour  would 
be  of  very  little  ufe  to  himj  on  the  contrary, 
might  be  a  reafon  for  ilripping  him  of  all  he  had 
in  the  world."  The  force  of  thefe  arguments 
feerned  to  ftrike  Hagi  Belal's  imagination  very 
powerfully.  He  even  offered  to  advance  fifty  fe- 
quins,  and  to  fee  if  he  could  raife  any  more 
among  his  friends.  The  Gindi,  a  rare  indance 
in  that  country,  oiFered  to  lend  him  fifty.  But 
the*  dye  was  now  caft,  the  chain  had  been  produc- 
ed and  feen,  and  it  was  become  exceedingly  dan- 
gerous to  carry  fuch  a  quantity 'of  gold  in  any 
Siape  alouir  with  him.  He  therefore  confehted 
to  tell  it  .to  Hali  Belal  in  the  prefence  of  the  Gin- 
di, and  they  immediately  fet  about  the  purchafe 
of  neoelTaries,  with  thls.provifo,  that  if  Adelan, 
upon  ^Mr.  Bruce's  going  to  Shaddly,  did  furnifh 
him  with  ci^mels  and  neccirariei^,  fo  much  of  the 
(haiu  ihould  be  rciuined. 
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It  was  the  5th  of  September,  that  they  were  all 
prepared  to  leave  this  capital  of  Nubia,  an  inhof<* 
pitable  country  from  the  beginning,  and  which, 
every  day  they  continued  in  it,  had  engaged  them 
in  greater  difHculties  and  dangers.  They  flatter- 
ed themftlves,  that,  once  dilengaged  from  this 
bad  Itep,  the  grcatcfl  part  of  their  futferings  was 
over;  for  they  had  apprehended  nothing  but 
from  men,  and,  with  very  great  reafon,  thought 
they  had  feen  the  worft  of  them. . 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  Bruce  received  a  mefTago 
from  the  king  to  come  diredly  to  the  palace. 
He  accordingly  obeyed,  taking  two  fervantd 
along  with  him,  and  found  him  fitting  in  a  little, 
low  chamber,  very  neatly  fitted  up  with  chintz, 
or  printed  calico  curtains,  of  a  very  gay  and 
glaring  pattern.  He  was  fmoking  with  a  very 
long  Perfian  pipe  through  water,  was  alone,  and 
ieemed  rather  grave  than  in  ill-humour.  He 
gave  Mr.  Bruce  his  hand  to  kifs  as  ufual,  and  af- 
ter pauling  a  moment  without  fpeaking,  a  flave 
brought  him  a  little  dool,  and  fet  it  down  jud 
oppoTite  to  him  j  upon  which  he  faid,  in  a  low 
voice,  lb  that  Mr.  Bruce  could  fcarcely  hear  him, 
"  Fudda,  fit  down,"  pointing  to  the  ftool.  He 
fat  dowp  accordingly.  You  are  going,  I  hear, 
fays  he,  to  Adelan.  Our  traveller  anfwered, 
"  Yes."  "  Did  he  fend  for  you  ?"  He  faid,  "  No  j 
but  as  he  wanted  to  return  to  Egypt,  he  expe6ted 
letters  from  him  in  anfvver  to  thofe  he  brought 
from  Cairo."  Kmg.  "  You  are  not  fo  gay  as 
when  you  firft  arrived  here."  Mr.  Bruce,  '*  I  have 
had  no  very  great  reafon.'*"  Their  converfation 
was  now  taking  a  very  "laconic  and  ferious  turn, 
but  he  did  not  feem  to  underfland  the  meaning 
of  what  he  faid  laft."    K,  '<  Adelan  has  fent  for 
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you  by  my  defire ;  Wed  Abroff  and  all  the  Jehai- 
na  Arabs  have  rebelled,  and  will  pay  no  tribute. 
They  fay  you  have  a  quantity  of  powerful  fire- 
arms with  you  that  will  kill  twenty  or  thirty 
men  at  a  fliot."  Mr.  B7'uce,  "  Say  fifty  or  fixty, 
if  it  hits  them."  K.  "  He  is  therefore  to  employ 
you  with  your  guns  to  punifii  thofe  Arabs,  and 
fpoil  them  of  their  camels,  part  of  which  he  will 
give  to  you."  Mr.  Bruce  prefently  underftood 
what  he  meant,  and  only  anfwered,  "  I  am  a 
flranger  here,  and  defire  to  hurt  no  man.  My 
arms  are  for  my  own  defence  againft  robbery  and 
violence."  At  this  infant  the  Turk,  Hngi  Ilh- 
mael,  cried  from  without  the  door,  in  broken 
Arabic,  *'  Why  did  not  you  tell  thofe  black  Kafrs, 
you  fent  to  rob  and  murder  us  the  other  night,  to 
Hay  a  little  longer,  and  you  would  have  been  bet- 
ter able  to  judge  what  our  firearms  can  do,  with- 
out fending  for  us  either  to  AbrofF  or  Adelan. 
By  the  head  of  the  prophet !  let  them  come  in  the 
day  time,  and  I  will  fight  ten  of  the  beft  you  have 
in  Sennaar."  K,  "  The  man  is  mad,  but  he 
brings  me  to  fpeak  of  what  was  in  my  head  when 
I  defired  to  fee  you.  Adelan  has  been  informed 
that  Mahomet,  my  fervant,  who  brought  you 
from  Teawa,  has  been  guilty  of  a  drunken  frolic 
at  the  door  of  his  houfe,  and  has  fent  foldiers  to 
take  him  to-day,  with  two  or  three  others  of  his 
companions."  Mr,  Bruce.  **  I  know  nothing  about 
Mahomet,  nor  do  I  drink  with  him,  or  give  him 
drink.  About  half  a  fcore  of  people  broke  into 
Adelan's  houfe  in  the  night,  with  a  view  to  rob 
and  murder  us,  but  I  was  not  at  the  pains  to  fire 
at  fach  wretches  as  thefe.  Two  or  three  fervants 
with  fticks  were  all  that  were  needful.  I  under- 
ftand,  indeed,  that  ShekU  Adelan  is  exceedingly 
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difplcafcd  that  I  did  not  fire  at  them,  and  has 
lent  to  the  Gindi,  orderirfg  him  to  deliver  two  of 
them  to  him  to-morrow  to  be  executed  publicly 
before  the  door  of  his  houfe  on  the  market-day. 
But  this,  you  know,  is  among  yourfclves.     I  am 
very  well  pleafed  none  of  them  are  dead,  as  they' 
might  have  been,  by  my  hands  or  thofe  of  my 
people."    K,  "  True }  but  Adelan  is  not  king, 
and  I  charge  you  when  you  fee  him  to  alk  for 
Mahomet's  life,  or  n  confiderable  deal  of  blame 
will  fall  upon  you.     When  you  return  back,  I 
will  fend  him  to  condu6t  you  to  the  frontiers  of 
Egypt."    Upon  this  Mr.  Bruce  bowed,  and  took 
his  leave.     He  went  home  perfe6tly  determined 
what  he  was  to  do.     He  had  now  obtained  from 
the  king  an  involuntary  fafeguard  till  he  Ihould 
arrive  at  Adelan's  j  that  is,  he  was  fare  that,  in 
hopes  Mr.  Bruce  might  procure  a  reprieve  for 
Mahomet,  no  trap  would  be  laid  fqr  him  on  the 
road.     He  determined  therefore  to  make  the  heft 
ufe  of  his  time  J  and  every  thing  being  ready, 
they  loaded  the  camels,  and  fent  them  forward 
that  night  to  a  fmall  village  called  Soliman,  three 
or  four  miles  from  Sennaar ;  and  having  fettled 
his  accounts  with  Hagi  Belal,  he  received  back 
fix:  links,  the  miferable  remains  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four,  of  which  his  noble  chain  once 
conlifted. 

This  traitor  kept  Jiim  the  few  latl  minutes  to* 
write  a  letter  to  the  Englilh  at  Jidda,  to  recom- 
mend him  for  the  fervice  he  had  done  Mr.  Bruce 
at  Sennaar  J  and  this  he  complied  with,  that  he 
might  inform  the  broker  Ibrahim  that  he  had  re- 
ceived no  money  from  his  correlpondent,  and 
give  him  a  caution  never  again  to  truft  Hagi  Be- 
lal in  iimilar  circumllanccs. 

After 
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After  leaving  Sennaar,  Mr.  Bruce  was  overtaken 
on  the  road  by  a  black  (lave,  who  at  firit  gave 
him  fome  apprehciiiion,  as  he  was  alone  uith  on- 
ly one  Barbarian*  a  Nubian  fervant,  by  the  fide 
qf  his  camel,  and  wa»  going  flowly.  Upon  en- 
quiry, he  found  him  to  be  font  from  Hagi  Eelal, 
with  a  baiket  containing  fome  green  tea  and  fu- 
gar,  and  four  bottles  of  rack,  in  return  for  his 
letter.  He  fent  back  the  nitilfcnger,  and  gave  the 
care  of  the  balkct  to  hi,>  own  fervant  •,  and,  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  5tli  of  Septem- 
ber, they  all  met  together  joyfully  at  Soliman. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  they  left  the  village 
of  Soliman,  and  about  three  o'clock  in  the  after^ 
noon  came  to  Wed  el  Tumbel,  tluee  villages  li- 
tuated  upon  a  pool  of  water,  nearly  in  a  line  from 
north  to  fouth. 

On  the  4th  of  Odtober,  after  meeting  with  va- 
rious adventures  in  the  courfe  of  their  journey, 
but  none  of  them  of  any  material  confequence, 
they  arrived  at  Cbendi,  or  Chundi,  which  is  a 
large  village,  the  capital  of  its  dillri6t,  the  go- 
vernment of  which  belongs  to  Sittina,  as  Ibe  is 
called,  which  Signifies  the  miftrefs,  or  the  lady, 
ihe  being  filler  to  Wed  Ageb,  the  principal  of  the 
Arabs  in  this  country.  She  had  been  married,  but 
her  hulband  was  dead.  She  had  one  fon,  Idris  Wed 
el  Faal,  who  was  to  fucceed  to  the  government  of 
Chendi  upon  his  mother's  death,  and  who,  in 
effect,  governed  all  atiairs  of  his  kindred  already* 
Chendi  has  in  it  about  250  houfes,  which  ar^ 
not  all  built  contiguous,  fome  of  the  beft  being  fe- 
'  parate^and  that  of  SittinaN*  is  half  a  mile  from  the 
town.    There  are  two  or  three  tolerable  houfes, 
but  the  rclt  of  them  are  milerable  hovels,  built  of 
clay  and  reeds.     Sittina  gave  Mr.  i3ruce  one  of 
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thefe  houfes,  which  he  ufed  for  keeping  his  in  - 
ilrumfcnts  and  baggage  frona  being  pilfered  or 
broken  -,  he  flept  abroad  in  the  tent,  and  it  was 
even  there  hot  enough.  The  women  of  Chendi 
are  edeemed  the  mod  beautiful  in  Atbara,  and 
the  men  the  greateft  cowards.  This  is  the  cha- 
rafter  they  bear  among  their  countrymen  j  but 
they  had  little  opportunity  of  verifying  either.  ' 
On  their  arrival  at  Chendi  they  found  the  peo- 
ple very  much  alarmed  at  a  phenomenon,  which, 
though  it  often  happens,  by  fome  ftrange  inad« 
vertency  had  never  been  obfervcd,  even  in  this 
ferene  Iky.  The  planet  Venus  appeared  ihining 
with  undiminifhed  light  all  day,  in  defiance  of 
the  brighteft  fun,  from  which  fhe  was  but  little 
diftant.  Though  this  phenomenon  be  vifible 
every  four  years,  it  filled  all  the  people,  both  in 
town  and  country,  with  alarm.  They  flocked  to 
Mr.  Bruce  in  crowds  from  all  quarters  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  what  it  meant,  and,  when  they  faw  his  te** 
Icfcopes  and  quadrant,  they  could  not  be  pcr- 
fuaded  but  that  the  ftar  had  become  vifible  by 
fome  correfpondence  and  intelligence  with  him, 
and  for  his  ufe.  The  bulk  of  the  people  in  all 
countries  is  the  fame  j  they  never  fortel  any  things 
but  evil.  The  very  regular  and  natural  appear- 
ance of  this  planet  was  immediately  converted, 
therefore,  into  a  fign  that  there  would  be  a  bad 
harveft  next  year,  and  fcanty  rains  j  that  Aboa 
Kalec  with  an  army  would  depofe  the  king,  and 
over-run  all  Atbara  j  whilft  fome  threatened  Mr. 
Bruce  as  a  principal  operator  in  bringing  about 
thefe  difaftcrs.  On  the  other  hand,  without  feem- 
ing  over-folicitous  about  his  vindication,  he  infi« 
nuated  among  the  better  fort,  that  this  was  a  luc- 
ky and  favourable  fign^  a  harbinger  of  good  for- 
tune. 
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tune,  plenty,  and  peace.  The  clamour  upon  thU 
fublided  very  much  to  his  advantage,  the  rather, 
beqaufe  Sittina  and  her  Ion  Idris  knew  certainly 
Mahomet  Abou  Kalec  was  not  to  be  in  Atbara 
that  year. 

On  the  12th.  of  Odober,  Mr.  Bruce  waited  up- 
on Sittina,  who  received  him  behind  a  fcreen,  lb 
that  it  was  impoflfible  either  to  fee  her  figure  or 
face }  he  obferved,  however,  that  there  were 
apertures  lb  managed  in  the  fcreen  that  flie  had 
a  perf'e6t  view  of  him.  She  expreffed  herfelf 
•with  great  politenefs,  talked  much  upon  the  terms 
in  which  Adelan  was  with  the  king,  and  wonder- 
ed exceedingly  how  a  white  man  like  him  fliould 
venture  fo  far  in  fuch  an  ill-governed  country. 
«*  Allow  me.  Madam,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  to  com- 
plain of  a  breach  of  hofpitality  in  you,  which  no 
Arab  has  been  yet  guilty  towards  me."  "  I !  faid 
ilxe,  that  would  be  ftrange  indeed,  to  a  man  that 
bears  my  brother's  letter.  How  can  that  be  !'* 
*'  Why,  you  tell  me.  Madam,  that  I  am  a  white 
man,  by  which  I  know  that  you  fee  me,  without 
giving  me  the  like  advantage.  The  queens  of  Sen- 
naar  did  not  ufe  me  fo  hardly  j  I  had  a  full  fight 
of  them  without  having  ufed  any  importunity." 
On  this  ilie  broke  out  into  a  great  fit  of  laughter  ; 
then  fell  into  a  converfation  about  medicines  to 
make  her  hair  grow,  or  rather  to  hinder  it  from 
falling  off.  She  denred  Mr.  Bruce  to  come  to 
her  the  next  day  j  that  her  fon  Idris  would  be 
then  at  home  from  the  Howat,  and  that  he  very 
much  wiihed  to  fee  him.  She  that  day  fent  them 
plenty  of  pro vifions  from  her  own  table. 
.  On  the  13th,  it  was  fo  exceflively  hot  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  fuft'er  the  burning  fun.  The 
poifonous  Simoom  blew  likewife  as  if  it  came 
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from  an  oven.  Their  eyes  were  dim,  their  lips 
cracked,  their  knees  tottering,  their  throats 
pcrfe^cly  dry,  and  no  relief  was  found  from  drink- 
ing an  immoderate  quantity  of  water.  The  peo- 
ple advifed  Mr.  Bruce  to  dip  a  fponge  in  vinegar 
and  water,  and  hold  it  before  his  mouth  and  fioie, 
and  this  greatly  relieved  him.  In  the  evening  he 
went  to  Sittina.  Upon  entering  the  houfe,  a 
black  ilave  laid  hold  of  him  by  the  hand,  and 
placed  him  in  a  paflage,  at  the  end  of  which 
were  two  oppofite  doors.  Mr.  Bruce  did  not 
well  know  the  reafon  of  this  j  but  ftaid  only  a 
few  minutes,  when  he  heard  one  of  the  doors  at 
the  end  of  the  paffage  open,  and  Sittina  appeared 
magnificently  dreffed,  with  a  kind  of  round 
cap  of  folid  gold  upon  the  crown  of  her  head, 
all  beat  very  thin,  and  hung  round  with  fequins ; 
with  a  variety  of  gold  chains,  folitaires,  and 
necklaces  of  [the  fame  metal,  about  her  neck. 
Her  hair  was  plaited  in  ten  or  twelve  fmall 
divifions  like  tails,  which  hung  down  below  her 
waift,  and  over  her  was  thrown  a  common  cot- 
ton white  garment.  She  had  a  purple  filk  (lole, 
or  fcarf,  hung  very  gracefully  upon  her  back, 
brought  again  round  her  waift,  without  covering 
her  Ihoulders  or  arms.  Upon  her  wrifts  (he  had 
two  bracelets  like  handcufis,  about  half  an  inch 
thick,  and  two  gold  manacles  of  the  fame  at  her 
feet,  fully  an  inch  diameter,  the  moft  difagree- 
able  and  awkward  part  of  her  drefs.  Mr.  Bruce 
expeded  ihe  would  have  hurried  through  with 
fome  affedation  of  furprife.  On  the  contrary, 
ihe  ftopt  in  the  middle  of  the  paffage;  faying,  in 
a  very  grave  manner,'  *'  Kifhalec — how  are  you?" 
[Mr.  Bruce  thought  this  was  an  opportunity  of 
jkifling  her  hand,  which  he  did  without  her  (hew- 
ing any  fort  of  rclu^nce.  "  Allow  me,  as  a  phy- 
Voi,  XIV.  C  c  iician. 
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lician.  Madam,  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  to  fay  one  word." 
She  bowed  with  her  head,  and  faid  "  Go  in  at 
that  door,  and  I  will  hear  you."  The  Have  ap- 
peared, and  carried  him  through  a  door  at  tho 
bottom  of  the  paiTage  into  a  room,  while  her  mif- 
trefs  vaniihed  in  at  another  door  at  the  top,  and 
there  was  the  fcreen  he  had  feen  the  day  before, 
and  the  lady  fitting  behind  it. 

She  w,as  a  woman  fcarcely  forty,  taller  than 
the  middle  fize,  had  a  very  round  plump  face, 
her  mouth  rather  large,  very  red  lips,  the  finefl 
teeth  and  eyes  he  had  feen,  but  at  the  top  of 
her  nofe,  and  between  her  eye- brows,  llie  had  a 
fmall  fpeck  made  of  cohol,  or  antimony,  four-cor- 
nered, and  of  the  (ize  of  the  fmalleft  patches  our 
women  ufed  to  wear  j  another  rather  longer  up- 
on the  top  of  her  nofe,  and  one  on  the  middle  of 
her  chin. 

The  following  lively  dialogue  immediately  took 
place  between  her  and  our  traveller.     Siftma, 
«*  Tell  me  what  you  would  fay  to  me  as  a  phyfi- 
cian."  Mr,  Bruce.  *'It  is.  Madam,  in  confequence 
of  your-difcourfe  yefterday.   That  heavy  gold  cap, 
with  which  you  prefs  your  hair,  will  certainly  be 
the  caufe  of  a  great  part  of  it  falling  off"    Siu, 
'*  I  believe  fo;  but  I  fliould  catch  cold,  lam  {o 
accuftomed  to  it,  if  I  was  to  leave  it  off.    Ate 
you  a  man  of  name  and  family  in  your  own  coun- 
try?"    Mr.  Bruce.    «'  Of  both,   Madam."     Siu.l 
•*  Are  the  women  handfome  there?"  Mr,Bruce»\ 
*'  The  handfomeil  in  the  world.  Madam;  but 
they  are  fo  good,  and  fo  excellent  in  all  other  re-l 
fpe6ts,  that  nobody  thinks  at  all  of  their  beauty,! 
nor  do  they  value  themfelves  upon  it."  Siif,  **  Andl 
do  they  allow  you  to  kifs  their  hands?"    Mr\ 
hruce.  **  I  underftand  you.  Madam,  though  yoi 
have  raiilaken  me.    There  is  no  fomiliarity  in| 
.f ;     .  kiflini 
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kifling  hands,  it  is  a  mark  of  homage  and  diftant 
refpeS  paid  in  my  country  to  our  fovereigns,  and 
to  none  earthly  befides." 

Sitt,  "  O  yes  !  but  the  kings."  Mr.  Brttce,  "  Yes, 
and  the  queens  too,  always  on  the  knee,  Madam ; 
I  faid  our  fovereigns,  meaning  both  king  and 
queen.  On  her  part  it  is  a  mark  of  gracious  con- 
defceniion,  in  favour  of  rank,  merit,  and  honour- 
able behaviour  j  it  is  a  reward  for  dangerous  and 
difficult  fervices  above  all  other  compenfation.'* 
Sitt.  *'  But  do  you  know  that  no  man  ever  kifled 
my  hand  but  you?"  Mr.  Bruce.  *'  It  is  impofli- 
ble  I  ihould  know  that,  nor  is  it  material.  Of 
this  I  am  confident,  it  was  meant  refpe^lfully, 
cannot  hurt  you,  and  ought  not  offend  you  ?"  Sitt. 
**  It  certainly  has  done  neither,  but  I  wifli  very 
much  Idris  my  fon  would  come  and  fee  you,  as  it 
is  on  his  account  I  dreffed  myfelf  to-day."  Mr. 
Bruce,  **  I  hope.  Madam,  whe'h  I  do  (te  him,  he 
will  think  of  fome  way  of  forwarding  me  fafely  to 
Barbar,  in  my  way  to  Egypt/'  Sitt.  "  Safely !  God 
forgive  you!  you  are  throwing  yourfelf  away  wan- 
tonly. Idris  himfelf,  king  of  this  country,  dares  not 
undertake  fuch  a  journey.  But  why  did  not  you 
go  along  with  Mahomet  Towafli  ?  He  fet  out 
only  a  few  days  ago  for  Cairo,  the  fame  way  you 
are  going,  and  has,  I  believe,  taken  all  the  Hy- 
beers  with  him.  Go  call  the  porter,"  faid  flie  to 
her  (lave.  When  the  porter  came,  "  Do  you 
know  if  Mahomet  Towafti  is  gone  to  Egypt  ?" 
"  I  know  he  is  gone  to  Barbar,  fays  the  porter, 
the  two  Mahomets,  and  Abd  el  Jelleel,  the  Biflia- 
reen,  are  with  him."  "  Why  did  he  take  all  the 
Hybeers  ?"  faid  Sittina.  **  The  men  were  tired 
and  difcouraged,  anfwered  the  porter,  by  their 
late  ill-ufage  from  the  Cubbabeefh,  and,  being 
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flripped  of  every  thing,  they  wanted  to  be  at 
home."  Sitt.  "  Somebody  elfe  will  offer,  but  you 
muft  not  go  without  a  good  man  with  you  j  I 
will  not  fuffer  you.  Thefe  Biihareen  are  people 
known  here,  and  may  be  trufted  j  but  while  you 
ftay,  let  me  fee  you  every  day ;  and  if  you  want 
any  thing,  fend  by  a  fcrvant  of  mine.  It  is  a  tax, 
I  know  improperly  laid  upon  a  man  like  you,  to 
alk  for  every  neceffary,  but  Idris  will  be  here,  and 
and  he  will  provide  you  better."  He  went  away 
upon  this  converfation,  and  foon  found,  that  Ma- 
homet Towafli  had  fo  well  followed  the  dire6lion 
of  the  Mek  of  Sennaar,  as  to  take  all  the  Hybcers, 
or  guides  of  note  with  him,  onpurpofe  todifap- 
point  Mr.  Bruce. 

Chendi  is  in  lat.  l6  deg.  38  mln.  35  fee.  north, 
and  33  deg.  24  min.  45  fee.  ealt  of  the  meridian 
of  Greenwich. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  in  the  evening  they 
left  Chendi,  and  refted  two  miles  from  the  town  ; 
and,  on  the  pth  of  November,  having  received  all 
the  alfurances  poflible  from  Idris,  the  ^uide 
whom  Mr.  Bruce  had  engaged  at  Chendi,  that  he 
would  live  and  die  with  them,  after  having  re- 
peated the  prayer  of  peace,  they  put  on  the  beft 
countenunce  poifible,  and  committed  themfelves 
to  the  defert.  There  were  Ifhmael  the  Turk,  two 
Greek  fcrvants  befides  Georgis,  who  was  almod 
blind  and  lifelefs.  Two  Barbarians,  who  took  care 
'  of  the  camels,  Idris,  and  a  young  man,  a  relation 
of  his,  who  joined  him  at  Barbar,  to  return  home ; 
in  all  nine  perfons,  eight  only  of  whom  were  ef- 
~  fc^ive.  They  were  all  well-armed  with  bliin- 
derbufles,  fwords,  piliols,  and  double-barrelled 
guns,  except  Idris  and  his  lad,  who  bad  lances, 
the  only  arms  they  could  ufe, 
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On  the  14th,  they  were  at  once  furprlfed  and 
terrified  by  a  fight  furely  one  of  the  molt  magni- 
ficent in  the  world.  In  that  vaft  expanfe  of  de- 
fert,  from  weft  and  to  north-weft  of  them,  they 
faw  a  number  of  prodigious  pillars  of  fand  at  dif- 
ferent diftances,  at  times  moving  with  great  celc- 
rity^  at  others  ftalking  on  with  a  majeilic  flow- 
nefs  J  at  intervals  they  thought  they  were  coming 
in  a  very  few  minutes  to  overwhelm  them  j  and 
fmall  quantities  of  fand  did  a6tually  more  than 
once  reach  them.  Again  they  would  retreat  fo 
as  to  be  almoft  out  of  fight,  their  tops  reaching  to 
the  very  clouds.  There  «the  tops  often  feparated 
from  the  bodies  ;  and  thefe,  once  disjoined,  dif- 
perfed  in  the  air,  and  did  not  appear  more.  Some- 
times they  were  broken  near  the  middle,  as  if 
ftruck  with  a  large  cannon  Ihot.  About  noon 
they  began  to  advance  with  confiderable  fvvift- 
nefs  upon  them,  the  wind  being  very  ftrong  at 
north.  Eleven  of  them  ranged  along-fide  of 
them,  about  the  difl:ance  of  three  miles  The 
greateft  diameter  of  the  largelt  appeared  to  Mr. 
Bruce  at  that  diftance  about  ten  feet.  They  re- 
tired from  them  with  a  wind  at  fouth-eaft,  leav- 
ing an  imprelfion  upon  our  traveller's  mind  to 
which  he  can  give  no  name,  though  furely  one  in- 
gredient in  it  was  fear,  with  a  confiderable  deal 
of  wonder  and  aftonifliment.  It  was  in  vain  to 
think  of  flying  ;  the  fwiftell  horfe,  or  fafiefi:  fail- 
ip,  could  be 
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PVom  this  day,  fubordinatlon^  though  not  en- 
tirely oca  fed,  was  fall  on  the  decline;  all  wag 
difcontent,  murmuring,  and  fear.  Their  water 
was  greatly  diminilhed,  and  that  terrible  death 
by  thirfi  began  to  flare  them  in  the  face,  and 
this  was  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  their  own 
imprudence.  lihmael,  who  had  been  left  fenti» 
nel  over  the  fkins  of  water,  had  Hept  fo  foundly, 
that  this  had  given  an  opportunity  to  a  Tucorory 
to  open  one  of  the  ikins  that  had  not  been  touch- 
ed, and  ferve  himfelf  out  of  it  at  his  own  difcre- 
tion.  Mr.  Bruce  fuppofes,  that,  hearing  fomebo- 
dy  ilir,  and  fearing  detection,  he  had  withdrawn 
himfelf  as  fpeedily  as  poilible,  without  taking 
time  to  tie  the  mouth  of  the  girba,  which  they 
found  in  the  morning  with  fcarce  a  quart  of  wa- 
ter «in  it. 

The  phenomenon  of  the  iimoom,  unexpefted 
by  them,  though  forfeen  by  Idris,  caufed  them 
all  to  relapfe  into  the  greateft  defpondency.  It 
Hill  continued  to  blow,  fo  as  to  exhauft  them  en- 
tirely, though  the  blall  was  fo  weak  as  fcarcely 
would  have  raifed  a  leaf  from  the  ground.  At 
twenty  minutes  before  five  the  fimoom  ceafed, 
and  a  comfortable  and  cooling  breeze  came  by 
ilarts  from  the  north,  blowing  five  or  fix  minutes 
at  a  time,  and  then  falling  calm. 

That  defert,  which  did  not  afford  inhabitants 
for  the  adil^ance  or  relief  of  travellers,  had  great- 
ly more  than  fufficient  for  deftroying  them.  Large 
tribes  of  Arabs,  two  or  three  thoufand,  encamp- 
ed togt^ther,  were  cantoned,  as  it  Avere,  in  differ- 
ent places  of  this  defert,  where  there  was  water 
enough  to  ferve  their  numerous  herds  of  cattlie, 
and  thefe,  as  their  occafion  required,  traverfed  in 
parties  ail  that  wide  expgnfe  of  iQlitude^  from 
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the  mountains  near  the  Red  Sea,  eaft,  to  the 
bankj  of  the  Nile  on  the  weft,  according  as  their 
feveral  defigns  or  uecelhties  required.  Thefe 
were  Jahelccn  Arabs,  thofc  cruel,  barbarous  fa- 
natics, that  deliberately  (bed  fo  much  blood  dur- 
ing the  time  they  were  eftablidiing  the  Mahome- 
tan religion.  If  it  had  been  their  lot  to  fall 
among  thefe  people,  and  it  was  next  to  a  certain- 
ty that  they  were  at  that  very  inftant  furrounded 
by  them,  death  was  certain,  and  their  only  com- 
fort was,  that  they  could  die  but  once  ;  and'  that 
to  die  like  men  was  in  their  own  option.  Indeed, 
without  conlidering  the  bloody  chara£ter  which 
tliofe  wretches  naturally  bear,  there  could  be  no 
reafon  for  letting  them  live  :  they  could  be  of  no 
fervice  to  them  as  Haves ;  and  to  have  fent  them 
into  Egypt,  after  having  firft  rifled  and  deftroyed 
their  goods,  could  not  be  done  by  them  but  at  a 
great  expencc,  to  which  well-inclined  people  on- 
ly could  have  been  induced  from  charity,  and  of 
that  laft  virtue  they  had  not  even  heard  the  name. 
Their  only  chance  then  remaining  was,  that  their 
number  might  be  fo  fmall,  that,  by  our  travellers 
great  fuperiority  in  firearms  and  courage,  they 
might  turn  the  misfortune  upon  the  aggrefibrs, 
deprive  them  of  their  camels  and  means  of  carry- 
ing water,  and  leave  them,  fcattered  in  the  de« 
fert,  to  that  death  which  either  of  them,  without 
an  alternative,,muft  fuflcr.  However,  they  were 
lucky  enough  not  to  meet  with  any  of  thctfe  bar- 
barians. 

On  the  22d,  their  camels  were  reduced  to  five, 
and  it  did  not  fee;  i  that  tliefe  were  capable  of 
continuing  their  journey  much  longer.  In  that 
cafe,  no  remedy  remained  but  that  each  man 
Should  carry  his  own  water  and  provifions.  Now, 
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as  no  one  man  could  carry  the  water  he  (hould 
ul'e  between  well  and  well,  it  was  more  than  pro- 
bable that  didance  would  be  doubled  by  Ibmc  of 
the  wells. being  found  dry  ;  and  if  that  was  not 
the  cafe,  yet,  as  it  was  impoHible  for  a  man  to 
carry  his  provifions  who  could  not  walk  without 
any  burden  at  all,  their  iituation  feemed  to  be 
nioft  defperate. 

On  the  27th,  at  half  paft  five  in  the  morning, 
they  attempted  to  raife  their  camels  by  every  me- 
thod that  they  could  devife,  but  all  in  vain,  only 
one  of  them  could  get  upon  his  legs,  and  that  one 
did  not  (land  two  minutes  till  he  kneeled  down, 
and  could  never  be  raifed  afterwards.  Every  way 
they  turned  themfelves,  death  now  flared  them  in 
the  face.  They  had  neither  time  nor  ttrength  to 
wafte,  nor  provifions  to  fupport  them.  They  then 
took  the  fmallikinsthat  had  contained  their  water, 
and  filled  them  as  far  as  they  thought  a  man  conld 
carry  them  with  eafe;  butafterall  thefelhifts,  there 
was  not  enough  to  ferve  them  three  days,  at  which 
he  had  eftipiated  their  journey  toSyene,whichftill, 
however,  was  uncertain.  Finding,  therefore,  the 
camels  would  not  rife,  they  killed  two  of  them, 
and  took  fo  much  flefli  as  might  ferve  the  defi- 
ciency of  bread,  and,  from  the  ftomach  of  each  of 
the  camels,  got  about  four  gallons  of  water.  The 
fmall  remains  of  their  miierable  ftock  of  black 
bread  and  dirty  water,  the  only  fupport  they  had 
hitherto  lived  on  amidft  the  burning  fands,  and 
their  fpirits  like  wife  were  exhaufted  by  an  un- 
certainty of  their  journey*s  end.  They  were  fur- 
rounded  among  thofe  terrible  and  unufual  phe- 
nomena of  nature  which  Providence,  in  mercy  to 
the  weaknefs  of  his  creatures,  had  concealed  far 
from  their  light  iu  deferts  almoil  inacceflible  to 
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They  were  fur- 
unuiual  phe- 
ice,  in  mercy  to 
d  concealed  far 
I  inacccflible  to 
them. 
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thrm.  Nothing  but  death  was  before  tbeir  eyes : 
all  Mr.  Bruce't  papers,  his  quadrant,  telefcopes, 
and  time-keeper,  wrre  now  to  be  abandoned  to 
the  rude  an  J  ignorant  hands  of  robbers,  or  to  be 
buried  in  the  fnnd«.  However,  on  the  29th, to  their 
iiiexpreirible  joy,  they  faw  the  palm  trees  at 
AlTouan,  and  a  quarter  before  ten  arrived  in  a 
grove  of  palm  trees  on  the  notth  of  that  city. 

They  were  not  long  arrived,  before  they  receiv- 
ed from  the  Aga  about  fifty  loaves  of  fine  wheat 
bread,  and  fev^ral  large  dimes  of  dreft  meat.  But 
the  fmell  of  thcfe  lall  no  fooner  reached  Mr. 
Bruce  than  he  fainted  upon  the  fioor.  He  made 
feveral  trials  afterwards,  with  no  better  fuccels, 
for  the  fird  two  days,  nor  could  he  reconcile  him- 
felf  to  any  fort  of  food  but  toafted  bread  and  cof- 
fee. His  fervants  had  none  of  thefe  qualms,  for 
they  partook  largely  and  greedily  of  the  Aga's 
bounty. 

Mr.  Bruce  was  obliged  to  keep  his  room  five  or 
fix  days  after  his  arrival ;  but,  as  foon  as  got  bet- 
ter, he  and  his  I'ervants  fet  out  on  dromedaries,  in 
order  to  recover  his  baggage.  The  Aga  had  fent 
four  fervants  belonging  to  his  fiables  to  accom- 
pany them :  a6tive,  lively,  and  good-humoured 
fellows.  About  twelve  o'clock,  they  got  into  a 
valley,  and  hid  themfelves  in  the  loweft  part  of 
it,  under  a  bank,  for  the  night  was  exceeding 
cold }  Mr.  Brufce  was  afraid,  that  they  had  paffed 
his  baggage  in  the  dark,  as  none  of  them  were 
perfe6tly  fure  of  the  place;  but  a**  foon  as  light 
came,  they  recovered  their  track  as  frefli  and  en- 
tire as  when  they  made  it.  After  having  gone 
about  half  an  hour  in  their  former  footfteps,  they 
had  the  unfpeakable  fatisfa6tion  to  find  the  qua- 
drant and  whole  baggage ;  and  by  them  the  bo- 
dies 
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dies  oi  thmr  flaughtered  camels,  a  fmall  parl'^J 
.,   one  of  them  having  been  torn  by  the  haddaya,  ot 
fti'te.  '    • 

Mr.  Brpce,  after  having  received  a  very  kind 
J^eception  at  this  place,  on  the  1 1th  of  December, 
fet  out  for  Cairo,  where  he  arrived  on  the  10th  of 
;  January,  1773.  The  occurrences  which  now  pre- 
fented  thertifelves  to  our  traveller,  were  fuch  as 
are  common  and  might  be  expeded.  The  fcene 
of  wonders,  of  novelty,  and  of  danger  was  pafled, 
and  he  declines  enlarging  on  circumfrances  of 
trivial' confequence.  After  fome  (lay  at  Cairo, 
Mr.  Bruce  proceeded  to  Alexandria;  and  from 
thence  he  happily  reached  Marfeilles,  where  he 
.     finifli'ss  the  hillory  of  his  long-continued  travels. 
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